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JJHILOSOPHERS love to contraft the reli- 
gion of nature with that of revelation, and 
Ibme of them afcribe fuperiority to the former,: 
Chriftian minifters have much better reafons for 
afcribing it to the latter ; and there are two, which, 
deferve particular attention. 

If we confider each as a body of fcience 9 and 
allow, revelation Contains all the articles of infor- 
mation included in natural religion, and many 
more than the religion of nature ever knew, all 
neceffary to the perfection of a fyftem of theology, 
and all important to the felicity of man, it will 
follow, fuperior excellence belongs to revealed 
religion. 

If we advert to tie mode of communication peculiar 
tojeach, and grant, it is not enough in an univer- 
fal religion to have a body of ftience, there muft 

VOL, II. a " be 
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be alfo an eafy method of imparting it, it will fol- 
low, fuperiority is due to revelation. Nature is a 
fpeechlefs beauty, filently waiting till depraved 
man mall find leifure and inclination to be in- 
ftrncted by dumb figns, by figns, which even cul- 
tivated capacities find hard to underftand, are not 
fure at any time they have understood at all, and 
never know when they have comprehended in the 
whole. Revelation is really and literally a voice, 
clear and expreffive, fpeaking at fundry times, and 
in divers manners.. Shall I call it the mouth of 
nature ? The wifeft fay, it is the voice of God ! 
Jt was firft delivered in audible founds by the 
Creator himfelf to our firft parents, it has beenfince 
uttered in his name by prophets, then by his Son, 
and after him by infpired apoftles, and it has been 
repeated, explained, and enforced by a fucceffion 
of publick preachers. By it, in all ages and coun- , 
tries, the ignora'nt have been informed, the indo- 
lent aroufed, the profane placed before a tribunal 
of juftice, and brought to genuine repentance, the 
penitent led to a throne of mercy, where pardon 
was proclaimed, the doubtful directed, the wa- 
vering confirmed, the timid emboldened, the dif- 
trefied comforted. What fchool of philofophy 
has wrought effects fo beneficial to mankind as 
thefe? As, therefore, we prefer revelation on 
every other account, fo chiefly on this, its mode of 
tuition is alWufFicient, and at the fame time the 
fimpleft and eafielt in the world, Fhe things, tbaf 
you have heard among many witne/es, the fame commit 
to faithful men, e whojhallbe able to teach others alfo. . 
The argument for revelation, that arifes from 
publick preaching, is defenfible in every point of 
yiew, and as it regards the bulk of mankind it has 

peculiar 
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peculiar energy. Were we to allow, that natural 
religion was .a fcience of God as perfect as that 
which revelation pofTefTes, yet all the benefits of 
underftanding it would be attainable by only fuch, 
as fhould have capacity and leifure, accuracy of 
obfervation, and juftnefs of reflexion. The poor 
and illiterate, the bufy, the diffipated, and the 
dejected, the fick and the aged, thoughtlefs till 
ficknefs and age overtake them, the vigorous 
youth, in his career of fancied pleafure, the wretch- 
ed malefactor, whom a dungeon brings to feel the 
want of religion -, all thefe, that is to fay, the bulk 
of mankind, are deeply interefted in a fimple fort 
of fyftem, which may be understood in a more 
time, and which, while it provides for the payment 
of all due honours to natural religion, makes pro- 
vifion alfo for plucking a criminal from the horrid 
jaws of yawning -deftruction. Such a fyftem reve- 
lation is. In natural religion, it is the creator 
giving laws, the judge trying caufes, and condemn- 
ing criminals, and how cold is the confolation, that 
arifes from thefe conjectures, It is pojjibk he may 
pardon the guilty, and it is poffibk I may be the 
man!. In revelation, it is the good meplierd, tra- 
verfing the wildernefs in anxious pufiuit of a loft 
meep, that hears and knows the fliep herd's voice. 
It is the tender father, all melting with companion, 
and flowing with tears, calling, to the prodigal 
beggar, his fon, to return from penury to felicity, 
from the company of brutes to the bofom of God. 
Beft of beings! what delight to hear thy voice, 
even wrapped in the gloom of the darkeft thicket, 
and wilfully buried in the blacknefs of impene- 
trable fhade ! 

32 It 
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It will be objected, publick preaching has been 
perverted : but it will be anfwered, as long as we 
have a ftandard it may be reformed to its original 
purity. The ark of Jehovah fell of old into the 
hands of heathens, who, having no dimenfions or 
.directions from 'the firft artift, decorated it accord- 
.ing'tQ.tlieirbwn fuperftitious fancies, and in their 
;gr,eat'wii"dom returned .it to its owners, as if it had 
''been a .trunk of Dagon, accompanied with the 
glorious images of mice, and morbid ulcers, (i) 

Thus it has happened to all the ordinances of 
heaven. Prayer and preaching, baptifm and the 
Lord's fupper, have all fallen into the hands of bad 
men, and they have difguifed ancl difgraced them : 
but what is reformation, and what is prpteftantifm ? 
do they not include recovery and original purity ? 
In regard to the pulpit, let us at leaft try to fepa- 
rate indelicate human baubles from original work- 
manfhip v and to place' the ecclefiafticalrrbftrum in 
that neat fimplicity pf finiflied tafie, in which the 
divine artift' firft commanded it to be made. 
Piainnefs in religion, is ^elegance, and popular 
perfpicuity true magnificence. . 

The hiftory of the pulpit is; curious and enter- 
taining. It has fpoken all languages, and in alj 
forts of ftyle. It has partaken of all the cuftoms 
of the fchools, the theatres, and the courts of all 
tlie countries, where it has been erected. It has 
been a feat of wifdom and a fink of nonfenfe. It 
has been rilled by the belt and the worft of men. 
It has proved in fome hands a trumpet of fedition, 
' ' and 

(i) 'The Pkilijlines took the ark' of God. '. . But the Lord 
fmote them <witl> emerods. . . And they fent back the ark of 
God . . with five goldm mice, and jive golden emcrods in a 
'.{offer*, j Sam. iv. 5, 6. 
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and in others a fource of peace and confolation : 
but on a fair balance, collected from authenticlc 
hiftory, there would .appear no proportion between 
the benefits and the mifchiefs, which mankind have 
derived from it, fo much do the advantages of it 
.preponderate ! In a word, evangelical preaching 
'Jh,as,been v : and yet continues to be reputed foolifti- 
nels : but. real wifciom, a wifclom and a power, by 
which it pleafesth God to fave the fouls of men (2.) 

With views of .this kind (I {peak in the fear of 
God, who iearcheth the heart,) and not to give of- 
fence to any, I collected and published the notes 
in the following effay. Alas ! does a modern, 
epifcopalian undertake the defence of every abfur- 
dity exhibited to the world by every thing called in 
paft times : a bimop ! Or mall a modern non-con- 
formift adopt all the weaknefles of every one, who 
.was. , perfecu ted out of _ eftablifhed- communities! 
All- other, orders of .-.men examine and reform them- 
felyes;-, dp men in black alone intend to render 
impropriety immutable and everlafting ! I have 
exemplified the absurdities, complained of by Mr. 
Claude, by the works of our anceftors, who are 
.dead and gone, on purpofe to avoid offending. 
Indeed, this was neceffary^ for who alive has one 
pulpit impropriety to quote J 

I defigned at firft to have added, to thefe two a 
third volume of the fame fize, entitled, AN ESSAY 

TOWARD A HISTORY OF PcJBLICK PREACHING. 

The matter was intended to be diftributed into 

twenty 

(2) T-he preaching of the. crofs is to them that peri/h fooli/b- 
nefs. . . But it pleafed God by the foolljhnefe of preaching 
to Ja<ve thetn that believe .< . ; bscaufe the fool ijbnsfs of God 
is iv't/er than men, \ Cor. i. 
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twenty diflertations, containing one with another 
twenty pages each, and entitled as follows : 

L The neceffity of fome divine revelation as a 
ground of divine worfhip. II. The revelation 
given to Adam, compared with other pretended 
revelations. III. The patriarchal ftate of preach- 
ing from Adam to Mofes. IV. The ftate of 
preaching from Mofes to the captivity. V. The 
ftate of preaching during the captivity.~-VI. The 
ftate of publick tuition, from Ezra's time to the 
coming of Chrift, both in Judea and other pro- 
,,vinces, VII. The ftate in which Chrift placed 
preaching, VIII. The pulpit-ftate during the 
lives of the apoftles. IX. The ftate of preaching 
during the firft three centuries. X, The ftate of 
preaching in the Greek church till the reformation. 
XI. A view of the pulpit in the Latin church 
till the fame period. XII. The ftate of preach- 
ing in Britain, from the moft remote antiquity, 
and in Europe at the time of the reformation. 
XIII. The condition of publick inftmclion in 
England, from the reformation till the death of 
Charles I. XIV. The Englim pulpit during the 
civil war and the protectorate. XV. A view of 
the pulpit from the acceffion of Charles II. to the 
revolution,- XVI. The pulpit in foreign churches, 
and in England, from the revolution to the end 
of the reign of George II. XVII. The ftate of 
preaching among Englifh, Danim, Popim, and 
other miffionaries abroad, particularly in theEaft 
and Weft Indies. XVIII. The prefent ftate of 
preaching in England among Roman catholicks, 
epifcopalians, moravians, methodifts, prefbyte- 
rians, independents, baptifts, quakers, &c; * 
XIX. Juftification of thofe in all parties, who 

SIMPLIFT 
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SIMPLIFY publick preaching, by reducing it to its 
original ftandard of doctrine, language, and other 
properties. -XX. Survey of the whole, tending 
to prove the free and fimple preaching of the pure 
word of God a publick bleffing to fociety, and 
the power of God to the falvation of men. This 
was the plan. 

In purfuing this inchanting path, I found plea- 
fure enough to repay all the labour of collecting 
many materials, and poring over books and manu- 
fcripts : but I found alfo, that juftice could not be 
done to that part of the fubject, which I wimed 
moil of all to illuftrate, without a nearer refidence 
to the grand repofitory of unexplored Britijh fub- 
jects, the Mufeum, and more leiiure than my pub- 
lick avocations in my own congregation (for I have 
no colleague.) would allow me to expect. I have, 
therefore, laid afide the plan, made ufe of a 
few extracts in thefc notes, torn, burnt, and given 
away moft of the other papers, and patterns of fer- 
mons, that I had collected, and never more intend 
to refume the fubject, except this once in the fol- 
lowing brief fketch. 

The firft voice, that imparted religious ideas 
by difcourfe to fallen man, was the voice of the 
creator, called by the infpired hiftorian, the voice 
af the Lord God walking in the garden, in the cool of 
the day. (3) Whether he, who afterwards appeared 
fo often in human fhape, and at laft actually put 
on a human body, deicended into the garden, af- 
fumed a form, and converfed with our firft parents 
on this occafion, or whether the air was fo undu- 
lated by the power of God as to form articulate 
audible founds, certain it is, Adam and Eve li~ 

terally 

(3) Gen, iii, 
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terally heard a voice, and had the higheft reafon 
for accounting it the voice of God. The promife 
to the woman of a fon, who Ihould bruife. the fer- 
pent's head, was emphatically and properly called; 
THE WORD of Gcd. It was a promife, which 
they h;:d no right to expect: but, when revealed, 
the higheft reafon to embrace. 

It is natural to fuppofe, God having once 
fpoken to man, that mankind would retain, and 
repeat with great punctuality what had been faid, 
and liften after more. Accordingly, infallible re- 
cords affure us, that, when men began to affociate 
for the purpofe of wormipping the deity, Enoch 
prophefied. (4) We have a very fliort account of 
this prophet, and his doctrine : enough, however, 
to convince us, that he taught the principal truths 
of natural and the then revealed religion ; the 
/unity of God and his natural and moral perfections 
the nature of virtue, and its effential difference 
from vice a day of future impartial retribution. 
Conviction of fin was in his doctrine, and com- 
munion with God was exemplified in his conduct. 
He held communion with God by facrifice, and 
St. Paul reafons, from his teftimony that he pleafed 
God, that he had faith in the promife of the me- 
diator, for wttkout faitb it would have been im- 
fojfible even for Enoch to have pleafed God. (5) 

From the days of Enoch to the time of Mofes 
each patriarch \vormipped God with his family, 

probably 

(4) Enoch, thefevevthfrcm Adam, prophefied. Jude 14. 

(5 ) Enoch faid, 7 be Lord cometh Enoch Jaid t The Lord 
(pmeth with faint s.ungodly Jinners f peak again/} him, and com~ 
mit ungodly deeds Enoch /aid, The L ord comet b to execute ju(fg~ 
mentThe Lord comelh to convince* Jude 14, Jj, Enofl? 

d with God, , Gen, v. 241, Heb, xi, 5, 6. 
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probably feveral arTembled at new moons, and al- 
ternately inftructed the whole company. Noah 
was a preacher of right eoufnefs, and by him, as an (6) 
inftrument, Chrift by his fpirit preached to the 
difobedient fouls of men, irnprifoned in ignorance 
and vice, and continued with great long-furTering 
to do fo all the while the ark was preparing. (7) 
Abraham commanded his houfhold after him to keep 
the way of the Lord, and to do juftice and judgment j (8) 
and Jacob, when his houfe lapfed to idolatry, re- 
monftrated againft it, and exhorted them, and all 
that were with him, to put awayjlrange gods, and to 
go up with Urn to Bethel, to that God, who had an- 
Iwered him in the day of his diftrefs. In all thefe (9) 
records of matters of fact, we perceive, fhort as 
they are, the fame great leading truths, that were 
taught by Enoch, the general truths of natural re- 
ligion, and along with them the peculiar prin- 
ciples of revelation. They faw a heavenly country, 
and were mindful of it, they had fight of a. me- (i) 
diator, and were glad, and they had the pro- (2) 
mife of the appearance of him upon earth, which 
promife exercifed their fpeculations, made a prin- 
cipal part of their publick informations, and 
they all died in the faith of its accomplilhment. (3) 
How charming upon a primitive mountain, be. 
neath the made of a venerable grove, muft the 
voice of a Melchifedeck have been, the father^ the 
prince, and the prieftof his people; now puUijhing 
to his attentive audience good tidings offahation, 
peace between God and man, and then lifting up 

holy, 

(6) 2 Pet. ii. 5. (7) i Pet. iij. 19, 20. (8) Gen; xviii. 
19. (9) Gen. x. xxv. z, 3, (i) Hsb.xi, 15, 16, (2) T ' 
viii. 56. (3) Heb. xi, 13, 

1 You II, b 



K A brief Differtation 

holy hands and calling upon the -name of tie Lord* 

(4) the . everlafting God ! A few plain truths, pro- 
pofed in fimple ftyle, addreffed to the reafon, and 
expounded by the feelings of mankind, enforced 
by nothing but fraternal argument and example 
animated by the holy fpirit, and productive of ge- 
nuine moral excellence, accompanied . with facri- 
fices, comprized the whole fyftem of patriarchal 
religion. Such was the venerable fimplicity of 
hoary antiquity, before ilateimen Hole the or- 
dinances of : religion, and hungry hirelings were 
paid to'clebafe them. < - 

The fcripture, fpeaking.in general terms, fays, 

(5) by Mofibs came the law : \ bjut, . ftri&ly fpeaking 
the religion, that Mofes taught, contained two 
parts, the one the law, that is, the religion of na- 
ture clearly explained in written precept, and ter- 
ribly enforced by threatnings, and penalties ; the 
other the gofpet, a prornife of a mediator, and an 
exhibition of him in vicarious facrifices; the latter 
affiited fenfe, the former required faith. The 
whole cpmpofed a fine body of religious fcienee ; ie 
was like twilight, light in .comparifon with the 
night of paft ages, and darknefs in contraft with 
the fucceeding day of the chriftiam ceconomy. 

This great man had much at heart the promul- 
gation of his doctrine, he directed it to be infcribed 
on pillars, to be tranfcribed in books, and to be 
taught both in publick and private by word of 

(6) mouth. Himfelf fet the example of each, and- 
how he, and Aaron fermonized, we may fee by le- 
veral parts of his writings, The firft difcourfe was 

heard 

(4) Ifa. HI. 7* Rom. x. 15. Gen. xiv. 18, 19, 20. xxi. 33. 
(5) John i. 17. (6) Deut. xxviii,- 8. Deut. vi. 9. xxxi, 19. 
xvii, 1 8, Numb* v. 23. Deut, iv. 9. 
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hard with profound reverence and attention, (7) 
the laft was both uttered, anci received in rap- 
tures. (3) 

Publick preaching does not appear under this 
ceconomy to have been attached to the priefthood, 
prierts were not officially preachers, and we have 
innumerable inftances of difcourfes delivered in re- 
ligious aflemblies by men of other tribes, befides 
that of Levi. 2ltf Lord gave the word, and great 
was the company of thofe? that fublijhed it, Joihua 
was an Ephraimite : but, being full of the fpirif 
of wifdom^ he gathered the tribes to Shechem, ( 9 ) 
and harangued the ^people of God, Solomon (i) 
was a prince of the houfe of Judah, Amos a herd- 
man of Tekoa, yet both were preachers, and one 
at leaft was a prophet. 

Before Mofes, revelation was mort, and might 
fafely be depofited in the memory : but when God 
faw fit to blefs the church with the large and ne- 
ceflary additions of Mofes, a book became ne- 
cefiary. This book was the ftandard, and they, 
who -fpoke not according to this word, were juftly 
accounted to have no light in them. Hence the dif- 
tin&iori between fcriptural inftrudors, who taught 
according to the law and the teftimony^ and were 
called Seers\ and fanciful declaimers, who uttered 
vifions out of their own hearts, and were deemed 
Mind, and thought to be in a dream, that is under 
deception. (z) 

The ignorant notions of pagans, the vices of 
their practice, and the idolatry of their pretended 

worlhip, 

(7) Exod. iv. 31. (8) Deut. xxxiii. xxxiv. 7, 8. (9) Deut. 
KXXIV. 9, (i) Jofli, xxiv. (3) i Sam, ix. p, Ifa. lyi. io 
Jer, xxiii, 28, 

b a 
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wormip, were in fome fad periods incorporated 
into the Jewifh religion by the princes of that na- 
tion. Ordinances were inftituted to ferve fecular 
purpofes, and mercenary men were employed to 
give fanclion to practices, which the religion of 

(3) Mofes forbad. 

All the prophets, and all the feersprotefted againft 

(4) this apoftacy, and they were perfecuted for do- 
ing fo. The apoftacy became the eftablifhed 
wormip, and they, who adhered .to the pure original 
ftandard, either fled their country, or concealed 
themfelves, or lived under difgrace. Firft the ten 
tribes, forming the kingdom of Ifrael, revolted 
thus from God, and laft the little kingdom of Ju- 
dah, confifting of the other two tribes, followed 
their bad example. Before the defection of Judah, 
numerous refugees from Ifrael found fancluary in 
Judah : byt after it, they were harrafled in 

(5) both. 

All this time the feers, as often as they could, 
preached againft the crimes of their countrymen. 
Shemaiah preached to Rehoboam, the princes, and 

(6) all the people at Jerufalem. Azariah and Ha- 

(7) nani preached to Afa, and his army. Micaiah 
to Ahab. Some of them opened fchools, or houfes 
of inftru6lion,and there to their/w, that \s 9 difcipks 9 
taught the pure religion of Mofes. At Naioth, in 
the fuburbs of Ramah, there was one, where Samuel 
dwelt, there was another at Jericho, and a third at 
Bethel, to which Elijah and Eliftia often reforted. 
Thither the people went on Sabbath-days,, and at 

new i 

(3) i Kings xii. 25. 33. 2 Kings xvi. 10. (4) z Kings ': 
xvii. 13. (5) 2 Chron. xi. 13 17. (6) 2 _Chroft, xii. 5, ; 
(7) 2 Chron. xv. i. &c. xvi. 7. " ' 
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new moons, and received publick leffbns of piety 
and morality. Theie fchools were places of wor- (8) 
mip, in which prayer was offered to God, and the 
divine word taught to the people. 

Through all this period, there was a difmal con- 
fufion ofthe ufeful ordinance of publick preach- 
ing. Sometimes they had noopenvifan, and the 
word of the Lord was precious, or fcarce, the people 
heard it only now and then. At other times, they 
were left without a teaching prieft, and without law. 
And at other feafbns again, itinerants, both princes, 
priefts, and Levites, were lent through all the 
country to carry the book of the law, and to teach 
in the cities. In a word, preaching flourifhed (9) 
when pure religion grew, and when the laft de- 
cayed the firft was fuppreffed. 

The doctrines taught in this period, were chiefly 
thefe, the perfections of one God the government 
of the whole univerfe by his providence the mo- 
ral obligations of men the precepts of the law, 
and the penalties of dilbbedience the depravity 
of man, and the necefiity of renovationthe good 
tidings of falvation, the approach of a redeemer, 
and the neceffity of faith, repentance, and univer- 
ial obedience to him, a ftate of future rewards and 
punilhments and, in effect, the fame gofpel, 
that was afterwards more clearly revealed by Jefus 
Chrift and his apoftles. (i 

Mofes had not appropriated preaching to any 
order of men, he had given a general command, 
thou jhalt teacb the words of this law, which was 

equal 

(8) i Sam. xix. 18. 2 Kings ii. 3. j. 2 Kings, iv. 23. 
.(9) i Sam. Hi. i. 2 Chron. xv. 3. 2 Chron. xvii. 7, 8, 9. 
(i) Heb. iv, z. i Pet. iv. 6. Gal. iii. 8. 
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equal to faying, Let it be taught. Perfons, places, 
times, and manners, were all left open and dif- 
cretional. Some of the difcourfes, which remain 
to us, are probably analyfes, or abridgments of 
fermons, which were delivered at large. Many 
were preached in camps and courts, in flreets, 
fchools, cities, and villages, fometimes with great 
compofure and coolnefs, at other times with vehe- 
ment action and rapturous energy , fometimes in 
plain blunt ftyle, adapted to the dregs of the peo- 
ple, at other times in all the magnificent pomp of 
Eattern allegory j and, on fome occafions, the 
preachers appeared in publick with vifible figns, 
with implements of war, yokes of Qavery, or fome- 
thing adapted to their fu eject. They gave lectures 
on thefe, held them up to view, girded them on, 
broke them in pieces, rent their garments, rolled 
in the dud, and endeavoured, by ail the methods 
they could devife, agreeably to the cuftoms of 
their country, to imprefs the minds of their audi- 
tors with the nature and importance of their doc- 
trines ; nor was it uncommon for the hearers to ex- 
prefs their emotions during the delivery of the fer- 
mon. We had enthufiafts in England in the laft 
century, who affected in the fame manner a fpiric 
of prophecy, and, in imitation of the ancient Jewiih- 
prophets, preached by figns : but they forgot they 
were not in the Eaft. 

The fermons of the old prophets often produced 
amazing effects, both in the principles and morals 
of the people. Single difcourfes, at fome times, 
brought a whole nation to repentance, although 
at other times the greateft of them complained, Who 
bath believed our report? All day long we haveftretcb- 
ed forth our bands unto a difibedient and gainfaying 

eople I 
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'people ! In the firft cafe, they were in extacies, U) 
fuch was their benevolence ; in the laft, they re- 
tired in filence, and wept in fecret places. Some 
in firft tranfports of paffion execrated the day of 
their birth, and, when deliberation and calmnefs 
returned, committed thcmfelves, their country 
and their caufe, to God. 

Thefe men were highly eileemed by the pious 
part of the nation, them they confu'ited in doubtful 
cafes, to them they fled for confolation in difbefs, 
'and them they fometimes loaded with benefits. The 
good Jb'fiah, although he fometimes performed the 
office of reading the law in publick, and expound- 
ing it himfelf, yet kept one, who was ftyled the 
king's few, and others, who were fcribes, and who 
read and expounded the law to him and his 
court, It had been common with his anceftors (3) 
to do the fame. 1 Hence falfe prophets, bad men, 
who found it worth while to affect to be good, 

""" . 

crowded the courts of princes. Jezebel an idola- 
trefs had four hundred prophets of Baal, and 
Ahab, a pretended worlhipper of Jehovah, had as 
many pretended prophets of his own profeffion, (4) 
Thele covered their want of principle, with an 
exterior like that of the true prophets, and even 
went beyond them, witnefs the frantick zeal of 
thofe, who publickly difputed with Elijah. By 
me'ans of thefe deceivers, the faithful preachers of 
the divine word funk into difgrace. Zedekiah 
would not humble hhnfelf when a Jeremy fpoke to him 
from the mouth of I be Lord. The chief of the priefts 
imitated the prince, and the -people them. The God 



(2) Rom. x.. 16, 21, (3) 2 Chron. xxxiv. 29, 30. Sec, 
xxxv, I5,*~xxxiv. 18, &c, (4) 2-Chron.xviu, 5, 
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of their fathers fcnt to them by his weffetigers, rifmg 
up betimes and folding : but they mocked the meffengers 
of God) defy! fed his word, and mifufed his prop&ets, 
till the wrath of the Lord arofe, and there was no re- 
medy, Into captivity, therefore, for feventy years 
they were obliged to go. 

The prophets, and good men, who were carried 
captive along with their countrymen, did riot leave 
their religion behind them. In Babylon, where 
idolatry was eftablilhed, they profefTed, and fuf- 
fered for non-conformity, and affembled in private 
houfes for the worfhip of God, and there the pro- 
phets availed themfelves of the difpenfation to 
inculcate the principles of their religion, and to pof- 
fefs their fellow captives with a fmcere averfion to 
idolatry. There, as their former preachers had 
foretold, being allured into a wildernefs, and fur- 
rounded with a hedge of thorns, fo that they could 
not return home, God hewed them by his prophets , 
and flew them by the words of his mouth -, there he 
fpbke home to their hearts, took away the names of 
Baalim out of their mouths, and taught them once 
more to call him I/hi, the being to whom they 
(5) were in contract for obedience. To the fuccefs 
of preaching, and not to the fmart of affliction, are 
we to attribute the remarkable reconverfion of the 
Jews to the belief and woriliip of one God, a con- 
verfion that remains to this day. The Jews have 
fince fallen into horrid crimes : but they have 
never fince this period lapfed into idolatry. 

The prophet Ezekiel was a man extraordinarily 
appointed to preach to the captives, and endowed" 
with fihgular abilities for the execution of his 

office. 

(5) Hofea ill* 14. 6. vi, 5* ii, 14. 17. 16. 
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office. He received his inftructions in extacies, 
and he uttered them generally in rapturous ve- 
hemence. He had a plea/ant voice, and the en- 
tire management of it, he could flay well on the 
inftrument, that is, he knew how to difppfe his or- 
gans of ipeech fo as to give energy by giving 
proper tone and accent to all he fpoke. The 
people were as much charmed with his difcourfes 
as if they been odes fet to mufick, he was a lovely 
fong in their ears, and they ufed toy^y to one ano- 
ther, Come, and let us hear what is the word, that 
cometh forth from the Lord. The elders and 
the people affembled at his houfe, and fat be- 
fore him, and there, fometimes in the morning, 
and at other times in the evening, he delivered 
thofe fharp and pointed fermons, which are con- 
tained in his prophecy. One while he preached 
by figns, as the former prophets had done, another 
while he fmote with his hand, and flamped with 
his foot, when he addreffed them, trembling at their 
depravities, and weeping over their calamities. 
His writings contain the doctrines, which he 
taught 5 and the manner, in which he delivered 
them, is in all probability a pattern of the method 
employed by all the other preachers during the 
captivity. 

It mould feem, after the Jews had rejected the 
true prophets, they were puniflied with multitudes 
of publick preachers, pretending to a fpirit of 
prophecy. Thefe pefts of fociety had art and 
addrefs enough to infmuate themfelves into fa- 
vour, and to obtain popularity. They fwarmed 
every where, and became the heavieft curfe, that 
was ever inflicted on a guilty world. The pro- 

VOL. II. c phets 

(6) Ezek. ii. iii. (7) Ezek. xxxiv. 30, &c. 
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phets held them in the utmoft abhorrence, and a 
great part of their miniftry was addrefied to un- 
mafk them. They defcribed them by every odious 
image they could invent, and they pointed out in 
the cleareft manner the dreadful confequences of 
their deteftable hypocrify. 

Thefe men were the mere creatures of thofe 
abandoned tyrants, who ufurped the crown, and 
they were fet up to affift their profligate creators 
in defpoiling the people of their liberty and God 
of his glory. Religion was made an engine of 
ftate, and thefe hirelings were appointed to work 
it. Jeroboam, the firft manufacturer of thefe de- 
tefted tools, made them of the national filth-, he, 
in mere policy, took the bafeft and moft depraved 
and unprincipledof the nation, and ordained them 
minifters of that motley religion, which he had fet 
up to prevent the return of the ten tribes to the 
(8) family of David. The King of Affyria, with 
views exactly iimilar, allowed the captives to per- 
petuate this vile race, and we find them in Ba. 
fg\ bylon, defcribed and execrated by Ezekiel. 

The fuccefs of thefe bad men is chiefly to be 
afcribed to thefe four caufes. Firft, they pretended 
a divine right > and faid, The Lord faith fo and fo* 
They were too artful to profefs the truth, that 
would have been, The king faith fo and fo, The 
lying fpirit of the devil fent us to preach thus and 
thus : but here was a pretended reverence of 
God, and an acknowledgement of his authority. 
W Secondly, they affected to imitate the true pro- 
phets, till they had obtained the popular plaudit, 
then they dropped them into obfcurity, and funk 

them 



(8) i Kings xii. 2632. (9) zlCingsxvii, Ezek. 
(i) 2 Chron, xviii. 31221. 
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them into difgrace, and at 1'aft they turned the 
general odium over them, becaufe they continued 
inflexibly upright, and could not be brought to 
mimick their betrayers. Thirdly, they framed 
their doftrine and deportment, not by the nature 
of God, and the dictates of his written word: but, 
on the contrary, by the prevailing paffions of the 
bulk of their auditors. Their ftucly was to pleafe, 
and they faid and did whatever they thought 
would anfwer that end. Fourthly, they were the 
conftant companions of their admirers, and went 
with them into the perpetration of every crime. 
The true prophets were irkfome or infipid to bad 
men-, but thefe, thefe were chaplains exadbly fuited 
to their patrons, they could fail with Ahab, and 
feaft with Jezebel. 

According to thofe, who had the beft opportu- 
nities of knowing them, their qualifications were 
mean and their difpofitions wicked. Hence they 
are called blind, ignorant^ dumb dogs, that could not 
bark greedy dogs, for their avarice, every one 
looking for his gain from his quarter -Jleeping 
dogs, for their indolence drunkards, faying, Fetch 
wine, we will fill ourfelves with ftrong drink, to- 
.morrow fliall be as to-day, and much more abun- 
dant perfecutors when in profperity, and cowards 
in adverfity dogmatical cavillers about learning 
and religion, while they were deftitute of decency, 
civility, and common fenfe unprincipled wretches, 
who, though they would not Jbut a door in the 
temple^ or kindle a fin on the altar of God, their 
creator, for nought, would protect, applaud, and 
canonize the greateft . criminals for a handful of 

c 2 barley 
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tarty-, and doom millions to deftruclion for a 
r z \piece of bread ! 

When the feventy years of the captivity were 
expired, the captives were divided in their opinion 
about returning. Some traded and flourimed in 
Babylon, and, having no faith in the divine pro- 
mife, and too much confidence in their fordid 
guides, chofe to live where idolatry was the efta- 
blifhed religion;, and defpotifm the foul of civil 
government. The good prophets and preachers, 
Zerubbabel, Joihua, Haggai, and others, having 
confidence in the word of God, and afpiring after 
their natural, civil, and religious rights, endea- 
voured by all means to extricate themfelves and 
their countrymen from that mortifying ftate, into 
which the crimes of their anceftors had brought 
them. They wept, failed, prayed, preached, 
prophefied, and at length prevailed. The chief 
inftruments were Nehemiah and Ezra; the firft 
was governor and reformed their civil ftate, the 
laft was a ferine of the la 1 of the God of 'heaven, 
and addreffed himfelf to ecclefiaftical matters, in 
which he rendered the nobleft fervice to his coun- 
try, and to all pofterity. 

Ever fince Mofes had committed the revelations 
of God to writing, and had commanded the book 
to be tranfcribed, a great number of ingenious 
men, of feveral tribes, had taken up the profeffion 
of writing, and were called fcribes. The five >>i v | 

facred J| 

' s 

^ 

^ (2) Ifaiah IvI. Jer. xxiii. E'ze'k. xiii. 19. xxxiv. Mai. j 

i. 10. _ Amos vii. 12, &c. Jer. xx. &c. &c. 2 Chron.xviii. ( 1 

Zedekiah fmote Micaiali on the cheek, and faid, Which way *3 

went the Spirit of the Lord from M E to fpeak unto tbee ! And ' J | 

Micaiah faid, Thou {halt fee on that day, when thou lhalt run \ 

from chamber to chamber to hide thyfelf. 23, 24. ,1 
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facred books of Mofes contained the genealogies 
of all the fa mi lies of the nation, the body of jurif- 
prudence, that directed all their courts of law, the 
whole ritual of the church, and many other articles 
of neceffary and daily ufe. The prophets fince 
Mofes had added to the infpired code, and by fo 
doing had both increafed knowledge, and the ne- 
ceffity of numberlefs fcribes to dirTufe it. The 
men, who employed themfelves thus in tranfcrib- 
ing the infpired writings, were called fcribes of 
the law. 

The benefit of writing and records prefently 
became obvious, and other fcribes were foon em- 
ployed about fecular matters. There were under 
the judges many of the tribe of Zebulon, who han- 
dled the pen of the writer ', fcribes who kept records. 
There were afterward fcribes of the king, that is, 
private fecretaries; fcribes of the boft, that is, fe- 
cretaries at war, or commiffaries of the army ; and 
the profeflion became very honourable and lu- , 
crative. This clafs of writers, I fliould call, for 
diftinction hke, fecular fcribes. 

Writing, reading, giving a fenfe of what is 
written, ftudying to find out a true fenfe to give, 
and proving and fupporting the fenfe given, go 
together, and fcribes naturally became ftudious, 
difputatious, and learned men. Ezra, the re- 
former of the church at the return from captivity, 
was the moft eminent of his profeflion, a ready 
fcribe in the law of his God. 

This man laid the foundation of reformation in 
religious principle, and he refted religious prin- 
ciple on that infallible rock, the word of God. In 
order to lay a firm and good ground of this, he 
collected and collated manufcripts of the frcred 

writings, 
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writings, added a few explanatory lines, and a few 
anecdotes (himfelf was infpired) and arranged and 
publifhed the holy canon in its prefent form: To 
this he added a fecond work, as' neceflary as the 
former; he revived, and new modelled publick 
preaching, and exemplified his plan in his own 
perfon, The Jews had almoft loft in the feventy 
years captivity their original language, that was 
now become a dead language, and chey fpoke a 
. jargon made up of their own language, and that 
of the Chaldeans, and other nations, with whom 
they had been confounded. Formerly preachers 
had only explained fubjecls : now they were o- 
bliged to explain words, words, which in the fa- 
cred code were become obfolete, equivocal, or 
dead. 

Now alfo it became more neceffary than ever to 

open houies for popular inftrudion in towns all 

over the country, after the pattern of the fchools 

of the old prophets. Accordingly, houfes were 

erected, nor for ceremonial worfliip, as facriiicing, 

for this was confined to the temple : but for moral 

obedience, as praying, preaching, reading the law, 

divine worlhip, and ibcial duties. Thefe houfes 

were called fynagogues, the people repaired hither 

morning and evening for prayer ; and on Sabbaths 

and feftivals the law was read and expounded to 

them. It is with a great deal of juftice, that 

learned men afcribe the following Jewifh averfion 

to idolatry, and their attachment to the law, to 

conftant publick preaching in their fynagogues. 

We have a Ihort, but beautiful defcription 
(3) of the manner of Ezra's firft preaching. Up- 
wards, 

(3) Nehem. viii, 
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wards of fifty thoufand people afiembled in a 
ftreet, or large fqu are, near the Watergate. It. 
was early in the morning of a Sabbath-day. A 
pulpit of wood, in thefafhion of a fmall tower, was 
placed there on purpofe for the preacher, and this 
turret was fupported by a fcaffold, or temporary 
gallery, where, in a wing on the right hand of the 
pulpit, fat fix of the principal preachers, and in 
another on the left feven. Thirteen other princi- 
pal teachers, and many Levites, were prefent alfo, 
on fcaffolds erected for the purpofe, alternately to 
officiate. When Ezra afcended the pulpit, he 
produced and opened the book of the law, and 
the whole congregation inftantly rofeup from their 
feats, and flood. Then he offered up prayer and 
praife to God, the people bowing their heads, and 
worfhipping the Lord with their faces to the 
ground -, and at the clofe of the prayer with up- 
lifted hands they iblemnly pronounced Amen, 
Amen. Then, all ftanding, Ezra, affifted at times 
by the Levites, read the law diftinftly^ gave the 
fenfe, and caufed them to underfland the reading. The 
fermons delivered fo affected the hearers, that they 
wept exceffively, and about noon the forrow be- 
came fo exuberant and immeafurable, that it was 
thought necefTary by the governor, the preacher, 
and the Levites to reflrain it. They, therefore, 
reminded the congregationthat a juft grief might 
run into excefs that there was an incongruity be- 
tween a feftival and lamentation-r-and that on this 
feflival, there were fingular caufes of extraordinary 
joy, they were delivered from captivity, the law 
was reftored, and they, the very pooreft of them, 
had been made by the pains of the preachers to 
underftand it. Go your way, laid they, eat. the fat 
drink the fwtetJend portions unto them, for whom 

notbivg 
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wiling is prepared. Be riot difcouraged religions 
joy is a people's ftrength. The wife and benevolent 
fentiments of thefe noble fouls were imbibed by the 
whole congregation, and fifty thoufand troubled 
hearts were calmed in an inftant. Home they re- 
turned to eat) to drink i to fend -portions^ and to make 
mirth) becaufe they had underftood the words , that 
were declared unto him. Plato was alive at this time, 
teaching dull philofophy to cold academicks : but 
what was he, and what was Xenophon, or De- 
mofthenes, or any of the pagan orators, in compa- 
rifon with thefe men ! 

From this period to that of the appearance of 
jefus Chrift, publick preaching was univerfal, 
Synagogues were multiplied, there were thirteen in 
his time at Tiberias, and at Jerufalem, they fay, 
four hundred. In the latter number moft likely 
are included profeuchas, or fmali places for pri- 
vate prayer. 

The great concourfe of people, who attended the 
fervice at the fynagogues, and the manifelt utility 
of publick inftruction, rendered fome fort of order 
necefiary. A fmall affembly, therefore, was form- 
ed of the wifeft and moft intelligent of the priefts 
and fcribes, thefe were a council, called eiders, 
and. the prefident was named ruler of the fyna- 
gogue. The rulers fometimes preached fermon- 
wile, at other times inftrudtd the people by way 
of queftion and anfwer, and at all times directed 
who mould fpeak and preach in the fynagogue. 

The fcribes were in their meridian glory in the 
time of zra. He and his colleagues we're truly 
great men, and their expofitions of holy fcripture 
were remembered long after their deceafe, and 
quoted by their fuccefibrs, Had fucceffive fcribes 

quoted 
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quoted their comments as comments, all had been 
well: but they alledged them as law, and gave 
them as much authority as the text itfelf. This 
was fetting a dangerous fnare for eager difputants, 
more intent on gaining their argument than on 
inveftigating the truth, and into this temptation 
the whole nation fell; - Hence came the national 
attachment to the traditions of the elders, and 
hence the invention and propagation of traditions, 
never heard of by the elders. Hence feels arofe, 
and hence, in the end, that inefficiency of the divine 
word, of which our Lord complained j for, where 
fcripture is not allowed to operate as law^ it is, in 
ftriclnefs of fpeech, of no effect. 

All the feels in the Jewifh church ran the fame 
fate as elfewhere, they rofe in weaknefs, and ended 
in wickednefs. A filly, fuperftitious, weak en- 
thufiail is the natural founder of a feel, and a bold 
villain is the ufual fupporter of it. The firft 
profelytes are in earneft, the laft are knaves. 

, It .would carry us too far from our fubjecl, were 
we to particularize the rife, the hiftory, the opi- 
nions, and the ruin of Samaritans, Pharifees, Sad- 
ducees, Effenes, and other religious parties in Ju- 
.dea. They are in general pretty well known, and 
the New Teftament gives us a general idea of the 
doclrines held by all except the Effenes, who were 
a kind of reclufes, Jewifh monks. It is fufficient 
to obferve, each party preached, both in Jerufalem, 
and in all other parts of Jewry ; and, when the ca- 
lamities of their own country, or the profperity 
of other places, induced them to quit their native 
foil, and to fettle elfewhere, they built fynagogues, 
or met in private houfes, where, on Sabbath days 
and feftivals, they worfhtpped God, and preaching 
VOL, II. d was, 
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(4) was always a part of their fervice. It is no? 
neceffary to give patterns of their fermons here, or 
to defcribe their manner of delivering them. In 
general, we may remember, the Jews in this pe- 
riod were better known than their anceftors had 
been to the Weftern world, and they themfelves 
travelled into other countries more. They had 
therefore dropped many of the ruder ways of 
fpeaking ufed by the old prophets, and had adopt- 
ed the more fedate " and polifhed methods of 
publick fpeakers in pagan fchools, and fenates, 
and courts of law. This art imported into the 
church makes fleepy fermons for the dog-days. 
Happy for them, had they refted here : but alas t 
they embraced popular errqrs, and pagan vices, 
and incorporated both into the religion of Mofes, 
fo that in the reign of Herod, who was a creature 
of the Emperor Auguftus, the Jewifh church was 
funk to a level with pagan temples, and all were 
confidered as engines of ftate. Inferior church- 
men were in fubjedion to the high prieft, and the 
high prieft himfelf was an officer of the crown. 
Jt is eafy to guefs what preaching they had. . 

In thofe days appeared that fmgular preacher^ 
John the Baptifl, He was extraordinarily com- 
miflioned from heaven to announce the advent of 
the promifed Meffiah, and he adopted the plant 
formerly ufed ,by Ezra, appealing by publick 
preaching to the common fenfe of mankind. He 
took Elijah for his model, and, as the times were 
yery much like thpfe, in which that prophet lived, 

he 

(4) Phil. Jud. de Sept. et Fell. Buxtorfii Synagog.-* 
Wagenfeil Tel. Jgu. Vitring. Synagog.Alting. Heptat. 
Tonu v. Diff, 2. / 
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he chofe a doctrine and a method very much re- 
fembling thofe f that venerable man. His fub- 
jects were few, plain, and important, repentance 
was the chief. His ftyle was vehement, .his images 
were bold and well placed, . his deportment was 
folemn, his action eager, and his morals fevere. 
The people flocked in great multitudes after him, 
and furrounded him with a popularity, of which 
his enemies were afraid. He fell, however, a fa- 
crifice to female revenge at a tyrant's drunken 
bout, where defpotifm gave whatever proftitution 
required. Jefus Chrift had been openly introduced 
by John to the knowledge and affection of the 
people, and at John's death Jefus appeared in 
publick as a preacher. Before his minifterial la- 
bours began, and preparatory to them, he had that 
vifion recorded in the firft eleven verfes of the 
fourth chapter of Matthew, a vifion, as one of our 
minifters has moft beautifully fhewn, excellently (5) 
adapted to the time and purpofe. 

Our Lord Jefus Chrift had been long expected 
to appear in the Jewilh church, as a prophet like 
unto MofeS) and his miniftry had been characterized, 
as the moft beneficial, that could be imagined. 
The people, therefore, formed the higheft expecta- 
tions of his ceconomy, and he framed it fo as to 
exceed all defcription. He taught , ; . not as the 
feribes. 

Firft, inftead of deriving his doctrine from po- 
pular notions, human paffions, the interefts of 
princes, or the traditions of priefts, he took it 
immediately from the holy fcriptures, to which he 
appealed. The truths of natural reli- 
4 2 gion 

(5) Rev, Mr, Farmer. 
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gion he explained and eftablimed ; the doctrines 
of revelation he expounded, elucidated, and en- 
forced, and thus brought life and immortality to 
light by the gofpel, 

Next, the doftrines, which he taught, were all 
plain facts God is a fpir-it God fent his fon into 
the world, that the world through him might be 
faved Mofes wrote of me He that believeth or* 
him, that fent me, is pafied from death unto life--* 
The dead fhall hear the voice of the Son of God * 
The wicked mall go away into everlafting punim- 
ment Th righteous mall go into life eternal 
My kingdom is not of this world The merciful 
are happy Happy are the pure in heart Few 
find the narrow way, that leadeth to life-Many 
go in at the wide gate, that leadeth to deftruction. 
"All thefe, and many more of the fame kind, are 
v fads plain and true, and they were the fimple 
truths, which Jefus Chrift chofe to teach. 

Thirdly, the motives, which he employed to give 
his doctrine energy, were not taken from finful 
iecular things ; but it was urged home' in its truth' 
and importance. This fact is true, and THERE- 
TORE you ought to believe it, whether the world 
admit it or not. That duty is important to your 
health, to your property, to your comfort, to your 
falvation, to your pleafing God, and, THEREFORE 
you ought to perform it, whether the world per- 
form it or not. 

The -tempers, in which' he executed his miniftry, 
were the nobleft, that can be conceived. He was 
humble, compaffionate, firm, difmterefted, and 
generous. He difplayed,in all the courfe of his mi- 
niftry, fuch an affortment of properties as Obliged 
fome of his auditors tq burft into exclamatory ad- 
miration. 
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miration, lk]ed are the paps, which thou baft 
fucked ! others to hang upon his lips, wondering 
at the gracious words, that proceeded out of his mouth, 
and all to acknowledge, never man /pake like this, 
man / This was not a temporary tide of popularity, 
it was admiration founded on realbn, and all ages 
fince have admired and exclaimed in like man- 
ner. 

Add to thefe the fimplicity and majefty of his 
ftyle, the beauty of his images, the alternate foft- 
nefs and feverity of his addrefs,' the choice of his 
fubjects, the gracefulnefs of his deportment, the 
indefatigablenefs of his zeal .... where 
ftiall I put the period ? his perfections are inex- 
hauftible, and our admiration is everlafting. The 
character of Chrift is the belt book a preacher can 
ftudy. \ 

In order to mortify human vanity, to convince 
the world that religion was a plain fimple thing, 
and that a little common fenfe accompanied with 
an honeft good heart was fufficient to propagate 
it, without any aid derived from the cabinets of 
princes, or the fchools of human fcience, he took 
twelve poor illiterate men into his company, ad- 
mitted them to an intimacy with himfelf, and, 
after he had kept them a while in tuition, fenc 
them to preach the good tidings of falvation to 
their countrymen. A while after he fent feventy 
more, and the difcourfes, which be delivered to 
each clafs at their ordination, are made up of the 
moft wife and benevolent fendments, that ever fell 
from the mouth of man. All the topicks are pure 
theology, and all unpolluted with puerile conceits, 
human politicks, literary dreams, ecclefiaftical 
traditions, party difputes, and all the other dif- 
graces of preaching, which thofe fandtimonious 

hypocrites, 
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hypocrites, 1 fcribes, and phariiees, and pretended 
doctors and rabbles had introduced into it. 

Jefus Chrift had never paid any regard to the 
place, where he delivered his fermons; he had 
taught in the temple, the fynagogues, publick 
walks, and private houfes; he had preached on 
mountains, and in barges and ftiips. His mif- 
fionaries imitated him, and convenience for the 
time was confecration of the place, He had been 
equally indifferent to the pojlure, he ftood, or fat, 
as his own eafe and the popular edification re- 
quired. The time alfo had been accommodated to 
the fame end. He had preached early in the 
morning, late in the evening, on fabbath days and 
feftivals, and whenever elfe the people had leifure 
and inclination to hear. It had been foretold, the 
Mefiiah mould not lift up, nor cry, nor caufe his voice 
tobeheardintheftreets, that is, mould notufethe 
artifices of thofe, who fought for popularity. It 
fhould feem, Jefus Chrift ufed very little action : 
but that little was juft, natural, grave, and ex- 
preffive. He fometimes wept, and always felt: 
but he never expreffed his emotions in a theatrical 
manner, much lefs did he preach as a drowfy pe- 
dant declaims, who has no emotions to exprefs. . 

The fuccefs, that accompanied the miniftry of 
our Emanuel, was truly aftoniming. My foul 
overflows with joy, my eyes with tears of pleafure, 
while I tranfcribe it. When this Sun of righteouf- 
nefs arofe with healing under his wings, the difin^ 
terefted populace, who lay all neglected and for- 
lorn, benighted with ignorance and benumbed 
with vice, faw the light, and hailed the brightnefs 
of its rifing. Up they fprang, and after him in 
multitudes men, women, and children went; Was 

he 
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he to pafs a road, they .climbed the trees to fee 
him, yea the blind fat by the way fide to hear him 
go by. Was he in a houfe, they unroofed the 
building to come at him. As if they could never 
get near enough to hear the foft accents of his 
voice, they prelfed, they cronded, they trod upon 
one another to furround him. When he retired 
into the wildernefs, they thought him another 
Mofes, and would have made him a king. It was 
the fineft thing they could think of. He, greater 
than the greateft monarch, defpifed worldly' gran- 
deur: but to fulfil prophecy, fitting upon a bor- 
rowed afs's colt, rode into Jerufalem the Son of'ths 
Higheftt and allowed the tranfported multitude to 
ftrew the way with garments and branches, and to 
aroufe the inienfible metropolis by acclamatipns, 
the very children fhouting, Hofannah ! Hofannah 
in the high eft! Hofannah to the f on of David! Blejjed 
he he> that comet h in the name of the Lord! . 
The Rabbles pretended, the populace knew not 
the law, and were curfed^ and it is certain they 
knew not 'tho&glojfes of the law, which traditionifts 
affected to teach : but this ignorance was their 
happinefs. It would have been well for the teach- 
ers, had they never known them. The populace 
did know the law., and often quoted it in its 
true fenfe. What myftery is there in the ten com^ 
mandments ! or what erudition is requifite to de- 
termine, whether he, who opened the eyes of the 
blind, were a worfhipper of God, or a {inner! It 
is a high privilege of poverty, that it is a date 4e- 
gagi, difengaged, detached, unbiafled, and neareft 
of all others to free inquiry. The populace are'nofc 
worth poifoning by ecclefiaftical quacks, for they 
cannot pay for the drugs. Their fenfes of feeing 

. . and 
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and hearing, their faculties of obferving, reflect- 
ing, and reafoning, are all as equal to religious 
topicks as thole of their fuperiors, and more fo, 
becaufe unlbphifticated. If they apply themfelvts 
to examine, their atteftation is a high degree of 
probability, if not a demonflration. It was glo- 
rioufly faid by a blind beggar to a bench of cur- 
mudgeons, Wby! herein is a marvellous thing, that 
ye, with all your great books and broad phylacte- 
ries, long titles and hard names, wife looks and 
.academical ^habits, know not "whence Jefus , cmdyet 
he hath opened my eyes. Now we* we blind beg- 
gars, we curfed people, who know not the law, we 
who are altogether born in (in, we know that God 
heareth notfmmrs. . . If this man were not of God, 
he could do nothing. 

This popularity, obtained by publick preach- 
ing fupported by a courle of beneficent actions, 
many of which were miraculous, excited the envy 
of the leading churchmen, and they determined to 
deftroy Jefus. They dare not appeal to the peo- 
ple, his conftant auditors and companions: but 
they pretended loyalty to Casfar, and love to their 
country, and taxed the PRINCE OF PEACE with. 
fining 11$ /edition* We know the ifiue. Let us 
draw a vail over this horrid part of the hiftory of 
mankind, and let us pafs on to the principal ob- 
ject of our attention. 

Jefus Chrift taught no fecrets, and he had com- 
manded his apoftles to publifh upon the houfe 
tops what they had heard in private converfation. 
He charged them not to decline the publick 
preaching of the divine word after his death : but 
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to preach it to every creature. He prpmifed them 
extraordinary afiifiance for this extraordinary 
work, and he fulfilled his promife, and exceeded 
their expectations^about fix weeks after his cruci- 
fixion. . 

The birth, life, doctrine, example, miracles, 
crucifixion, refurrection, and afcenfion of Chrift 
made a large addition to the old fubjeds of preach- 
ing. The old ceconomy was a rude delineation, 
the new was a finilhed piece. It was no new doc- 
trine, it was an old plan brought to perfection, and 
fetin finished excellence to laft for ever. It was 
the religion of love to God and man made obvious 
and univerfal. 

Chrift, in the courfe of his miniftry, had likened 
publick preaching to a concert of mufick,the grave 
deep tones of John the baptift were all in perfect har 
mony with the foft and lively airs of his fucceflbrs ; 
a method of inftr uction contemned by the partial : 
but juftified by the fons of true wifdom. Agreea- (7) 
bly to this notion, he gave the holy Spirit fo as to 
form a variety of perfect preachers, each excelling 
in his own fphere. James and John were^j of 
thunder. Barnabas was a. fin of confolatwn. Peter (8) 
was formed to preach to Jews, and Paul to convict (9) 
and convert Gentiles. By this admirable ceco- (i) 
nomy the wolf dwelt with the lamb, the leopard lay 
down with the kid, the calf, the young lion, and the 
falling aftoci<itedtogett>er,anda little child might have 
' led them. Affuredly they, who have made them- , 2 * 
ielves ftandards of excellence, and have required of 
all others uniformity to themfelves, have neither 
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underftbbd the world of nature nor the oeconomy 
of redemption. 

The apomes exactly copied their divine mailer. 
They corifined their attention to religion, and left 
the-fchools todifpute, and politicians to intrigue. 
Their idodtrines'tee'a fet of facts' Of two forts. 
TThe firft Were Within every 'man's obfervation, 'and 
- they appealed for the truth of them to common 
fenfe arid experience. The others were facts, 
which from their nature could be ; knb'wnorily by 
teftimOny. To the truth of thefe they bOrewit- 
nefs, and avowed the credibility of J their evidence. 
The firft required reafbfiing, the laft' faith. Thefe 
doctrines they fupported entirely by 'evidence, and 
neither had, nbr required, flich iffiftance as human 
laws or worldly policy, the eloquence 6f the 
fchools or the terror of arms, the charms of money 
or the tricks of tradefmen could afford them. 
Their gofpel was a fimple' tale, that any hoheft 
man might tell. As to all the circumftantials of 
publick preaching, time, place, gefture, ftyle s 'ha- 
bits, and fo on, it was their glory to hold thefe 
indifferent, and to be governed in their' choice by 
a fuprerhe attention to general edification.' 

Great was the fuccefs of thefe venerable' men: 
Their fef vices were highly acceptable to (jod, 'fo 
whom they Were a fiveet favour of Cbrift-,' they dif- 
fufed the knowledge of him in every* place, and he 
made them always triumph in Cbrift,he opened door v 
into which they entered, arid preached ChrijlTgofpel. 
They for'med muititudes of religious foci'edes, 
called churches, and they had the pleafure of feeing 
'themchoofe from among themfelves "hbneft'and 
able, men to preach the divine word, and to admi- 

(3) 2 Cor, ii. 15. 14. 12, 
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nifter the ft^n^jng ordinances of Jqfijs\ Ghrift:, in, 
the abfence, anc} after the death of the apoftles, 
Thefe were -called bijhtySi infpe&Qrs, Qr.feer,s> as the 
old prophets ; were, and he, who wants, ..to. be in- 
formed that this primitive, brother was not a. lord; 
in lawn, warits at the fame time to ; betold, that ig 
a child w,ant, bretid his parent, fhould not give him 
afotifa if -he? wilhfor^, he Ihpuld not be mortified 
with^ a ff orpio.n. 

The high efleem, in which chriftians heldth^ 
apoftles ,. excited the envy of bad men, and they, 
prefently pppred themfelves into chriftian chiirches 
to iliarethe benefits. Thefe a&ed over again the 
part of the old fa)fe ; prophets, and the,y .\ were 
treated by the apoftles as the t,rue prophets had 
treated, the former imppftors. They, forefaw, how- 
ever, andsforetold, that men. of this fort, after their 
deceale, would, proftitute religion, to worldly pur- 
ppfes, andaffpciate thefpirij: oii the, devil with the 
profeffion of chiiiftianity. They knew the weak- 
nefs. of fome. pious men, and the defperate projects 
of the wjcked. They rememberecl the ttateof the 
Mpfaica} ceconomy, and they recollected the pro- 
phecies of their divine matter. They, therefore, 
apprized fucceeding chriftians of their, danger, by 
defcribing the men, by directing the fervants of 
Chrift to adhere to th,e written word:, and whenever 
apoftates fhould arrive at power enough to fet 

Up ANOTHER STANDARD OF FAITH AND MANNERS, 

to withdraw from them. They allured them, they 
would be perfecuted : but they charged them to 

e 2 ftand 
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; (4.) Thefe things teach. . . If any man teach otherwife, 
and confent not to wholefome words, even the words of our 
Lord Jefus Chrift . . from fuch WITHDRAW thy felf. i Tim. 
vi. 3. 6. 2 TheC iii. 6. 
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ftand firmly in chriftian liberty, and to hold faft both' 
f r) the FAITH and the PROFESSION of it, and they pro- 
mifed them the prefence, the bleffing, and the fup- 
'port of God, They never fo much as hinted, that 
the church might let itfelf to the Hate, that any had 
a right to give laws to confcience, to appoint cere- 
monies of divine worihip, and to enforce both by 
penal fandions : but, confidering Chrift as having 
finifod his religious plan, charged their fucceffors 
to keep '-what they had committed to their truft unfpot- 
ted and unrcbukeable until tfoefecond appearing ofjefus 
(6) 'Cbrift. The longeft liver of theie infpired men 
defcribed in bold allegorical ftyle, like that of the 
old prophets, the nature and duration of the apo- 
ilacy, and clofed the holy canon by threatning all, 
r 7 y who mould increafe or diminifh the divine word. 

Here we are arrived at that part of the hiftory 
of publick preaching, at which a confident chrif* 
tian, efpecially an uniform proteftant, ought to 
paufe, in order to form a juft notion of the perfec- 
tion of; the pulpit. Here we have the whole of 
the revealed will of God, the whole body of chrif- 
tian fcience, confequently, a perfect preacher,, 
whatever opinions and doctrines he may hereafter 
meet with in the future hiftory of preaching, will 
think himfelf thoroughly furni/bed unto every good 
work, although he difbelieve them all. Future 
preachers may be counfel on different fides of 
queftions, which may arifei' but not a foul of them 
may give law. No mortal may hereafter afcenci ah 
eminence, and fay, You have heard the gofpel fay 
foandfo: but I fay the direct contrary. 
Here we have all the genuine motives and fup- 

ports 

(t;) Heb. iv. 14. x. 23. (6) i Tira. vi. 1.3, 14. 
(7) Rev.xxii. 18, 19. : 
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ports of the facred fyftem , truth fupported by 
reafon and argument, chriftian inftitutes main- 
tained by'iiiotives pure and chriftian like them- 
felves, confequently, a perfeft preacher, how zea- 
lous foever he may be to propagate chriftianity, 
will' 1 not think himfelf authorized either to ex- 
change thefe motives for other's of a fecnlarkind, or 
to incorporate thefe^ which have been tried and 
found to- be. mighty through God to bring every 
thought into obedience to CM/?, with fuch as fupport 
civil dates and trading companies. Should future 
hiftory mew him a fet of men rifing up in the 
church, and procuring from kings charters to em- 
power them r to trade in divinity, and affigning 
them a fet of opinions as a company's ftock to' 
trafiick withy ;he wouhi not think himfelf obliged 
to pawn his foul to raife a fum, that might enable 
him to buy in and traffick too.. . 
Mere, in the dodrine-of CHRIST, is all the m'el- 
fage, and in the example 'of ; CHRIST the only right 
manner of ^ delivering it, Paffion may think the 
fyftem wants heat-^-Pride may imagine it wants 
ornaments blind zeal may fuppofe it wants power 
the voluptuous may fay, It is not plealu re- 
black robes may declare it is not learned long 
robes may vow it is not law there may be found 
coxcombs or lunaticks, who., may deny it even 
common fenfe yea knaves or idiots may take 
heart and call it a cheat But what fays the cool 
confident chriiLian? What have thouiandsof fuch 
men laid? Why, they have furveyed the chriftian 
religion neat as it came out of the hands of its dir 
.vine creator, -Ghrijft the Lord of . this new world, 
and proclaimed, fiehold! it is very good! , Who is 
this that darkmetb i;ounjdby words without knowledge I 

dive 
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Give glory to God, rev.ealed religion ; refembles the 
natural world, each came from the. fame wifdom, 
and each is analogous to the other, per/eft and en^ 
tire, , and lacking nothing. . ,:'::: 

. The apoftles being dead,, every thing cam& to 
pafs exactly .as they had foretold. The whole 
chriftian fyftem underwent a t miferable change, 
preaching fhared the fate of other inftitutions, and 
this, glory of the primitive church was turned in- 
to a lie. The degeneracy, however, was not im- 
mediate, it was flow and gradual, and brought on 
by degrees, jufi, as a modeft youth becomes a pro* 
fligate mam ........ 

Before any man takes; up. the writings, of thofe 
uninfpired. authors,, whom, we call FATHERS, k 
would be well, to read S. Luke's introducliion to 
his gofpel. Many have taken in hand* to jet forth. . . 
a declaration of thofe.- things* which are moft. funly 
believed among us . ; . but it.feemed:goodt.ome . . 
kffolng had, perfe8 under/landing of all things from 
the. very.firfi, to write unto thee, in ordsn, moft excellent 
fheo'philus. It feems, the love of writing, and of 
becoming authors early poffeffed fome good 
chriftians, who had NOT a per/eft understanding of 
the fubjects, of which they wrote. " We certain- 
ly believe the principal articles, which, they declare : 
but not as they declare them. I write that thou 
mayeft know, the certainty, of thofe things ; for they 
defcribe them fo as to render them doubtful." We 
take no notice of the force of the original terms; 
it is plain, this is the general meaning of the 
Evangeiift. 

Clement of Rome, Ignatius, Polycarp, Irenasus, 
and other fathers neareft the times of the apoftles 
writers of this kind. Clement of Alexandria 

was 
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was a'very good-man, he 'preached to the church, 
and taught fchool, and his mifcellanies may fairly (7) 
ftahd for a pattern of the whole j chriftianity is 
there : but how fadly mixed and mifmatched with 
pagan philofophy and Jewifti allegory, the thun- 
ders of an apoftle with the fquibs of an enthu- 
fiait ! The>partiality of a fcholar for his : tutor, the 
love of a profelyte for his cafuift, and a thoufand 
other incidents may have preferred old letters and 
papers, which charity would have buried in obli- 
vion, into which, in all probability, the 'manly 
works of fome primitive bifhops have funk. 

'Some wimed to convert pagan philofophers, 
they, therefore, philofophized too, 'and proved 
Moles and Chrift, by Sophocles and" Plato. Others 
longed -for Jewifh proielytes , the Jews loved alle- 
gory-, chriftianity then was allegorized. Some 
endeavoured to convert the pagan populace , the 
populace loved finery ; the ceremonies of chriftia- 
nity, then, were adorned. Others hoped to re- 
commend religion to gentry , the pulpit, then, 
was fet by the laws of the theatre, went by the 
rhetorick of Ariftotle, and was known to be good 
by keeping time with the maxims of Tully. This 
was a degradation of the wifdom of God unworthy 
-of men, who fincerely believed the fpirituality and 
divinity of the word of God. With thefe premo- 
nitions, we look into the churches after the death 
of the apoftles. 

It muft be allowed, in general, that the iimpli- 
city of chriftianity was maintained, though undet 
gradual decay, during the : firft three centuries. 
Chriftians ailembled on the firft day of 'the week 

for 
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for publick worfhip. .-Prayer was. offered .to the 
deity in, the name of Jefus Chrift. Pfalms and 
hymns were fung in praife of God the creator, the 
preserver,, and redeemer of men. ; The facred writ- 
ings were read. The word of God was preached, 
its doctrines explained, and its duties enforced. 
The ignorant were clafikl in focieties and inftruct- 
ed. They, who underftood the doctrine of Chrift, 
were admitted members of the church by baptifni 
on their own profeflion of faith and repentance. 
The death of Chrift was commemorated as he 
had appointed. The churches, having no other 
fupport, refted wholly upon religious princi- 
ple, and the chief attention of the bifhops 
and teachers was to difieminate that ; confequent- 
]y, publick preaching was frequent, plain, popu- 
lar, and powerful ; and although there are many ex- 
ceptions, efpecially among the Origenifts, yet 
during this period chriftianity made a rapid and 
extenftve progrefs, and its fnccefs was wholly 
owing to inftruction fupported by argument and 
example. 

The next five centuries produced many pious 
and excellent, preachers, both in the Latin and 
Greek churches. The doctrine, however, con- 
tinued to degenerate, and the pulpit, along with all 
other inftitutes, degenerated with it. It is im- 
poffible, in this fketch, to inveftigate particulars : 
we will juft take a curfory general view. 

The Greek pulpit was adorned with fome elo- 
quent orators. Bafil, Bifhop of Csefarea, John 
Chryfoftom, preacher at Antioch, and afterwards 
patriarch (as he was called) of Conftantinople, and 
Gregory Nazianzen, who all flourifhed in the 
fourth centurVj feem to have led the fafliion of 

preaching 
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preaching in the Greek church. Jerotn and 
Auguftine did the fame in the Latin church. Had 
the excellencies only of thefe great men been imi- 
tated by their contemporaries and fucceffbrs, the 
imitators would have been competent orators : but 
very far from able minifters of the New Tefta- 
ment : but their very defects were' adopted as pul- 
pit endowments. 

The Greeks called fermons Homilies^ that is, 
publick dilcourfes fpoken to the common people, 
The Latins named them at firft traffs, or treatifes, 
that is, publick difcourfes in which fubjects were 
Hated, argued, and thoroughly difcuffedi after- 
ward they called them fermons, w fyeeches>, per- 
haps fome fermons were nothing more ! 

Preaching was not originally affigned to any 
particular order of men : but in this period the 
pulpit was thought worth inclofing, and mono- 
polizers were ready to rent and improve it. Jefus 
Chrift was of the tribe of Judah^ of which tribe 
Mofes fpake nothing concerning priefthood: yet it was (i) 
Us cuftom to read and expound in a fynagogue 
every Sabbath day. "When Paul and Barnabas went (2) 
into the fynagogue at Antiocb-on the Sabbath day and 
fat down, after the reading of the law and the pro-* 
phets, THE RULERS of the fynagogue feM to intreat 
-them to preach, with which cornplaifant invitation 
Paul inftantly complied. When Chriflian alTem- / 3 ) 
blies firft met, <?//, who had ability, might preach 

one 
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(4) one by one. Yea, the very women under both 
ceconomies prophefied, that is, uttered in publick 
the higheft fort of inftruclion by preaching. The 
latter was prohibited by the apoftle of the Gentiles 
for excellent reafons : but it is yet fuppofed by 
fome chriftians to have been only a local or tem- 
porary prohibition. Let me have the honour of 
faying one word here, by way of apology for the 
preaching part of the fair fex. They revere the 
authority of S. Paul : but they underftand him, 
with fome expofitors, in that fenfe, which beft a- 
grees with their inclination to pleafe the other fex by 
chatting, They fay, Gentlemen in lawns and gowns 
and. hoods, and rings and rofes and trinkets, clad 
in the attire, and difplaying the delicacy of ladies 
in the pulpit, excited in them a ftrong prejudice 
in favour of female claim. They fay, a congre- 
gation confifting of twelve frequently contains ten 
of their fex, and where an unpenfioned majority is 
for them, who -ihall be againli them ! Befide, they 
are provoked to fpeak, for they are wearied with 
liflening year after year to what is not worth hear- 
ing. They add, they are able at all adventures, 
to put a prieft in petticoats to the blufli, by con- 
trafting their ufurpations with his, as, for example, 
their harmlefs pulpit lectures with his grave de- 
finitions and invefligations begun with a religious 
oath, and finifhed with a canonical curfe; We have 
prated, fay they, but never perfeeuted: tattled 
nonfenfe, but Ihed no human blood: befide, to 
make a lady head of the church, and yet deny the 
fex the liberty of preaching to the members, is ge- 
nuine rectified fpirit of myftery. 

To 

(4) i Cor. xiv. 31, 
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To return; For fome time preaching was. com- 
mon to bifhops, elders, deacons, and private bre<r 
thren in the primitive church : in pr^ocefs, it was 
reftrained to the bifliop, and to fuck 35 he (houlcl 
appoint. They called the appointment ordination, 
and at laft attached I know not what ideas of 
myftery and influence to the word, and of domi. 
nion to the biihop, who pronounced it. The 
word ordain was originally equal to appoint* and if 
twenty chriftians nominated a man- to inftruft 
them once, the man was appointed or ordaine4 
a preacher for the time. If they requefted him to 
continue to inftruft them, he was reputed to be 
ordained or appointed their minifter in future, as 
long as they pleafed. Thefe nominations were ac- 
companied with prayer, and fometimes with the 
bleffing and good wifhes of the feniprs, expreffe.4 
by the old cuftom of laying the hand upon the, 
head. From thejfe fjmple tranfactions came in 
procefs of time a longer train of abfurdities than I 
have room to relate. 

When a bilhop or preacher travelled, he claim" 
ed no authority to exercife the duties of his func- 
tion, unlefs he were invited by the churches, where 
he attended publick worfhip. The primitive 
churches had no idea of a bilhop at Rome pre* 
fuming to dictate to a congregation in Africa. 
Nothing, however, was more common than fuch 
friendly vifits and fermons as were then in prac 
tice. The churches thought them edifying. In 

cafe 

(?) Orig. Horn. i. m Pfal. 37. Hieron. Epift. ad Nep. . 
Chiyfoft. Horn. De incompfeh. Deo. De Anathem. sidv* 
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cafe the bifhop were fick, or abfent, one of the 

(6) deacons, or fometimes a Jhort-hand writer ,ufed to 
read a homily, that had been preached, and per- 
haps publifhed by fome good mini'fter, and fome- 
times a homily, that had been preached by the 

( 7 ) bifhop of the church. 

We have great obligations to primitive notaries, 
for they very early addreffed themfelves to take 
down the homilies of publick preachers. Some- 
times the hearers employed them, fometimes the 
preachers, and fometimes themfelves. For this 
purpofe they carried writing tablets waxed, and. 
ftyles, that is, pointed irons, or gravers, into the 
affembly, and flood round the preacher to record 
what he faid. It was a character to a publick 
ipeaker to be attended by thefe fcribes ; for pri- 
mitive chriftians, never complaifant in matters of 
conference, would not give themfelves the trouble 
of taking down the fermons of a patriarch, if they 
did not like his preaching. They fay no body 
would write after Atticus, patriarch of Conftanti- 
nople ; for, though he had a great name, he was 
accounted but an indifferent preacher. The peo- 
ple thought once hearing enough of all confcience 
for a bad fermon. From the labours of thefe men, 
(8) we derive many a huge folio. 

What 

(6) Communio peregrina. . Albafpin. Obf. Ecclefiaft, 
1. i. 3. Eufeb. v. 23. Conilit. Apol. 1. ii. 62. 

(7) Synod. Valens. Can. iv. Si quis epifcopus, vel prelby- 
ter ob infirmitatem ipfe pradicare non poflit, a diaconis in 
ecclefia honulije patrum recitentur. Affiltenti plebi eit per 
yiotarhtm expofitio recitata. Greg.. M. in prolog. HomiL 

(8) Eufeb. lib. vi. 22. Gaudent. Brix. 1'radlatus (xyii.) 
quern quorunda?n ti<vium notarii exceperunU-^-Sozom, Hill, 
L. viii. 27. Auguft. Serin. vi f de fandis. 
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What a multitude of not impertinent queftions 
might be afked here ! Can we afcertain the motives 
of all thefe writers ? Can we tell which are cor- 
rected copies ? Is it quite fair to determine the 
whole character of a preacher by one extempore 
effufion ? Were none of the writers in a hurry to 
get his own copy firft to market, and are the mod 
quick always the moft correct ? Are we fure the 
preacher fpoke clearly, and had no hoarieneis, no 
cold, no impediment ? Can wt\ anfwer for the 
writer's quick hearing, or the people's lilence ? Fa- 
thers have been quoted as fcripture : "but fcripture 
was not taken thus. They have been alledged in 
proof of everything, and well they might! If the 
populace then refembled the populace now, the 
moft nonfenfical fermons were the moft faleable. 

The deacons placed themfelves round the pul- 
pit, and before fermon one of them cried with a 
loud voice, Silence hearken or fomething limilar. 
This was repeated often, if neceffary ; I fuppofe 
at proper paufes, when the preacher flopped. (9) 
Their manners were different from ours : but real- 
ly our manners want fome of their cuftoms. It 
might do fome drowfy folks good to be alarmed 
every five or ten minutes with Mind what you 
are about Let us .- lift en Attend to the word of 
God. 

Some affirm, that all the primitive bifhops 
preached in a gown, or a furplice, or a fomething, 
which Eufebius calls, T^ACI/, and which he fays, 
S. John being a prieft wore. Had S. John 
thought TTslafay neceffary to a good fermon, he 

would 

(9) Chryfoit, Horn. Aft, xk,<~ Clem. Conftit, Apol. 
via. 15, 
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would have left in his writings fome direction how 
God, who enjoined it, choie to have it made. The 
directions of Mofes for the habits of Aaron are fo 
plain, that any habit-maker could work by them 
to this day : but as for the apoftle's irfaxov, we 
know nothing about it. Eufebius picked up a 
fcrap of a letter of one Poly crates, there he found 
7ff-faAoi/, and there we leave it. It is not improba- 
ble, that fome good preachers might not have 
cloaths fit to appear in, efpecially the itinerant 
brethren, fuch as the apoflles, and others after 
them, who travelled and preached, Would it be 
wonderful, if a congregation had kept a decent 
clean habit, that would cover all, for the ufe of 
fuch poor men as came among them ! The fur- 
plice was copied from the Jewim. wormip, and was 
ordered to be worn by all, who officiated in facred 
things: but this was in the latter part of this pe- 
riod, when preachers were become priefts in name, 
and princes in fact. 

The fathers differed much in pulpit action, the 
greater part ufed very moderate and fober gefture. 
Paul of Samofeta ufed to ftamp with his foot, and 
ftrike his thigh with his hand, and throw himfelf 
into violent agitations: but he was blamed for it 
(i) by his contemporaries. They thought his action 
theatrical, and improper in a church; and yet in 
every church the people were allowed and even 
exhorted to applaud the preacher by mouting and 
clapping their hands at the cloie of a period, as at 
the theatre, or in the forum. The firft preachers 
delivered their fermons all extempore, and they 
itudied, while they preached, the countenances of 
their auditors, to fee whether the doctrine were un- 

derftood. 

(i) Eufeb. vii. 29. 
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derftood. The people endeavoured to exprefs 
their fentiments, moft likely at firft by a look, a 
nod, a lhake of the head, or a lifting of the hand. 
At length this rofe up to loud acclamations and 
clappings ; and the preachers perceiving the abufe 
preached it down. (2) 

Paul of Samofeta ufed to fcold at the people, 
when they did not fhout and applaud him. It 
happened often their applaufe was no praife. 
They .applauded what they did not underftand. 
Auftin one day propofed a queftion to himfelf to 
anfwer in preaching. The anfwer might have 
deferved applaufe had he given it : but the congre- 
gation fell a mouting at the queftion, before they 
knew whetheY he could anfwer it properly. . . . 
Hey-day faid he what are you praifmg ? . . Do 
ye know what I was faying ? . . / only propofed a 
queftion, and you go to clapping andjbouting! Jerom 
tells, us, he once afked his tutor, Gregory Nazian- 
zen, what S. Luke meant by kulEpo-srpuTov. (thefecond 
fabbath after the firft. Luke vi. i.) Gregory re- 
plied, / will tell you to-morrow, when I am preaching 
in the church. When all the congregation arejhouting 
and clapping their hands^ you will be obliged* topr of efs 
to underftand what I fay, though you do not compre- 
hend it, for if you do not clap your hands and Jhout 
toe, they will all condemn you for a fool. r~\ 

Sermons in thofe days were all in the vulgar 
tongue. The Greeks preached in Greek, the La- 
tins in Latin, for the preachers meant to be under- 
flood. They did not preach by the clock (fo to 
fpeak.) but were fhort or long, as they faw occa- 

fion, 

(2) Jer. ad Nep, z. Aug. Civ. Dei. I. iv. c. 16, 24* 
Chryfoft. Horn, in Aft. xxxviii. In Aft. iii. Ad pop.' Ant,- 
(3) Hieron. ad Nep. . 
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fion. Auguftine tiled to leave off when the peo- 
ple's hearts feemed properly affected with the 
fubjedt. He judged of this fometimes by their 
fhouting, and at other times by their tears. Their 
fermons were ufually about an hour long: but 
many of them may be deliberately pronounced in 

half an hour, and feveral in lefs time. 

Sermons' were generally both preached and 
heard {landing : but fometimes both fpeaker and 
auditors fat. efpecially the aged and infirm. Their 
methods were on fome occafions what we call ex- 
pounding from feveral verfes, on others preaching 
from a {ingle paffage. In many things they imi- 
. tared the Jews, by adapting parts of fcripture to 
particular feafons, and hence in time came the ap- 
pointment of felect portions for Eafter, Whitfun- 
tide, and other feftivals. The Jews read in their 
fynagogues Ruth at Pentecoft, Ecclefiaftes at the 
feaft of Tabernacles, and Solomon's Song at the 
Paffover. The fathers were fond of allegory, for 
Origen, that everlailing allegorizer, had fet them 
the example. I hope they had better proofs of 
the canonicalnefs of Solomon's Song than I have 
had the pleafure of feeing: In general, - their fer- 
mons were paraphraftical, regular and textual, 
going from pfalm to pfalm, from chapter to chap- 
ter, through whole books : but they made no 
fcruple, when occafion offered, to defer the regular 
fubjeft, and to choofe a text on the fpot, fuited to 
.any cafe, that happened even after they were in 
the affembly, yea after they had afcended the pul- 

(5).pit, and even after they had read the text. It 
ihould feerrij the preacher either held the holy 

fcripture 

, (4) S.Bafil. Orat.in S. Bapt. (5) Chryfoft. apud Socrat. 
lib, vi. cap. 3. Auguft. de Civ, Dei, xxii. 8, 
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fcripturc in his hand, or had it lying before him 
on the defk. Before preaching he ufually went 
into a veftry to pray, and afterward to fpeak to 
fiich as came to falute him. He prayed with his 
eyes flint in the pulpit immediately before preach- 
ing, and often in difficult parts of his fermon while 
he delivered it. The firft word the preacher ut- 
tered to the people when he afcended the pulpit 
was Peace be withyou, or 'The grtce of our Lord 
Jefus Cbrijl, the love of God, and the fellowfaip of 
the Holy Ghofl be with you, all, to which the affembly 
at firft added Amen> and in after times they an- 
fwered, And with thy fyirit, 

Moll of the fermons of thefe days are divifible 
into three general parts. The firft is a Ihort intro- 
duction, the fecond an expofition of the text, and 
the laft a moral exhortation arifing out of the dif- 
cuffion. After fermon the fpeaker defcended, and 
prayed at the communion table, on which the good 
people laid their alms for the poor. Funeral 
iermons were frequent, and, through the impru- 
dent ufe of rhetorical figures, hurtful in theifTue to 
the doctrine of pure chriftianity. Some bifhops 
preached every day during Lent, fome twice a day, 
others twice a week. Some delivered evening 
lectures, and all preached on the Lord's day, the 
firft day of the week. 

In this period many noble places of worfhip 
"Were built. The old Jewilh temple was the origi- 
nal, the reft were all taken from it. We have felt 
the mifery of abridging all along : but here it will 
be lefs obfcure to omit than to abridge. Let it, 
fhen, fuffice to obferve, that a cathedral was an 
imitation of the temple, and a village place of 
worfhip of a fy nagogue. Hence the idea of a holy 

VOL. II. g end 
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end for an altar and a circle of priells, and an un- 
hallowed end for the common people. Hence the 
divifions of porches, choirs, chancels, and fo on, 
anfvvering to the courts of the temple. The ambo^ 
or pulpit, was in the choir. Some were portable, 
and very plain; others fixtures, ftretching out 
lengthwife, fo that the preacher might walk up and 
down in them -, fome had feats and curtains, others 
were adorned with gold and filver, and refembled 
the thrones of princes more than fcaffolds for the 
convenience of chriftian minifters. So fays Eufe- 
bius, cenfuring the vanity of Paul of Samofeta. 
Hence came our modern cathedrals and parifh 
churches, our choirs, and altars, and ftalls, and 
thrones in places of worfhip. Many of our 
churches and chapels are very inconvenient to 
preach in. They were not erected for fchools of 
inftru&ion : but for faying mafs and facrificing, 
and where the pulpit mould be there ftands an old 
table covered with finery, and .called an altar. In 
many places, the prieft preaches from the middle 
of a fide wall, or a pillar, to the backs and moul- 
ders of his audience, for the pews were placed with 
a view to the altar,where formerly brother Mumpji- 
wus ufed to play tricks, and not to the pulpit, 
where now a wife and good minifter ftands and 
preaches to a people, in fearch, it mould feem by 
their, looking to the old fpot, for their former 
guides. How long mall we facrifice manly advan- 
tages to puerile popiih baubles ! 

Degenerate as thefe days were, compared with 
thofe of the .apoftles, they were golden ages in 
comparifon with the times that followed. Some 
taught what they called pq/itive theology^ that is to 
fay, compilations of theological opinions, collected 

irofli 
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from fcripture, and fathers, and councils. Others 
went into fcholajlical di vinity, that is, con fu fed and 
metaphyfical reafonings, by which they pretended 
to explain the doctrines of religion.- A third fort 
were all taken up with contemplations and inward 
feelings, and their divinity. was myflicifm. Even 
thefe were preferable to others, who read the cate- 
gories of Ariftotle, or the life of a faint, in the 
church, inftead of a fermon, and who turned the 
church, 1 will not fay into a theatre, but into a 
booth at a country fair. The pulpit became a 
ftage, where ludicrous priefts obtained the vulgar 
laugh by the loweft kind of dirty wit, efpecially 
at the feftivals of Chriftmas and Eafter. One of 
our old hiftorians fays, The devil was fo pleafed with 
the preachers of the eleventh century ', that he fentthem 
a letter of thanks from hell for the advantages, which 
his kingdom derived from their pulpits. (6) 

"Were'l to attempt a hiftory of any one chriftian 
ordinance, as of fmging, prayer, preaching, bap- 
tifm, and fo on, I would take the old teftamenc 
hiftoryofthe church for my model. The true 
church of God is the object in contemplation, 
this is followed from family to family, from coun- 
try to country, through Egypt, Babylon, Ifrael, 
and Judah, The ten tribes^ called Ifrael, go off 
at a certain period, and are abfolutely loft to all 
future hiftorians. The facred writers were not 
compiling a hiftory of Ifrael: but a hiftory of the 
religion in Ifrael ; and when Ifrael apoftatized, the 
hiftorians left them, and followed religion. On 
this principle, I fhould quit the beaten road of 
what is called church hiftory, and fhould go into 
the hiftories of Paulicians, Albigenfes, Waldenfes, 
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Feghards, and other reputed hereticks under per- 
fecution, and there perhaps I might find what I 
fought, the ordinance in queftion in its'" native pu- 
rity Popes, and councils, and iecular{churchmen, 
fhould only appear incidentally, juft as Amalekites 
and other troops of banditti in Jewifh hiftory, 
coming up at harveft time to rob the good people 
/_\ of their corn. Whajt care I where apoftates hold a 
council, or who prefides there, or what thqy quar- 
rel about? What is it to me who ordained this 
fuperftition, or who introduced that? All may be 
entertaining and curious; but it is not ahiflory of 
the church. Modern papifts confider the reforma- 
tion as a herefy and a fchifm, and with much greater 
reafon may we confider their corporation in the 
fame light, . 

To apply this to our fubjecl. Suppofe we were 
writing an accurate hiftory of the miniftration of 
the divine word by pubiick preaching, we mould 
trace the fubjeft till we came to a period where 
legendsj politicks, and fuperftitiops were pub- 
lickly preached. Should we continue to purfue 
the domineering party, we {hould be obliged to 
write "a h'ftory, then, of the pubiick preaching of 
errors: but we ought to be writing a hiflory of 
preaching the divine word, and confequently our 
plan would oblige us to go off with the people, 
who continued to preach it after.it wa ! s difcarded. 

This track is more neceflary in a hiilory of 
preaching to be purfued, than in a hiftory of bap- 
tifm, or any other fingle ordinance; for the 




(7) J U( ^g es v ^' So it <yjas, when Ifrael had fawn, . 
ike children of ike eaji came up agahift them, . . they and their 
camels without xnu.ter, . . and deftroyed the increafe of the 
earth t . . and left no'juJienanceforlJraeL ' '. 
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of God was originally given for a ftandard of faith 
and practice , where this ftandard has been pre- 
ferved, there faith and practice have been in gene- 
ral kept pure, and where other ftandards have 
been fet up, although fome one ordinance may 
have been preferved pure, (which by the way has 
not been the cafe) yet it muft have been an accu 
dental, and not a conftitutional purity, and fo of 
little value to purity, and of hone to the hiftory of 
it. Pulpits are publick tell-tales, and a fenfelefs 
tale they tell, when they are the mouth of a faction! 
A collection and repetition of thefe tales is not a 
hiftory of the miniftration of THE DIVIN E WORD. 

All our divines affirm, all our hiftorians prove, 
and the church of Rome does not deny, that there 
have been from the days of the apoftles various 
DISSENTERS from all cftablifhed corporations called 
churches. They have been loaded with innu- 
merable calumnies, recorded under odious names, 
taxed with holding deteftable errors, and brancied 
with publick infamy: but, at. the reformation, 
thefe difienters were traced, brought out of obfcu- 
rity, warned and new clothed, and produced as 
evidences uporrthe trial of the queition, Where was 
your church before Luther? 

I have feen enough to convince me, that the 
prefent Englifh Diflenters, contending for the fuf- 
ficiency of fcripture, and' for primitive chnftian 
liberty to judge of its meaning, may be traced back 
in authentick'mahufcripts to the Non-conformiils, 
to the Puritans, to the Lollards, to the Vallenfes, 
to the Albigenfes, and I fufpect through the Pau- 
licians, and others to the Apo'ftles. Thefe churches 
had iometimes aclandeiline exiftence, and at other 
limes a vifible, I wifh I could fay a legal one: but 
' at 
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at all times they held more truth, and lefs error than 
the prevailing factions, that persecuted them. One 
branch uniformly denied the baptifm of infants, all 
allowed chriftian .liberty, and all w,ere enemies, to 
.an eftablifhed hierarchy reigning over the con- 
fciences of their brethren. I have- now before me 
a manufcript regifter of Gray biflaop of Ely, which 
proves, that in the year 1.457, tnere was a congre- 
gation' of this fort in this village, Che.fterton, where 
I live, who privately affembled for divine, worlhip, 
and had preachers of their own, who taught them 
the very doctrine, which now we preach. . Six of 
them were accufed of herefy before the tyrant of 
the diftricl, and condemned to abjure h'erefy, and 
to do pennance, half naked, with a faggot at their 
backs, and a taper in their hands, in the publick 
market places of Ely, and Cambridge, and in the 
church-yard of Great Swaffham. It was pity the 
poor fouls were forced to abjure the twelfth article 
of their accufation, in which they are faid to have 
affirmed, All'friefts, and people in orders, are mar- 
nate devils ! 

A hundred fuch inflances may be produced, a 
thoufand curious anecdotes of the manners of our 
anceftors, of their language, books, utenfils, ha- 
bits, reafoning, and rhetorick, might incidentally 
furnifli amuiement.and inftruclion to us, and no- 
thing would be found eafier to induftry, than, to 
.conned their ecclefiaftical ceconomy with that of 
the above-mentioned antelutheran proteftants. We 

are 

(8) Art. XII. Item, quod papa eft antichriftus, et facer- 
dotes funt ejus difcipuli, et omnes ordinati funt diaboli incar- 
na'ci. XI. Item, quod extrerna unftio, anglice grefyng, mi- 
nime proficit. III. Item, .quod puer y . . nee egeat, nee 
baptizari debeat. &c. Sic. Reg. Etienf. Gul, Grey, MSS. 
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are far from juftify ing their mifiakes; and approv- 
ing in the grofs : but we know popifh records are 
everlafting- calumnies, and the hiftory of the chrif- 
tian pulpit is among the people, whom they ca- 
lumniate. 

I fee a thoufand benefits arifing to religion at 
large from the purfuit of this method, and I will 
venture to name one. It is generally allowed, that 
toleration is a high excellence in a-fyftem of civil 
polity, and that chriftian liberty in the church is 
analogous to it: but it is almoft as generally fup- 
pofed, that our anceftors were all ignorant of it> 
and that Sidney, Milton, Locke, andothers of our 
late philofophers and ftatefmen, firft inculcated 
thefe laws of humanity, and incorporated what 
we have of them into our. modern conftitutions. 
What if we could prove, that Jefus Chrift, whole 
profefiion was tljeology, taught the doctrine of 
chriftian liberty, and that he only taught in a 
clearer manner what had from the clays of Enoch 
been held and taught in the primitive pulpits! ; 
What if we could prove, that from the days of the 
apoftles, the molt tolerant of mankind^ the doc- 
trine had been actually believed, taught and exem- 
plified in every age till the reformation ! What if 
we could prove, that the generous toleration of 
modern ftates was only the doctrine of chriftian 
liberty applied to fecular -affairs, and' flood exactly 
in the fame predicament in a treatife of govern- 
ment as natural religion ftands in a fyftem of mo- 
dern theology, that is, a firft principle of human 
felicity, dilcoverable by reafon: but elucidated and 
improv-ed by revelation ! What if we could aiccr- 
tamby'gpod records, that difference in religious 
kntiments and.practices made no 'difference in civil . 

rights 
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rights and mutual efteenl among whole fects and 
parties! What if we could mew, that religious 
uniformity was an illegitimate brat of the mother 
of harlots, and nothing akin to the Son of God! 
What if we could infer,. . . Profperity and peace 
be with any inveftigator! Alas! I muft quit re- 
veries, and go this afternoon to vifit the fick, and 
preach in the evening to a part of my flock. 

Before I go, however, I will finifli this article 
by a remark, which will prove, I think, that this 
is not all reverie. The thirteenth article, objected 
againft the forementioned Chefterton culprits by 
the bifhop, in his confiftory atDownham, is this. 
" Alfo, you affirm, that every man may be called a 
church of God, fo that if any one of you fhould be 
fummonedbeforehis ecclefiaftical judge, and mould 
happen to be afked this queftion, Do you believe 
in the church? he may fafely anfwer, he does, 
meaning that he believes in the church, becaufe he 
believes the church is in every man, who is a tern- 

, v pie of God." Now is not this affirming, that 
every good man was bound to follow his own 
judgment in religious matters, and not to be fet 
down by the opinions of a domineering faction, 
calling themfelves, the church? Is a man ftrong 
for being called Samfon, or wife for naming him- 

' ielf Solomon ? Does it not mean, that every man 
had as much right of judging in himfelf folely as 
the whole community had collectively ? We could 



(9) Item, Quod quilibet homo dichur eccla" Pel, adeo 
quod fi quanquam illorumcoramjudi.ee ecclefialtico evoca- 
tum ad hanc quellionem refpondere contingeret, a,n in eccla' 
credis, tute tune refpondere pofiet quod fie, per hoc intelli- 
gens, quod in eccla" credit, quia in homine qui eft 
Dei. - MSS. U 
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co further, and prove that thefe fix men, altho* 
all in one community, did not all hold the fame 
articles, fome agreed to one, fome to -another : but 
they.^//, the regifter fays,, affirmed this thirteenth 
article. Does not this prove that their ecclefiafti- 
cal ceconomy allowed chriftian liberty, and that 
they held a mixt communioa? . . . But I muft 

go- 
To return. The glorious reformation was the 

offspring of preaching, by which mankind were 
informed, there was a ftandard, and the religion 
of the times was put to trial by it. The avidity 
of the common people to read fcripture, and to 
hear it expounded, was wonderful, and the papifts 
were fo fully convinced of the benefit of frequent 
publick inftruction, that they, who were juftly 
called unpreaching prelates, and whofe pulpits, to 
ufe an expreflion of Latimer, 'had been bells with- 
out clappers for many a long year, were obliged for 
ihame to fet up regular preaching again. 

The church of Rome has produced fome great 
preachers, fince the reformation ; but not equal 
to the reformed preachers : and aqueftion naturally 
arifes here, which it would be unpardonable to 
pafs over in filence, concerning the fingular effeft 
of the preaching of the reformed, which was 
general, national, univerfal reformation. 

In the darkeft times of popery there had arifen 
now and then fome famous popular preachers, who 
had zealoufly inveighed againfl. the vices of their 
times, and whofe iermons had produced fudden 
and amazing effects on their auditors: but all 
thefe effects had died away with the preachers, 
who produced them, and all things had gone back 
into the old ftate. Law, learning, commerce, fo. 
" II. h ciety 
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ciety at large had not been improved. Here a 
new fcene opens, preachers arife lefs popular, per. 
haps lefs indefatigable and exemplary, their fer- 
mons produce lefs {hiking immediate effects, and 
yet their auditors go away and agree by whole na- 
tions to reform. 

Jerom Savonarola, Jerorn Narni, C.apiftran, 
Conne&e, and many others had produced by 
their fermons great immediate; efforts. When 
Connecte preached, the ladies lowered their head, 
dreiies, and committed quilled caps by hundreds 
to the flames. When Narni taught the populace 
in Lent from the pulpits of Rome, half the city 
went from his fermons crying along the ftreets, 
Lord have mercy upon us, Cbrifl hd'ue mercy upon #;, 
fo that in only one paffion week two thoufand 
crowns worth of ropes were fold to make fcourges 
withj and when he preached before the pope to 
cardinals and biihops, and painted the crime of 
non-refidence in its own colours, he frightened 
thirty or forty bimops, who heard him, inftantly 
home to their diocefes. In the pulpit of the uni- 
verfity of Salamanca he induced eight hundred ftu* 
dents to quit all worldly profpects of honour, 
riches, and pleafure, and to become penitents in 
divers monafteries, Sope of this clafs were mar- 
tyrs too, We know the fate of Savonarola, and 
jnore might be added .; but all lamented the mo* 
mentary duration of the effects produced by their 
labours, Narni himfelf was fo difgufted with his 
office, that he renounced preaching, and Ihut him- 
felf up in his cell to mourn over his irreclaimable 
contemporaries, for biihops went back to court, 
arid ropemakers lay idle again. \ 

Qur reformers taught all the good doctrines, 

which 
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which had been taught by thefe men, and they 
added two or three more, by which they laid the 
ax to the root of apdftacy, and produced general 
reformation. Inftead-of appealing to popes, and 
canons, and founders, and fathers, they only 
quoted them, and referred their auditors to the 
holy fcriptures for law. Pope Leo X. did not 
know this, when he told Prierio, who complained 
of Luther's herefy, Friar Martin had a fine genius! 
They alfo taught the people what little they knew 
of cbrijlian liberty^ and fo led them into a belief 
that they might follow their own ideas in religion 
without the confent of a confeffor, a diocefan, a 
pope, or a council. They went further, and laid 
the ftrefs of all religion on jttftifying faith. This 
obliged the people to. get acquainteid with Chriil 
the object of their -faith, and thus they were led 
into the knowledge of a character altogether dif- 
ferent from what they faw in their old guides, a 
character, which it is impofiible to know, and 
not to admire ,and imitate. The old papal popular 
fermons had gone off like a charge of gunpowder, 
producing only a fright, a buftle, and a black 
face : but thofe of the newe learning^ as the monks 
called them, were fmall hearty feeds, which, being 
fown in the honeft hearts of the multitude, and 
watered with the dew of heaven, foftly vegetated, 
and imperceptibly unfolded bloffoms and fruits of 
ineftimable value. 

Thefe eminent fervants of Chrift excelled in va-~ 
rious talents, both in the pulpit, and in private. _ 
Knox came down like a thunder^ftorm, Calvin 
refembled a whole day's fet rain, Beza was aihower 
of the fofteft dew. Old Latimer in a coarfe frieze 
gown trudged afoot, his teftament hanging atone 

h 2 end 
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end of his leathern girdle, anci his fpeftacles at 
the other, and without ceremony instructed the 
people in ruftick ftyle from a hollow tree; while 
the courtly Ridley in fattin and fur taught the 
fame principles in the cathedral of the metropolis. 
Cranmer, though a timorous man, ventured to 
give the moft powerful and lafcivious tyrant of his 
. time a new teftament with the label, whoremongers 
' and adulterers God will judge-, while Knox, who faid, 
there was nothing in the pkaf ant face of a lady to af- 
fray him^ aflured the Queen of Scots, that, " if 
there were any fpark of the fpirit of God, yea of 
honefty or wifdom in her, fhe would not be of- 
fended with his affirming in his fermons, that the 
diverfions of her court were diabolical crimes, evi- 
dences of impiety or infanjty." Thefe men were 
not all accomplished fcholars : but they all gave 
proof enough, that they were honeft, hearty, and 
diimterefted in the caufe of religion ; and to thefe, 
and not to literary qualifications, all were indebted 
for popularity in the pulpit and publick confi- 
dence out of it. Happy had it been for fucceed- 
ing ages had they been trufted Ids ! 

All Europe produced great and excellent preach- 
ers, and fome of the more ftudious and fedate re- 
duced their art of publick preaching to a fyftenij 
and taught rules of a good fermon. BilhoptWil- 
kins enumerated in 1646 upwards of fixty, who 
had written on the fubjeft, I have endeavoured 
to procure a fight of all their books: but fome 
few I have not been fo happy as to find. Several 
of what I have feen are valuable treatifes* full of 
edifying inftrudions 5 moft of them are very fmall: 
but all, I thinkj are on a fcale too large, and by 
affecting to treat of the whole office of aminifter, 

. leave 
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leave that capital branch, publick preaching, nn- 
finiihed and vague. 

One of the moft important articles of pulpit 
fcience, that, which gives life and energy to all 
the reft, and without which all the reft are nothing 
but a. vain parade, is either neglected or exploded 
in all thefe treatifes. It is effential to the mini- 
ftration of the divine word by publick preaching, 
that preachers be allowed to form principles of 
their own, and that their fermons contain their 
real fentiments, the fruits of their own intenfe 
thought and meditation. Preaching cannot be in a 
good ftate, in thofe communities, where the fhame- 
ful traffick of buying and felling manufcript fer- 
mons is carried on. Moreover, all the animating 
encouragements, that arife from a free unbiafTed 
choice of the people, . and from their uncontami- 
nated difmterefted applaufe, mould be left open 
to flimulate a generous youth to excel. Com- 
mand a man to utter what he has no inclination 
to propagate, and what he does not even believe, 
threaten him at the fame time with all the miferies 
of life, if he dare to follow his own ideas, and to 
promulge his own fentiments, and you pafs a fen- 
tence of death on all he fays. He does declaim : 
but all is languid and cold, and he lays his fyftem 
out as an undertaker does the dead. Inftead of 
referring him to thofe, who deal moll in religion, 
and therefore beft underftand the value of every 
thing in it, the people I mean, give him to under- 
ftand, that even their confent to be taught by him 
is not neceffary to be obtained, arid you inftantly 
turn his eye from his bible, his people, and his 
God, and fix it on the feat of a patron, who muft 

be 
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be approached by a circle of collufion and in. 
trigue. 

Thefe books consider the pulpit as the religious 
tribunal of the civil magiilrate, preachers as fer- 
vants of the crown, and preaching as a human arr, 
a branch of rhetorick to be taught in the fchools. 
In one thing they made it different from all other 
arts and fciences, thefe they confidered as capable 
of improvement : but that they pretended was in 
a ftate of abfolute perfection. Other fciences they 
left open, and would have laughed at a propofal 
to admit every future youth to ftudy philofophy 
by fwearing him to believe and maintain the ideas 
of Plato, to live in the faith and to die in the com- 
fort of the fpeculations of Cicero, or the catego- 
ries of Ariftotle : but this fcience, religion, this, 
they faid, an inhuman reprobate had begun, a 
fickly child improved, and a female tyrant com- 

* j) pletely finiflied off. This was going beyond a 
Caefar, who thought nihil attum dum aliquid agen- 
dum, yea beyond an apoftle, who exclaimed to his 
followers, leaving rudiments let us go on unto perfec- 
tion. Brethren', fa ye followers of me. I count not 
myfelf to have apprehended i but this only have I at- 
tained, forgetting thofe things which are behind, and 
reaching forth unto thofe things, which are before, I 
prefs toward the mark, for the prize of the high-call- 

(2) ing of God in Chrift Jefus. 

This 

(1) -" TtiEHfabetha operi ab Henrico parenti feliciter /- 
clodto, ab . Edwardo. fratre in immenfum auflo, coronidem 
jam cpnfummato imponeres. . . Pater incepit . . . . 
adolefcens protnoyit . . . filia ati/bl<vit t " Epift; Synod. 
Elizabet. Reg- Bat. Sueca ex Fri/iorum oppido, ex fynode 22 
'^frilis .1587. Frit. occiJ. 

(2) Heb. vi. i. Phil. Hi, 13, 14. 17. 
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This is the place, where, would our limits al- 
low it, we mould take our ftand, and reconnoitre 
the reformed pulpit : but it mall fuffice to obferve, 
that in all reformed countries the pulpit was takeij 
into the iervice of the Hate, and became a kind of 
attorney or foiicitor general retained to plead for 
the crown. The proof of this lies in the articles, 
canons and injunctions, which were girded' on the 
clergy of thofe times, and how thoroughly the ftate 
clergy have underftood this to be the true condi- 
tion of the pulpit, their fermons will abundantly ' 
prove. The Deft ftate inftruetions to preachers ; 
were given in the DIRECTORY by the afiembly of 
divines : but even^thefe include the great, the fatal 
error, the fubjection of God's word to human law. 
If, when all other inftitutes were taken into the 
fervice of the ftate, the pulpit had efcaped, ic 
would have been wonderful indeed' : but, if the 
pulpit be a place, and the preacher zpenfiorier, in 
the name of common fenfe, what are we to expect 
from both ! 

From this fad conftitution wederive : thelifelefsi 
nefs of later preaching. The ill fated youth be- 
fore he is aware finds himfelf bound to teach the ' 
opinions of a fet of minifters, who lived two hun- 
dred years before he was born. His mafters be- 
lieved their own articles, and therefore preached 
them with zeal : but it would be unreafonable to ' 
expect a like zeal in him for the fame doctrines, 
for he does- not know what they are, or, having 
examined them, he does not think them true, and 
thus fubfcription to other men's creeds becomes 
the death of good preaching. 

With thefe principles: I -went about the follow- 
ing work, and for thefe reafons I have all through 

endeavoured 
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endeavoured to poffefs the mind of the candidate 
for the pnlpit, with an abhorrence of dominion 
over confcience, and to excite him to enter into 
that religious liberty of thinking and acting, with 
which chriftianity hath made him free. 

There were at the reformation a great number 
of wife and good men, who thought the revival of 
primitive chr'iftianity only begun at that period, 
* and they endeavoured, though under great difad- 
vantages, to improve thefe beginnings, and to go 
<->n unto perfection. Others have fucceeded them, 
and entered into their pious views with difmtereft- 
ednefs and fuccefs. Among thefe the Englifh pro- 
teftant diffemers fland firft in merit ; and, as their 
congregations are conftitutionally in pofTefiion of 
chriftian liberty, they have produced fome of the 
greateft preachers in the world. It would be eafy 
to give a long lift of names from the dawn of the 
reformation to this day : but I facrifice the plea- 
fure of doing fo to the modefty of my friends. 
This, however, I will venture to fay, and no man 
Jhall flop me of this boajting, we have in our 
churches now exact copies of our ancient models. 
T'he prophets, do they live for ever? Yes, they do !. 
1'he faint of Elijah refts upon Elifoa ! The grave 
folidity of Cartwright and Jacob feemed to refide 
in Owens and Goodwins and Gills. The viva- 
city of Watts and Bradbury and Earle lives in, 
others, whom I dare not name, The patient la- 
borious Fox, the filver Bates, the melting Baxter, 
the piercing Mead, the generous Williams, the 
inftructive Henry, the foft and candid Doddridge, 
Ridgley, and Gale, and Bunyan, and Burgefs, in 
all their variegated beauties yet flouriih in our pul- 
pits, exercifirig their different talents for mutual 

edification, 
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edification. We have Barnabas the fon of confo- 
lation, and Boanerges the thunderer ftill. Ye 
fcrvants of the molt high God, who Ihew unto us 
the way of falyation ! Pe#ce le within the walls of 
your churches, and prosperity within- your . . . 
dwelling-houfes. . . You have no palaces^ you 
need none, palaces can add nothing'to you. 

It would have been eafy to have exemplified all 
the good rules of Mr; Claude from the printed dif- 
courfes of thefe great men ; but 1 have quoted 
very few of the fermons of our late minifters, and I 
think none of theirs, who are now alive, I would 
not willingly give a moment's pain to the modefty 
ofperfons, whom I fo fincerely efteem. If I have 
at any time exemplified-fl -fault exploded by Mr. 
Claude by a quotation from the fermons of men 
of great name in- other communities, I hope, ad- 
mirers of the preachers .cenfured will believe me, 
when I -allure them, I have taken a great deal of 
pains to avoid giving offence on this head, I 
have exemplified many pulpit vices from obfcure 
preachers of no note, when I could, have done it 
from the fermons of their popular contemporaries, 
who led for the time the pulpit famion. The few- 
examples I have given are none in companion 
with the many I have left unnoticed. 

Some of our brethren will complain that the 
notes are not all in 'Engltjb, and my reply is this 
Fii'ft, the fubftance of all is in Engliih Second- 
ty fome muft not be tranflated Thirdly, moft 
of thefe were intended for fmall exercifes for ftu- 
dious lads, hoping they might be hereby allured 
to ftudy the pulpit before they entered it And 
laftly, if thefe be not fufficient reafons, I promife to 
make the complainant a prefent, if he will call 

VOL. II. i for 
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for it, of a beautiful copper-plate print of the 
old man, his fon, and the afs, on condition he will 
get the rhymes at the bottom by heart. 

Serioufly, were I to follow the dictates of my 
own heart, I (hould throw myfelf at the feet of the 
meaneft of my brethren, and beg pardon for p re- 
fuming to feem to inftruct thofe, who are appoint- 
ed to inftruct others, and who have fo often edi. 
iied me. I would confefs, I faw innumerable er- 
rors in this work, for all which I could make 
only one apology, that is, that they were involun- 
tary. I alk no pardon for expreffing my abhorrence 
of intolerance. Always when I met it in a courfe 
of reading, I thought I met the great devil, and 
my refentment was never abated by his appearing 
in the habit of a holy man of God. 1 have fome- 
times allowed myfelf a little mirth in that awful 
.fcience religion, and in the prefence of that grave, 
thing called a fermon : but in this thing the Lord 
pardon Ms fervant^ that when my mafter went into 
the houfe of Riwmon to worjhip there, and he leaned 
on my hand, and I bowed myfelf in the houfe of Rim- 
won-: when I bowed myfelj in the houfe ofRimmon, tkt 
Lord pardon hisfirvant in this thing! 

CHESTERTON ? 
May 19, 1779. 



Contents 



Contents of the Second Volume; 



CHAP. VI, 



Of Texts to be difcufied by way of 
Obfervation. 



Some texts muft be difcufled by 

way of obfervation 
As Clear texts ~ 

Hiftorical texts 

Some texts require both explication 

and obfervation - 
How to arrange the difcuffion of 

paffages of this kind 
Obfervation fometimes includes ex- 

.plication 

Obfervations ihould generally be 

But in fome cafes they may be 
taken from other topicks - 



[ohnxii.i,z. 



Ats i, 10. 



examples 





XI. 1. 



7 

8 

n 

13 
Obfervations 



Page 



i 
i 

2 



CONTENTS. 



Obfervations fhould neither be 

LsCtvCv/l-jf IL JV t***^~**m 1 J IPJJII T-L 

nor vulgar ? 

As I. Genus - 

II. Species - 

III. Chara&er of a virtue or 
a vice 

IV. Relation 

V. Implication - 

VI. Perfon fpeaking, or ad- 
ing . - 

VII. State 

VIII. Time > 

IX. Place 

X. Perfons addreffed 

XL Particular ftate of per- 
fons addreffed 

XII. Principles 

XIII. Confequences 

XIV. Endpropofed 

XV. Manner - 
XVI.Comparjfonof fome ilib' 

jecls with other fubjedls 

XVII. Difference 
XVIII; Contraft 

XIX. Ground - 

XX. Compofition 

XXI. Suppofition 

XXII. Objedlion 



Examples 



Pfal. 1. 14. 
cxxiii. 3 



111.5 



Rom.xii.iy. 

Rom.xii. 17 

iThef.v.i6. 
iTim.ii. i. 
Phil. iii. 14 

Rom.xii. 1 7 

Rom.xii. 17, 
John v. 14 



Rom.viii,37 

Afts i. i. 
vii. 22 
Rom. xiv. 3 



John i. 14 
v. 14 

Mat. xvi.22 
Lu.xvii. jo 



XXIJL 



CONTENTS. 



XXIII. Charafter of expref- 
fion . 

As of Majefty 
Tendernefs 
Meannefs 
Neceffity 
Utility . 



Evidence 

XXIV. Degrees 

XXV. Interefts 

XXVI. Piftinftion- - 

Definition 

Divifion 

XXVII. Comparifon of one 
part of a fubjeft with ano- 
ther part of the lame fubjed 

Example of obferyation at large 



Examples 


Page 




232 




John xiv. i 


232 


6. 


234. 


Ads i. 6. 


256 


John xiv. 1 6. 


240 





242 


Exod. xx. 5 
Gal. i. 9. 


243 
249 


Mat. xit. lo 


254 


i Cor. xv. 1 4. 


258 




262 






264 




Pom. viii. i. 


165 


Eph. 11.4,5. 


268 


iThef.iv.;. 


271 



C H A P. VII. 
Of APPLICATION. 



Difcuflion by application 
What -- - 

What fubje&s fliould be difcufied 
in this way - - * 



Example of this method of dif- 
cuffion at large ] 



Zeph. H, i. 
i Cor. 11.28. 

Phil. xl. 12. 



325 
3*6 



329 



22 



CHAP, 



CONTENTS. 



CHAP. VIII. 
Of, PROPOSITION. 



Examples 

Rom viii 1 5 



Difcuffion by propofition, what 
Example of this method at large 

CHAP. IX. 



Of the EXORDIUM. 

Exordium, what 

Whether exordiums be necefTary 
The ends propofed in Exordiums 
They are principally two 
Exordiums muft be ihort 

cool and grave 
engaging and agreeable 
connected with the text - 
fimple and unadorned 

not common 

May fometimes be figurative 
Vices of exordiums - . 

Affectation *- , 

Ufe of apothegms 
Citations from profane authors 
. In what cafes they are proper 
The beft are taken from theology 
How to compofe them 
They may be taken from com- 
mon-places, facred hiftory, 
types, &c. - 



Page 
395 



John vi. 54. 



Pfal.xc. 12 



45 * 

45 
461 

466 
468 
469 
476 

473 
475 
477 
477 
480 



482 
4&/J. 
484 
485 
485 



486 
CHAP. 



CONTENTS. 



CHAP, X. 
Of the CONCLUSION. 



What conclufion ought to be in 

In particular, fome fhould be 
violent 

May fometimes be mixed 

Mult always be diverfified 

The beft conclufions 



Examples 


Page 
489 

491 
492 

493 
495 
49 

499 
500 












. . M- 



End of the Contents of the Second Volume. 



/;; the Pre/s, and fpeeaify c wtll lie pullijled, 
Elegantly printed in a neat Pocket Volume, 

A PLEA for the DIVINITY of our Lord 
JESUS CHRIST. 

EDITION the T II I R D. 
By ROBERT ROBINSON. 

Sold-by J. Buckland, in Pater-nofter Row, London j, ' 
and T. Fletcher, in Cambridge. 

Where alfo may be had, 
THREE VOLUMES of a TRANSLATION of 

SAURIN's SERMONS. 

The FOURTH is in the Prefs, and will be published as foon. 
as convenient, to complete the Set. 



A N 



E S 



A Y 



ON THE 



COMPOSITION of a SERMON, 



CHAR VI. 

Of Texts to be difcuffed by way of Obfer- 

vation. 

SOME texts require a difcuffiori by way of 
confideration, or observation. The following 
hints may ferve for a general direction. 

i. When texts are clear of themfelves, and 
the matter well known to the hearers, it would be 
trifling to amufe the people with explication. Such 
texts muft be taken as they are,, that is, clear v 
plain, and evident, and only obiervations fhould 
be made on them, (i) 

2. Moft 



(i) Preachers mufl not at- 
tempt to explain char fubjetts. 
A ^ very fennble writer calls 
this turn of mind " a capaci- 
ty of being always frivolous, 
and always unanfwerable. I 
have known it, adds he, 
more than once- afcend the 
Pulpit: one of this. fort, tak- 
. VOL, II. 



iiig it in his head to be a great 
admirer of Dr. Tillotfon and 
Dr. Beveridge, never failed 
of proving out of thefe great 
authors, things, which no-' 
man living would have de- 
nied him upon his own (ingle 
authority." Speftator. vol. ii. 
?;. 138, , 
A I have ' 



( a-) 

2. Moft hiftorical texts muft be difcdTed in this 
way, for, in a way of explication, there would 
be very little to fay. For example, what is there 
to explain in this paflage? fben Jefus, fix days 
before the paf/over^ came to Bethany, where Laza- 
rus 



I have often wondered 
from what principle in fome 
of our minifters this imper- 
tinence could arife, and the 
inoft plaufible {peculation 
feems to be this. It arifes 
from emulation and inattention. 
Some great divine has pro- 
perly ftated, and proved cer- 
tain articles in a regular bo- 
dy of divinity, where they 
could not be omitted, and at 
a time, when the truth of 
them was doubted. A mo'- 
dern divine makes this great 
man his model, and, not at- 
tending to times and circum- 
ilanees, imitates him in eve- 
ry thing. We could eafily 
exemplify this remark: but 
we choofe rather to give an 
example of a dark explicati- 
on of a clear paflage to ferve 
the bafe purpo'fe of party- 
zeal. 

" Johnxxi, 1 8. Wbenthou 
fxdt be old another Jball gird 
tkse, and carry thee whither 
ibou wouldift not. This pro- 
raifeofjefus Chrift to S, Peter 
belongs to the church, and 
particularly to the head, the 
pontiff of Rome, When Pe- 
ter Ihould . be old, that is to 
fay, in the advanced ages of 
the church, the popes fhall 
be girt by another, and con- 
4u&ed whither they wpuld 



not. Who is the other, that 
fhall gird and carry him whi- 
ther he would not ? It is the 
holy Spirit of God, who will 
conduct the popes by fuch 
hidden- and fecret ways, that 
in fpite of their weaknefs and 
reMance, in fpite of their 
worldly and wicked maxims, 
they fhall be diverted from 
their propofed ends. We 
muft diib'nguilh between the 
Roman court and the Roman 
fee. The fame men, pope, 
cardinals, and clergy com- 
pofe one body conliderablc 
in thefe two points of view 1 
as a court, they are like 
other courts, and a wicked 
interefted policy governs all 
they do : but as a fee, they 
are governed by the infalli- 
ble fpirit of God, and coii- 
ftrained often to do that as 
fpiritual peribns, which as 
fecular men they never in- 
tended to do. Hence it fre- 
quently happens, he comes 
pope out of the conclave 
who was hardly a cardinal 
when he went in ; and he 
comes out a cardinal^ who 
entered the conclave pope in 
deiignj thus all the delibe- > 
rations of the holy fee are 
infallible oracles of truth," 
Had this expofitor ever read 
the words that follow his 

text, 



( 3 ) 

was, which had been dead, whom he raifedfrom 
the dead. *There they made him a /upper, and Mar- 
tha ferved : but Lazarus was one of them, that 
fat at table with him : Joh. xii. Would it not be 
a lofs of time and labour to attempt to explain 
thefe words; and are they not clearer than any 
comments can make them ? The way of obfervar 
tion, then, muft be taken, (2) 

3, There 

text, this fpake Jefus Jtgnify- glorify God ? Mew. ties in- 
ing by 'what death Peter Jhould trigues de la (our de Rom. p. 3, 

Omnia enim ftolidi magis admirantnr, amantque 
Inverfis qua? fub verbis latitantia cernunt ; 
Veraque conftituunt quae belle tangere poflunl 
Aures, et lepido quos funt fucata fonore. 

Luc ret, lib. I. 
(2) Hiftorical pa/ages muji 

be dijcuffed by way of obj'erva- 

tion. I have feen no expofi- 

tor, who affords more obvi- 
ous, pertinent, and edifying 

obfervations, than our excel- 
lent Mr. Henry. Thofe parts 

of holy fcripture, which 

fecm at firft fight the leaft inr 

ftruaive, furnifh in the hand , 

of this ingenious man much 

inftruftion } or, at leaft much 

opportunity of inftrudion. 

What in fcripture feems lefs 

interefting to us than, that 

Ebedmelech the Ethiopian 

drew Jeremiah out of a dun- 
geon with cords, old (aft 

(louts, and rotten rags ? Yet 

our expofitor obferves feveral 

ufeful articles in this hiftory. 

" Faff. A prophet is in a dun- 
geon. Qbfer<vation. It is com- 

nion for wicked people to 

look upon God's faithful mi- 

nifters as their enemies. 

& The. kiog could not 



help him. Obf. Thofe will 
have a great deal to anfwer 
for, who, though they have 
a fecret kindnefs .for good 
people,, dare not own it in a 
time of need. Fatt,. Ebed- 
melech was an Ethiopian. 
Qbf. Some Qentiles had more 
equity and piety than fame 
Jews, Fafi. . Ebedmelech 
was a courtier. , Obf. God 
has a remnant in all places, 
among all .''forts; there were 
fahitsf even in Crcfars houfe- 
hold.pF^. The king was 
fitting in the gate on publick 
bufmefs, when Ebedmelech 
applied to him for the releafe 
of Jeremiah. Obf.' Whither 
mould opprefled innocency 
flee for protection but to the 
throne ? No time muft be loft 
when life is in danger, 'efpe- 
cially a valuable life. God 
can raife up friends for his 
people in diltrefs, where they 
little thought of them. 
A 2 faff, 



( 4 ) 

> g. There are fome texts, which require lotk 
explication and obfervation, as when fome parts 
may need explaining, (3) For example, Acts i. 10, 



And 



. The king orders his re- fubjeft is tbq kingly office of 

Jeafe. Obf. The hearts of Jefus Cbrifi. It is neceffary 

kings are in God's hands, to explain this fubjeft, and 

Let this encourage us to ap- to mew wherein the regal 

pear boldly for God, we may authority of Chrift confills. 

iucceed better than we could " It confifts, lays our au- 

have though t.-r-FdJ?. Ebed- thor, i.in vocation', for the 

melech took old clouts and fubjecls of Chrift are in re- 

rags from under the treafury bci'lion, and he calls them 

in the king's houfe. Qbf. to fubmiffion by his word, 

No iu aft e mould be made and by his fpirit, 2. In le- 

even in kings palaces: bro- giflation; for Chrift gave laws 

ken linen like broken meat to his apoftles, and com- 

fhould be preferred for the manded them to teach all 

ufe of the poor, Fw&. Ebed- nations to ob/ewe all things, 

melech direfted Jeremiah to whatfoever he. had commanded 

put the foft rags under his them. 3. In prefent govern- 

arm-holes. Qbf. Diftrefled ment ; for the dominion of 

people mould be relieved Jefus extends over good and 

with tendernefs. F-aS, Ebed- bad angels, the world and 

taelcch did not throw the the church ; the adminiiira- 

rags down: but Jet them tion of providence, and the 

down by cords, Obf. The diftribution of grace are un- 

poor ihould be relieved der his aftual direction. 4. 

with refpefi.'-' Henry on Jer. In future judgment-, for God 

xxxviii. ' hath given all judgment into 

It is a falfe tafte to his hand." So far explica- 

imagine, thaj; very abftrufe tion. Our author clofes the 

paffages, and very far-fetch- iubjeft with observations on 

ed elucidations of them a- that obedience, which the 

dorn the pulpit. The fineft fubjedls of Chrift ought to 

fermons, that we have, con- yield to this king. " i. In 

fift of plain obfervations of all cafes of confcience, where 

common things preffed home human authority, and the 

on the hearts 'of the hearers, laws of Chrift clam, Chrifti- 

They are moft popular, and ans are to obey him rather 

jnolt ufefu].' ..... than man. 2. ChriiUans 

(3) In fome texts explication are firmly to believe, that 

and obfervation mufl be mixed. Chrift will guard, prote&> 

Here follows an example and perpetuate his church, 

irpm a Daniffi divine. The and they are to ad on this 

........... principle 
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while thy looked ftedfaftly toward heaven, as 
went up> belaid ! two men flood ly him in whits 

, apparel. 



principle amidft all the fraud 
and force of adverfe times. 
3. The fubjefts of Chrift, if 
they would enter into the 
fpirit of chriftian obedience, 
muft conftantly attend, to 
thefe four precepts, i. Seek 
not earthly honours: bat/et 
jour affections in things above. 
2. Contend for Chrift not 
with carnal : but with fpiri- 
jual weapons. 3. Aflbci- 
ate with holy perfons, take 
them for the fubjecls, and- 
for the only true fubjefts of 
Jefus Chrift, 4. Prepare for. 
affliction, perfecution, and 
death; If we fuffer with him 
we Jhall be glorified together. 
Brock mand. fbeol. Syftema. 
Art. xvii. cap. ix. Caf. Con- 
Jcientia 3. ^uis debcant ej/e 
hominis cbriftiani meditationes et 
cur a, ut Chriftum, utRegemfu- 
ym were amet ? Tom, i. /. I o 1 9. 
The following example is 
of the mixed kind. " Prov. 
xvi. 32. He that ruleth his 
fpirit, is letter than he, that 
taketh a city, I . Let us ex- 
plain what it is to rule one's 
own fpirit in regard to our na- 
tural difpofitidns, furround- 
ing object) and vicious but 
old habits. ^. Let us prove, 
that a man, who thus ruleth 
his own fpirit, excels the 
greateft conqueror. In order 
to this, we need only make, 
four olfervations. i. On the 
motives, which animate our 
two heroes. 2. On the ex- 



ploits, that they perform/ 3. 
On the enemy, whom they at- 
tack. 4. On the rewards* 
which they obtain." Saurin. 
Ser. 'Tom. ix. Sur le 'veritable 
beroifme. 

Our divines purfue very 
different methods of difpojing 
of the explanatory parts of 
thofe Sermons, which they 
compofe of obferv^tiofls, and 
explication. 

Sometimes the explanation, 
makes the exordium. Thus 
Dr. Mofs (on Luke xii. 21. 
So is he, that layeth up trea- 
furefor himfelj ] and is not rich 
towards God.) explains the 
text in the introduction, and 
then adds -" from the words 
thus explained, I find ground 
to raife thefe two obfervati- 
ons, which fhall be the fub- 
jeft of my following dif- 
courfe. i. A greedy defire 
of riches, and a fond reli- 
ance upon them, is the moft 
wretched kind of folly and 
improvidence. 2. The beft 
enjoyment, and wifeft im- 
provement of our worldly 
wealth, is to be rich towards 
God ; that is, fo to ufe and 
employ what we have as tQ 
recommend ourfelv'es to his 
benediction and favour there- 
by." Serm, before Governors 
of City Hofpitals at St. Sepul- 
chre's. 1708. 

Sometimes the explication 
makes one part of the body 
of the djlcourfe. ' Mat. v. 

1 
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Here it will be neceflary to explain in a few 
words the caufe of their looking Jtedfaftly toward 
heaven-, for, by lifting their eyes after their di- 
vine m after, they exprefied the inward emotions 
of their minds. It will be needful alfo to explain 
this other expreffion, as he went up y and to ob** 
ferve, that it muft be taken in its plain popular 
fenfe , and that it fignifies not merely the removal , 
of his vifible presence, while he remained invifibly 
upon earth : but the abfolute abfence of his hu-, 
inanity. This is the natural fenie of the words, . 
and the obiervation is neceffary to guard us againft 
that fenfe, which the church of Rome impoles on 
them for the fake of tranfubftantiation.(4) You may 

alfo 

~\&. Let your K$t fojhins le? monftrous doctrine that the 

fsr-e men, and fo on. t.Skew frenzy of fuperftition was .ca- 

\vhat is implied in the duty pable of inventing." It was 

pf letting our light mine be- eftabliftied by Pope Inno-? 

fore men. 2. Lay down cent III. in the thirteenth 

i'ome confederations proper century in the fourth council 

to enforce the practice of it. of Lateran, held in the year 

3. Obferve how farthefecon- 1215. The Greel< church, 

^derations may affect all adopted it in the feventeenth 

Chriliians in general, or fome century. Our author gained 

i'n particular,'* Dr. Water- the higheft reputation by his 

land's Serm. bef. Sons of the controverfy with the- famous 

Clergy at St. Paul's. Dec, 14, Nicole on this article, He 

1721. proved by invincible argu- 

Some mix explication and ments that the dottriw was 

pbferv.ation all through the not known till the ninth 

ferjnon, explaining each pro- century, nor the tvord tran- 

pofition and observing and fubftantiation until, the thir- 

^nforcing the inferences, that teenth. Vid. Mojheim. Hlft t 

arife from it. The difcretion EccL Cent. xiii. xvii. 

of the preacher muft deter- Many of the reformers, 

mine the difpofing of thefe who rejected the doctrine of 

elucidations and obfervati- tranfubftantiation, or the 

ons. change of the bread and 

(4) ^ranfulflat^iation, A wine into the body and blood 

learned foreigner very pro- of Chrift, retained or inventr 

- psrly calls this " the moil ed wild, unintelligible nor 

tions. 
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alib briefly explaiti this other expreffioiij behold ! 
two men, and fhew, that they were angels in hu- 
man fhapes. Here you may difeufs the queftiori 
of angelical appearances tinder human forms. 
Notwithstanding thefe brief explications, this is a. 
text, that fnuft be difcuffed by way of obferva- 
tion. ^ ; 

Obferve, in general* when explication and ob- 
fervation meet in one text, you muft always ex-* 
plain the part, that needs explaining, before you 
make any obfervations , for obfervations muft hot 
be made, till you have eftablilhed the fenfe plain 
and clear, (5) 

4, Some- 

tlons, or rather inexplicable ward part is the body and 
expreffions, concerning the blood of Chrift, which [body 
Lord's {upper. Luther taught and blood-] are verily and in- 
that the real body and blood deed taken and received by the 
of Chrift were received along faithful in the Lord's fup- 
with the bread and wine, per." Catecbifm. 
and that the body of Chrift The reformers thought 
was joined with the bread as themfelves authorized to ufe 
in a red hot iron two diftinft language of this kind by the 
fubftances fire and iron are vi. of John: but this chapter 
united ; and this he called has no more to do with the- 
tonfubftantiation. The efta- Lord's fupper than it has 
blifhed church of England with the creation of the 
ufes very doubtful language world, as feveral of our la- 
on this article. " The body ter divines have (hewn. See 
of Chrift is given, taken, Dr. Harris's zd Serm, on 
and eaten in the fupper, only franfubfi. at Salters-halL 
after an heavenly andj^/n- 1735. The firft proteftants 
tual manner, and the mean, had been fo long accuftomed 
whereby the body of Chrift to confider the Lord's fupper 
is received and eaten in the as a myftery, that they were 
fupper, is faith." Article not offended at the unintelli- 
*xviii. giblenefs of their language 
^ The explication of this ar- and fentiraents on this fub- 
ticle renders its meaning ftill jec"l. 
more abftrufe. " The out- (5) Before you make any ab- 
oard part of the Lord's fop- fervations explain and ejlabltjk 
J>er is bread and wine -the in- ygur meaning* The violation 

ef 



4. Sometimes an obfervation may be made 
way of explication, as when you would Infer fome- 
thing important from the meaning of an original 
term in the text. For example; Ads xi. i. And 
when the day of Pentecoft was fully come, they were 
all with one accord in one -place. It will be proper 
here to explain and enforce the Greek word o^oflu- 
which is tra'nflated with one accord, (6) for 

it 



of this rule is common, and 
a preacher fometimes makes 
obfervations for an hour 
without condefcending to in- 
form the people what he is 
teaching. Suppofey<z/V were 
the .fubjeft, it would not be 
enough to obferve i. faith 
is a gift of God 2. faith 
works by love 3. faith is a 
humbling grace 4. faith is a 
faying grace and fo on ; for 
the preacher mould firft fhew 
what faith itfelf is. - This 
fault prevails very much in 
the applications of fermons. 
Many preachers clofe their 
fermons by addrefles to faints 
to fiuners and to feekers 
of God, or, as fome love to 
exprefs themfelves, to fenfi- 
ble finners; and, for want of 
Explaining their meaning, 
their people go away without 
knowing to which clafs they 
belong. Affurances of fal- 
vation belong to faints 
threatnings to finners and 
encouragements to feekers, 
as they are quaintly called : 
but it miniflers great diflrefs 
to timorous minds to be left 
in doubt concerning the 
clafs, to which they belong, 
and at the fame tiiiie it che.. 



rifh.es pride and preemption 
in bold forward ignorant 
hearers, who never fail to ar- 
rogate to themfelves the ti- 
tles and privileges of the 
people of God. People will 
naturally enquire, of whom 
fpeaketh the prophet ? and they 
defer ve an anfvver. 

The Roman rhetorician 
has well obferved, that three 
things are eflential to the 
carrying a point. What we 
affirm muft be underftood 
remembered and believed. 
" Si accident, ut Judex aut 
non intelligat aut non me- 
minerit aut non credat, 
fruftra in reliquis laborabi- 
mus." Quint. Inft. Lib. iv. 
cap. z. 

(6) I'he Greek 'work oy.oQv- 
y.ZtPtV Jtgnifies with one accord. 
That is, it fignifies fo in this 
place, agreeably to the pro- 
per literal etymology of the 
word. This adverb is form- 
ed from the adjective o/wo9t/- 
and the adje&ive from 
fimilis, and du///!^ ani' 
mus. o^coflv/weiJV uno animo 
una mente concordi ani- 
morum 'voluntate unanimi- 
ter, Heeler id Lex, 

But 
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it fignifies, that they had the fame hope, the fame 
opinions, the fame judgment; and thus their una 
nimity is diftinguilhed from an exterior, and ne- 
gative agreement, which confifrs in a mere pro* 
feffion of having no different fentiments, and 
in not falling out: but this may proceed from 
negligence, ignorance, or fear of a tyrannical au- 
thority. The uniformity, of which the church of 
Rome boafts, is of this kind ; for if they have no 
difputes and quarrels among them on religious 
matters, (which, however, is not granted.) it is 
owing to the ftupidity and ignorance, in which the 
people are kept, or to that indifference and neg* 
ligence, which the greateft part of that community 
difcover towards religion, concerning which they 
feldom trouble themfelves , or to the fear of that ty- 
rannical domination of their prelates, with which 
the eonftitution of their church arms them. Now, 
confider fuch an uniformity how you- will, it will 
appear a falfe peace. If ignorance or negligence pro- 
duce it, it refembles the quiet of dead carcafes in a 
burying-ground, or the profound filence of night, 
when all are afleep-, and, if it be owing to fear, it 
is the ftillnefs of a galley-flave under the ftrokes 

of 

But this word is not always place, with one accord, con* 

ufed precifely in this fenfe. fentientibus votis, animis, et 

Sometimes it only fignifies^- iludiis. The fcope of the 

za/. Thus Lam. ii. 8. o//o. place, more than the etymo- 

fiwfttfJV ikS-swxrf, they [the logy, determines the fenfe, 

rampart and the wall] Ian" that they have given it. 

guijbed together. Job xxxiv. Some divines, from this, 

>S- TsAst/'/ucrfl 5rcw<* <r& o- and other fuch paffages, pre- 

p-dvpetfov, all flejh Jhall pe- tend to derive the imprafliV 

rijb together. iChron. x. 6. cable doftrine of religious 

op-owiJ.&foVAirsQAv?, all Saul's uniformity: a fine fpeculati- 

boufe died together. Our on! and that is all. See 

tranflators have certainly Vol. I. p. 232. n. 7. 
tendered it property, in this 

VOL. II. , B (7) 



of his officer, a mere fhadow of acqniefcence pro- 
duced by timidity, and unworthy of the name of 
unanimity. (7) The difciples of Jefus Chrift were 
not uniform in this fenfe: but their unanimity was 
inward, and pofitive, they were of one heart, and 
one foul. This explication, you perceive, is itfelf 
a very juft obfervation, and there are very many 
paffages of fcr-ipture, which may be treated of in 
the fame manner. (8) 

5. Obfer- 



(7) Popijh uniformity h un- 
'<vjortby of the name of unani- 
mity. There are two gene- 
ral methods of proving this 
proposition. The firft is by 
narrating the hijtory of pope- 
ry ; for of what does it con- 
fift but difputes, divifions, in- 
finite intrigues and endlcfs 
wars ? The other is an expo- 
fure of the principles of po- 
pery, which notorioufly de*- 
ftroy what they pretend to 
cherifh. 

Thus one of our divines. 
" Rom. xi. 22. The/w;- 
-ples of popery are fchifmati- 
cal. i. The church of Rome 
requires the profeffion and 
pradice of great -errors, and 
dangerous corruptions. 2. 
This church hath made all 
thefe errors and corruptions 
necej/ary terms of communion. 
3. Thefe corruptions are im~ 
pofed with a moft uncharitable 
rigor. 4. Theie errors and 
corruptions are im pofed on 
psrfons, who cannot profefs 
.and pra&ife them without 
damnable' fen. 5. The funda- 
mental corruption of this 
church is a virtual denying of 



Cbrift Jefus the bead, and a 
renouncing of allegiance to 
kirn, &c. Mofes Lawman's 
Serai, at Sailers-ball. 1735. 
The principles of popery Jckif- 
matical. 

(8) The original terras of 
many paj/hges of fcript are af- 
ford jitjt and pertinent objerva- 
tioas. The En^lifli tranfla- 
tion of the holy fcriptures is 
in general fo juft, and the 
coniequences of finding fault 
with it fo injurious to the 
common people, that every 
prudent miniiter will avoid 
needlefs obfervations of this 
kind. It is not fair to fliake 
the people's confidence in 
their bibles every Lord's-day 
for no other reafon than that 
of difplaying our erudition. 
There are, however, many 
texts, which ought to be elu- 
cidated as our author dire&s, 
A few examples follow, 

Adls xii.4- Herod intend- 
ed after Eajtcr to bring Peter 
forth: IA*.\O. TO <arcwx,c6 after 
the pajjover. 

\ Cor. xi. 29. He, that 
.eatethand drinketh unworthi- 
ly, eateth and drinketh d<w 
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Obfervations, for the mod part, ought to be 
theological, that is to lay, they mould belong to a 
fyftem of religion. Sometimes, indeed, we may 
make ufe of obfervadons hiftorical, philofophical, 
and critical: but thele jQiould be ufed fparingly, 

and 



- "preach moral pbilofoply, nor 



nation to himfelf : 

7 -a, judgment to himfelf; that did I deliver my doctrine in 

is, he. incurs fume temporal language formed by rhetori- 

punilhrnent as ficknefs, &c. c'al rules, 
ver. 30. an obfervation ought Tit. iii. 14. Let ours alfo 

alfo to be made here on the learn lo maintain goodworks: 

time; for although it pleafed to exercife la-vjul buftnefs gf- 

God topunifh an abufeof the yov fepe eft opus illud, quod 

Lord's i'upper in the Corin- unum sgimus in vita, vitas 

thian church with ficknefs, aclio . &\c Cicero deaat. deer. i. 

or fudden death, yet the fame " De figuris deorum, et de 

fin is not punifhed in the locis atqne fedibus, etderfc-" 

fame manner wow. tione vitae multa dicuntur." 

i Cor. ii. i. I came not Gen. xlvii. 3. It TO ej 
with excellency of fpecch, or 
of wij'dom: ffo<zi<t fignifies 
here the mailer of St. Paul's 
preaching, and \oy&- the 
manner, fee ver. 4. I did not 
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'arc^/gpg? 
Jonah i. 8. T/f GV, gp- 

... j'aA <^f KUflt C-tfJil 

Sic Sop hoc. in Oedip. 



&c. 

Compare Eph. iv. 2 8. \Phil. 
iv. 17. Vid. plura in not. 
Dounati in Op. Chryfoft, torn. 
viii. p 545. Edit. SaviL 

Tit. ii. [2. Live Jblerly, 
righteoujly , and godly : ffa- 
epsi ^ erga Je ipjum <PrA&<a-; 
juile erga proximittn, $v<T$S&f 
ttftzDeutn. Xenopk. Memorab. 
Sc. Def, 22. 2 Pet. ii. 13. 
Jude 12, \y&~'ia.s' t lave- 
feafts. " Thefe were fup- 
P e rs, not attended with the 
Lord's, fupper. Chriftians 
did not conlider thefe of di- 
inititution, and there- 



fore dropped them, when the 
Emperor Trajan by Pliny in 
Bithynia forbad their meet- 
ings." Dr. Lardner. teft. 
heath, ii. 9, p. 40. . 

From all thefe, and many 
more of the fame kind, arife 
jult and pertinent obfervati- 
ons, which may be directed 
to popular edification : but 
it would be better- wholly to 
omit them than to introduce 
them unguardedly, and fo as 
to excite groundless fufpici- 
ons concerning the who!a 
Englifh verfion. 

B ^ (9) Hijlo- 



and feldom, on necefiary occafions, and when they 
cannot well be avoided j and even then they 
ought to be pertinent, and not common, that 
they may be heard with fatisfa&ion. Make it a 
law to be generally very brief on obfervations of 
thefe kinds, and to inform your audience, that 
you only make them en pa/font. (9) 

There 



(9) Hijforicai, philofopt/ical) 
end critical obfer<vations ought 
to be brief. All obfervations 
of thefe kinds, intended to 
elucidate the text, are too 
ihort, which do not anfvver 
this end; and, when this end 
is anfwered, all enlarge- 
ments are fuperfluous. This 
remark regards the text only; 
for in regard to the difcourfe, 
which is an elucidation of 
the fenfe, or general mean* 
ing of the text, it mult be al- 
lowed, fome of our fineft 
fermons are grounded on phi- 
lofophical, jiiftorical, and 
critical data. The follow- 
ing will exemplify my mean- 
ing. 

" Pfal. Ixv. 5. My foul 
Jh'all be fattsfied as 'with mar- 
rc f w and fatnej}. There is a 
piety of tafte and feeling op- 
pofed to a piety of examina- 
tion and reafoning piety of 
reafoning \sfafe: but that of 
taite is p! enfant > and there- 
fore preferable there are 
certain fympatbies and anti- 
. pathies which almoft defy 
explication, and yet are ob- 
vious and undeniable ob- 
fervrition of thefe will eluci- 
date the definite of the text, 



the piety of tafte and feel- 
ing. 

I. Senfible oljeEls offsEt m 
more than abftraff invijible 
objetts do. A play affefts U9 
more than a fermon, not that 
we prefer a play before a 
fermon : but the one exhibits 
fenfible objefts, the other 
treats of invifibles, as of 
God, heaven, hell, &c. Pie- 
ty of tafte, then, includes 
freedom from the dominion 
of the fenfes. 

2. Imagination fupplies the 
place of Jenje and reafon. An 
ideal good may be confider- 
ed as real, if it be accompa- 
nied with an apparatus pro* 
per to ftrike the imagination. 
The features of a perfon do 
not prove, that a union with 
him would produce happi- 
nefs, and yet the clofeft uni- 
on is frequently formed on 
fome fuch prejudice. Objefts 
of piety are unaccompanied 
with impofing appearances, 
and, therefore, they affeft us 
the lefs. Piety of tafte 
guards againft imagination, 
and appeals to reafon. 

3. A prefent good, or agood t 
the enjoyment of which is near, 
offers us mere than an a 



ij ' ) 

There are, I allow, fome cafes, in which ob* 
fervations remote from theology are necefiary to 
the elucidating of a text. When thefe happen, 
make your obfervations 'profeffedly, and explain 
and prove them. But, I repeat it again, in gene- 
ral, obfervations fhould be purely theological, 
either fpeculative, which regard the myiteries of 
Chriftianity, or practical, which regard morality; 
for the pulpit was creeled to inftrud the minds of 
men in religious fubjefts, and not to gratify curio- 
fity, to inflame the heartland not to find play for 
imagination, (i) 

6. Obfer- 



gooa, or than a good to be en- lated, muft be vindicated 

joyed at fome dijlant period, thus, i John v. 7. What 

Sinful obje&s propofe prefent Mr. Martin, the beft vindica- 

enjoyment, religious objefts tor of thegenuinenefsof this 

propofe future happinefs, and text, has faid critically, and 

therefore the firit affeft us hiftorically on the fubject, 

moil. Piety of tafte antici- Dr. Calamy has wrought in- 

pates futurity. to a fermon on the fame paf- 

4. A good, in foffeffing fage. See Martin's E/ay on I 

which <weha<ue found pleajure, John v. 7. Dr. Calamy an 

produces in our hearts in its the trinity, 

alfence as vehement deftre$ as Texts, the undemanding 

A good, that is aflually inpre- of which depends on chrono- 

fent <vie-w. Piety of tafte, logy and kiftary, muft be dif- 

then, avoids worldly plea- cuffed thus. The feventy 

fures for the fake of becom- weeks of Daniel, ix. 24,- 

ing lefs fenfible to wordly The time of the birth of 

pleafures; and it increafeth Chrift, Gal. iv. 4. The 

the pleafures of devotion by time of his crucifixion and 

frequently pra&ifing devo- refurreclion, i Cor. xv. 3, 4. 

tional exercifes." Saur. Ser. The beginning and the 

iv. Sur le gout pour dev. end of the great apoftafy, 

( I ) Injome cafes make bijto- ^ ThefT. ii. i . , . 8. Rev, xiii. 

rical and critical obfervations 1 8. xvii. IO, II, 12. The 

profejfidly. There are feveral flaying of the witnefies, Rev. 

theological fubjefts, which xi. 3. 7. n. and many more 

cannot be difcuffed without of the fame kind, 

fuch obfervations. Texts, All thefe fubjecls are un- 

feme fay are interpo- popular, and, in fome fenfe, 

ne- 



6. Obfervations mould not be propofed in 
fcholaftic ftyle, nor in common-place guile. (2) 
They mould be feafoned with a fweet urbanity^ 
accommodated to the capacities of the people, 
and adapted to the manners of good men. (3) 

One 



neceffary to the general edi- 
fication, for on the truth of 
the fa&s, and not on the 
e'xafi: time of their accoin- 
plifement, depends the peo- 
ples faith. 

(2) Objervatioas foould not 
&e fropofcd in common-p'.ace 
guife. Many fermOnsofthe 
}afi century are mere com- 
mon-place collections, and 
ihofe of the intriguing, time- 
ferving part of the clergy 
are the very worit of this bad 
kind. They had not time 
to ftudy their fubjefts, to 
form a ilyle, and to compofe 
a good fermon. Full of fecu- 
Jar projecls, fired with am- 
bition and refentment, and 
obliged foraetimes to preach 
and print, they were driven 
to the fad neceffity of retail- 
ing the common-places of 
the wholefale dealers, whom 
they execrated. One exam- 
ple (hail fuff.ce. Seth, 
[Ward] lord bimop of Sa- 
rum preached the funeral 
fermon of the duke of Alber- 
marle exaftly in this way, 
" i Cor. xv. 57. The gofr- 
pel tells us, That God hath 
appointed a day wherein he 
will judge the world. That 
Cbrift is ordained of God, to 
to \>& judge both of quick and 
dead. 



That he ihall come in tfo 
clouds - - - 

That he ihall fend his 
angels - - - 

That he {hall fit upon the 
throne of his glory. 

That all nations fhall be 
gathered - - - 

Chrift hath afure/ the 
world of 'the truth of this. 
thccry. 

Not by giving the world a 
fet and feries of imaginary 
principles of vain philofophy - 

Not by bare offer t ions and 
confident repetitions - - - 

Not by phantajlical obfcure 
ratiocination concerning num- 
bers, vehicles" 

In this naked manner, as 

boys firing birds eggs, did 

this glorious divine conneft 

the parts of his fermon, tillj 

toward the clofe, he preached 

hiinfelf into what he calls 

locum hbricum, where we fhal! 

at prefent leave him to gel 

out as he can. 

(3) Obfrrvatiotis Jhould be 
feafoned with aj'Vieet urbanity. 
Urbanity is oppofed to rufti- 
city, and that, of which our 
author fpcaks, regards both 
thtfubjeQ itfelf, and the lan- 
guage, in whichitisexpreffed. 
The Roman rhetorician in- 
cludes gefture, &c. In qua 
nihil abfonum } nihil agrefte, 

nihil 



One of the beft expedients for this purpofe is a 
reduction of obfcure matters to a natural, popular, 
modern air. You can never attain this ability, 
unlefs you acquire a habit of conceiving clearly of 
fubjects yourfelf, (4) and of expreffmg them in a 
free, familiar, eafy manner, remote from every 
forced, and far-fetched, (5) All long trains 

of 



nihil mconditum, nihil pere- 
grinum, neque fetifu, neque 
virbis, neque ore, geftiwe poffit 
deprehendi. Quint, Inft.Lib.w, 
Urbanity is not one fingle 
qualification, it is the union 
of all. There are vulgar no- 
tions, vulgar expreffions, vul- 
gar geftures, vulgar pronun- 
ciations : and there are on 
the contrary finical airs, and 
ime-fpuri theories, which are 
all oppofite to urbanity. This 
difcourfe is too learned, that 
is too common- this ftyle is 
too ftiff, that is too flimfy 
this air is too haughty, and 
that is too free this iermon 
is too orderly, and that is 
too negligent In fhort, if 
urbanity be not in the 
preacher, it will never be 
in his fermons, and nothing 
can give it him but a fami- 
liar converfe with the politer 
part of mankind. Well- 
bred women are the beft tu- 
tors of this fcience : but it 
might be dangerous to the 
morals of fome young men to 
be put under their tuition. A 
refined way of thinking, a 
delicacy of expreflion, in- 
numerable graces of elocu- 
tion and" action, belong to 



fome of the fair fex ; and, 
without finking from manly 
dignity into fqueaking effe- 
minacy, a grave wife man 
may receive many a law from 
their lips. Strength and ho- 
nour are their clothing they 
open their mouths with *wif~ 
dom, and the law of kindnef; 
is in tbdr longuss. Prov. xxxi 
25, 26. 

(4) Acquire a habit of con- 
ceiving clearly of ftilyefls, {( i. 
Conceive of things clearly and 
diftinttly in their own natures. 
2. Conceive of things com- 
pletely in all their parts, 3. 
Conceive of things compre- 
henfivelj in all their properties 
and relations. 4. Conceive 
of things exteiififue[y in all 
their kinds. Conceive of 
things ordcrlj, or in a proper 
method." 

Dr. Watts'sLogick, Chap. vi. 

(5) Exprefsyour thoughts in 
p. FREE mannzr. A minifter 
of jefus Chrifr mould think 
freely, Dr. Bentley fome- 
where execrates thofe, who 
brought free- thinking into 
difrepute by their abufe of 
the term. A ' lober free- 
thinker, uncompelled by 
human authority, and un- 

xeilrained 



of arguments, all embarraffments of divifions and 
fubdivifions, all metaphyfical inveftigations, which 

are 



retrained by human formu- 
laries, is the molt likely of 
any man to attain that gene- 
rous liberal expanfibility of 
fentiment, which the re- 
deemer of the fouls of man- 
kind every where inculcates. 
A minifter of Chrift ihould 
Jpeak freely. His language 
ihould be frank, open, inge- 
nuous, free from duplicity 
and fufpicion of collufion. 
St. Paul feems to include both 
in 2 Cor. iv. 12. EbAA 'sr=tp- 
jtiffta, 2/paY/s^, rnulta liber- 
tate utimur, fc. in evangelic 
praedicando. Fid. etlam 
1 Cor. v. 2. 

' Exprefs yourfelf in a FAMI- 
LIAR manner. There is a 
foft, domeftick ftyle, fuch as 
a wife parent ufes to his fa- 
mily: but this is nothing 
like the filly cant of an old 
nurfe. Dear fouls precious 
fouls dearly beloved and 
an hundred more fuch 
phrafes, however proper in 
certain connections, have 
been hackneyed out of their 
fenfes in cnriiiian pulpits. 
Minifters, who aim at this 
excellence, mould remember, 
there is fuch a thing as being 
too familiar. 

Exprefs yourfelf in an EASY 
manner. Here alfo are two 
extremes. The formal ftiff- 
yefs of a pedant, and the 
sareleffn0 of a man, who 
does not ; refpeft his com- 
pany, a.re both at a diilance 



from Mr. Claude's eafe. The 
eafe of the manner of a chrif- 
tian preacher in the pulpit is 
not the eafe of a man along, 
who may loll and hem 
and hawk and cough and 
fpit and blow his nofe but 
it is the eafe of a well-bred 
man in company. The eafe 
of the matter, of which 9. 
chriftian fermon is compofed, 
is a relative idea, and muft 
take its meaning from the 
perfons addre(Ted; for that 
fubjeft may be very eafy to 
fome, which is extremely 
difficult to others. Nothing 
makes fpeaking on a fubjed 
fo eafy to the fpeaker as a 
thorough underftanding of it. 
With what perfeA eafe to 
themfelves, and with what 
unembarraffed facility to 
others do people in all pub- 
lick places of traffick com- 
municate their ideas ! The 
reafon is, they underftanijl 
what they talk about. 

Exprefs your thoughts in an 
UNFORCED manner. A fub- 
jeft is forced, when it is 
made to fpeak the direct 
contrary of the text, from 
which it is pretended to be 
drawn ; or when a direction 
is any way given it contrary 
to its genuine meaning. Here 
follows an example of each, 
Heb. v. 4. [as] No man taketb 
this honour [of high prieft- 
hood] to him/elf; but he that 
is called of God, Q$ was Aaron. .' 



( 17 ) 

are moftly impertinent, and, like the fields, the 

cities, 



fa alfo Cbrift glorified not him- 
felfto be made an Higk~prieft, 
but he tbRlfaid unto him, Thou 
art my fon> 'this day have I 
begotten thee. St. Paul means 
to inform the Hebrews that 
the chrijlian (economy was of 
divine inftitution, as well as 
that of Mofes that Jefus 
Chrift had as clear evidence 
of hit appointment ,to_ abolijh 
the Aaronical priefthood as 
Aaron had to fet it up the 
general meaning, therefore, 
of this text may be contained 
in this propofition, Jefus 
ChriJPs high-priefthood had 
the honour of a divine infti- 
tution j yet this very text 
comes from an univerfity 
prefs forced into a proof of 
the divine inftitution of - - - 
Englijh Epifcopacy. Defence of 
Epifcopacy, Serm. at Oxford, 



Ifai. liii. 7. He is brought 
os a lamb to the Daughter, and 
asajheep before his Jhearers is 
dumb, fo he openeth not his 
mouth. This text is a volun- 
teer in the fervice of Jefus 
Chrift ; but a zealous divine 
preffed it into the army of 
his mafter, forced it into the 
fervice^ of Charles I. and 
made it blafpheme through 
twenty-five quarto pages. 
Dr. Longford's Serm. be- 
fore the Houfe of Com- 
mons, Jan. 30, 1697. 
Tit, ii, 15. Lei no man 
typife thee. It is in faa as 



notorious, as it is unjuft and 

VOL, II. 



unreafonable, that no lort of ' 
minifters are generally more 
defpifed by the laity of their 
own communion, than we of 
the eftablijhed church of Eng- 
land. A Papift almoil as 
much adores the facrificer, 
as he doth the facrifice of 
the mafs - - - diflenters ge- 
nerally pay a very great de- 
ference to their minifters - - r 
but how common is it for 
men, that call themfelves 
fons of our church, to feoff at 
her priefts - - - I mall con- 
lid er thefe words, i. As a 
caution to the laity not to 
defpife the clergy [that is, the 
epif copal clergy.) 2. As a 
caution to the clergy to give 
no occafion to defpife them." 
Thus begins a good fermoa 
on the above words. We 
think the divifion natural and 
the inferences juft : but the 
text is forced, while it is con- 
fined to the epif copal clergy, 
for it is equally applicable to 
all minifters of other commu- 
nities. Henry Netvcome's Serm. 
preached at a vi/itation at 
Manchefter 1712. Serious ad- 
monition to all defpifers of THE 
CLERGY. 

Exprefs your meaning in a 
tuay remote from every thing 

FAR-FETCHED. A fubjeft 

is far-fetched, when, although 
it may have fome connexion 
with the text, yet this con 
neftion lies at a great diftance 
and obliges the preacher to 
go a long, long way to come 
C at 



; cities, and the houfes, which we imagine in the 
< clouds, 

at it. Here follow two or enabled the compilers to 

three examples. A preacher fuffer martyrdom The devil 

in the latter end of the reign hath had a fpite againft the 

of Charles II. propofed to book ever fince it was fail 

treat of patience and fubmijjion made becaufe it is deftru&ive 

to AUTHORITY, and endea- of his kingdomhe hath 

voured, in a fermon of fifty- employed the utmoft of his 

eight quarto pages, to preach power and policy to blaft its 

the Lord Mayor of London, reputation the papifts threw 

and the Court of Aldermen it out once in Q/Mary'g 

into the doctrines of paffive- days, and ihefanatitis outed 

obedience and non-refiftancej it again in the days of king 

and to this purpofe took for Charles but the moft high. 

his text- Heb. x. 36. Ye have God was pleafed in a mira- 

need of patience, that) after ye culous manner to reftore it-*-" 

have done THE WILL OF and fo all things an done in 

GOD ye might receive the edifying. What a knack have 

'.promife. From patient fub- fome men atreafoning"! And 

million to the will of God to did bifhop Beveridge really 

paffive obedience to the will think, St. Paul would have 

of king Claries is a long taken this infpired book in 

, way! What a herculean -la- one hand, and,;the fwordof 

' bo ur to fetch the text about! the civil magiftrate. in the 

Dr. Moore at 'Guildhall Chapel other, and have done all the 

1684. edifying feats in the church 

Bp. Beveridge had the at Corinth, which his pre- 

. courage to fet out at i Cor. tended fucceflbrs have per- 

xiv. 26. Let all things he done formed elfewhere ! Edifying 

to edifying, and, in one fingle articles edifying creeds 

oft avo fermon of twenty -four edifying oaths edifying 

pages, the dexterity to arrive geftures edifying habits 

at the excellency and ufefulnefs edifying ceremonies edify- 

of the common-prajer-hook ufed ing fpiritual courts edifying 

/;; the ejlablijhsd church ofEng- jails edifying fines 'edify- 

land. What rapid reafoning ! ing baniftiments edifying 

*' The text is an apoftolical executions Let ALL things, 

canon the common prayer is which relate to the Englifo 

exaflly conformable to it epifcopal liturgy, be dontti 
I, [Dr. Beveridge, Reclor of edifying. St, Paul fays fo. 

St. Peters Cornhill] afcrile Jer.vi, 16. Thus faith tin 

the compilation of it to the Lord, Stand ye in the ways ani 

fame extraordinary affiftance fee, and ajk for the old paiw> 

from C?9 d > whiqh afterwards wfart is tb& good <waj, an f 
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clouds, the mere creatures of fancy,- all thefe mould 
be avoided. (6) 

7. Care, however, rnuil be taken to avoid the op- 
pofite extreme, which confifts in making only poor, ' 
dry, fpiritlefs obfervations, frequently faid under 
pretence of avoiding fchool-divinity, and of fpeak- 
ing only popular things. Endeavour to think 
clearly, and try alfo to think nobly. Let your 
obfervations be replete with beauty as well as 
propriety, the fruits of a fine fancy under the. di- 
' reftion ofafober judgment. If you be inatten- 
tive to this article, you will pafs for a contemp- 
tible declaimer of mean and mallow capacity, ex- 

haufting 

walk therein, andye Jhallfind Oxford 1710, Return to good 

reft for your fouls - - - " Old qld principles, 
paths, i. e. the venerable fim- I do not know whether this 

plicity of the churckof Eng- laft example be more forced 

land, as it ftood- from the or far-fetched ; for neither 

firft days of queen Elizabeth the fouls, nor the bodies 

till about the death of of our anceftors found reft in 

Charles the martyr^ thefe old paths, and certainly 

good way, i. e. that divine Jeremiah never fought after 

doftrmeofChriftianity non- them. 

refiftance walk therein, i. e, (6) Avoid imaginary ohfer- 

avoid a fet of odd, Angular, nations. A very accurate 

feparating notions, rely on writer obferves that our 

the opinions of all the wife opinion and belief are often 

and good men in the world, influenced bypaffton by/ro- 

and don't truft your own penjity and by affeftion. The 

Shallow, empty, bloated noted ftory of a fine lady and 

reafon." Well might the a curate viewing the moon. 

Oxonian, who preached thus through a telefcope is a plea- 

frorn the above text, con- fant illuftration of the latter, 

dude his fermon in thefe I perceive, fays the lady, two 

words : All-feeing fpirit ! thou (hadows inclining to each 

Rnvweft we have a name other, they are certainly two 

that we live, and yet are dead, happy lovers : not at all, re- 

jor our works are not found plies the curate, they are 

perfea before God. Wm, filfy's two fteeples of a cathedral." 

verm, before the Unwerfitj of Elem. of Crifid/m, vol. i. chap. 



haufting yourfelf and not edifying your hearers 5. 
a very ridiculous character! (7) 

To open more particularly fome fources of ob- 
fervations, remark every thing, that may help you 
to think, and facilitate invention. You may rife 
from fpecies to genus, or defcend from genus to 
fpecies. You may remark the different characters 
of a virtue commanded, or of a vice prohibited. 
You may enquire whether the fubjeft in queftion 
be relative to any other, or whether it do not 
fuppofe fornething not exprefied. You may reflect 
on the perfon fpeaking or acting, or on the condi- 
tion of the perfon fpeaking or acting. You may 
obierve time, place, peribns addreffed, and fee 
whether there be any ufeful confiderations arifing 
from either. You may confider the principles of 
a word or action, or the good or bad confequences, 
that follow. You may attend to the end pro* 
pofed in a fpeech or action, and fee if there be 
any thing remarkable in the manner of fpeaking 
or acting, You may compare words or actions 

with 

(7) Some Reclaimers make the Almighty to have put in 

thmfel'ves ridiculous by their thefe creatures an immortal 

cbf&rvations. Thus one, foul, how righteoufly might 

" Judges xiii. 22. Manoab they have gone to heaven, 

/aid unto bis wife, We Jha.ll and we have been fhut out. 

die: but his wife f aid, If the Obf. 3. What a great baby 

Lord 'were pleafed to kill us, be a worldling is, he is God's 

would not have Jhi<ived us all fool, the devil's packhorfe, 

tbefe things. Obf. i. The and a drudge for hell." 

gray mare is fometimes the Humfrey V cbriftian'i great con- 

Beft horfe." cern, S,erm. z. 

" Prov. vi. 9. Go to ike ant Multitudes of examples lie 

tlioitjlugga.rd> covfider her <wajs at handj but it would be 

and be --wife. Obf.i. So ra- mifery to tranfcribe fw& 

tional doth this little crea- nonfenfe. It is not every 

ture appear, that, were I not man's part to think nobly.jj 

3 chriilian, I (liould in .fome, but furely all p 

ineafure believe tranfmigra- mould thiplc juftly/ 
lion, Obf, a. Had, it pleafed 



with others fimilar, and remark the differences of 
words and actions on different occafions. You 
jnay oppofe words and actions to contrary words 
and actions, either by contrafting fpeakers or 
hearers. You may examine the foundations and 
caules of words or actions, in order to develop the 
truth or falfehood, equity or iniquity of them, 
You may fometimes make fuppofitions, refute ob- 
jections, and cjiftinguilh characters of grandeur, 
majefty, meannefs, infirmity, neceffity, utility, 
evidence, and fo on. You may advert to degrees 
of more or lefs, and to different interefts. You 
may diftinguifh, define, divide, and, in a word, 
by turning your text on every fide, you may obtain 
various methods of elucidating it. I will give 
you examples of all. (8) 

L RISE 

(8) Sources of olfervations. guide and direfl the under- 
Dr. Watts fays, " Topicks, Handing. It makes ufe of 
and common-places inform the imagination without fub- 
perfons of lower genius, and mitting to it, and keeps it 
refrem the memories of others always in fubje&ion. ft 
of fuperior parts : but, adds confults nature univerfallyi 
he, a man of moderate ge- follows it ftep by ftep, and is 
nius, who has made himfelf a faithful image of it. Re- 
mafter of his theme, has fel- ferved and fparing in the 
dom need to run knocking at midft of abundance and 
the doors of all the topicks, riches, it difpenfes the beau- 
that he 'may furriimi himfelf ties and graces of difcourfe 
with argument, or matter of with temper and wifdom. It 
fpeaking: and, indeed, it is never fuffers itfelf to be daz- 
only a man of fenfe and judg- zled with the falfe, how glit- 
ment, that can ufe common- tering a figure foever it may- 
places and topicks well ; for, make. It is equally offended 
arnongft the variety, he only with too much and too little; 
knows what is fit to be left it knows precifely where to 
out, as well as what is fit to ftop, and cuts off without 
be fpoken." Logic. regret or mercy whatever 

** Tafte, fays Mr. Rollin exceeds the beautiful and 

from the 'ancient orators, perfeft." Belles Ltitrcs t w/. i. 
in compofttion to 
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/ 

RISE FROM SPECIES TO GENUS. 

Pfal. 1. 14. Sacrifice to God tlankfgmng, and 
fay 'thy vows unto the moft High. In difcu fling this 
text, I would obferve firft the terms, facrifice thanks- 
givingj and would elucidate them by going from 
the fpecies to the genus. The dignity of facrifice 
in general would lead me to obferve that it is the 
immediate commerce of a creature with his God, 
an action, in which it is difficult to judge whether 
earth afcend to heaven, or heaven defcend to 
earth that in almoft all the other ads of religion 
the creature receives of his creator: but in .this 
the creator receives of his creature that the Lord 
of the univerfe, who needs nothing, and who eter- 
nally lives in a rich abundance, hath fuch a con- 
defcerifion as to be willing to receive offerings at 
our hands that, of all dignities, that of the 
priefthood was the higheft, for which reafon the 
ancient priefts dwelt in the tabernacle, or temple 
of Godthat, when God divided Canaan among 
the children of Ifrael, each tribe had its portion, 
except that of Levi, to which God affigned nothing. 
"Why? becaufe he loved them lefs? No, but be- 
paufe he gave them the priefthood, and becaufe 
he, who had the priefthood, the altar, and the 
cenfer, had God for his portion, and confequently 
could have no need of temporal things. This is, 
you fee, to rife from fpecies to genus; for the 
text does not fpeak of facrifice in general: but 
of the facrifice of praife in particular j yet, when 

thefe 
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thefe general confiderations are pertinent, they 
cannot fail of being well received, (pj 

II. DESCEND 

(9) Gofromfpecles to genus, pro/per, that lo<ve thee. . The 

That is to fay, If a text preacher does not confine 

mention a general idea, and himfelfto the particular idea 
confine it to fome particular of Jerufakm ; but takes the 

fubjeft, do not raife your general notion national peace, 

obfervations on the particu- andfhews, i. The duty pray 

lar fubjeft, at leaft do not for it 2. The motives p'rof- 

raftrain them to that: but parity of feveral kinds at- 

take the general idea, and tends it. The firft leads him 

make that the ground of your to treat of all the calamities 

difcourfe. For example. of war, and the bleffiags of 

Ads xxviii. 5, 6. Hejhook peace and the laft expands 
off the beaft, andfflt no harm, into many juft and beautiful 
Howbeit they looked, when he concomitants of prosperity. 
Jhould hawe.f'W.ollen, or fallen Ayerft's Serm. "before the Pleat- 
down dead fuddenly; but after potentiaries. at Utrecht, 17.12. 
they had looked a great while, ' . Johnvii. 27. W-eknow thit 
and /aw no. harm come to him, ' man, whence he -is : but when 
they changed their minds, wd Chrift cometb<, 'no 'man knowetb 
/aid that he was a God. This whence 'he- is. The Evange- 
textfpeaksof anunjuft een- - lift, here recardsrthe pretead- 
fure, and a foolifh appljaufe, fid-doubts of fame of the Jews 
which the barbarians of Me- oi^erufalem, verfe 2J, coa- 
lita made of St. Paul-, but -cerningthe claim offo/usof 
by the above rule a good . N-azareth of the Mfifliahlhip. 
preacher took the general An excellent preacher takes 
ideas, and fhewed, -" i.The this text, and treats of infi- 
unreafonablenefs and danger delity in general, '. The text 
of judging others, particular- fays nothing of diibelieving 
ly fuch, perfohs as are not at the being of a God, or the 
ail, or very little known to us, miffian of.Mofes: .but the 
upon account of any calami- . preacher goes' from the par- 
ty, or any other appearance ticular ideas of the text to the 
whatsoever, z. How a.wife general fubjeft, and o'oferves 
and,.gW man ought to. be- i. That a depraved heart of- 
have himfelf, if he ihould fers objections againft reli- 
happen to fufter under any gion without venturing ta 
foch judgment." Dr. Ad&ms believe them 2. That ig- 
Serm. at Windfor before the nor ance adopts them without 
t%ueeu t 1705 .. underftanding them 3. That 

Pfai.;cxxii. 6. Pray for the the whole fyftem of infidelity 
feace of Jerufalem, they /hall is a vain bravado devoid of 

every 



C H ) 

II. 

DESCEND FROM GENUS TO SPECIES; 

An example may be taken from Pfal. cxxiii. 3! 
Behold ! as the eyes of fervants look unto the hand 
of their wafters, fo our eyes wait upon the Lord our 
God. (i) Here, you may aptly obferve in matters 

in. 

every degree of confolation. tes imperatoris in genere, 
Thefe three obfervations are Pro kge Manil. Laudat ftudia 
the parts of the difcourfe. humanitatis. Pro Arch. De 
Maffillon Serm. Careme. torn, gravitate parricidii. ProRo/c. 
iv. DeGraecis teftibus. ProFlac. 
Ezek. xxxvi. 32. Not for De lloicis. Pro Mur* Vid. 
your fakes do I this, faith the >uint. Inft. Lib. v. cap. 10. 
Lord God, be it known unto Edit. Roll, 
you : be ajbamed and confound- ( i ) The eyes of fervants un- 
ed for your ways, houfe of to the hand of their mafters. 
Ifrael. The prophet {peaks The eyes of fervants look, or 
of the unmerited mercy of are direfled to the hand of 
God to Ifrael: but Bp. Be- their matters; fo muft the 
veridge very properly goes ellipfis be fupplied. The 
from the particular applica- phrafe is faid to fignify /car- 
rion in the text to the gene- ideas. Servants expeft from 
ral idea, and " Obferves i. their matters orders^ or /- 
Though God never punifhes ftruflions* as well as favours, 
a nation but when it deferves protection, and corre&ion, 
it at his hands, yet he often ad manum, id eft, ad geftus, 
blefles a nation, when it does nutus> et fignificationes, ut 
not deferve it. Obf. 2. A eis promptiffime miniftrent. 
fenfe of thefe undeferved fa- Hinc Plant, in Aulul. Edico 
vours ftiould work upon tibi ut hujus cculos in oculis 
men's hearts, andftir them up habeas tuis. Et Ver. Adelph. 
the rather to repentance." Aft. ii. fc. I. Caveto nunc 
f fhankfgi<v. Serm. at St. Paul's jam oculos a meis oculis un- 
bef. tj>ueen Ann for Vi&. at quam dimoveas tuos. 
Audenard, 1708, Our eyes 'wait until the 
Quintilian calls common- Lord have mercy on, us. This 
places fedes argumentorum, in is the language of a fervant 
quibus latent, et ex quibus under juft correction for his 
Cunt petenda. Examples faults, and penitently wait- 
from Cicero, Genus, Virtu- ing for forgivenefs. See Jfai, 



in regard "to fervants, and in God in regard to 
three fenfes of the phrafe. There is ,a hand of 
ben'eficence, a hand of prote&ion, or deliverance^ 
and a hand of correction. A fervant expects fa-' 
yours from the hand of his mafter, not from that 
of .a ftranger. He looks to him for protection 
and deliverance in threatning dangers, and re- 
fufes all help, except that of his matter. He ex- 
peels correction from hirrij when he commits a 
fault, aridj when corrected, humbles himfelf un- 
der his matter's frown, in order to difarm him by 
tears of repentancei The application of thefe to 
the fervants of God is eafy. The word fuccour (2) 
is genera], and may very well be confidered by de- 
fcending from the genus to the fpecies, and by 
obferving the different occafions, which we have 
for divine affiftancej and confequently the diffe^ 
rent afiiftances and fuccoursi, which God affords 
us as the help of his word to remove our igno- 
rance, doubts, or errors the help of his provi- 
dence to deliver us out of afflictions the help of 
his grace and fpirit to guard us from the tempta- 
tions of the world, and to aid us againft the 
weakneffes of nature 1 the help of divine confola- 
tiom to fweeten the bitternefs of our exercifes un- 
der diftreffing circumftances, and to give us cou- 
rage to bear afflictions the help of his mercy to 
pardon our fins, and to reftore to our confciences 
that tranquillity, which they have loft by offending 
God, You will meet with a great number of 
texts which may be difcuffed in this manner : but 
great care muft be taken not to ftrain the fubject, 
( for 

1X1 '3- Hammond apud Pol. us. Donee mifereatur noftri 

tyno&inloc. Donee benefadat nobis 

U) Until he have mercy i. e. liberaverit a praefenti 

upon us, or, until he fuccour miferia. 
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for that would make you look like a fchool-boy; 
The beft way is to make only one general obferva- 

tion, and then to apply it to feveral particular fub- 
je&s, collefting all at laft into one general point 
of view, (3) 

III. R E . 

(3) Go from genus to fpecies, no invafions of the rights of 

that is to fay, when a text confdence -Happy the Eng. 

ipeaks of a fubjeft in gene- lifti, wbofe God is the Lord, 

ral, apply the general idea who have the Chriftian reli- 

to particular cafes. Thus a gion in reformed purity, &c. 

general truth may be applied &c. fhankfgiv. Serm. bef, 

to particular perfons times - Houfe of Commons for the Re 

places drcumftances and fo 'volution. 1688. 

on, as in the example given Gal. vi. 2. Bear ye ent 

by Mr. Claude, to illuftrate anothers burdens, and; Jo fulfil 

which the more, we fubjoin the law of Chrift. This ge- 

the following. neral exhortation is juftly and 

Ffal. cxliv. 15. Happy is beautifully applied by Dr, 

that people, that is infuch a Snape to the relief of the Ci- 

safe [as the pfalmift had been ty-hofpitals. Bear ye [rich 

defcribing.] Tea, happy is that citizens of London.] the inno- 

people, nuhofe God is the Lord, cent burdens, that aiFeft the 

Thefe general truths, appli- condition, the bodies, or the 

cable to any nation, are ap- minds of your fellow-crea- 

plied by Bp. Burnet, in the tures in thefe hofpitals. Re- 

moft beautiful manner, to the lieve poor children from the 

Englijb nation under the au- burden of ignorance by fub- 

fpices of William III. and they fcribing to Chrift' $ hofpital 

aniount to this happy is Relieve profligate people 

Great Britain in being fe- from the guilty burden of 

cured from breaking in } that is, vice by contributing to -Bride- 

from foreign in-vajionli^- well, and the. Londonrwork' 

py is Britain in the fecuiity of houfe Relieve the fick poor 

liberty and property, a fecond by contributing to the bofpi' 

fenfe of fecurity from breaking tals of S. Bartholomew, and 

in, ver. 14.- Happy the Eng- S. Thomas Relieve the mad 

lifh, who are fecured from and diftracled by fubfcribing 

going cut, that is, who are to Betllehem. Spittal Serino" 

\\Qtbanifoed, wharrajfid into fit S. Bride'' s. 1707. 

voluntary exile Happy the Mat. iv. I. Then was Jt/ 111 

Englifli, who have no com- led into the wildernefi to b( 

plaining in their Jtreets, no tempted of the devil* The text 

perverftgn of publick j uftice, fpeaks of temptations in gene- 



ral: but a fermon preached to 
the clergy of the diocefe of 
Clermont runs only on temp- 
tations to ambition in particu- 
lar, to which clergymen are 
expofed. " The Erft fnare is 
only a fcheme to live gen- 
teelly, command the flow*' to be 
made bread, this danger be- 
longs to the firft entrance on 
the miniftry. The fecond is 
prefumptuoufly to afpire after 
preferments^ he fet him on the 
pinocle of the temple; and excites 
a vain hope, that God will 
be glorified by ram enter- 
prizes, be Jball gi<ve his angels 
charge. This belongs to an 
afpir'ing minifter. The third 
is a boundlefs defire of riches 
and honours in elevated fta r 
tions, by which a man is in- 
duced to fubmit to abjeft 
fervices for the fake of elevar 
tion, all thefe 'will I give 
the? if thou wilt fall down 
and wor/hip me. Mafftllon Con* 
fer, i. fur I' ambit ion des 
dens. 

John ii. 24. Sat Jefus did 
not commit himfelf unto them, 
becaufe he knew all men, and 
needed not that any jhould tef- 
tify of man, for he knew what 
was in man. The text gives 
this reafon why Jefus did not 
confide in them, becaufe he 
knew 'what was in man. He 
did not confider them as dan r 
gerous confidants on account 
f one fin only, he viewed 
the whole body ^ of fin in 
them, he faw ri w ov TOJ dv- 
MTO. There is (by the way) 
an elegant antanaclafis in the 
paffage. Many at the paflbver 
in his pame, 



Jefus did not t 
\QV OM\OI<,. The like figure 
is in John i. 10. he was zv 
TCO x,o<r[j.u, and ox.o<r[j.<&> was' 
made by him, and o jto:r//.< 
knew him not. So again. 
John iv. 13. 14. rirt? o-Trtvw 

TB7K <Pllwei 
A ZX, T'<S 



V. Of AV 

a syu 

? TW a,tav&. To re? 
turn, the text confiders the 
ignorance, inconftancy, male- 
volence, &c. of the Jews,- 
and affigns the notice, that 
Chriit took of the whole, as a 
reafon why he did not trull 
himfelf to them : but Ep. 
Maflillon compofes from this 
text a fermon on Jlander and 
begins thus. " They were 
the fame Pharifees, who had 
decried the conduft of Jefus 
Chrift to the people, and en- 
venomed the innocence and 
holinefs of his words, who 
made a feint of believing in 
him, and arranged themfelves 
among his difciples; and 
fuch, my brethren, is the 
character of a detraftor, who 
hides under an outfi.de of 
friendly politenefs, the wor^n- 
wood and gall of flander." 
He obferves, nothing can be 
more frivolousthanthepretexts 
ufed to juftify flander it can- 
not be juftified by the impru- 
dence of the culprit nor by 
the notoriety of the crime : 
nor by zeal for the glury of 
God. The difcuffion of thefe 
three reflections make the 
whole of that beautiful dif- 
courfe. Ssr. Car, 4. far la 
medifance. 
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Examples 



Examples from Cicero. 
X-audatur Pompeii temperan- 
tia a pracipuis temperantia; 
jfieciebiti, per negationem. 
fro kg, ManiL Pifonis fce- 
lera exaggerantur per fpecies 
frudelitatis, avaritiie, perfir 
diaj, impietatis. ./ Pi/. 

The following rernarks 
feem well grounded. Genus 
ad probandam fpeciem mini-: 
pium valet, plurimum ad re~ 
fellendam. Contra, fpecies 
firm am probationem habet 
generis, infirmam refutatio- 
nem. Quint. Infi. lib.v, 10. 

Before a preacher defcends 
to particular ideas, he (hould 
take care to prove the gene- 
ral idea is in his text, other- 
wife he will build on the 
fand. 

Epifcopal, and Archidiaco- 
ml vijitations have been 
grounded on the following 
texts. I Sam. vii. 15. Satr.ud 
<yjeni from year to year in cir- 
cuit to Bethel, and Qzlgat, and 
fylizpeh, and JUDGED Ifrael 
in all thefe places. 2 Chron. 
xvii. 7, 8, 9. Jehajhtiphat fent 
princes TO TEACH in the cities 
of Judah, and with them he 
fent Levites and priefts, and 
tjyey went about throughout all 
\he cities of Judah, and 



TAUGHT the jJ#>//*,rLuke 
viii. i. Jefus went about all 
Galilee, TEACHING and- 
PREACHING the gofpel. Afts 
xv. 35- Paul f aid unto Bar- 
nabas, Let us go again, and 
vijit our brethren in every ci~ 
ty, where we have preached 
the 'word of the Lord, and SEE 
HOW THEY PO. The ap- 
plication of thefe to Englifli 
epifcopal vifitatipns is not 
pertinent, becaiife the gene- 
ral idea, that is violation, 
in the epifcopal fenfe of the 
word, is not in the texts. p. 
of Lincoln' 's Charge in prim, 
frifitation 1706. 

Gal. iv. i8. It is good to. 
be zealovjly affeEled always in, 
a good thing. The objecl of 
Cliriftian zeal is a good man, 
or a good thing, and, when 
a furious zealot, applied 
thefe words, to. the canons, 
the articles, the homilies) 
and the liturgy of the elta- 
blilhed church of England; 
and, when he affirmed, zeal 
for them is incompatible 
with toleration of diilenters, 
he certainly found that in 
the nut, which had never 
been in the Ihell. Smeatotis 
Vifitat. Serai, at Andovert 
1704 
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III. 

REMARK THE DIVERS CHARACTERS OF A VICE, 

WHICH IS FORBIDDEN, OR OF A VlRTUE, WHfCH 
IS COMMANDED. (4) 

For example, 2 ThefT. iii. 5. I'be Lord direft 
your hearts into the love of God^ (5) and into the pa- 
tient waiting for Cbrift. (6) Here I Ihould defcribe 
the characters of tnie love to God, and, perhaps, 
it might not be improper to fubjoin the characters 
of expectation of thrift ; and, that I might not 
feem to travel the.fams road twice, I would call 

the 



(4) Remark the charaRers 
pfa, 'vice, or a virtue. Ob- 
ierve what properties, or pe- 
culiar qualities belong to any 
particular fubje.dt This is a 
land of diffufiye definition, 
including propria and diffe- 
rentia. We have a fine ex- 
ample of this manner of 
treating the fubjeft of phi- 
lanthropy in i Cor. xiii. 
In like manner S. James de- 
fcribes the chara&eriftical 
properties of the ivifdom, that 
is from above, iii. 17. "I 
ihall explain, fays an excel- 
lent man, each of thefe feven 
charaBers of wifdorn, and 
ihew, that they are the cha- 
rafters of true and heavenly 
wifd-om, and then apply what 
Ihall be faid on this argu- 
ment to ourfelves." Dr. Brad- 
ford's Serm. on purity and 
1>eace at Boiv-Churcb. 1710. 

" Afts iv. 32. The multi- 
tude of them, that believed, 
wjsre of one heart, and of one 



/oul, &c. ... .Obf. i. The 

t<vjo great characters of the 
whole body of Chriftians at 
that time, unanimity and 
chanty. Obf. 2. In what 
manner and degree Chrifti- 
ans in every age ought to re- 
ferable them in theie charac- 
ters, &c. &c." Dr. Bradford's 
Serm. at St. Sepulchre's for 
Charity-Schools. Unan. and 
Char, the Charaft. of Chrifti- 
ans. 1709. 

(5) fhe Lord, that is, 
Chrift, by his fpirit :dire,l t 
moveatque magis et magis r 
jour hearts into the love of 
God, vel i. paffivam, quai a 
Peo eft : vel 2. a&ivam, 
quod perinde eft, quum al r 
tera alteri femper annexa fit, 
nempe in adultis; quse eft 
erga Deum, ut Deum diligar 
tis. Pali Synopf. in lac. 

(6) In dileftionem Dei. i. e, 
utDeumdiligatis. Genetivug 
hie objeftum. fignificato 
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the Iatter 9 emotions, which accompany hope in 
Chrift.(7) 

To begin with the char afters of true love to God. 

i. The 



In patientiam Chrifti. i. e. 
fui, nomen repetit loco pro- 
nominis, per hebraifmura 
nempe in earn patientiam, 
cujus caufa eft Chriftus ; vel 
propter Chriftum, ut fit el- 
lipfis <re \ny-A, Grot. 

Patience of Chrift. TKO/J.O- 
vyv T X?/r. Rev. i. 9 . Kctt 



(7) Emotions, which ac- 
company hope, that is to fay, 
the concomitants of hope. 
Concomitants are not cauia- 
tive, or confequential : but 
collateral ; they are con- 

I joined with another thing. 
Thefe, in the compofition of 
a fermon, referable accom- 
panyments in mufick, and 
our divines throw them into 
their com pofi lions in a great 
variery of methods. Some- 
times they treat of conco- 
piitants profejjedly, as Mr. 
Claude does above j more 
frequently, efpecially among 
pur old divines, concomitants 
compofe the application', of 
this latter method two exam- 
ples mall fuffice. 

" A&s vii. 22. Mofes was 
learned in all the laifdom of the 
Egyptians, and c $yas mighty in 
words 'and deeds." After dif- 
cufling the fubjeft, human 
literature, and "fhewing the 
great advantages of it in the 
exercife of the miniftry, the 

. preacher makes an application 
of his fubjecl by ihewing 



what ought to accompany hu- 
man learning in the minifters 
of religion. '* i.Ufeitnot 
unnecejfarily. 2. Ufe it not 
<vain-glorioufly. 3. Ufe it not 
proudly. 4. Ufe it not here- 
'tically. 5, Ufe it not pro- 
fanely. But ufe it with hu~ 
militymoderation-r-fobriety->-> 
as an handmaid to Chrift, &<;. 
Funeral Sermon for Langley, 
Mafter of St. Paul's School, 
by Dr. Reynolds. 1657. 

" Jojbua i. 2, Mofes my 
fervant is dead. . . . The fer- 
vant of Chrift, whofe funeral 
we are now folemnizing, 
like Mofes, was faithful in 
executing all the parts of 
his office ; and his fidelity 
was accompanied with . . i .Dif- 
iftterejiednefs 2. Plainnefs 
and opennefs of heart~%. Cou- 
rage 4. Candour-^^. Concife 
good fenfe6. Diligence, &c, 
&c. Sam. Jacombe's Serm, at 
Bright' s funeral. 1656. " 

In modern practice con- 
comitants are ufually inter- 
woven with the fubjeft, and 
ferve to explain, illuftrate, 
and prove it, conveying in- 
numerable graces into a dif- 
courfe, and freeing it from 
the ftifrnefs of fcholaftick pe- 
dantry. Various methods, 
however, are proper on va- 
rious occafions, and preachers, 
muft ufe their own (kill int 
felefting. 



i. The feat of it is the heart, which it pene- 
trates, and pofiefies. This diftinguiihes it from 
the feigned love of hypocrites, which is only in 
word, or in external actions, while their hearts are 
full of finful felf-love, fo that it may be faid of 
them as God once faid of the Ifraelites, this people 
honours me with their lips, but their heart is far from 

me. 

24 It is a love, that pofleffes the whole heart, 
without allowing a partition among different ob- 
je&s. Thus it is diftinguimed from that partial 
love, which almoft-chriftians have, who have fome- 
times good defires toward zeal and repentance : but 
they are tranfient only, and never come to perfec- 
tion, becaufe the foul is divided, and occupied 
with various worldly objects, and becaufe the love 
of God, from which true repentance and zeal pro- 
ceed, is not rooted in the heart : it is. for this reafon, 
that fcripture commands us to love God with all 
our hearts, or, as David fpeaks, to love him with a 
cordial affettion. (8) 

3. The 

(8.) David fays, nve muft Pfal. cui.- 13. 'The Greek 

love God cordially. I fhall verb GirK&yxyi^Qi/.&i, from 

fuppofe, Mr. Claude alludes ffirh&yxyw ', a bowel, is of- 

to Pfal. xviii. 2d. in the ten ufed in the fame fbnfe by 

Heb. the ift verfe. I will the writers of the New Tef- 

love tbee, Lord. lOfTlX tament. Luke i. 78. per 

ex intimis vifceribus diligam <uifcera mifericordia. Phil. ii. 

te. CpFn dilexit, proprie i . Ji qua vifcera. Metonym* 

ex intimis vifceribus quafi fubjefti. Col. iii. 12. vifcera. 

deduftum a nomine CDM*! mifericordia. Metonym. i 

uterus, qui tenerrimo aiFeftu . John iii. 17. Clauferit vif- 

foetum compleftitur. Buxtorf. cerafua. Parkburjl. 

The verb, as one obferves, Our Lexicographers do 

is in Kal. and fignifies to be well to trace words to their 

affefied, move or yearn as the original roots : but we fhould 

loiueis do in tender affe&ion, do very ill, were we to ufe 

as in love or pity. To love the original root-word al- 

intimately) tenderij, itittrifely. ways to exprefs the meaning 

of 



3. The love of God is not indeed alone in the 

heart of a good man, he may alfo love creatures 5 
a father loves his children, a friend his friend, a 
mailer his fervant, a king his fubjects, a wife her 

hufband ; 

of a writer more fully. Mofl flem luft Ms of the flem 
words expreifive of the opera- corruptions of the heart 
tions of fpirit were originally bowels of mercy a dear re- 
taken from the material in- deemer fighting for God 
ftru men t, by which thefe in- purging from iin a naked 
vifible operations expreffed finner things of God 
themfelves. Hand for power-- breafts of ordinances womb 
heart for fenjibility bowels of converiion rottennefs of 
for love and a thoufand heart putrifying fores, &c. 
more might be mentioned, &c. I will not fay what one 
and a natural account might faid of men abounding with 
be given of them. But, thefe phrafes, they are a great 
waiving an exaft difcuffion nothing in ajuggling-box : but 
of this fubjeft, it may not I mull fay, their fermons 
be improper to obferve, that are difagreeable fomethings, 
a divine mould avoid indeli- which produce bad effects, 
cacy of ftyle, and feek to find A young clergyman of my 
out acceptable words. Eccl. acquaintance, hearing a mi- 
xii. 10. I fay nothing of nifter preaching on the types, 
fome indelicate tranflations and expounding the fat, that 

' of whole pafiages of fcr'ip- cowreth the inwards > and the 

ture, fuch as I Kings xxi. t<wokidnies,andthefat,which 

.21. Ezek. xvi. 4. 6. 25. is by the flanks, and the caul 

Matt. ix. 20. i John iii. 9. above the liver, Lev. iii. 3, 

v. 18. but I may venture to 4. became fo heart-fick, that, 

fay, that many fingle words, had he not left the alTembly, 

and even many phrafes, not and fled into the pure open 

improper in our prefent air, the doctrine would have 

tranflation, become very im- inftantly operated as an eme- 

proper in fermons by an in- tic too powerful for all his 

judicious and promifcuous refojution to refift. " Let a 

ufe of them. Were a ftudent young preacher imagine him- 

to make an index expurgate- felf expounding a whole con- 

rius, probably he might fee gregation into fuch' fenfa- 

reafon to expunge feveral of tions, by an indifcreet ufe of 

thefe, and alfo many popu- obfolete language, and let 

lar phrafes and terms of our him turn a deaf ear to the 

eld divines. For example, above hints if he can. 
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fcufband ; but the character of divine love in us is, 
on the one hand to fmTer no love contrary to it- 
ielf in the heart, for no man can ferve two maflerSt 
and the love of tie world is enmity againft God\ 
and on the other hand, love of God does not fuffer 
any of the objects, the love of which is compati- 
ble with itfelf, to hold the chief place in the heart. 
This chief place is for God, to put him in a fe- 
cond place is to treat him opprobrioufly. Even 
to equal another object with him is to infult him, 
wherever he is, he muft fill the throne himfelf, and, 
if a holy heart be an image of heaven, as it is in 
effect, God muft reign there^ and all muft be fub- 
mifiive to him. 

4. The emotions and acts of this love muft be 
infinite, without meafure as well as without fubor- 
dination ; without bounds as well as without parti- 
tion. . The realbn is, our love muft refemble its 
object, and its object is infinite, and this is one 
fenfe of this command Thou/halt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy foul (9). But how, fay you, can 

we, 

(9.) Low mv,ft refemlk its communicates to the feeling 
bjeft. A great critick fays, produced by it. A wall or 
" that many motions have pillar that declines from the 
fome refemblance to their perpendicular, produceth a 
caufes is a truth, that can painful feeling, as of a tot- 
be madeclear by induction tering and falling within the 
fluggifh motion for example, mind. This is ftili morere- 
caufeth a languid unpleafant markable in emotions raifed 
feeling ; flow uniform mo > by human aftions : any fignal 
tion a feeling calm and plea- inftance of gratitude, befides 
fant; and brifk motion, a procuring efteem for the au- 
Hvely feeling that roufes the thor, raifeth in the fpeftator 
fpirits and promotes aftivity. " a vague emotion of gratitude, 
""-A found in a low key, which difpofeth him to be 
brings down the mind ; fuch grateful; and this vague 
a found in a full tone, hath emotion hath a ftrong refem- 
a certain folemnity which it blance to its caufe, viz. the 

"I. E .paffion 
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we, w)ip are Enitie creatures perform infinite ab? 
I anfwer, tl?e ats of the creature are in a manner 
infinite, (i) This infinity confifts in my opinion 

in 

paffion that produced the exhauftible; and incompre- 
grateful aftion. In fhqrt henfibje, for when we call 
'with Tefpect to all virtuous them infinite, we have' no 
a&ions, it will be found by other idea of this infinity, 
induction, that they lead us but what carries with it 
to imitation, by, inspiring feme reflefltjon on> and inti- 
emotions refembling the paf* mations of, th^t number or 
jions that produced thefe ac- extent of the a&s or objefts 
lions." Paifions indeed are of God's power, wifdom, 
afcribed to the divinity only and goodriefs, which can 
figuratively in fcripture: but never be fupppfed fo great, 
is, there any harm in purfujng or fo many which thefe at- 
: the thought, of this admira- tributes will not always ex 
ble cfitkk, and applying it ceed, let us multiply thejn 
.to chriftian love excited; by in our thoughts, as far as 
the niighty afts of the invifi- we can, with all the infinity 
ble God, who not only of endlefs number!'* EJjty 
opened ' inexhauftible trea-, b. ii. c. 17. /. i. 
iures of temporal favours : Our tranflators feem to 
.but Jo \k<ved 'the world as.to ufe the word infinite in the 
give his only begotten Son, that fame fenfe, Pfal. cxlvii. 5, 
'tvhofoe--ver believeth in him He tdletk the number of the 
jhould not perijh but hcwe eter- ftar.s : he calleth them all ly 
nal life ? 'their names. Great is our 

(i) Infinite. Mr. Locke Lord, and of great power, 
on this fubjeft fays, " the bis, under/landing is infinite. 
great God of whom, and HSDQ |^, non numerus. 
from whom are all things, Tne emanations of his wif- 
is incomprehenfibly infinite, dom, and the afts of his 
But yet when we apply to power are beyond all our 
that firft and fupreme being, computations. Nahum Hi, 
our idea of infinite, in our 9. Ethiopia and Eg\pt were 
weak and narrow thoughts, her (No Amman's) ftrengtb 
wC do It primarily in refpeft of Hlfp ^^\andit <was infinite, 
'Ms duration and ubiquity : Belides all the natural advan- 
and I think more figuratively tages which No- Ammon had 
to .his power, wildom, and from her fuuation, verfe 8, 
gpcdnefej and other attri- there was no end of the fuc- 
butes, which are properly in- cours, which Ihe received from 

Ethiopia, 
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in two things. \ ift. Our emotions go to the ut- 
nioft extent of our power without coolnefs, or 
caution ; and, fecondly, when we have ftretched 
our fouls to the utmoft of our power, we cannot 
be content with ourfelyes, and we acknowledge 
our duty goes infinitely beyond our emotions, and 
aftions". Thus we ought to love God with all the 
powers of oiir hearts, giving up (if I may fo fpeak.) 
our whole fouls to him, and at the fame time we 
fliall feel a fecret diflfatisfaction with ourfelves for 
not being able to love him enough. (2) 

5. This 

Ethiopia, as well as from E- called an infinite feries. The 

gypt. The fame expreffion mind running along fuch a 

is in the zd chapter and gth feries, begins loon to feel an 

verfe of this prophecy. And uneafmefs, which becomes 

the fame again in Job xxii. 5. more and more fehfible, in 

Are not thine iniquities infi- continuing its progrefs with- 

nite? Do they not exceed all out hope of coming to an 

thy confeffions, repentances, end. -The pleafure we feel 

and reckoning* ? at firit, is a vivid emotion of 

(2) We Jhall be inwardly grandeur, arifing from the 

di/atiified with our/elves for immenfe extenfion of theob* 

not being able to lo<ve God jeft: and to increafe the pain 

enough. " No man who ttu- we feel afterward for the 

dies himfeif or others, but want of a termination, there 

muft befenfible of a tenden- concurs a pain of a different 

cy or propenfify in the mind, kind, occafioned by ftretch- 

to complete every work that ing the eye to comprehend 

is begun, and to carry things fo great a profpeft : a pain 

to their full perfection,' that gradually increafes with. 

Hence our uneafmefs when the repeated efforts we make 

an interefting ftory is broke to grafp the whole." Elem. 

oft' in the middle, when a ofCr. vol. i. f. 8. 
piece of mufic ends without David, confidering the 

a clofe, or when a building omnipotence of Jehovah, 

r garden is left unfiniihed. Pfal. cxxxix. feels various 

' The ^ fame uneafmefs is emotions WONDER, Mar* 

perceptible with refpeft to vellous are thy works, and that 

fubjefts that admit .not any my foul knoweth right well. 

conclufion ; witnefs a feries LOVE, How precious alfo are 

that has no end, ' commonly thy thoughts unto me, God ! 

E 2 
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5- This love, which has no bounds itfelf, fets 
bounds to every emotion towards other objects. It is, 
3S it were, an immenfe fire, emitting a few fparks, 
a few comparatively faint emotions, toward infe- 
rior objects , fo a king collects in his own perfon 
all the honours of his kingdom, and communi- 
cates fome lucid titles to inferior fubjects, (3) fa 

the 



SATIETY, How gnat is the right reverend lord 
fum! PAIN, Such knowledge is Nokes adopts it, it is high- 
too wonderful for me, it is high, ly probable; and when his 
/ canot attain unto tt. IN D i G- grace, the moft reverend arch- 
NATION againft the unrea- bijhop Nokes efpoufes it, it is 
fonable enmity of men, Do absolutely certain', his enn- 
tiot I hate them, Lord, that nence Cardinal Nokes car- 
fyate thee? 1 hate them 'with ries it beyond certainty, and 
perfetl hatred, I count them his holinefs Pope Nokes 
mine enemies. What a refem- crowns it with infallibility 
blance between the objefis of Did the faculties of men rife 
h^ ideas, and the emotions and fall with titular dignity, 
or pafiions produced I there would be fomething 

( j) Kings are fountains of probable in all this : but, as 
iottour. As far as this arii- we are fure of the contrary, 
cle affefts religion, fo far it we muft be wholly inexcuf- 
comes under the confidera- able, if we fuffer ourfeives. 
tion of a divine. Pompous to be determined in theolo- 
titles have often given an air gical matters by the rank of 
of rational gravity to the moft thofe, who affirm or deny, 
ridiculous abfurdities, and er- Civil titles of honour owe 
rors uttered by men dignified their exiftence to princes, who 
with titles have wonderfully may truly be faid to -create 
impofed on the credulous part them: but clerical titles are 
of m-ankind, when the fame the offspring of complaifanct, 
^rrors, diverted of thefe ex- and princes only beftovv, al 
traneous recommendations, low, and protect them. In 
it is plain, would have been the primitive church modern 
utterly exploded. A freak titles were unknown. Cy- 
in the head of John Nokes prian wrote to the Bifhopof 
is of no value, and Tom. the Rome, Cyprianus Cornelia 
tapfter laughs at it: but this fratrijahtem, Cyprian wiihr 
fame freak becomes an arti- eth health to his brother Cir- 
cle of confideration, when Dr. nelius; and in this ftyle : ran 
Nokes publifh.es it j when the all the addreffes of primitive 

bifhops. 



the Tea diftributes of its boundlefs waters to rivers,"' 
fountains, and rills. Not only muft we refuie to 

love 



biihops. After the time of 
Conilantine, the clergy, in- 
fected with court-air, com- 
plimented one another in po- 
lite language, and with high- 
founding titles ; St. Jerom 
ftyled Pope 'Damafus Mofl 
ble/ed Sir, and St. Auguftine 
and he interchanged fimihr 
compliments. In procefs of 
time, the clergy, long- ac- 
cuftomed to titular diltinc- 
tion, were affronted, when 
their titles were omitted; St. 
Chryfoltom fays, " A moil 
vehement heretick, converf- 
ing in time of perfecution 
with a prelate, neither called 
him pontiff, nor archbifiiop, 
nor moll religious, nor holy : 
but what? your reverence, 
yourwifdom, your prudence, 
and, by addreffing him by 
thefe common appellations, 
denied his AUTHORITY." I 
own, I cannot much blame 
this heretick ; for, if the 
clergy availed themfelves of 
popular complaifance, by it to 
aflume dominion over con- 
fcience, it was time to drop 
titles fo dangerous to chrif- 
tian liberty. The fame title, 
that afcribes dominion to a 
prieft, attributes fubjection 
to the people. Perhaps, with 
a view to this our wile mailer 
might fay to his followers, 
Salute no man by the way, 
Li)ke x. 4. when ye enter 
into a houfe, falnte it, and, 
*/the houfe fa worthy, let jour 



PEACE, [that is to fay, your 
civility .] come upon it : but if 
it be not worthy, [if the inha- 
bitants abtife your complai- 1 
fance.] let your peace return, 
to you. And) 'when ye depart 
out of that houfe, or city, 
Jhake off' the 'duft of your feet t 
&c. Mat.x. 12, &c. 

To recura, It was in the 
difpute between the Patriarch, 
of Conftantfnople, and the 
Pope of Rome, concerning 
fupremacy, that, the papal 
faction prevailing, titles of 
fuperlative dignity were ap- 
propriated to the Roman Pon- 
tiff, and titles of compara- 
tive dignity to Patriarchs, 
Archbilhops, Bifhops, and 
fo on, " Ha? appeliationes, 
fays my guide, nulla.lege 
pracipiuntur: fed a pio ufu, 
et reverentia, qua? religiofis 
ac facris viris debetur, pro- 
venit." Quid. Pancirola. The- 
faur. lib. i. cap. I . De titulis 
dignitatum E'cclefiaJ}. 

Ail, that our reformers fay 
againft academical degrees and 
titles anfwerable, is to be 
underftood, I think, only of 
divinity degrees, "It is dan- 
gerous and unneceffary, lays 
Wickliff, to give men the 
title of mafter or doctor in 
divinity, therefore in good 
reafon thofe titles are to be 
fhunned in the church of 
God." la Serm. Domini in 
monte. Luther, Zuinglius, 
Hufsj and others fpeak the 

ftune 



love what God has forbidden, and choofe to re- 
fpe6t what he allows us to love : but, to fpeak 
properly, we ought to love only what he commands 



US 



fame la?iguage. Dell, one of 
the moft eager writers again ft 
titles and degrees, rxprefly 
fays, " I openly affirm, that 
degrees in divinity, (for I 
meddle with none elje.) given 
by the univerfities to their 
children are plainly and 
grofiy Antichrillian, being 
jnoftmanifeftly contrary to the 
word of th e gofpel . ' ' T'r yal of 
Spirits ( TeJiimony again/} De- 
grees. 1654. y William Dell. 
Had this diiiinction been 
made, thefe men would not 
have been taxed with enmity 
again ft all degrees, and all 
human literature ; for all their 
deiign was to deftroy the po- 
pular notions, that great 
learning was effential to the 
knowledge of chriftianity 
that a good linguift, or a 
good mathematician muft 
necejfarily be an able divine-- 
that illiterate men muft rely 
en the report of graduates in 
matters of religion, and not 
judge for themfelves that 
ability to preach was in none 
but graduates and that a 
vicechancellor, and not the 
choice of the people conveyed 
2. liberty of teaching in the 
Chriftian church. 



In the Ploughman's com- 
plaint, fet forth in the reign 
oi" Edward III, the plaintiff 
fays, "The glofers fay, the 
people will more believe the 
preaching of a mafter, that 
hath taken a ftate of fchool, 
than the preaching of ano- 
ther man, that hath not taken 
a irate of mafterlhip." The 
anAver is, " It is no need 
that mailer? bear vvitnefs to 
God's teaching, or word, 
that it is true and good, nei- 
ther can any man by his 
ftate of mafterihipj which 
God hath forbidden, draw 
any man from his fin, rather 
than another man, which is 
not a mafter, nor will be 
none, becaufe // is forbidden 
him in the go/pel" The 
writer plainly refers to Mat. 
xxiii. 8, &c. and means, by 
what he calls the fchool'ftate 
of mafterjhipy that domi- 
nion over conftience in religi- 
on, which Chrift forbids his 
followers to a/Tume. 

Thus another, fpeaking 
of the apoftles, and primi- 
tive minifters, whom hecon- 
trafts with the popiih cler- 
gy* 



Whilome al thefe were low, and liefe 
And loued theyr flockes to feede, 
They neuer ftrouen to be cbiefe, 
le was theyr weede. 
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iis 1 to love. This love ihould be in our hearts 
amidft all our other affections as a prince is 
among the officers of ; his army,, or, to fpeak 
niore itrongly, as God himfelf is amongft alt the 
creatures of the whole univerfe, giving to all life, 
motion, and being. (4) 

6. The love of God is accompanied with bu- 
wility and fear, as a fait to prevent corruption ; 
and by this mean we are kept from, degrading, 
liberty into licentioufneis. In effecT/, how great 
rnercy foever God has for us, it is the mercy of a 
mafter. How great foever his paternal tendernefc 
is, it is the rcndernefs of a fovereign judge. His 
mercy, . which is fo amiable to us, is never fepa- 
rated from his infinite juftice and power; and one 
of the moft efiential marks of our love to , him 
is to tremble and become nothing in his prefence. 
Thefe two things always go together. To fear him 

rightly 

Then, addrefling himfelf the fliepherds in the. valley) 

to a fhepherd, in the habit with ufmg fond termes^ and 

of a prieft, fitcing on an nuitleffe words, he fays, 
eminence, and reproaching 

But-if thee luft to holden chat 
With feely fliepheardes Avayne, 
Come donune, and learne the little what, 
That Thomalin can fayne. 

Shepherds Calendar. July 1579* 

The obje&ions, then, of (4) Col. in. 14, 15. ET* 

primitive proteftants lay not tract- z TUTO/J (^vffa^t 

gainil degrees and titles: quod ex ver. 12. repeti hie 

but againit clerical authority debet.) rw JaTc. Kett w 

ever confcience, which, under fJj(- T Qsv BPABETETfl. 

cover oi" academical honours,- tv TCU? K&^IOJK: vpuv. A 

oppiefled the fimple truth, manner of fpeaking taken 

This note, 1 own, has only a from the Grecian games. Let 

Very occafional connection it fu judge cxercifiug fupreme 

with the text of our author : authority. B?rfsu qui dif- 

out here I had room, and tribuit prsemia certaminis.-> 

Heave it. ' fa/or. 
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rightly we muft fear him as a father j and to love him 
rightly we muft love him as a fovereign Lord. (5) 
7. This love muft in one refpect imitate the love 
of God, from which ours proceeds: but in ano- 
ther refpect it muft not imitate his. It muft imi- 
tate 

(5) We muft fear God as a called a flial fear, which 

f&ther, and <we muft love bint dreaded offending God ; and, 

tit a fovereign. This is a as the religion of moft men. 

fine remark, and perfe&ly generally arifes at firft from a 

agreeable to the nature of mixture of fear of puniihment 

thingSi and to the holy fcrip- and fear of offending God, 

tares. We are naturally (fo they made this compound 

farmed, that our felicity de- difpofition a fourth fort of 

pends not on the extinction fear, and called it initial 

of any one paflion : but on fear. Some added a fifth 

the due regulation of all. called natural fear, Thorn* 

Agreeably to this notion, dquinas Sum. ii. 2. 9. Art, 2. 

Mofes fays, Exod. xx. 20. The truth is, fear is a na- 

Fear not ; for God is come tural paffibn, which changes 

to prove you, and that bis its name, I had almoft faid 

fear may be before your faces, its nature, with its object. 

that ye Jin not. Fear not, that ** A fervile fear of fain, fays 

yewayfear! that is to fay, one, attending a deprivation 

Do not dread God as a ty- of good, and accompanied 

rant ; for fuch a horror would with a fear ofjtn, is a lauda- 

incapacitate you for reve- ble fear, and John the Bap- 

rencing him as a father. This tift endeavoured to excite it, 

difpofition accords with the when he faid, Mat. iii.. 

higheft joy, Serve the Lord generation of vipers! vjho hath 

iyitb fear -rejoice with trem- warned you to fee from the 

bling and kifs the Son, Pfal. nuratb to come? and Jefus 

ii. ii, 12. Chrift, when he faid, Mat. 

The old fchoolmen confi- x. 28. Fear him, who is able 
dered fear in religion in a to defiroy both body and foul in 
fourfold view, a fear oflofing hell. " Idcirco toties mi- 
temporal advantages for the natur fupplicia futura, ut eo- 
fake of religion they called rum timorem conciperemus, 
a 'worldly fear ; and this they et refipifceremus." Laurent. 
faid was wicked. A fear of Beyerlinck. Tbeatrum. Tom. 
divine puniihment, operat- vii. in verb. Timor. 
ing reformation they named See vol. i. page 290. note 
a Jlavijh fear ; and this they j. p. 287. n. 8. izz. n. 2. 
thought wferfeff. That they ' - ' 



tate his, b^ aiffufing itfelf where his dtffufes itfelfj 
and follow it, even when it is beftowed upon 
enemies, according to our Lord's precept^ Lwe 
your 'enemies^ bhfs them that curfe you, do good, 
to them that hate you, and pray for them 
that defyitefully ~nfe you, -and perfecute you, (6) 

that 

(6) Pray for them that per- fertiori would have been to 

fecitteyou. The pacifiek dif- the laft degree inexplicable, 

pofition inculcated by our had not the noble hiitoriari, 

Lord in this, and the other unfolded the matter, We 

verfes connected with it, has take the liberty to afk his 

never been more manifeftly Lordfhip what he means by 

mifreprefented, than when orthodoxy, for learning we will 

it has been explained fo as let alone at prefent. Hean- 

to include a tame Jubmiffion fwers, " It may be in that 

to blind guides in religion, catalogue of fins, which the 

Pray for your perfecutors .is zeal of fome men hath, 

equal, according to fuch ex- thought to be the Jin againft 

pofitors, to put out your the Holy G/w/, there may 

eyes refign your chriiiian not any one be more r?afon- 

liberty give up your bible ably thought to be fuch, than 

forlwear the fupremacy of a minifter of Chrift turning 

Chrift and renounce the rebel againft his prince, 

only principles, that will (which is a moft notorious 

fupport any profeffion of apofta/y againft his order) 

chriftianity. I will flate one and his preaching rebellion 

cafe. to the people, as the doctrine 

The Earl of Clarendon is of Chrift ; which adding 

pleafed to affirm, that " there Mafpheny and fertinacy to his 

was not from the beginning apoftafy, hath all the marks 

of the long parliament one by which good men are 

orthodox or learned man re- taught to avoid that fni 

commended by them to any againft the Holy Ghoft." 

cfuirch in England." We Hi ft. W.ii. Heterodoxy, t\\en, 

'ecolleft the hiftory ; of his was a refilling of the civil 

Lordmip's life, his alliance and religious tyranny of the 
to the crown, and all his va- bloody houfe of Stuart, and 
interefts in the then learning was a proving of 
ng family, and in all fuch refiftance the fin againft 
r meafures of government, the Holy Ghoft, This was 
we expeft the partiality court-divinity, let us itep 
f a man, who tells his own into the church, 
but, after all, this af- 
n, p Divines 
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ihdt ye may Is the children of your father, ixhk'h U 
in heaven -, for he maketh his fun to rife on the evil 
and on the good^ and fendeth rain on the juft and on 
the unjuft. But in another refpeift we muft not 
imitate his love, for God's love to us is a jealous 
love, which cannot confent to our having any other 
object of fupreme love befide Jiimfelf : but our 

love 

Divines went even farther counts. Baftwick's prayer 
than his Lordfhip, and, not was, 'From plague, pe/tiknce, 
content with harrafling, ba- and famine, from bijbops, 
nifhing, imprifoning, and priefts, an& deacons, good Lord 
ruining thoufands for non- deliver us ! and how many 
conformity to the religion of prayers, how many fermons, 
the prince, interpreted felf- how many more peftilent ih- 
determination in matters of ftruments have been drawn 
faith to be a refinance of au- up, and fired off by epifco- 
thority, and thundered out palians againft Baftwick, and 
damnation againft all fuch all his accomplices ! 
offenders. With thefe hor- Let one preach .the divine 
rid founds the pulpits rang right of Kings another the 
all through the reigns of divine right of bijbcps a 
James and Charles I. No third the divine right of 
text fo courtly, none fo pro- tiihet-*-let all preach a divine 
per to rife to preferment by right to do wrong let Dr. 
working as this of St. Paul, Nichols declare, that' "they 
Rom. xiii. 2. They that rejift are atheifts, who affirm that 
Jhall receive to themfelves dam- government originates in the 
nation. With what face people, that this notion is bar- 
could fuch men, or their pa- rowed from the moft pejlilsnt 
negyrilJs, reproach the par- atbeifts, and can be defended 
Viament-preachera in the on no other than Atleillical 
time of the civil wars with princfy!it, i> ->-and. let them 
uttering feditious fermons ! plague and perfecute the 
.Dr. Walker, in his confufed world for not believing 
.ATTEMPT, has colle6led them: but let them not af- 
ro any of their expreffions ; firm, that Jefus Chrift framed 
L'Eftrange has done the a go/pel on their forry prill- 
fame: and all. their collec- ciples to ferve fuch fecular 
tions are attended with the purpofes. He commanded 
bittereft reproaches, fo that, his difciples to pity and pray 
I think, they have one and for their perfecutors : b ut 
another, and all together they may do both without 
fully and fairly balanced ac- believing a word they fay* 
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Jove to him can have no greater perfection than 
that, which arifes from a multiplicity of ob- 
jects : onr jealoufy refembles that of the prophet 
Elijah, who, being afked, when he was, in the 
cave of Beer-lheba, what he did there ? anfwered, 
1 have been very jealous for the Lord God of 
UoftS) for the children of Ifrael have forfaken thy co- 
venant, and thrown down thine altars. This was 
St. Paul's jealoufy, when he faw the Corinthians 
turned from the purity of his gofpel , 7 am jealous 
lover you witl) a godly jealoufy, for I have efpottfed 
jyou to one hujband, that I may prefent you a$ a chafte 
"virgin to Chrift, Indeed, one of the moil indubi^ 
table marks of our love to God is to lament 
when his name is difhonoured, his word neglected, 
or defpifed, and his commands violated. (7) 

' 8, A 



(7) I am jealous over you imminebunt pericula, inter 

with a jealoufy of God. The quae hoc longe maximum eft, 

French yerfion is literal, ne putemus verba fpnthim 

2Cor.ii. 2. Jefuis jaloux de eamdem s^cio'tv habere ac 

yous d'une jaloufie de Dicu, in yerfione videntur. Ssepif- 

ZiiAa yap vpcLs Qzv WA$> del fi'me enim contingit ut tranf- 

zelo, i. e. propter deum, non lationis Y oca bla nefcio : 

meo commodo. This is an quam vim habere videantur 

he&rai/m, and it may not be auribus impends quam non 

impertinent to fubjoin the habent in ipfo originali (ut 
following remark. " Cum <, vocatur) textu apud aures 

Linguae difcendae operam linguae adfuetas. Hebracf, 

dare incipimus yerfipne lin- exempli caufa, paflim con- 

gua notiori fcripta indige- junguntinfimtivumverbofuo 

inws; at fi contingat nos quaft nomen ita dicunt mori- 

numquam poffe ejus auxilio endo morieris et Homerus II, 

malta errorum nobis ii. 1. 788. 



t &c. &c. 

" - - Hinc denuo colligimus aut hoclierno-ufu inter doftos 

aures adfuetas linguis hodi- tritis, qualis eft latina; quarn 

er nis facilem errofis occafi- emphafinolimnon habuerunc 

Pnem prasbere, dum quaedam apud Hebrreos, Graecos, aut 

enpbatica videntur et funt in Latinos. - - - LtCltr,c.'' An 

(fnguis aut hodie vigentibus, Grit. /. i. / I. <r. 4, 

F 2 
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8. A chriftian's love to God principally confifts 
in obedience. (8) This, I grant, is not always a cer- 
tain character-, -for how many perfons are there, 
who abftain from evil, and do good, from prin- 
ciples of intereil or fear rather than love? but, 
however, it is a negative character always fiirej 
becaufe it may always be concluded, that they, 
who do not obey God, do not love him, for all,' 
who do love God, obey his laws. The reafonis 
evident. All^ who truly love God, have an ardent 
defire of being loved by him, and it is efTentialto 

: ij ' J '.' ' - . ' ; 

love to defire a return of affection from its object. 
We cannot expect to be beloved of God,,un!efs we 
ftrive to pleafe him, nor can we pleafe him without 
keeping his commandments. The love of God is al- 
ways accompanied with an holy diligence to pleafe 
him, and an awful fear of offending him. A true 

believer 

(8) Love fn God conf.jls poflideres. Ah! homo, h 

principally in obedience ; not in liasc experiwnto nolTes, puta 

extaiies, and high flights of quia, ut ego, tenebras ferres 

fancy. Let us hear brother graviter yitze tiiE. Quando 

Roger, a holy rhapfodiil, autem erit ? Putas ne videbo . 

wham cardinal Bona calls an Quando? Quando? Quando? 

Extatic Man. " Quid, putas, Omnia in inora ; nimium fi- 

erit. fi in intimp tuo intimus enda hxc dilatio. Ah! Ah! 

fit Deus ? A quantis tene- Ah! - - - Htec verba f.lmtii 

bris ad quantas duceris da- funt !" &c. Abftrufe enthn- 

ritates per SPIRITUM ejus ? fiaft! Is this fpiritual rcli- 

Si illas, qua; in intirais illis, gion ? Is it not rather the 

five 'internis fecrctis funt, natural language of* an odd 

nofies infimas contemplationei, animal, compounded of a 

li illas lucidas illuminations;, fine fancy and a coarfe lazy 

|i illos fervidos fpkndores, ji carcafe ? It is not the holy 

illos fimplices radios, fi illos fpirit of God. It is un- 

puros fulgores, ii illos -vivi- taught genius bubbling 

ftcos ardores, fi illos pdcijicos through the thick lips of a 

fapores, fi illos deliiiofos, imo ftupid, inebriated, high-f c " 

t/ctitio/ijjimos dulcores, fi res monk. Vid. Bcn<s of. 

incognitas -et innominalihs, res cp. XX. de amors, 
tarn en expirimsxiahs pcrfecle 
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jbeliever is always afraid, left any thing through 
negligence or infirmity fhould efcape him, and 
idafli with his duty, or provoke his God. This 
made St. Paul fay, Work out your own fahation 
with fear and trembling-, and elfewhere, / keep 
my body, and bring it into fubjeftion , 



(9) / bring my lody under life of his hero, gives, for an 
futjeflion. That is 'to fay, example to the brethren, one 
I endeavour, as every wife infallible proof of his morti- 
man fhould, to regulate my fying the deeds of the body, 
fenfual appetites by reafon. And what is it? Why - - - 
This meaning is too iimple "immediately after the death 
and plain ; and, from this, of this father, and as the bre- 
arid other fuch paffages per- thren were laying him out, 
plexed with endlefs fubtilties, his habit, lying on the 
Jiave arifen profitable monk- ground, was actually heaved 
ery in the church of Rome, up, and carried along, the 
and unprofitable aufterities in floor by the multitude of ver- 
jCome proteftant communities, min that lodged in it." As 
all contrary to the fpirit of if this were not enough, the 
chriftianity. The friars, thofe biographer tells a naftier tale, 
fanclimonious hypocrites, and boldly adds, " Les de- 
have laid fuch fcriptures at licats fronceront le ne - - - 
the bottom of all their rules, mais 1'odeur en eft tres fuave 
and their rules are pretended dans le ceil, et fort agreable 
expofitionsof thefe fcriptures. aux aunges." La vie du Pert 
The Francifcans mortify their de,Matincour, fa Mortification, 
bodies for the benefit of their /. 306. 
fouls. How ? They are call- Nicholas de Lyra, and 
pd Minores for their mean- others, have had the affurance 
nefs Nudipedes for their go- to affirm that Jefus Chrift was 
ing barefoot ^zwz/^r*' for a Minorite friar, of the order 
thei* wearing, a rope for a of S. Francis -, for which 
girdle mendicantes for their Luther juftly reproved them, 
begging and they may be op, torn. ii. Others,haveattri- 
called frigidi for their mak- buted fuch virtue to the balit 
ing it a virtue to fit without of the order, that, fay they, 
a fire in cold weather/^/'- " people buried, in it, in 
cuJofi for their naftinefs, and virtue of the habit, and the 
foon. The writer of the life merits of the brethren, in- 
of father Fourier du Matin- ftantly go to heaven. Doce- 
cour, having celebrated innu- rent, homines fepultos in 
fuerable fuch virtues in. the vefle Francifcana, virtute 

veftis 
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kft, after I law preached to other $, I flyfelf JjhouM 
become a caft-away, and hence thofe prayers or holy 
men, teach me thy ways, Lord 9 I will walk in 



veftis et meritorum ordinis, 
refta in ccelum evolare. O 
felices pediculos, exclaims 
Erafmus, qui in tarn beata 
habitant vefte." Wolf. left. 
Memorab. to?n. i. C5V. 

The order of S. Francis 
was fo acceptable to the age, 
in which it was fet up, that 
ffteen hundred Monafteries 
were prefently ere&ed; and 
the Father general foon offer- 
ed Pope Pius thirty thaufand 
brethren to affilt him in his 
expedition againft the Turks, 
and he affured his holinefs, he 
could fpare this number for 
v/ar without fufpending the 
religious iervices of the 
order. 

Here are two odd circum- 
fiances, a moft mortifying, 
difagreeable, deteftable fet 
of rules for fubduing the 
item, and an immenfe mul- 
titude fubmitting to them. 
Were men different then 
from what they are now? 
Not at all. A converted 
Francifcan will blab the fe- 
cret. Thefe are his words, 
'" When I was made a friar, 
H great number of people 
-were prefent at the folemnity. 
I appeared in a fpruce garb, 
iiad there my horfe, my 
fword and piftols, and ap- 
peared with much gaiety and 
fplendor. The head of the 



convent advifed the people 
to take notice of my pom- 
pous condition, and that \ 
was willing to lay afide all 
thpfe outward glories for St. 
Francis, his fake, and ac- 
cordingly I difrobed myfelf, 
and put on the mean gar- 
ments, which bejonged to 
the order, and then made 
three vows of obedienc^ po- 
verty, and cbaftity. After 
that took one and twenty 
oaths; now in the oaths I 
fwore never to come on horfe- 
back, never to wear ihoes, 
to obey my fuperior in what- 
ever he commanded me, with- 
out examining th^; lawfulnefs 
of his commands,, not to bg 
afliamed to beg, never to be 
out of my friar's habit. But 
that which was a caufe of 
difguft at that time unto me 
was this j the fuperior. tells 
me, that I muft take my 
former garments, that is re- 
turn in the fame poiture I 
came, and go fee my friends, 
and though all thefe things 
were, againft ray oaths, 
yet he would ABSOLVE me 
from them. And this is the 
ftate of all the Irilh friars." 
Recantation Sermon of Anthony 
Egan, entitled the Francifca% 
Convert, preached at 
1673. 
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t^uth , unite my hart to fear thy name-, (i) may 
God make you perf eft , in every good work^ to do his 
mil-) working in you that^ which is well-pkajing in his 
fight through Jefus Chrift. 

9. The love of God is not only continued in a 
chriftian : but it is alfo inflamed under the rod of 
correction, contrary to that falfe love, which fub- 
lifts only in profperity, and is quite extinct in ad- 
verfity ; for falfe love in religion flows from tem- 
poral intereft, and is dependent on irregular felf- 
love: but true love to God regards his glory and 
our falvation, two things which can never be fepa- 
rated, becaufe God has united them fo, that they 
conftitute the very eflence of religion. Whenever, 
then, it pleafes God to chaftife us, thefe two great 
interefts (I mean his glory and our falvation.) pre- 
fent themfelves before our eyes ; and, whether 
we confider chaftifements as .the fruits of our own 
fins, which have offended God, or as paternal 
ftrokes to eftablilh us in holinefs, they cannot but 
inflame our love. Add to thefe, that, when a 

believer 

(t.) Unite my heart to fear dm fluftuat inter fuos afFec- 
ity name. Pfal. Ixxxvi. u. tus. Poftquam ergo quid rec- 
Range du tout man cceur a turn fit didicerint fideles, ac- 
craindre ton ttom. Alii ver- cedat firmus confenfus ne- 
tunt, latifica cor meum, ac cefle eft, ne in pravas cupi- 
ii verbum effet a radice ditates cor ebulliat. Ideo- 
tTin ( our ^ f ft Englifh bi- que aptiffima eft in verbo 
bles read, Itt my hert de- unltndi metaphora, ex qua 
iyte infearhtge thy name.) fed colligimus turbulentum efle 
potius eft a "Jfyi quod unire cor hominis, diftrahi, et 
fignificat: qui fenfus optime quafi diffipari in varias par- 
convenit prafenti loco. Sub- tes, donee Deus ad fe col- 
eft enira antithesis, quae non leftum in firmo et zquabiU 
fatis fait, ut par erat, obfer- obedientiai tenore retineat. 
vata, inter firmum propofi- Cafo. in loc. 
tum, quo adhseret cor homi- UnirAduna Conftringe-~ 
nis Deo ubi a fpiritu regitur', Coge Applica mentem meam 
et inquictudinem qua #ftuat, ad tui nominis reverentiara. 
et illuc rapitur, qan- PoU Sjnopf. in loc. 
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believer fees his God frown, he cannot help ap* 
prehending in fome fenfe that his wrath will go 
farther, that the Lord will forfake, and entirely 
leave him. Hence thefe expreffions of David, For* 
fake me not Lord, my God be not far from me. 
My God, my God, why baft thou forfaken me ? why 
art thow fo far from helping me* and from the words 

j j J- o ' 

of my roaring ? (2) And hence Afaph fays, Will the 
Lord caft off for ever ? and will he be favourable no 
more ? is his mercy clean gone for ever ? doth his pro- 
wife fail for evermore? 

The Tyrians, it feems, when Alexander be- 
fieged them, imagined, they faw by fome extraor- 
dinary motion, that the image of Apollo, in which 
all their hopes of protection were placed, intended 
to quit their city ; to prevent this misfortune they 
fattened their god with chains of gold. (3) This I 

own 

(z) My God! My God, noftis tenebras occurrat. At- 

&c. Pfal. xxii. 2. Deus me- que hoc fidelibus accidere 

us, &c. primus verfus duas dico, ut fecum luftando tarii 

notabilesfententiascontinet: carnis infirmitatem prodant, 

quse etfi in ipeciem videntur quam fidem teftentur. Cah. 

contraris, quotidie tamen in loc. 
piorum animis limul obre- (3) the Tynans faftened 

punt. Qqod fe a Deo relic- their god with cbaiiis of gold, 

turn et abje&am dicit, queri- The tutelar god of Tyre was 

monia videtur effe hominis Hercules, to his altar they 

defperati: quas enim reiidua" chained Apollo, a .brazen 

ell fidei fcintilla, ubi in Deo ftatue, taken by the Cartha- 

nihil auxilii fentitur ? et t.a- gini'^ns from Gela in Sicily, 

men quod Deum fuum bis and by them prefented to 

appellat, fuofque gernitus in the Tyrians. Their fear of 

ejua finum deponit, non ob- his going over to Alexander 

fcura eft fidei confeffio. At- was owing to a dream of jane 

qui hoc inteftino confliftu of the citizens, 
pios exerceri neceffe eft, quo- The 27th chapter of Eze- 

ties favoris fui figna Deus -kiel is a fine defcription of 

fubducit, ut quocunque ver- this famous city. The peo- 

tant oculos, nihil prseter pie of God traded there in 
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own was a foolifh fuperftition : but methinks we 
may fanctify the thought, and almoft learn a be- 
liever's conduct from it. "When he imagines his 
God means to forfake him, he holds him (if I 
may be allowed to fay fo.) with chains of love, he 
throws around him the tender arms of his piety, 
he weeps on his bofom, and, to make ufe of a 
better example than that of the Tyrians, he con- 
jlrains him, as the.' difciples did at Emmaus, 
Abide with me for the day is far fpent, and it is to- 
wards evening. 

10. True love to God is not fuperfiitious. Su- 
perftition ufually fprings from one of thefe four 
principles. Either firft from fervile fear, which 
makes people believe, thac God is always wrathful, 
and invents means. to appeafe him, employing for 
this purpofe ridiculous practices unworthy of hu- 
manity 

tvleaf, honey, oil, and lalm, exprefly declared, before any 

or rojln, 17. All ufeful ar- human fagacity could difco- 

ticles, fays Mr. Henry, and ver their connection and if- 

notferving to pride, or lux- fue; and the ruins of this 

w y- once famous city -preach the 

Tyre was, as the prophet truth of divine revelation. 
calls ir, the daughter of Sidon. Tyre /hall be as the top of a. 

Jfai. xxiii. 12. And Car- rock, a place for fijbers to dry 

thage and Utica were colo- their nets on. " Such, fays 

nies from Tyre. Ambae a a good writer, hath been the 

Phcenicibus conditse, ilia fate of this city, once the 

[ie^tJtica.") fato Catonis moft famous in the world for 

fignjs, hsec [Carthago.] trade and commerce. But 

o. Pompon. Mel. c. 67. trade is a fluctuating tiling : 

The fate of Tyre, that is, it paiTed from Tyre to Alex- 

Pf the old continental Tyre, andria, from Alexandria to 

.and of the later infular Tyre, Venice, from Venice to Ant-' 

^ a foretold, and circum- werp, from Antwerp, to 

tantially defcribed by the Atntlerdam and London, the 

prophets, particularly by Englilh rivalling the Dutch. 

^zekiel. Their vices and as the French are noiv ri vai- 

tb lr puniihmenis were both ling both.- Trade is a. 
, VOL. II. G 



( 50 ) 

inanity itfelf. (4) Or 2dly from a natural inclina- 
tion, which we all have, to idolatry, which makes 
men think, they fee fome ray of the divinity in 
extraordinary creatures, and on this account they 
transfer a part of their devotion to them. (5) Or 
gdly from bypocrify, which makes men willing to 

difcharge 

plant of tender growth, and bord d'une riviere a 1'autre; 
requires fun, and foil, and on les repaiflait d'hiftories 
fine feafons, to make it de forciers et de poffedes, ils 
thrive and flouriih. It will imaginaient aifement que St. 
not grow like the palm-tree, Genou gueriffait de la goute, 
which with the more weight et que Ste. Claire gueriffait 
and prefTure rifes the more, les yeux malades. Les en- 
Liberty is a friend to that, as fans croyaient au lougarou, 
that is a friend to liberty, et les peres au cordon de St. 
But nothing will fupport it Francois, &c. Volt, fur la. 
and promote it more than Tolerance, c. xx. 
virtue, and what virtue When the monafteries were 
teacheth, fobriety, induftry, fuppreffed in England in 
frugality, modefty, honeity, 1535, there was found fome 
punctuality, humanity, cha- of the -virgin Mary' 's milk at 
rity, the love of our country, eight places, the coals that 
and the fear of God." Bp. roafted St. Lawrence, an an- 
Newton, Diff". on Proph. I. gel with one nving, who 
1 1 . brought over the head of the 

(4) Superftition is riaicu- fpear that pierced our Savi- 
lous. Quand les hommes our's fide, &c. &c. &c. 
n'ont pas de notions faines Superftition. See vol. I. p. 
de la divinite, les idees fauf- 216, note 5. p. 218, notes 
, fes y fuppleent, comme dans 6, 7, -p. 244, note 6. P 
jes terns malheureux on 252, note i. p. 255, notez* 
trafique avec la mauvaife (5) Men have a natural in- 
monnoye, quand on n'en a clination to idolatry. The 
pas de bonne. Le Payen people of Tyre and Sidon 
craignait de commetre une hearing Herod's oration, gave 
crime de peur d'etre puni par ajhout, faying, It is the voice 
les faux dieux. Le Mala- of a God and not of a man, 
bare craint d'etre puni par Ads xii. 22. aud the Lycao- 
fa pagode. Dans ncs ficcles nians, on hearing Paul ana 
de barbaric on leur faifait Barnabas, faid, The Gods are 
croire que St. Chriftophe, come down to us in the likentfi 

avait porte 1'enfant Jefus du of men. A&s xiv. n. S e f 

vol. 



difcharge their obligations to God by grimace, 
and by zeal for external fervices ; for which pur- 
pofe they can perform a great number of any 
kind. Finally, from prefumption, which makes 
nien ferve God after their own fancies, and eftablifh 
fuch a worfhip as pleafes and flatters themfelves, 
without regarding whether they pleafe God, (6) All 
thefe appear in the fuperftitions of the Church of 
Rome, the greateft part of which fprang from 
fsar of the fire of purgatory, as mortifications, 
mafieSjjubilees, indulgences, penal fatisfaflions, and 
many more of the fame kind. It is alfo evident, 
thatfome came from that dreadful propenjity natural 
to all mankind to deify creatures j to this may be 

referred 

vol. I, p. 182. note i. 183. je fuis dans un lit de mort, fi 

n. 2. au lieu de reparer le mal que 

" Graeci homines deorum j'ai fait, je mecontente d'en 

honores tribuunt iis viris qui demander pardon, etde fairs 

tyrannos necaverunt/ Quse quelques refolutions legeres 

ego vidi Athenis ? quse aliis de n'y plus tomber, fi j'efpere 

in urbibus Grsecis ? quas res que dieu me fera favorable a 

divinas talibus inftitutas vi- caufe de ces demarches, je 

ris ? quos cantus ? quse car- rens a dieu des honneurs, 

mina ? prope ad immortali- qui n'ont point de rapport 

tatis et religionem et memo- a fes perfections : je crois 

riam confecrantur. Cic. Orat. obtenir de lui par une piete 

fro Milone. fuperficielle des graces, que 

(6) Superftition proceeds je ne devois attendre que 

from fear, bypocrijy, prefump- d'une piete folide. Saur. 

tion, &c. D. En quoi con- Catecbif, prem. part f, 8. 

fifte la fuperftition, qui a Of' all fuperftitions (fays 

pour objeft la divtnite mal Mr. Voltaire) is not hating 

connue f R. A honorer le a neighbour for .his opinions 

vrai dieu, mais d'une mani- the moil .dangerous ? and is 

ere, qui n'a point de rap- it not evident, that it would 

port a fes perfe&ions : a be far more reafonable to 

croire obtenir de lui par une adore the molt paltry relicks, 

piete fuperficielle des graces, the milk and the ftrift of 

qu'il n'a promifes qu'a une of the virgin Mary, than to 

piete folide. D. Allegnez en deteft and perfecute a bro- 

exemple. R. Quand ther ? Sur Toleran. c. xx. 

G2 
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referred the worshipping .of images, the invocations 
of faints and angels, the cuftom of fwearing by 
creatures, the adoration of relicks, pilgrimages, 
the adoration of the hoft, and many fuch things. 
Nor is it lefs true, that hypocrify produced others, 
as beads, ohaplets, rofaries, prayers by tale, fre- 
quent fafts, vifiting holy places, &c. And finally 
ibme came from human vanity and prefumption, 'as 
feftivals, proceffions, the magnificence of churches, 
and, in general, all pompous ceremonies in the wor- 
fhip of God. All thele are contrary to the love 
of God-, which is free from fuperftition. (7) It is 
luperior to fervile fear, and accompanied with a 
perfuafion that God is good, and that he loves us. 
It has only God for its object, it acknowledges 
between God and his creatures, however amiable 
the latter may be, an infinite diftance, and confe- 
quently cannot beftow any part of that worlhip 
upon them, which is due to him alone. It is fin- 
cere and folid, more attentive to the interior than 

to 

(7) Love to God is not fit- Dei in caUglne, 14. Admi- 
perftitwus. The church of rabilis vijio Dei, dijjetta fa- 
Rome, as our author obferves, ligine. i?. Vijio ctara, et 
is extravagantly fuperitidous, iiituitiva Dei, quae licet pro- 
or rather ftupid, on this ar- pria fit beatorum in cselo, 
tide. How unintelligible is fuit tamen quibufdam fane- 
James Suarez ! " The fpiri- tiffimis viris etiam in hac 
tual life confifts of 15 de- vita conceffa. Alvarez, ton. 
grees. i, Intuitio veritatis. iii. lib. 5. /. 3. apitd Son. 
2. Sece/us anims ad inte- All thefe &ep&adfeJici/vas 
.riora. 3. Silentium fpiri- cum Deo nuptias, it feems, 
tuale. 4. Quies, 5, Unio. may be taken in a fhort 
6. Audhio ioquehe Dei. 7. time. Si vult homo, in a 
Somnus fpiritoalis. 8. Ecfta- die ufque ad<vefperam perwnit 
Jis. 9. Raptus. 10. Chriiti, ad menfuram divinitatis, af- 
et fandtorum apparitio corpo- pirationum enim mediante 
raits. 11. Eorundem ap- ufu dixit Abbas Alois. Bonas> 
puritio imaginaria, 12. Vi- Card. Compend. cap. ix. 
/to inteikftualis, 13. 
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to the outward appearance ; for, having its prin- 
cipal feat in the heart, it rectifies a man's fenti- 
ments, whence as from a facred fource good works 
flow. In a word, it is humble and fubmiftive to 
the will of God, which it regards as the only rule 
of its duty, without paying any refpect to the va- 
nity of fenfe or the caprice of the human mind. (8) 

ii. Genuine 

(8) The church of Rome is he refpefts nothing in us bat 
fuperjiitious. What Mr. Claude our love: he will be the ob- 
fays of the church cf Rome jeft of all our defires, the 
is too true of great numbers end of all our aftions, the 
of her members: but is it principle of all ouraffeclions, 
not alfo true of fome protef- the governing power of our 
tants, who with fewer cere- whole fouls ; all, that does 
monies have perhaps as little not flow from thefe difpofi- 
religion as many of them ? tions, all, that does not either 
Let us not imitate their un- conduft us to, or eftablifli us 
charitablenefs : but, where in thefe, however mining be- 
they are amiable, admire fore men, is nothing but a 
them. What fome of them founding brafs and a tinkling 
think the following mort ex- cymbal. 
tracls will fhew. All religion in this fenfe is 
" Indeed my brethren all in the heart. God only ma- 
exterior worlhip relates to nifelled himfelf to men, he 
the renewing of the heart as only formed a vifible church 
its principal end. Every upon earth, he only efta- 
aftion of piety which does blifhed majeftick ceremonies, 
not tend to eftabliih the efficacious facraments, mag- 
kingdom of God within us nificent altars, various du- 
is vain. Every religious per- ties, the whole exterior of his 
formancc, which fubfifts al- worfhip, to conduct men to 
ways with our pallions, which the inward duties of love and 
leaves always in our hearts praife ; and to form to him- 
the love of the world, and its felf a people pure and holy, 
criminal pleafures, which does innocent and fpiritual, who 
not touch our hatreds, our might glorify him for ever 
jealoufies, our ambitions, our and ever." MaJ/illon on true 
worldly attachments, our in- Worjbip, torn ii. Careme. 
doknces.isratherafemblance " There is no other wor- 
of virtue, than virtue itfelf. fnip but|ove, fays St. Auftin : 
We are ofi/y before God what it is the kingdom of God 
ive are in htart, and ajfiffion, within us, it is adoration in 

fpirit 
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ii. Genuine love to God is tranquil and peace- 
able, acquiefcing in the ways of providence with- 
out 



fpirit and in truth, it is the 
only end, for which God 
created us, he gave us love 
only in order to our loving 
him. Order muft be re-efta- 
blifhed, and the diforder, 
which has prevailed, muft he 
reverfed. God who is all in 
all, muft fill the place, which 
felf occupied once as if it 
were all in all make men 
think thus, and all doubts 
will be diffipated, all the tu- 
mults of the human heart ap- 
peafed, and all the pretexts 
of irreligion and impiety will 
vanifh of themfelves. I will 
not reafon, I will not afk any 
thing of the man, I leave him 
to his love ; let him but love 
the infinitely lovely God, and 
let him endeavour to pleafe 
him, and what pleafes him 
cannot but be the pureft reli- 
gion. This is perfeft wor- 
mip. But what becomes, 
you will afk, of outward 
wormip ? Give me a fociety of 
men, who confider themfelves 
. as one family, vvhofe father 
is in heaven, who live only 
to love God, and themfelves 
and each other for his fake 
there is no need to afk, where 
is his wormip, or'does he re- 
quire any ? all, that is done 
to honour, obey, and ac- 
knowledge his favours, is a 
continual wor/hip obvious to 
all. What would it be then, 
if all men were filled with the 
love of God? their fociety 



would be one folemn aft of 
wormip like that of the 
blefled in heaven ceremo- 
nies are not effential to reli. 
gion, religion confifts in love 
and obedience." Fenelon.fur 
le culfe de Dieu. let. ii. 

" If the Holy Ghoft fpeak 
to the heart by divine infpi- 
rations, he will be heard in 
the heart with fubmiffion and 
entire obedience! Far from 
his altars be that vain and 
frivolous devotion, which, 
by aiming to conciliate Chrift 
and the world, the gofpel and 
our irregular paffions, offers 
to God only fome exercifes of 
exterior worfhip, and fuffers 
worldly affections to live 
within. Nothing is fo op- 
pofite to the fpirit of God : 
yet nothing is fo common in 
the world, there are many 
obfervers of rites and ceremo- 
nies, very few worfhippers in 
fpirit and truth. The Holy 
Ghoft was fent to condemn 
what the wifdom of the world 
had of vain and profane; to 
fupply what was wanting in 
the law, by enabling us to 
aft by faith working by 
love, and to confummate the 
truths of the gofpel, by ren- 
dering an inward teftimony 
of their truth, and by com- 
municating gifts to faithful 
minifters to preach them. 
Flecbter. Ser. torn. ii. Pente- 
cote. 
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out complaining, happy in itfelf without inquie- 
tude, and without chagrin, flying from quarrels 
and divifions, eafy and gentle in all things, yield- 
ing in every thing, except in the fervice of God, 
and the grand intereft of falvation, in which love 
itfelf is inflexible, and incapable of compound- 
ing- (9) 

12. Real love is always affive. Its tranquillity 

is not negligence, it is lively and energetical, al- 
ways in peace but always in action-, like the hea- 
vens, whence it came, without noife, in profound 
filence, perpetually moving and inceflantly Hied- 
ding benign influences, (i) it is not content to 

feek 

(9) Love to God is peace- ence of an upright man Is 

alls, &c. Monf. Claude al- inflexible, and his religion is 

ludes, I prefume, to that fine exempted from the laws of 

defcription of divine wifdom complaifance. Barclay's pre- 

in S. James iii. 17. The <u>;/- face to his apology for the 

dom, that is from above, is people called Quakers has 

firftpure, peaceable, gentle, and been always admired for com- 

eajy to be intrtated, full of prehending moft of the beft 

mercy and good fruits, without arguments for religious li- 

fartiality and without hypo- berty, and his add'efs.to his 

crify. The apoftle decribes majefty Charles il. is equally 

the two excellent qualities admirable for its Sincerity, 

mentioned by our author. Di- St.Jame,s's direcl complaifant 

vine wifdom is eafy to be in- wifdom is beautifully exem- 

treated, ewr0w?, obfeqitious ; plified there. Complaisance 

and it is alfo din ft * impartial is always a crime when it be- 

and Jtncere, AIAK$ i\ -p KM trays confcience. 
cu>u7ro'Ae.ti-&. The word of (l) The heavens move in fi- 

God, the feed of this righte- lence. A fine image of ope- 

ous fruit, is fown in peace by rative modeft love, 
pacifick men. The confci- 

What call we, then, the firmament, Lorenzo? 
- Call it the breaft-plate of the true high-prieft, 
Ardent with gems oracular, that give, 
In points of higheft moment, right refponfe; 
And ill neglected if we prize our peace. 

They 
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feek God in his temples only : but it purfues him 
in houfes, chambers, and clofets, it riles after him 
to heaven, it enjoys him in the heart, where it en- 
tertains and adores him, it goes even to feek him 
in his members, and chiefly in the poor, whofe fe- 
cret neceflities it enquires, and endeavours to re- 
lieve. 

Finally, One of the greateft evidences of love 
to God, is, fpontaneons obedience, not waiting for 
chaftifements to awake us, after we have fallen 
into fin : but returning immediately to repentance. 
Indeed, tardy repentances, which come after we 
have exhaufted the' patience of God, and drawn 
the ftrokes of his rod upon us, are much more 
likely to be effects of nature than of love to God. 
Self-love has fo great a Ihare in fuch a conduct, 
that, if we do not attribute our repentance wholly 
to it, we muft in great part. Yet, it is certain, 
when repentance does not flow wholly from love 
to God, it is not wholly heavenly and fpiritual, it 
is a compound of heaven and earth, divine faith and 
human prudence; and fo much as it has of nature 
and finful felf-intereft, fo much it lofes of its 
worth and excellence, Genuine love does not 
then wait for carnal felicitations, nor till afflictions 
inform us of our ftate, it freely comes to our aid, 
and conftrains us to return to God, even before 

we 

They rove for ever, without error rove; 
Confuiion unconfuied ! nor lefs admire 
This tumult untumultuous ; all on wing ! 
In motion, all! yet what -profound repoie! 
ffi bat fervid action, yet no wife! as aw'd 
To filencc, by the preience of their Lord ; 
Or hufii'd by bis command, in love to man, 
And bid let fall {bit beams on human reft, 

Reiilefs themfclves. 

Night-Thoughts, 9 
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\ve feel the effebs of his indignation. So much 
for the charafters of love. (2) 



(2) Charafiers of love. The judgment and a fteady hand : 

holy fcriptures abound with but well executed it is a mode 

chara&ers, and are able tho- . of treating a fubjeft, that 

roughly to furnijh the man of produceth excellent erfefts, 

God. There are characters and difcovers, perhaps fooner 

of individuals as, Abraham than any other, the man of 

was the friend of God, James ripe and regular judgment, 

ii. 23. Job was perfett and and honeft heart to his aa- 

iiprigbt, one that feared God ditors. I lhall add only one 

and efchewed evil, Job i. i. Ihort example. 

Stephen was full of faith Mr. Saurin, who frequently 

and power, Afts vi. 5. 8.- ufes this method, gives the 

Deacons were men of honeft divers cbarafiers of a virtue, 

report, full of the holy Ghoft in a fermon on the love of 

andtuifdom, A&svi. 3. Ser- our country. 

gius Paulus was a prudent " Neh. ii. 3. Why Jhouli 

man, Afts xiii. 7 Elymas not my countenance he fad, when 

\i?& full of all fubtilty andmif- the city, the , place of my fa- 

chief, an enemy of all righteouf- then fepulchres lieth nvafte, 

ttefs, A els xiii. 10. and the gates thereof are con- 

There are chara&ers of na- fumed with fire. By uniting 

thus as, the Chaldeans are the various circiimftances, 

a bitter and hafty nation, ter- which we have mentioned, 

rible and dreadful, Hab. i. 6, and by connecting the words 

7. The Cretians are always of our text with the preceding 

liars, evil beafts, flow bellies, and following verfes, we .find, 

Titus i. 12. Romans wet-e in Nehemiah's seal for the 

filled with all unrighteoufnefi, publickgood, and in his love 

&c. Rom. i. 29. Jews rejled for his country, i. a fpiric of 

in the law, and made their devotion. 2. a fpirit of refor- 

boaftofGod, &c. Rom. ii. 17. mation. 3. a fpirit of moniji- 

Thereare charadlersof <vir- cation, 4. a fpirit of 'prudence, 

tnes, as i Cor. xiii. Jam. iii. 5. a fpirit of 'vigilance, 6. a 

17- and of vices, James iii. fpirit of firmnefs. 7. a fpirit 

iS-'Tim.v. 8. vi. io,&c. &c. 'tfdifintereftednejs. Seven cha- 

To charafterize is to paint, rafter, ; f true 7,eal for the 

a flight defeft lofes the like- pub ic good, and of a man's 

ne fs, and a fniall addition love fur his country. " Tom. 

produces a caricatura. This iv. F amour de la patrie. 

method of difcuffing a fub- Monf. Claude does not e- 

J e ft, therefore, requires great numerate fo many properties 

caution and attention, a cool of love as Gerfon reckoned 

VOL. If. H . up, 



In regard to the emotions included in the words 
patient waiting, you may remark, ift. that the 
coming of Jeius Chrift being the fubject in quef- 
tion, the expectation of a believer is a true and 
real hope, directly; oppofite to the expe&ation of 
the wicked, which is a fear. The latter confider 
Jefus Chrift on this occafion as their judge, and 
enemy, who will avenge himfelf, punim all their 
fins, and plunge them for ever into perdition. Be- 
lievers, on the contrary, confider him as their head, 
their hufband, their faviour, who will come to raife 
them from duft and mifery, and to exalt them to 
his glorious kingdom. The wicked in their fore- 
views 

up. They are, according to among tbemfefaes, which was 

him, fifty. Joan, Gerfonfup, interrupted by jangling dif- 

Cantic, apud Bonam, ' cords about gifts. The apoftle 

Nor does he make love to approved of their zeal for 

God the principle of mujic, gifts, particularly for the gift 

and of all other fciences, as of tongues : but tells them 

others do. " adamoremom- that tongues were for ajign, 

nia confilia reducuntur, ne- not to them 'which believe, but 

que muficam folum docet : to them <which believe not 

fed omnium fcientiarum, om- and that, though they mould 

nium virtutum, a&or, ma- fpeak with the tongues of 

gitter, principiuni, et finis men, and angels, it would 

eft." &c. Bones Via Comp. ad not anfwer their end, it would 

Deum. . not win over the partifans of 

His defcription of love one clafs to thofe of another: 

does not altogether agree with that mult be brought about 

that of St. Paul in the xiiith by fome more excellent way, 

of the ift to the Corinthians, that is, by love to each other; 

.' becaufe he treats of love to without which their liberality 

"God : but the apoftle of love and zeal would be hypocrify; 

to the brethren, the fame fpi- all their miraculous flights of 

ritual affeftion viewed in re- knowledge, reverie; all their 

lation to different objcfts. eloquence, confufed jargon ; 

Tha't the apoftle fpeaks of love love, and love alone would 

to the brethren may be gather- re-eftablim the peace of the 

cd from the end that he propo- church; for love adds he, 

fed, which was to mew the Co- Juferetb long and is kind', ItW 

rinthian converts a more excel- envieth not, lo'ue vaunteth not 

to way, to what? to harmony it/elf, &c. 
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views referable the devils, who, at Chrift's firft ap- 
pearance exclaimed, let us : ' alone, what have we to 
do with thee, thoujefus of Nazareth? (%} art thou 
come to deftr.oy us? but the 'righteous imitate thofe, 
who attended his publick entry into Jerufalem, 
Hofanna, faid they, blejed is be that cometh in the 
name of the Lord. 

2. This expectation is accompanied with an holy 
and ardent defire, as being an expectation of thie 
greateft bleffings. Come Lord Jefus, fays the church, 
Lordjefus come. Such was David's expectation, 
when he was among the Philiftinesj as the harf 
pantetb after the water-brooks, fo panteth my foul 
after thee, God. The defire of a believer is ,not 
lefs fervent, or (to fpeak more properly.) it is far 
more ardent, when he meditates on his entrance 
into the heavenly Jerufalem, where we fhall hunger 
and thirft no more, for the lamb Jhatt feed us, and 
Jhatt lead us to fountains of living waters. What, the 

Hrft 

(3) What have we to do tin Martyr (or whoever was 

with thee? Mark i. 24. T/ the author.) makes a j aft ob- 

/'.' ) ffoi, law NafypMS j fervation on John ii. 4. o7t 

quid nobis eft tibi ? eft hasc <Pz <po$ ATIJJLIAV VTS 

Jocutio Hebrsis et Grascis fetAv^y 

^amiliaris, i.e. Quid tibi no- vtr&i o 

tifcum, fupple, ret, aut caufcs pApTVfZ 

eft? cur nos torques? non teyvv wept aviu, on 

te vexamus : fed, peccatores ^ATA Iwo-jxp j^ 

qui noftri juris funt, et im- ?Kff-<*A.n/!/, ^ w 

mundi ut nos. Earn phrafin, MENO2 .UTO/J. Quod vero 

h ex ufu latini fermonis in- nullo modo Ghriftus contu- 

terpreteris, contemptum vi- meliofe aut inobedienter 

detur inducere, ita enim La- quidquam adverfus parentes 

wni aiunt, Quid tibi mecum egerit, ex eo apparet quod 

ft? ztHebrceis aliud fignifi- Lucas evangelilta de eo tef- 

cat, nimirum, cur mihi mo- tatur, Hierofolymis eum cum 

leftiam exhibes? Grot, in ipfis defcendiffe, et fubditum 

Mat. viii. 29. 2 Sam. xvi. illis fui/e. Juft. Mart, ad 

I( 5. 2 Kings ix, 18, jp. Juf- Qrtkod, quajl. 136, 

Hz 
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firft appearance of Chrift in the flefh was to the 
ancient church, that his fecond manifeftation is to* 
us, with this difference, that then he was to appear 
in grace, whereas now we expeft him in glory, 
then he was to appear in the form of afervant^ and 
in the likenefs of finful flejh : but hereafter he will 
appear in the form of God^ thinking it not robbery 
to be equal with God. As he was then the defire of 
all nations, how fhould he not now be the defire of 
ail believers ? 

3. This defire is accompanied with an holy itiqui- 
etude, almoft like what we feel, when we expecl; an 
intimate friend, of whofe coming we are fure j but 
are uncertain about the time : or, if you will, fuch 
as an oppreffed and enflaved people feel, while they 
wait for a deliverer; or fuch as an affectionate con- 
fort feels, while me waits for the return of her. 
lord. On thefe occafions days and hours move 
(lowly, time is anticipated, futurity is enjoyed, and 
there is a prelibation of the expecled pleafure. This 
is the holy inquietude, which St. Paul attributes to 
' the creatures in general, faying, they groan and tra- 
vail in fain together for the earneft expectation of the 
manifeftation of the fom of God. (4) How much 
more then muft believers do fo ? 

4, But 

(4) The creatures earneftly fpicianr. tf\tffK hoc loco cora- 

expeft the manifeftation of the plefti videtur hoc univerfwn 

Jons of God-, Rom. viii. ip. quod confptdmtts ; unl^verjltas 

ExJ'peflaito creature, ad, rerum creatarum> quse tota 

' verb. Exferto cufiie fafta ex- vanitatz, i. e. mutabilitati, 

JpeBatio creature. Ell ipfa et corruption! naturali fab- 

K.htris a,7r<;jie!,$&J*'jx,3fa. ) more je8a fuit, ver.' feq. propter 

Hebrso ; quails eii vel par- Adami culpam ; fecunduca 

turientis, vcj. eornm qui ca- veterum fententia'm, exfpec- 

pite erecco, et exferto colio tatur autem poft univerfi con- 

itant, fs. forte araicura e Ion- flagratiouem multo melior> 

ginquo advenientem in auxi- et purior machina. 2 Pet. iii- 

lium fuura ex fp eel antes pro- 13. ubi, Hebraico more, cffft 



4, But this inquietude does not prevent our pof- 
f effing cur f ou h in fattence^ for it does not proceed 

to 

et terra nomine, nova rerum de Gentibus a Judseis intel- 
fumma five univerfitas intel- ligi (utMarc. xvi. 15. Matt, 
ligitur. Sicutautemfrequen- xxviii. 19. ubi KJtffif et &m 
tes funt profopopaei apud fe invicem explicant) facilli- 
omnes fcriptores, itaetapud mum ideoque ut opinor ve- 
facros; ut cum audire juben- rum apoffoli elicies fenfum ; 
\xx cesium et terra; common- viz. Gentiles quoque anbelare 
^ exfultiUTe; maria et amnes ad Hbertatem evangdicam. 
rrepidafie dicuntur; fupra Tacitus and Suetonius 
csteros a u tern Paulus amat both fay, an opinion univer- 
<zpfC!roT<3To/?p, nunc hgem t fally prevailed all over the 
vane peecatum, nunc mortem, eaft, that about this time 
nunc naturam rerum afpetta- {that is a little before the 
bikm. Creatura hie exfpec- deftruftionof Jerufalem.) one 
tare dicitur propter appeti- out of Judea Ihould obtain 
turn quo omnia in propriam the empire of the world, 
inclinantur perfeftionem. Whether this opinion came 
Senfus eft, q. d. tota haec from the Sybilline writings, 
creatura irrationabilis, quae the books of Mofes, or the 
hominurn ufibus fervit, na- prophecies of Balaam, we 
turali quodam dcfiderio, ex- know not, certain it is, a 
fpe&at tempus, quo filii Dei glorious time they expefted. 
gloria donabuntur, ut una Suet, in Fefp. cap, 2. Tacit. 
cum eis quibusj quail domi- hift. v. 13. St. Paul, who 
nis, ferviret, ipfa etiam glo- read and quoted the heathen 
mm (puta renovationem in poets, was not ignorant of 
ftatum meliorem, et ultimam Virgil's Pollio written about 
perfeftipnem) accipiat. Hoc forty years before Chrift's 
modo hunc locum veteres Birth. Pacatumque reget 
plerumque intcrpretantur ; patriisvirtutibusorbem. <vey. 
fed clariilimus nofter Ham- 17, &c. EcL'iv. 
tnondus intelligit de vccatione Some think, Socrates had 
Gentium, quse avide exfpec- this time in view, when he 
tant revelationem evangelii. fpoke thus to Alcibiades con- 
Nee ratio quidem probabilis cerning prayer, spot JAW w 
reddi poteft cur hxc srsp/o^ J'o-ai x.pzrtroy WAI wvyj&v 
per profopopsiam interpre- WMI/ .... avAy-Kciiw W tsi 
ietur, propter unicam vocem is^^mv s^s Mil's, MA0H 
Kltrn ut plerumque fit, quo e>> Jzt <nrpof v?v{ -^ <pof &v- 
pafto fenius redditur afper et -^pja^uf cT/aKi/cS-x;, '~Alc. ^07^ 
nodofus. Quod fi recolamus -&v -arcifSS"^/ O XPONO2 
vocem iftam til iff if prscipue "Zv^&T^y /^ TI2 O 



to murmuring : but fubmits to the will of God 
knowing that times and feafons are in his own 
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T/5 sr/i>. Soc. vrof sr/f {*- 

tet -wsp* <TB. PlatoinAlcib.il. 

The amount, then, is this, 

The heathens expecled fome 

great revolution to be brought 

about by fome extraordinary 

perfon, about St. Paul's time, 

St. Paul was well acquaint- 

ed with their opinions It is 

therefore natural to fuppofe, 

the apoftle would fpeak on 

this article, and direft the 

eyes of the Pagans to Jefus 

Chrift This pafTage is ca- 

pable of fuch a meaning, and 

it is highly probable this is 

the fenfe of it. The Gentiles 

are earneftly looking iorfu<b 

a liberty as the gofpel propo- 

fes to mankind. 

The queitibn is, what li- 
berty the gofpel does propofe 
to beftow on, mankind. la 
days of yore, divines were 
not afhamed to affirm, that 
liberty of judging and deter- 
mining matters of faith and 
confcience was a prerogative 
of the papal tiara, veiled by 
by the gofpel folely and ex- 
clufively in the pope for the 
time being. At the Refor- 
mation, this prerogative in 
this kingdom was vefted in 
tbe crown) and non-refiftance 
and paffive obedience, in fa- 
tred, as well as in civil mat- 
ters, were faid to be doclrinea 
of fcripture, and of the efta- 
bliftied church of England, 



power, 

i / 

At the Revolution the crown 
agreed to refign this preroga- 
tive, and by the aft of tole- 
ration did aftually fefign it 
in regard to the proteliant- 
diflenters. If, then, an En- 
glifhman do not choofe to 
judge for himfelf, the efta- 
blimed religion is fuppofed 
to be his, and the eftablilhed 
faith is reckoned. to him for 
fighteoufnefs. If he choofe 
to examine the eftabliftied 
religion* and after examina- 
tion if he approve of it, and 
embrace it, the Vvealth and 
honours of the national church 
' are open to him ; though, 
by the way, the church of 
England is not a wealthy 
church, the inequality of its 
emoluments make it appear 
fo in a few individuals : but 
were all church revenues col- 
leftedfirft into one aggregate 
fum, and then equally divided 
among all the clergy, much 
lefs would fall to the fhare of 
each than many proteftant- 
diflenting minifters enjoy. If 
any minifler thinking for 
himfelf cannot conform to 
the eftablifhed religion, he 
may diflent, the law allows 
him chriftian liberty, that is, 
liberty to be a chriffiian ac- 
cording to his own notions of 
chriftianity. Chriftian con- 
gregations of proteftant-dif- 
Tenters impofe nothing, nor 
entertain any ideas of coercion 
in religion, and herein they 

excel 



power, if he tarry wait for him, as St. Paul after 
Habbakuk fays. Heb. x. 37. that is, be not im- 
patient, 

excel all other reformed ritual: no man may choofe 

churches, their miniflers and his own murifter; in a word, 

people enjoying the moft of the whole community is in a 

any the fweets of religious ftate of infancy, and the old 

liberty. One chief inftru- man at Rome is emphatically 

ment in fubverting popery is the father of them all. If it 

a comparifon of the fcriptu- be enquired, what conciliates 

rally chriitian church with men to fuch a bad religion, 

the papal on this article. Our which keeps all its people in 

Delaune, whofe excellent plea fetters ? we anfwer, their 

aftually defies all reply, pub- chains are of gold. If it be 

limed a ftnall piece of this objected, a great part of their 

kind, which he called, s/xwp clergy are poor? we reply, 

6fw, the image ef the leaft. two twenty thoufands allure 

In one column he placed the half a nation into a lottery, 

head, the members-, the ce- Happy the people who are 

remonies, and the fpirit of not redeemed with Jifoer and 

pagan religion In a fecond g old, either in hand, or in 

opposite he placed the head, hope : but <wlth the precious 

the members, the ceremonies^ llobd"'of'Chrift t as of a lam& 

and the 'fpirit of popery-" unbiemilhed in his life, un- 

And in a third he put the fpotted and difmterefled in. 

head, the members, thi2 ce- his motives! i Pet. i. 18. 

remonies, and the fpirit of Some have enquired, why 

the chriftiait church, Impo- the ancient lawgivers pre- 

fition is the fpirit of the two tended that their laws were 

firft, Rev. xiii. 16, 17. and derived from deities. Why 

liberty and love that of the did Draco and Solon attribute 

lait. Thefe parallels are edi. theirs to Minerva ; Numa his 

fying, and the whole church to Egeria; Charondas his-to 

of Rome cannot anfwer thofe Saturn; Minos his to Jove; 

arguments for the reforma- Plato his to Apollo; Mercury 

tion, which arife from them. Trifmegiftus his to Mercury ? 

In regard to both clergy The proper anfwer is, be- 

and laity, there is mat .a free caufe all mankind naturally 

man in ail the pope's church, attribute a right of religioua 

No one may profefs to believe legiilation to God, and yield 

more or lefs than the eila- that ready obedience to what 

' blimed creeds contain: no they think divine, which 

man may perform divine wor- they would refufe to what 

ftip in any other manner, they thought merely human, 

than that prefcribed. by the The ancient legislators were 

poli- 



patient, do not murmur, for be mil certainly come 
and will not tarry. They are the profane only, who 
fay, where is the -prdmife of his coming ? for fmce the 
fathers fell q/leep, all things continue as they were from 
the beginning of the creation. We feel then an in- 
quietude, but an inquietude blended with 'fobmif- 
fwn to the will of God. Why, fays the believer, 
art thou cafl down, my foul ? why art thou dif qui- 
eted within me ? hope thou in God, for I Jhall yet 
fraife him, who is the health of my countenance and 
my God. (5) 

5. This 

politicians, and they adapted they [the governors] per- 

their plans to human nature, ceived the falfehood and va- 

" It became a cuilom, fays nity." Let chriftian gover- 

one, eftabliftied by an ex- nors weighting juft reflection, 

prefs law of Romulus, not Ratlin's Rom, Hift. <vol. i. 

to raife any perfon to the chap. 2. 

royal dignity, the priefthood, (5) Inquietude is blended 

or any of the publick magif- laitb-fubmijfion to the 'will of 

trades, nor to undertake any God. God hiipfelf is the ob- 

war, till the Aufpices had jecl of a chriftian hope, and 

been firit confulted, and this eternal life is therefore ea- 

praclice lafted above 700 gerly expected, becaufe God 

years. For though it owed is to be enjoyed. . Which hope 

its origin to nothing but the we have as an anchor of the 

ignorance of thofe early ages, foul, both fure and fledfafl, 

yet in procefs of time, it be- and which entereth into that 

came one of the chief myfte- within the vail. Heb. vi. 19. 

ries of ftate-policy." The that is, hope terminates on 

ignorance here mentioned was God, who inhablteth heaven, 

not ignorance of God's right of which the holy of holies 

to govern: but of the meaas, was a lhadow. " Spem ha- 

by which he made known his bemus ufque ad interiora ve- 

jnind. .Eookis Rom. Hiftory laminis, id eft, ufque ad 

b. \. chap. 2. Deuni ipfum, qui habitat ift 

"Tims, fays another, the fandlum fanftorum. Spesge- 

wifeft of the heathens held neratim fonat expeftationem 

the truth captive, and, by a boni, idque futuri, ardui, 

wrong policy or bafe fear, poffibilis. Q^ia Iqni, difFert 

bred iuthe minds of the po- a tiinore qumfuturi, differt 

pulace fupcrftitions as ridi- aW/o-rquia ardui, differt 

culous as profane, of which I commujti, dejiderip et (upi- 

ditais 



5. This expectation neceffarily includes a holy 
preparation^ and fnch a preparation as relates to the 
majefty of him, whom we expect, the greatnefs 
of the judgment, that he will come to execute, 
and the eternal benefits, of which we hope to par- 
take. (6) We muft not imitate that wicked fer- 
vant in the parable, who faid my Lord delays his 
coming and who, under cover of that delay, beat 
his fellow-fervants. When Efther was to appear 
before Ahafuerus, {he fpent many days before- 
hand in preparing herfelf, adorning herfelf with 
her moft coftly habits, that me might appear be- 
fore him in a proper manner. Such is the wait- 
ing of a believer, he employs all his life-time to 

prepare 

/ '; . 

clitate-- -quia pojjililis, differt will beft agree with the in- 

a defperatione. Eit autem fpes flexible juftice of his judge, 

virtus theologica attingens This grace, hope, which is ' 

'Deum immediate, tarn in ra- ufually accounted the loweft 

done primi efficientis, quam 'degree of chriftian moral ex- 

in ratione ultimi finis. See .cellence, is alone fuperior to 

that fine pafrage of St. Paul, all the high eft Pagan virtues, 

Titus ii. 13, 14. Beyerlinck and produces far nobler ef- 

yheat. in verb. Spes. c fom. fefts. To what arduous fer- 

vii. . vices hath it excited the peo- 

(6) Hope prepares. Agree- pie of God! Indeed, hope, if 

able to this is the faying of it have a large objecl, is al- 

St. John, i Ep. iii. 3. Every ways a vigorous, bold, enter- 

, that bath this hope in prizing difpofition. It is fq, 

him; purifmh himfelf, even when its objeft is natural: 

p J he is pure, that is, he takes what muft it be with fuch "an. 

'his ideas of purity from Je- objeft as eternal felicity! a 

fs Chrift, and prepares to felicity altogether fupeinatu- 

weet him with a fpecial view ral and divine I 
to that kind of purity, which 

Quid non fpes audet ? 

Sperat, qui curvo fulcos perrumpit aratro. 

Sperat, qui ventis v?la ferenda dedit. 

Naufragus, hac cogente, natat per foeta procellis, &c. &c. 

Incerti autorls, vid. vol. i. *. 420, n. Q, 
. II, j r t y 
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prepare for that foleinn hour, when eternity will . 
begin. (7) 

The 



(7) A Chriftian employs all. 
Ins life to prepare for eternity. 
We have no book on this 
fubjeft in Englifh, that I 
have ever feen, beyond Bax- 
ter's faint's everlafting reft. It 
is a body of heart-divinity, 
abounding with the moft ani- 
mating fentiments, and all 
calculated on Mr. Claude's 
plan of making every day 
preparatory, to ultimate hap- 
pinels in heaven. " Thou 
ifayeft, fays this excellent 
inan, thy comfort is all in 
Chrift: but, I muft tell thee, 
it is a Chrift remembered and 
loved, and not a Chrift for- 
gotten, or only talked of, 
that will 'folidly comfort." 
Saint's reft, Part iv. Intro- 
duel. 

The fecond advent of Je- 
fus Chrifl, of which our Au- 
thor fpeaks, is confiderable 
in three points of light, i. 
As it regards each indivi- 
dual, this our divines place at 
death. ^. As it regards a fu- 
ture, more glorious ftate of 
the church on earth, A mul- 
titude' of prophecies exhibit 
this objeft to our hope. 3. 
As it regards future, //, 
general judgment. A very 
honeit laborious divine of our 
own has remarked twenty 
events, which he calls " na- 
tural preparations for the de- 
ItrucYion of Anti-chrift, and 
for the revival of primitive 



Chriftiamty." Some of thefe 
events follow. 

"I. The revival of learn* 
hg in Europe upon the re- 
treat of the Greeks, with 
their ancient books, from 
the eaft into the weft, at the 
taking of Conftantinopie by 
vthe Turks, 1453. 

2. The invention of print- 
ing. 

3. The recovery vf .liberty 
by the Swifs Cantons, and 
afterward by the Dutch. 

4. The Proteltant reforma- 
tion begun by Luther, 1517. 

8. Difcoveries in natural 
pbilofopby t by the Royal So. 
ciety by Mr. Boyle by Sir 
I. Newton, and others, which 
have broken all pretences to 
Atheifm and irreligion from 
philofophy, and ftrongly con- 
iirmed the foundations of true 
religion, the being and pro- 
vidence of God, by the cer- 
tain phenomena of the na- 
tural world. 

9. The erection of feveral 
focietie} for promoting chrif- 

tian knowledge &c. &c. 

10. The converfion of the 
ftudies of divines from fchool- 
divinity, &c 

12. Modern tyrannical ?>// 
pofttions on the conferences of 
men wearing 6fF by degrees. 

1 6. The truncation of the 
crown of Great Britain from 
popifli to proteftant fuccef- 

fors." 

I have 
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Yon might eafily take the characters of 'vices 
from this pattern of characterizing virtues j how- 
ever, -I will add an example on avarice (8) taking 
for a text Heb. xiii. 5. Let your conversation be 
without covetoufnefs, and be content witbfucb things 
as ye have. 

i. Avarice is a difpofition fo grofs, that it db- 
fcures the underlfonding and reafon of a man, even 
fo far as to make him think of profit, where there 
is nothing butlofs, and imagine that to be ceconomy, 
which is nothing but ruin. Is it not in this manner, 
that a covetous man, inftead of preventing majadies' 
by an honeft and frugal expence, draws them upon 
himfelf by a fordid and niggardly way of living j 
and by this mean brings himfelf under an una- 
voidable neceffity of confuming one part of his 
fubftance to recover a health, which by an excef- 
five parfimony he has loft. There are even fome, 

who 

I have not tranfcribed the vitiis. Eccl.zv. 8. Avidi- 

whole lift of events men- tatis egregia defcriptio, bene 

tioned by this writer, lam oculi: iienim foli fruuntur 

not fure that I have not dividis apudavaros, Grotitis 

tranfcribed too many. It in Eccl. iv. 8. 
was peculiar to this induftri- An immoderate love of 

ous good man to mix reverie money is an extreme oppo- 

with religion. Liberal Ac- fite to prodigality, the firft 

comp. of Scrip. Propb. By faves all, the laft fpends all. 

WHLWbifton. A virtuous ufe of money is a 

(8) Avarice is a vice, A'va- narrow path, that lies be- 

rice is thus denned by an ac~ tiveen thefe two extremes, 

curate writer. " Even things Moralifls affirm, that of the 

^animate often raife emo- two evils avarice is the great- 

tj'ons accompanied with de- eft. Profufenefs, fay they, 

lire: witneis the goods of may be reformed by poverty : 

fortune, which are objedts but avarice is incurable. An 

f deiire almoft univerfally ; extravagant man benefits 

a nd the defire, when immode- others, while he impoverimes 

raf e, obtains the name of himfelf: but a mifer neither 

' profits himfelf, nor any other 

fatiantw oculi ejus di< perfon, &c. &c. 

I 2 
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who bring inevitable death upon themfelves, ra- 
ther than ipend any thing to procure neceffary re- 
lief, and are impertinent enough to imagine that 
riches had better be without a pofTeflbr, than a 
poffeiTor without riches ; as if man were made for 
.money, arid not money for man. (9) 

Butadly, 

(9) Avarice Blinds reafon. hold dear, is it credible th'efe 

We will not here colled trite pofitions would have had 

examples of irrational parfi- fucji defenders ? Truth, and 

inony. Moral writers abound truth only, can abide all 

with them. They tell usofone, thefe fiery trials. What con- 

who by will properly executed vi&ion are folitary arguments 

left all he had to himfelf of like to produce in a merce- 

another, who, when he found nary man, who is to have 

himfelf a dying, difcovered five thoufand a year for not 

no concern about that: but believing them ! 

was extremely difconcerted Here follow fome of thefe 

at the approaching expence pofitions. " The magiftrate 

of his funeral and of a is empowered to govern the 

third, who hung himfelf in a confciences of his fubjefts. 

penny cord>to fave the charge Private perfons have no right 

of dying under the direction to judge, they are not maf- 

cf a doctor. We waive thefe, ters of their own actions, 

and we will remark the won- nor ought they to be go- 

derf'ul power of intereft over verned by their own judg- 

the underftandings of minif- merits: but they ought to 

ters in church-controverfy. be directed by the pullick con- 

The difpute between confor- fcience of their governors. If 

mifts and non-confonnifts ex- the magiftrate impofe. any 

hibits a fad example of this, thing finful, he, and not 

I do not fcruple to put a the people who fubmit to the 

thoufand abford pofitions to impofuion, is accountable to 

the account of an underftapd- God for. it." Parker Eccl. 

ing blinded by intereft\ Pol. 

for, had thefe very pofitions " When governors enjoin 
been profeffed by the puri- ceremonies in religion plain- 
tans, perfecuted by the crown, 3y, and diametrically oppo- 
and every where appeared /ite to the law of God, it is 
in mean and contemptible a. virtue in the people to fub- 
garb ; muft they have, been mit to them," Uickeringiil- 
preached in a barn, printed Greg. Pater. 
in a cellar, and profeffed 'at " It is fafer to err, that is 
the peril of alj, that meg to/?/, with our church-go- 



But 2dly, this would be but little, if avarice 
.affe&ed only -the avaricious themfelves, it goes 
much farther, it renders a man ufelefs to fociety. 
It fubverts the idea of our living to affift one ano- 
ther, for a covetous man is ufelefs to the whole 
world. He refembles that earth^ of which St. Paul 
fpeaks, which drinketh in the rain, that comes often 
upon it) and beareth only thorns and briars. He is 
an unfruitful tree, a gulph, which draws in waters 
from all parts , but from which no ftream runs -,' 
or, if you will, an avaricious man is like death, 

that 

vernors, than to feparate thought Something ihould be 

rightly from them." Long, ('one for the eafe of doubting 

Cant. Hales. confciences. Thus rolls the 

" The people ought to ball along! God knows, we, 

fubmit to their church-go- who beft know our own 

yernors, although a doubtful confciences, we have NO 

tonfcience may diftatethecon- DOUBTS. " Futiliter de RE, 

trary." tfhomdyke Pond, et de qua lis eft. Nos, quinon- 

Menf. conformes Awn us, non ha^re-- 

The writer, who relates mus judicio fufpenfo et pen- 

and confutes thefe abfurdi- dulo; fed judicamus credi- 

ties, laughs at the cant of mufque ritus illos, quibus 

doubtful confciences, as it is nofmet fubjicere refugimus, 

applied to the non-confor- haud abfque gravi peccato a 

mifts. Church - champions nobispofieraripi. DBDUBIIS 

debated at that time of day itaque non eft inftituenda 

the rights of fcrupulous con- queftio." GuL Jenkins Re~ 

Sciences doubting confci- fut. Grovzi.fec.vi. 

epces and fo on; and, when This article would fill a 

the civil powers obliged them volume: but this is a note, 

to ceafe brawling, and to and I defift; adding only one 

allow liberty of confcience, verfeofa father, on magif- 

they came into thefe court tratical authority over con- 

meafures, they protefted, fcience, which always pleafes 

becaufe, compaffionate fouls, me. 
that they were! they really 

Juflum eft principis ore Galieni 
Quod colit princeps ut colamus omnes : 
jEternum colo PRINCIPEM dierura 
FacloremDominumque Galieni. 

Frudentiui. 
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that devours all, and reftores nothing; whence it 
comes to pafs, that no man is iri general fo much 
defpifed while he lives as' a mifer, and no man's 
death is fo much defired as his. He never opens 
his treafures, till he is leaving the world, he there- 
fore can never receive' the fruits of gratitude, be- 
caufe his favours are never conferred till his 
death. 

3d. Farther, this vice not only renders a man 
ufelefs to fociety ; but it even makes him hurtful 
and pernicious to it. There is no right fo inviola- 
ble, no law fo holy, which he will not violate 
.greedily to amafs riches, and cautioufly to preferve 
them. How many violent incroachments ! how 
many criminal defigns ! how many dark and trea- 
fonable practices ! how many infamies and wicked* 
nefles have proceeded from this perverfe inclina- 
tion ! If a covetous man is barren in kindnefies, he 
is fruitful in lins and iniquities. There are no 
boundaries, which he cannot pals, no barriers 
which he cannot readily go over to fatisfy his bafe 
paffion for money. ( i ) 

4th. By 

(i) Avarice Is hurtful to raerce. It is not without 
Jocl'ety. The writer, who firft reafon, that divines enume-. 
affirmed that private vices rate the vices, which pro- 
were publick benefits, was ceed from avarice, tfhomas 
certainly either a very fu- Jquinas numbers Jeven-~- Pro- 
perficial reafoner, or a very ditio Fraus Fallacia 

bad man. Avarice, for ex- Pevjurium Inquietude * 

ample, fubverts both the Violentia Obduratio contra 

throne of God and the bafes mifericordiam. Ifidore makes 

of human fociety. Trade out nine -and St. Paul af- 

depends on publick faith, and firms, the love of money is the 

publick faith on private vir- root of ALL t<yil. i Tim. vi. 

Jties. A mifer, by fubvert- 10. 

ing private virtues, fubverts This vice has given occa? 

publick faith, and with it fion to a famous cafuiftical 

foreign and domeilick com- . ^ueftion concerning ufury, 

which, 
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4th. By this we may already perceive how in-, 
tible this vice is with true faith, and with 
the genius ofchriftianity.(2.) The fpirit of chriftia- 

nity 



which, fay fome, is prohi- 
bited by the exprefs com- 
inand of God. Exod. xxii. 
25. Lev. xxv. 35, 36. Prov. 
xxviii. 8. Pfal. xv. 5-Ezek. 
xviii. 17. Some of our di- 
vines reply, " I. The law 
prohibiting ufury was given 
to the Jews) it was merely 
.forenfick, and it has no force 
beyond that ceoonomy. 2, 
It was given with limitation 
to the Jews, and confined to 
thspoor; if thou lend money 
to any of my people, that is 
poor by thee, thou ftialt not 
be to him as an ufurer, nei- 
ther fhalt thou lay upon him 
ufury. 3. God, who never 
allows fin, did allow the Jews 
to lend upon ufury; thou 
lhalt not lend upon ufury to 
thy brother, ufury of money, 
ufury of victuals, ufury of 
anything, that is lent upon 
ufury; unto a ftranger thou 
may eft lend upon ufur-y. Deut. 
xxiii. 19, 20.": The furn 
feems to be, the Jews might 
not lend money upon inters/} 
to the poor ; they might not 
lend it upon exorbitant inte- 
reft to the wealthy trader, or 
'to the probable adventurer, 
whether Jew or heathen, 
An ufurer with us is one, who 
taids money upon unlaw- 
fid intereft, Fid. Wendelini 
Philof. Moral, lib. i. cap. 25. 



J 



(2) Avarice Is incompatible 
chriflianity. Mr. Sau- 
rin obferves, that though 
the fcripture fpeaks of fome 
monfters of mankind, who 
died feemingly in rebellion 
againft God, ; fuch as Pha- 
raoh, Belfhazzar and others, 
yet it is not for us to pro- 
nounce certainly concerning 
their eternal ftate, as it is 
not in our power to cotnpre- 
'hend the treasures of divine; 
mercy, " there is but one 
(adds he) one only with^ 
out exception, of whom I 
would venture to fay, he is 
certainly damned. This one 
is Judas, ofwhomChriftfaid, 
it had been good for that man* 
if he had never been born; 
and the fin, which carried 
Judas to his own place, was 
avarice." - The fcripture, 
which tells iis of many fins, 
'into- which pious men have 
fallen, does not (as I recol- 
left) tell us of any one rege-. 
nerate perfon left to this; 
-nor -is there fuch an awful 
mark fet upon any other fin. 
as that above-mentioned by 
Mr. Saurin. Well might he 
bid his people pray, Lord in- 
dim my heart unto thy teJH- 
monies, and not to covetouf- 
nejs. Pfal. cxix. 36. 

Incompatible 'vjith ths ge- 
nius> or fpirit of chrijiianity, 
The gofpel may be truly 
called the liberality of God, 

and 
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nity is a fpirlt of love and charity, always benefi- 
cent, always ready to prevent the neceffities of 
our chriftian brethren, kind and. full of com- 
paffion, , inquiring into the wants of others, 
and, without afking, feeking means to pre- 
vent them. But avarice on the contrary makes 
a man hard, cruel, pitilefs, beyond the reach cf 
complaints and tears, rendering the mifer not only 

jealous 



and no man can (to ufe an 
exprelfion of St. Paul, i Cor. 
xii. 13.) drink into the fpirit 
of 'it, without imbibing a 
certain expanfibility of foul, 
a generofity of fentiment ; 
and this will operate, I do 
not fay a holy indifference 
to gain, and a free diftribu- 
tion of money : but a mag- 
nanimity of religious action, 
.which the little tiny foul of 
a bigot can never compre- 
hend. I doubt whether a 
mercenary bigot have a foul. 
It mould feem, he has only 
a hole to hide money in. 
Serioufly, I cannot account 
for the partial felfilhnefs, the 
unfeeling principles of fome, 
who are reputed men of emi- 
nent piety, and who yet are 
aftuated by motives of inte- 
reft, that tend to perfection. 
Covetous fervants of a gene- 
rous matters how dare they 
monopolize the deity, and 
coolly commit the reft of 
their brethren to deftru&ion! 
Such pretenders to chriftia- 

T H E C 



<c 



Debtor. 

1. To God, his word, and 
his providence for her being, 



nity, and fuch were former- 
ly in this country thepapiifo, 
and afterwards the high- 
church fadlion, would ruin 
a nation to fecure a party. 
Strangers to benevolence, 
they were fons of violence, 
and, if they could obtain 
their own fafety, they never 
considered what their fafety 
co ft the reft of mankind. A 
certain writer in the difpute 
between Hoadley and Black- 
all itates the accounts of 
queen Ann, the eltablilhed 
church, and the .nation, in 
mercantile falhion, and proves 
that all three had been great 
lofers by the Jacobites, and 
were great gainers by the Re- 
volution. This, Iconfefs, is 
ad homines ; and fome weight 
mould be allowed to the rea- 
foning : but, after all, there 
are nobler, that is, there are 
difinterefted motives. It 
would require too much room 
to infert the whole account: 
and that of THE CHURCH 
lhall fuffice for a fpecimen, 

H U R C H. 

Creditor. 

i. By her firm adherence 
to God, and the true protei- 

tant 



( 73 ) 



jealous of the profperity of his neighbour: but 
even making him confider the pittances of the mi- 
ierable as objects of his covetous defires. (3) 

5th It 

Creditor. 

tant religion in king James's 
reign. 

2. By her humble fubmif- 
fion to the civil power, and 
her gratitude to the nation 
for her eftablifhment and 
protection. 

3. By her oppofmg the in- 
vallon of our liberties under 
King James, and fining with 
the nation in refilling popery, 
and arbitrary power. 

4. By parting with her 
fpurious fons, thofe falfe 
brethren, from whom (he has 
been in continual peril, and 
by a fupply of learned and 
fober perfons, who heartily 
love their religion and na- 
tive country." Divine rights 
of the Britijh nation and con- 

ftitution vindicated, 1710. 

tent: but then their content 
does not arife from motives 
of fecular intereft. " In quo 
differunt paftor et mercena- 



Debtor. 

her do&rine, and her prefer- 
vation. 

2. To the nation, for her 
privileges, and her revenues. 



3. To our civil liberties, 
and the coniHtution and in- 
tcreft of our native country. 



4. To her account of pro- 
fit and lofs, upon the defec- 
tion and apoftacy of fome of 
her fpiritual guides, and her 
lay-members. 



The writer of the above 
was a friend to religious li- 
berty, I therefore revere him, 
and make no remarks, ex- 
cept that, if the church gain- 



rius? In quatuor funt diffi- 



l_ by trading in revolution miles. In caufa in ftudio 

principles, fhe ought to have in vita in PERICULO.'* 

repaid her partners the non- Hemming, Pa/or, far. z. 
cons for their mare of the (3) "The mifer covets tie 

flock. From the dawn of poor man's pittance. This cir- 

tne Reformation to the abdi- cumftance aggravates the 
cation of James If. the non- 
conformifts rifqued all 



revolution 



on 

principles, and, 
when their accounts were 
fettled, they obtained a tole- 
ration, with a corporation, 
a ted act! They are cou- 

VOL. II. ' 



crime of avarice, and the 
difpofition is beautifully de- 
picted in Nathan's parable, 
2 Sam. xii. i, &c. and as 
finely exemplified in Ahab's 
conduit to Naboth, I Kings 
xxi. i. c. Salluft well de- 
jfcribes 
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5th. It is not without reafon, that St, Paul calls 
avarice, idolatry , for one of the principal charac- 
ters of this curled inclination is a making gold 
and filver one's God. It is money, in effeft, 
which the covetous adores, it is this that he fu- 
premely loves, ..this he prefers above all other 
things, it is his laft end, his life, his confidence, 
and all his happinefs. He, who fears God, confe- 
crates to him his firft thoughts, and devotes to 
his glory and fervke the chief of his cares, to his 
interefts the whole of his heart, and for the reft 
commits himfelf to the care of his providence. It 
is the fame with a covetous man in regard to his 
treafiires, he thinks only of them, he labours 
only to increafe and preferve them, he feels only 
for them, he has neither reft, nor hope] which is 
not founded on his riches, he would offer incenfe. 
to them, could he do it without expence. (4) 

6th, It 

fcribes avarice in this view, exercitus, neque mcenia ob- 

" Eft bellua fera, immanis, ftant, quo minus vi fua pe- 

intoleranda ; quo imendit, netret ; fama, pudicitia, li- 

qppida, agros, fan a atque beris, patria atque parenti- 

domos vaftatj divina cum bus, cunftos mortales fpo- 

humanis permifcet, neque Hat," 

(4) A nilfer deifies gold. 
For fordid lucre plunge we in the mire ? 
Drudge, fweat, thro' ev'ry fhame, for evVy gain, 
For vile contaminating trafh ; throw up 
Our hope in heav'n, our dignity with man ? 
And deify the dirt, matur'd to gold ? 
Ambition., a--v'rice, the two demons, rhefe, 
Which goad thro' ev'ry ilough our human herd, 
Hard-tr.avell'd from the cradle to the grave. 
How low the wretches Hoop ! how fteep they climb ! 
Thefe demons burn mankind. 

Night Thoughts, . 6. 

St. Paul calls avarice not covetoufnefs be once named 
idolatry, Eph. v. 3, 5, Let among joit. A covetous 
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6th. It is fuprizing, and fometimes fufficiently 



j s an idolater. There will 
appear a fingular propriety 
in thefe words, if we obferve 
the people, to whom they 
were addreffed. Let not 
covetoufnefs be once named 
among you at Ephefus, for 
this vice would fubvert your 
religion. Covetoufnefs fup- 
ports the idolatrous worihip 
of Diana, which brings no 
/mall gain to Demetrius, and 
other craftfmen, who by 
their craft get wealth : but a 
covetous man among you is 
as weak as he is wicked, he 
ails on the principles of an 
idolater, and has not fenfe 
to perceive the community, 
in which his principles may 
be reduced to -firaElice, See 
Aftsxix. 24, 25. 

The church of Rome, 
which is evidently an idola- 
trous church (fee vol. I. page 
183, note 2.) has chofen to 
arrogate to itfelf the charac- 
ter of fuperlative holinefs. 
The laft mark of diftinclion, 
it (hould feem, that could 
have been thought of for fuch 
a community! Pope Paul III. 
about 1538, appointed nine 
dignitaries to examine and 
report the Irate of the papal 
church, in order to reforma- 
tion, \i neceffary. Thefe 
commiflioners. drew up a lift 
f abufes, and delivered it in 
to the pope. The firft 



diverting, 

abufe, and that from which, 
as from the Trojan, horfe, all 
the re It proceed, is, that the 
pope's ^will is the peoples' law, 
<( Voluntas pontificis, qualif- 
cunque ea fuerit, eft regula, 
qua ejus operationes et ac- 
tiones dirigantur. Ex hoc 
fonte, fan&e pater, tanquam 
ex equo Trojano, irruperein 
eccleliam Dei tot abufus," 
&c. This piece waspubliih- 
ed about 70 years before the 
council of Trent, and when 
the proteftants availed them- 
felves of it, it was fupprefled 
at Rome. Proteftants did 
not fail to republifti it, and 
one,, in a dedication to Toby 
Matthews, then archbifhop 
of York, thus ridicules the 
papal pretence to eminent 
holinefs. " Scripfere multi 
multa, reverendifiime prasful, 
de notis five fignis ecclefias. 
.Cofterus 3, Coccius 5, Bel- 
larminus 15, Bo?,ius 100, alii 
plures, alii pauciores notas 
affignant: at omnes de Ro- 
man ffiCCcleficS SANCTITATE, 
quaii nota pracipua, et infal- 
libili, magnopcre gloriantur. 
Sanfla ecchfi&/afiffa fedes 
J'anclijTimus pzterfau&ita_s 
veftra Ob! quamfanSa cm- 
nia!" &c. What an odd 
idea mult thefe people have 
of bolinefs ! Is Rome the place 
for holinefs ! Crafta-iv Conjil* 
DeleS. Cardinal, Prof, 



.. (5) Avarici 
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diverting, (5) to fee in what manner all the othei 1 
inclinations of a mifer, good and bad, virtues and 

vices, 

(5) Avarice is famelimes diverting. 

Si dederint fuperi deciesmihi millia centum, 
Dicebat nondum Soevola faclus eques : 
Qualiter O vivarn, quam large quamque beate ! 
Riferunt faciles et tribuereDei. 
Sordidior multo poil hoc toga ; psnula pejor; 
Calceus eft farta terque quaterque cute ; 
Deque deceni pliires femper fervantur oliva:; 
Explicat et ccenas unica menfa duas ; 
Et vetentani bibitur fex craffa ruhelli ; ' 
AfTe cicer tepidum conftat, et affe venus. 
In jus O fallax atque inficiator eamus; 
Aut vive, autdecies Scsevola redde dels. 

Martial 

Avarice is dive-fling. I will Chrifl ? (I fpcak as a fool.} I 
r,ot prefume to fay in what am more, z Cor. xi. 19, 16, 
cafes it is proper for aminifter 22, 23. / heard a 'voice 
of Jefus Chrift to render vice from heaven, faying, Reward 
ridiculous, and fo to excite Babylon, the great, even as 
the rifibiltty of mankind jhe re-warded you. Double 
againil it : but I will ven- unto her double. In the cup, 
ture to affirm, fatire is one which foe bath filled, fill to 
bloodlefs weapon ofthechrif, her double. Give her torment 
tain warfare, and we have and forroia. She faith, I Jit 
many examples of its ufe in' a queen, and am no widow, 
fcripture. Behold! the man and foall fee no for row. Re- 
is become a s one cf us, toknciv joice over her, thou heaven, 
pood and evil! novo perhaps he and ye holy apofllss and pro- 
may put forth his hand, and phets ! Rev. xvui. 4, 2, 6, 
take alfo of the tree of life, and 7, 20. 
eat, and live for ever ! Gen. It is fafliionable to account 
iii. 22. Cry aloud, for he is a the puritans of the laft age a 
God! I Kings xviii. 27. No gloi my generation : but ibme 
doubt but ye are the people, and people are not ambitious of 
<wifdom Jhall die with you! fafliion, and to them we may 
Job xii. 2. Ye fu/er "fools be allowed to fay two things 
gladly, feeing ye ycurfeives in favour of thefe gloomy 
are wife ! 'Receive me as a people. I . Was it fair to 
fool, that I may bo aft my f elf a perfecute and ruin people, 
little. Are they Heir-<ws ? So and then to reproach them 
am I, Are they minijters of for not being merry ? ' 
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vices, his love and his hatred, his joy and h 
forrow refpect and obey his avarice. They move 

or 



that wafted us, required of us 
mirth, faying, fing us one of 
tbefongsojSion ! Pfal. cxxxvii. 
3. ho<vj fhall tue Jlng the 
Lord's fong in a ft range land! 
Alas! the Lord's fongs would 
give you no pleafure ! The 
fongs of Sion are not com- 
pofed in your tafte ! If we 
mult fing, compofe our odes 
yourfelves ! Come, fet the 
five-mile aft to mufick ! Play 
away upon our liberties, and 
properties, and lives. Give 
us hunger, and tkirfl, andna- 
kednefs, and --want of all things ! 
Hang our lives in doubt day 
and night ! finite us from the 
foh of the f cot to the top of the 
head! drive us to dej'pair, 
make us mad for the Jight of 
our eyes, and then reproach 
us for not being merry! 

2. Thefe people were not 
gloomy, on the contrary, 
there is a fatirical vein of 
pointed wit, that runs mer- 
rily through all their writ- 
ings, and cleftrifies their per- 
fecutors as it runs. J do not 
fay, their wit was as well re- 
fined as modern wit: that 
would be profane indeed! 
but it was the wit of the < r ;ge, 
and they were chearful in the 
exercifeofit. 1 could exem- 
plify this hy innumerable ex- 
tracls from their polemical 
writings, and even by tran- 
fcribing the titles of ibme of 
; but I will only now 



mention two things, which 
afforded thefe dull men fome 
diverfion. i. The ihifts made 
to eftablifh the liturgy di- 
verted them. When kneel- 
ing at the communion was 
firlt appointed in the Englifh 
epifccpal church, the foreign 
protefbnis were extremely 
offended at it, and Beza 
wrote to archbifliop Grin- 
da!! on the fiibjecl. If, fays 
Beza, you have rejected the 
doclrineoftranfubftantiation, 
and the pradice of adoring 
the hoft, why do you fym- 
boiize with popery, and feem 
to hold both by kneeling at 
the facrament ? kneeling had 
never been thought of, had 
it not been for tranfubilan- 
tiation. Grindall replied, 
that though the facrament 
was to be received kneeling, 
yet a rubrick accompanied 
the fervice-book, and in- 
formed the people, that no 
adoration of the elements 
was intended. ! I under- 
ftand you, faid Beza, " There 
was a certain great Lord, who 
repaired his houie, and, hav- 
ing hrriihed it, left before his 
gate a great ftone, for which 
lie hr?d no occafion. I: i'eems, 
this ftone caufed many peo- 
ple in the dark to ftumble 
and fall. Complaint was 
made to his lordfhip, and 
many a humble petition was 
prefented praying for the re- 
moval 



or reft, aft or do not ad, agreeably to the orders? 
which this criminal pafiion gives them. If he be 

naturally 



moval of the ftone : but he 
remained long obftinate ; at 
length, he condefcended to 
order a lanthorn to be. 
fcung over it. My Lord, 
faid one, if you would be 
pleafed to rid youfelf of far- 
ther felicitation, and to quiet 
all parties, order the i'tone 
and the candle to be both 
removed." 

A bible, that wants thirty- 
nine human articles to make 
it intelligible ; a divine law 
, Deeding the glofles of a hun- 
dred and forty fynodical ca- 
nons; an infpired praytr- 
book with a rubrick ; thefe, 
and a thoufand more are odd 
aftbciations of ideas, and 
afibciation of ideas by fancy 
makes mirth. Advances of the 
Cb. of Eng, towards Rome, 
by Dr. Du Moulin, 1680. 

The other article, which 
they obferved, non fine rifu, 
as they faid, was the beggar- 
ly treachery of their perlecu- 
tors in regard to their Jer- 
vicns. ' Puritan miniliers ! 
ieditious and fchifmatical 
preachers! there was not one 
orthodox or learned* man 
among them." Clarendon. 
Bijl. <uol ii. 

" Puritan preachers! mere 
pulpiteers! men, neither of 
learn ing nor cor. fci en ce ! poi- 
foning in their fchifmatical 
lectures the people with an- 
timonarchical principles." 



Dugdak Pref. 1o View of 
Troubles, &c. 

" Puritan preachers ! a 
fpiritual militia, neither par- 
fons, vicars, nor curates; 
but, like the order of the 
friars predicants, tickling 
the ears of the people with 
legends and miracles, de- 
bauching the people with 
principles of di (loyalty ! all 
their pulpit harangues are 
nothing but the repeated 
echoes of the votes, orders,, 
remonftrances, and declara- 
tions of Wellminfter. Nal- 
Jon's Collections. 

" Preachers ! men of no 
learning, no conference, fu- 
rious promoters of dangerous 
innovations, turbulent and 
feditious in difpofmon, fcan- 
dalous in life, impofed upon 
parimes to infecl and poifon 
the minds of our people." 
Declar. of Charles I. Aug. 12, 
1642. 

Dr. Walker has collected 
a whole folio of articles tend- 
ing to prove thefe charges, 
and the abufed noncons 
laugh at his ATTEMPT, as he 
calls it. For why, courteous 
reader ? why, becaufe fome 
of thefe " grave, worthy, 
proteiling, fweet, modeft, 
ingenious, learned, loyal true 
fons of the church of Eng- 
land ; thefe men of great 
fpirit, well beloved of the 
gentry, great agents and fuf- 

ferers 
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naturally civil, mild, and agreeable in his con- 
verfation, he will not fail to lay afide all his civi- 
lities, and good manners, when his avarice tells 
him he may get fomething by doing fo : and, on 
the contrary, when he has received fome injury, 
when fome infult has been offered him, which is a 
juir ground of refentment, you may fee in an in- 
ilant his wrath is removed, and all his vehemence 
abated, in hope o a little money offered to ap- 
peafe him, or in fear of a fmall expence to gratify 
his refentment. If an object of publick joy, or 

forrow 



ferers for his majefty" (fee elis apud templum Paulinunij 
Dr. Walker's account of Dr. . frequenti auditorum corona, 
Owen, bimop of St. Afaph, et tune temporis prefentepa- 
and Dr. Lloyd, dean.) I fay, truo fuo Groviique patrono 
thefe accufers of their bre- Humphredo Epifcopo Londi- 
thren were fo mean as to nenfi, (a quo nullus dubito 
preach the fermons of the quin fummas pro labore fuo 
very men, whom they abufed. egregio laudes concioriator 
Odd fate of a puritanical reportaverit.) totam fuam 
fermon ! Studied in a jail, concionem verbatim pene 
preached under a hedge, integram defumpfit e corn- 
printed in a garret, fold at a mentariis Jenchini in verfum 
pedlar's Hall, bought by a Judsenonumdedifceptatione 
prieiVs footman, uttered from Michaelis cum diabolo. Ut 
a pulpit in a cathedral, ap- omittam quod apud taberna- 
plauded by a biihop, and or- culum fuum in jejunio pro 
dered to prefs . by a grave Londini conflagratione, con- 
feflion of gentry ! Rifum ti-> cionem fuam deprompfit e 
neatis amid ! pr#difti authoris commenta- 
Mr. Jenkins publimed a rio in Judas verfum fepti- 
commentary on Jude. His mum, de incendio quo Sodo- 
antagoniit, Dr. Grove, taxed ma deleta fuit. Neque duos 
him with plagiarifm, becaufe alios de tuis asqualibus apla- 
he had made a few quotations giariorum labe penitus im- 
without faying whence he munes fifto, qui, ut fatis 
had them. Jenkins retorted, mihi-compertum eft, totuin 
" Ilium tamen ab hac impu- Jenchini commentarium ia 
tatione prorfus quoque libe- Judain perfingulasdominicas 
rare nequeo, qui, cum con a capits ad calcem, in con- 
cionaretur in fefto S. Micha cionibus fuis populo recita- 



runt," 
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forrow offer itfelf to his view, fimply confidering 
it in a general view, he will be glad or forry ac- 
cording to the nature of the thing in queftion: 
but mould this occafion of public joy intereft 
him ever fo little, or in any manner prejudice 
his pretenfions, all on a fudden you will iee all 
his joy turned into forrow. In like manner, when. 
a publick calamity gives him an opportunity of 
gaining any thing, all his forrow is turned into 
joy. .If he ardently loves any one he will love 
him no longer, if he begin to coft him any thing; 
avarice will turn all his love into indifference and 
coldnefs. If reafon and common honeity oblige 
him to be of a party, who have juitice on their 
fide, he will maintain, and even exaggerate their 
rights, and defend the equity of them, while 
his purfe is not engaged: engage his purfe, and 
it is no longer the fame thing; what was juft is 
become now unjuft to him, he has quickly whys, 
and bowevers in his mouth but, however, we 
were miftaken in fuch a point, why mould we be 
obftinate in fuch, or fuch a thing? &c. (6) 

In 



runt." &c. Refutatio Grovii epithets which were given 

Refponf. ad Celeitfma. them by one another. Adm. 

This great and excellent Revereiidiffime Digniffiiiie 

fervant of Chrift, who was Ornatiffime Venerabilif- 

defcended by his mother's fime Benigniffime Scien- 

fide from Rogers, the proto- tificentiffime Singulariffime 

martyr, died in Newgate, Sociabiliflime Vigilancif- 

after a confinement of feven- fime Pientiffime Sanftifli- 

teen weeks for cohfcience- me Beatiffime &c. c, 

fake. 1685. Dr. Calamj's But I forbear. Vid. Hen. ~Bf 

Ace. <vol. ii. London. belius de Abuf. Ling. Lat, 

I might add another fource (6) Avarice governs the 

of puritanical mirth arifing tempers of interefted men, and 

from a contraft of qualifica- direSs their aSions in fublick 

tions of churchmen with the events* Were we to apply 

this 
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In fine, his avarice gives the colour and tint to 
every fubjef^ it is the fole rule, and meafure, it 
makes things good or bad, juft or unjuft, rea- 
fonable or nnreafonable according to its pleafure. 
Crimes are no longer crimes, if they agree with 
avarice, virtues are no longer virtues, when they 
oppofe it. She reigns over the ideas of a mifer's 
mind and the emotions of his heart, fole arbitrefs 
in the judgments of his mind, fole direclrefs in 
the confutations of his heart, fole governefs of 
all his paflions. (7) Ariftotle's definition of nature 

can 
t 

this to church-interefl, and prefs extending her defpot- 
to exemplify it by hiflory, we ifm over an abject flave. The 
could not choofe a period books of Ecclefiaftes, and 
more proper than that from Proverbs, afiimilate avarice 
the reftoration of Charles II, to feveral things, each fig- 
to the death of queen Ann. nificant and expreffive: the 
The feveral turns of the following is very beautiful 
times, the variety of temper in its kind. Eccl. vi. 3. An 
difcovered, the veering about untimely birth is bstter than a. 
of church-men according as mifer. " Comparantur in his 
the wind of intereft - blew, abortivus et avarus, quia 
are finely defcribed, for the fruftra natus uterque, cum 
greater part of the time, by finem nafcendi neuter adep- 
our excellent hiftorian Neal, tus. ... In eo prafertur abor- 
of whofe fidelity no party tivus, quod ut bona, fie nee 
has any juft caufe to com- mala vitas ulla fit perpeffus: 
plain, except that of the Bap- avarus vero bonis vitae caruit, 
tilts. (That they have, their jetatem vero fuam in mille 
hiltorian Croiby hath moil malis et asrumnis tranfegit." 
dearly fliewn, in his hiftory Del Rio Adag. Sac. Par. ii. 
f the^Baptifts, and particu- Ad. 307. 
^rly in his preface to it.) Prov. xvii. 8. A gift is as 
I e difpofition of too many a precious Jione in the eyes of 
?f the clergy of thofe times him that hath it : whMerfo- 
is properly enough ridiculed ever it turr.eth it profperetb. 
in the well-known humourous A bribe, like a diamond, 
ng called The Vicar of Bray, fparkles in the eyes of inte- 

(7) Avarice reigns over a relied men, and money in all 

nifer. Mr. Claude compares places, and on all occafions 

avarice to an abfolute em- will prevail with them. 

Vot.Il. L One 
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can be no where better applied, flie is the 
ciple of motion and of reft; for (he does all that 
the centurion in the gofpel did, ihe fays to one 
Go, and he goeth, to another Come, and he 
cometh, Do this, and he doth it : yea Ihe goes 
farther than the centurion wentj for ihe fays 
Paufe, and all things paufe, Ceafe, and all things 
ceafe to be. (8) 

IV. OBSERVE 

One of our divines, dif- felf to excite avarice: but 
couriing on the inhumanity quite the contrary," &c. 
of the prieft and Lrvite, men- Beaufobre Difc.Jur Nonirftft, 
tioned by our Lord, Luke x, D. i. 
31,32. well obferves "that (8) As we cannot form an 
it is unfair to tax the whole idea of love, hope, or avarice 
body of the clergy with ava in the abftract, or independent 
rice, and inhumanity that of a perfon, it mould feem 
at the acceilion of Conftan- the characters of vices, or 
tine great riches, and with virtues would be beft defcrih- 
them great temptations to a- ed in their fubjefts, where 
varice poured into the church fcripture affords examples, 
that too many church-mea,. Where all the characters of a 
and particularly thofe in the vice, or a virtue are not to be 
church of Rome, efpeeially found in one perfon, feveral 
the religious fraternities, had examples may be united to 
been fad examples of avarice give a full defcription of the 
that it was a fin more article in queftion. Juft de- 
fcandalous in them than in fcription is extremely diffi- 
others but that, as there cult: but what an encou- 
were fome Zachariahs a- ragenaent to reflect,, that it is 
mong the priefts, and fome not in the power of human 
Barnabafles among the Le- nature to love vice, or hate 
vites, fo there were fome li- virtue, appearing in 
beral men among the Romifti own colours ! 
clergy, and more in other Mr. Saurin 
communities that foldiers, patriotifm in the perfon of M' 
magiflrates, and merchants kemiab,ZQ&covetaufnefs'v&Y& 
had difgraced war, polity, unhappy Judas. After a ju* 
and trade with avarice but terrible defcription of the 
but that it would be unfair vice in the man, declaring* 
to blame the whole order of that he trembled at the iu ea 
either and that there was of fuch a monfter and ex- 
BOthing in the nuniltry it- claiming with' Virgil* 



IV. 

OBSERVE THE RELATION OF ONE SUBJECT TO 

ANOTHER, (9) 

For example, always when in fcripture God is 
called a Father^ the relation of that term to 

children 



crable love of money ! and 
fo nn-he afks, whether this 
odious pidture referable Ju- 
das only? he goes on, and 
compares his bearers with Ju- 
das, till he pities Judas, and 
turns all his indignation a- 
gainft them. His defign 
is to excite a perfeft ha- 
tred of avarice, and thereby 
to deliver his hearers from 
its guilt and power at once. 
Thefe application fometiraes 
produce great eftetts. 

'How richly the infpired 
writings are irored with ma- 
terials of this kind every bo- 
dy knows j indeed we may 
% of many beauties of the 
bjble, as Mr. Addifon in th? 
freeholder fays of a pa/Tage in 
JCings (ab. viii.c. 11,12, 
13. verfes.) they only want 
a place in fo'me Greek and 
Roman writer to be univer- 
fally admired. 

The orator's defcription of 
the idle lives of his country- 
men is juftly admired, 



/K* cT, CCAA' ^g^. 
tell us, Do you rather in- 

!ine according to your ufu- 

" 



al cuftom, to faunter about 
idle, afking each other what 
news?. . . is Philip dead? 
No: hut by Jove he is fick, 
&r- Demofl. Phil I Corn- 
pare this defcription of the 
Corinthian church with it, 



s ? ^ K0*. .s> ^ Xp/ra. 
Ms.aspir*/ o Xp/r-S ; ,u?j FUv- 



njtt/A!( ^*^'^- 
r T 0e, &c. 

Is the fi g ure erotefl5 admired 
ln lhe P a % e ^bove men- 
tloned - obferve this in Mat. 
XI - 7- f/ K^^ *f *?* 
^ v ***<>*&*<> V-AKO^V teo 
* n ' ^iwy.ei/of j ^AA 71 



/JV ' 0/ 
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. 
thln S lntrod ces a greater 

confufion into a dilcourfe of 
a , n 7 kind than a violation o.t 
th " rul P- T h e putting to. 

ether of fin ^ Ie u.ncoqneft- 
Lz ed, 
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children is evident, and we are obliged not only 
to remark the paterna.1 inclinaj:ions s which are in 

God 

ed, irrelative ideas produces under the fhadow of thy 

a perfeft wildernefs, and, if wings." What relation was 

a difcourfe fo compofed be there between David and 

animated with the ill tempers King Charles 1. ? Prayer for 

of the compofer, it refembles Prefervation of the Kin?, 

$ wildernefs full of tigers and. 16^.3, 
lions, apes and panthers, ri- " Let the happinefs of the 

diculous and terrible beafts. fuccefsofour fovereign j?o w 

A violation of this rule pro- to the very Jkirts of his peo- 

duced almofcall thofegxpref- pie." This thought feems 

fions,. which fome zealots to be taken from . Pfal. cxxxiii. 

.have collected, and publilhed 2. ointment (went down to the 

under the title of D>J/enters Jkirts of Aaron's garments, 

S flyings* and from which What have the ikirts of A.a~ 

they pretended to derive ran to do with the poor in an 

proofs of principles, which Englifli workhoufe ? Thankf? 

the preachers never held, g&.for Fi3. at Edge-hill. 
The truth is, the fafhion of " L.ord ! look to the 

the la ft age in both preach- rijjhteoufnefs of our caufe, 

ing and praying was to com- See the jeamlefs coat of thy 

pofe of all manner of gather- Son torne, the throne of thine 

ings, without that accurate, anointed trampled, on, thy 

aborting method, which ma- church, invaded by facrilegej, 

turer judgment has fince in- and thy people miferabjy de- 

iroduced. It was not the fa r ceived with lies." What re- 

fnion of any whole party, lation was there between the 

for each had judicious men; feamlefs coat of Chrlft, the 

, but it was the prevailing fale of church-lands, and the, 
miilake of the bulk ia all lies of the clergy ? tfhankjgi'V'. 

parties. There is, hqwever, for Viet, in the North, All 

this difference between the publijbed by his, Majejtfs com* 
publications of two parties; wand. 164.3. 
The. epifcopal party publilhr The compiler of thefe 
ed by command of the head prayers, telling God Al 
of the church, the church mighty a hiftory of rebel- 
therefore is accountable : but lion, fays, among other 
among the other parties in- things, " We murmured a-- 
dividuais only were cenfur- gainjl Mofes;" and with equal 
a.ble. propriety might I fay, You 

*' O Lord, who didft de- did more than murmur againft 
liver t)a<uid thy fervant, ... Mofes, you cut his fa&i <$' 

let Kiiie Charles find fafety before Whitehall ! 

, .. .*, .-.- , ..... ... / ... , . 
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God towards us, and the advantages which we 
receive from his Jove ; but alfo the duties to 

which 



The aflbciation of fuch ir ? 
relative ideas into one expref- 
fion is arb'urary and licentious, 
and produces very bad effects 
both by leading off the attenti- 
on from a fubjeft, and by con- 
founding it with other fub- 
je&s, which have nothing to 
do with it. Suppofe a prayer 
to begin, Lord, who didft 
form the crooked ferpent, 
blfifs and direct the twelve 
judges ! would not this mode 
of expreffion feem to convey 
a molt deteftable idea of their 
JjOrdihips and the law ? or 
fuppofe a minifter before 
preaching to pray, O then, 
who didlt create tattle, and 
creeping things, afliil me to 
preach thy word effectually 
to day ! would- not this look 
as if the worthy man thought 
himfelf a beetle or a bealh? 
In the examples above quo- 
ted, there is no relation at all 
between the ideas, I will add 
an example of a more fre- 
quent miflake, that is, an 
aflbciation of ideas irrelative 
in themfelves, and that in- 
termediate idea, which would 
relate them to each other im- 
plied. I'll take the firft at 
hand. 

" Queftionleffe, there can- 
not be a greater blemilh unto 
the honour, dignity, worth, 
and credit of any Clmftian 
prince or potentate, of any 
Chnilian magiftratej noble- 



man, general, captain, pre-? 
late, maiiler, fuperiour, or 
the like, who mould be pat-? 
ternes of temperance and fo- 
briety unto others, than for 
every infamous, fwinifh, riot- 
ous, prophane, and diJTolute 
rorer, ruffian, gull-gallant, 
or pot-companion, every bafe 
and rafcal tapfter, pedler, 
tinker, cobler, hofiler, me- 
chanick, clowne or footboy, 
to thrult their names into 
their pots, and to drink their 
healths." William Prynnis 
Healtkes-Jicknefle againft drink-; 
ing healths. 1628. 

" There cannot be a greater 
blemifli unto the dignity of 
the king than for a tinker to 
drink his health." Before 
this can be proved to be 
any blemijh to his majefty fome 
intermediate idea mu ft be ad- 
mitted to conneft the tinker 
and the king, fome unworthy 
action on his majelly's part 
muft be fuppofed : but as no 
fuch aftioa can be fuppofed, 
it is abominable to infinuate 
it. Without it, however, 
there is no 'relation between, 
the dignity "of a prince and 
the disorders of his people^ 
nor does the impropriety of 
their actions (fuppofing, what 
is not allowed, that it were 
an impropriety to drink the 
king's health) imply any de- 
fect in the character of the 



prince. 



The 
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which we are bound as children of fuch a father.' 
The fame may be faid of all thefe exprefilons of 
fcripture, God is our God we are his people he 
is our portion we are his heritage he is our 
mafter we are his fervants -he is our & .we 
are the ' fubjefts of jjis kingdom- he is our prophet 
&r teacher we are his dijciples with many more 
of the fame kind. When we meet with fuch 
iingle and feparate, they muft be'difcufled in re- 
lation to one another, and this relation muft be 
particularly confidered. Thus, when the kingdom 
of God, or of Jefus Chrift is i'poken of, all things 
relative to this kingdom muft be confidered fas 
its laws arms throne crown fubjedts extent 
of dominion palace where the king refides &c. 
So when our myftical marriage with Jefus Chrift 
Is fpoken of, whether it be where he is called a 
bridegroom, or his church a bride \ you fliould, 
after you have explained thefe exprefllons, turn 
your attention to relative things ^-as the love of 
Jefus Chrift to us, which made him confent to 
this myftical marriage-rr-the dowry, that we bring 
him, our fins and mifenes the communica- 
tion, which he makes to us both of his name 

and 



The holy fcriptures are al- 
ways wife and pertinent on 
tins article. " Lord! thou 
halt made heaven and earth. 
. v c Stretch forth thy band to 
&eaL -Thou didtt fay by the 
mouth of David, The kings 
of the earth flood up againft 

thy Chrift Now Lord j 

behold their ihreatnings, &c. 
Aftsiv. 24.30 25, 26, 29. 
God made of one blood ail 
nations of men . . . and now 
commandetSi all men every 



26. 30. 



whera to repent. A&s xvii: 
The God of nature.- 
the God of religion -He 
made men, he commands men 
he made all men, com- 
mands all men rhe made all 
nations of men, he commands 
all men every where he 
made all nations of one blood, 
fubjeft to the lame maladies 
and miferievS, he commands 
ail nations to repent, arid fa 
applies an univerfal remedy 
to an univerfal malady.. 
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benefits the reft, that he grants us in his 
houfe, changing our abode the banquet at his 
divine nuptials the inviolable fidelity, which he 
requires or us the right and power he acquires 
over us the defence and protection, which he 
engages to afford us- but, when thefe relative 
things are difcuffed, great care muft be taken 
neither to infift on them too much j nor to defcend 
to mean ideas j nor even to treat of them one af- 
ter another in form of a parallel : for nothing is 
more tirefome, than treating thefe apart, and one 
after another. They muft, then, be affociared 
together, a body compofed of many images muft 
be formed, and the whole muft be always ani- 
mated with the fenfible, and the fpiritual. I 
think, a preacher ought to content himfelf with 
making one fingle observation, or, at the moft, 
two, in cafe the relative things are too numerous 
to be collected into one point of view. In fuch a 
cafe you muft endeavour to reduce them to two 
clafles : but in two different orders, and always 
make the difference preceptible, fo that in may 
not be faid, you have made two obfervations of 
what was naturally but one. (i) 

V. OBSERVE 

(l) Collefl relative ideas credible. The fathers alle- 

into one point of view. The gorized. Porphyry of old, 

direct contrary is the prac- and Woolfton of ]ate, with 

tice of too many, whofe many others alike ill affected 

whole attention feems turned to the truth, took, 'or pre- 

to the dividing, and fo dif- tended to take, them at their 

fipating, lofing, and, if I word, and, by ruining their 

may fpeak fo, gaming away fenle of a miracle, pretend- 

the fenfe of the text. No ed to have ruined the real 

preachers are fo given to this fenfe of the facred hiftoria.ns, 

method as they, who delight who reported the miracles 

in an allegorical way of of Chrill ; and they triura- 

preaching. The damage phed, as if they believ- 

done to religion by it is in- ed themfelves, Whence 

came 



V, , 
OBSERVE WHETHER SOME THINGS BE NOT sup* 

POSED, WHICH ARE NOT EXPRESSED. 

This is a fource of invention different from the 
former^ for the former is confined to things real* 



came all thefe mock tri- 
umphs ? Whence come they 
Hill? Moft certainly from 
the unguarded irrelative af- 
fociation's .of ideas of fome 
expofitors. Give one the 
refurre&ion of Lazarus for 
his ' fubjeft, and he will 
preach concerning regene- 
ration, becaufe regeneration 
is elfenvbere called a refurrec- 
tion. Give him a leper, and 
lie treats of a firmer. Give 
Lira a handful of meal, or a 
crufe of oil, two young pi- 
geons, a bunch of hyflbp, or 
a fcarlet line, and you may 
fit down, and prepare to hear 
him difcufs a whole body of 
divinity, although thefe ar- 
ticles are no other way relat- 
ed to his do&rine than as 
they ferve to illuftrateit. 
- I will fubjoin an example 
a reproof and a directi- 
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TVJTa EflV av'SpUTT-. 

Csterum aftra hac typum 
magni myfterii prs fe ferunt. 
Sol etenim Deum quodam- 
modo reprcefentat, Luna ve- 
ro hominem. Ut Col multis 
(quod dicitur) parafangis an- 
teceditlunampotentia et glo- 
ria \ fie Deus plurimtim ex- 
cellit hominem. Ut fol ple- 
nus Temper confpicitur, nee 
unquam diminuitur : fie De- 
us perpetuo perfeclus exiftit, 
plenus potentia, intelleclu, 
fapientia, immortalitate, et 
reliquis bonis omnibus. Lu- 

na fingulis menfibus occum- 

, . ? . 

bit, ejufque potentia emon- 

tur, hominis conditjonem of- 
tendans: deinde regeneratur 

et 



relative : but this fpeaks in general of things 
pofedi which have no relation to each other. 
For, example, when we /peak of a change, what 
they call the terminus a quo neceffarily iuppofes 
the terminus ad quern : and the terminus ad quern 
fuppofes the terminus a quo. (2) 

Aco- 



et augetur ad defignandam 
refurre&ionem cun&omnj fu- 
turam. Tres dies qui prse- 
cefTere creationem . duorum 
luminarium trinitatis myfte- 
riurn facrofanftum reprsfen- 
tant, viz. Deum, fermonem, 
fapientiam. Quartus dies 
typus eft hominus, &c." 
fbeoph. ad Autol. lib, ii. 

God the Father God the 
word God the fpirit the 
four firlt days of the. creation 
the fun and the moon 
the quick and the dead- 
time and eternity ! 'did ever 
an ignorant lay-brother botch 
together fuch a Jofeph's coat 
as this Patriarch of Antioch 
has done ? 

Le Clerc reproves fuch wri- 
ters. " Certe (ethnici non 
exaudient) fateridum allego- 
ricos interpretes fcripturse 
non immerito ab eo (i. e. 
Porphyrio) carpi. Neque hoc 
parum religioni o!im nocuit, 
et etiamnum nocet" 'Ars Crit. 
torn. i. p. 2. J. i. c. 1 6. pro- 
pefinem. 

_ Clement of Alexandria 
gives a proper word of advice. 
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j (pcri' Parabolam 
-autejri .'douitiu quis intelliget 
mfifapiens et/a'ens et qui di~ 
ligit dominum fuum ? fit ergo 
qui calis eft fidelis, fit ejuf- 
modi ut poffit cxplicare cog- 
nitionem, fit fapieris in ver- 
bis difcernendis, fit in faclis 
fcientiflimus^ fit caftus ec 
mundus. Eo enim debet ef- 
fe magis humiiis QUO videtur 
effe major, dicit Clemens ia 
'epiftola ad Corinthios," Clem* 
Akx, Stromat, lib. vi. 

(z> Implication differs from 
relation. The chief ule of 
this topick is illufiration. Hy- 
pothetical elucidation and 
illufiratkm are very beauti- 
ful : but hypothetical reafon- 
ing, that is to fay, argu- 
.rnents grounded on fuppofi- 
tion are inadmiffible in .a le- 
vere inveftigation of truth. 

For example. "TheNon- 
conformiils are known by 
their canting notions of /'- 
dwelling enlightening foul' 
Jawing - heart -Jupporting." 
Bp., Kenneths Regifter and 
Ghron. Dec. 1662. 
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A covenant fuppofes two contracting parties 
a reconciliation effected, or a peace made, fun- 
poles war and enmity a victory fuppofes ene- 
mies, arms, and a combat life fuppofes death, 
and death life the day fuppofes night, and the 
night day . fometimes there are proportions, 
which neceflarily fuppofe others, either becaufe 
they are confequences, depending on their prin- 
ciples, or becaufe they are truths naturally con- 
nected with others. It is always very important 
to underftand well what things are fuppofed in a 

text; 

The index gives this as a all parties at that time. 4.11 

character of the Noncons in is fuppofed, thefe words and 

the reign of Charles II. The notions were the cant of the 

queftion is, how much does party : but, without enlarg- 

it prove? 1 believe, nothing, ing, I venture to affirm, if 

except the bifhop's partiali- all thefe fuppofitions were 

ty. well-grounded, and if thefe 

Here are feveral things were the moft diftinguifhing 

fuppofed. i. It is a quota- charafters of the party, ano- 

turn -from an anonymous au- ther fuppojttion mull be made, 

thor, yet he, who fpeaks and fuch an one as would 

from behind the curtain, fine cover thofe Epifcopalians 

tcfte, fine judice, is fuppofed with everlafting contempt; 

A credible witnefs. z. It is and that is, that fihey robbed, 

fuppofed, the Noncons were rifled, banifhed, imprifoned, 

the only men, who made ufe or murdered thoufands for 

of compound words. This is uiing a few cant words. We 

not true, for Homer made do not juftify the conftant 

ufe of more words of this ufe of fuch terms as the a- 

fort than all the Noncons bove, and others like them, 

. put together, and the Epifco- as ill-deferving hell-deferv- 

palians ufed them as much as ing- God-difhonouring^-r 

the latter. 3. It \s, fuppofed , heaven-daring foul-faving 

certain notions peculiar to Chrift-exalting &c. but the 

nonconformity were contained herefy is grammatical, 

in thefe words, and exprefTed they are not agreeable to the 

by them : but neither is this analogy of the English lan- 

tj'ue, for none of thefe terms guage. The utmoftabufe of 

^xprefs any other fentiments them therefore is no charao 

than, what were common to ter of a heretical divine, 

t< The 
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text-, for fometimes feveral iifeful confiderations 
be drawn from them, and not unfre- 

quently 

The notion of mixed fimbolo, &c." Arch. Wake 
touncilf, of clergy and laity, ut fup. in Append. Miff, manu 
in which the chiefeft affairs fropriafcript, penes me. 
of the church were tranfa&ed The Latin translation of 
during the Saxon times, if the above words/ttppo/es feve- 
jiot for fome rsigns after the ral things, which, although 
conqueft, is a new and un- they were true, yet ought 
accountable pretence, an af- not to have been inferted 
fertion neither for the honour here in a tranflation, as if 
nor the inter eft of THE alferted in the original. The 
wancK"ArcbbiJbop Wake's tranflation fays, king Athel- 
Slate of the Church and Clergy bald prefided. in the fynod 
ef England. Pref. the text only fays he <was thar. 
Here, falfe principles are The tranflation fays Cuth- 
Juppojed, -that nothing is bert was Archbifhop of Can- 
true but what makes for the ter-bury ! the text only fays 
honour, and interejt of the Cutbertwas^nr^z/cec/. The 
epifcopal church in England tranflation fays the fynod 
that no hiftorical fact can was made up of the king, 
be fo funk into oblivion as the archbifhop, and other bi- 
ts appear novel to pofterity flops -the text fays other 
on being reftored to light, nni/e men. The two firft of 
An old faft may be newly thefe fiippofitions are of no 
djfcovered, thedifcovery may confequence, and I only ob- 
differve a party, and yet the ferve, that in ftrict reafon- 
faft may be true, and the ing they need not be allowed 
djfcovery of it worthy of as the fenfe oFtne/m. The 
praife. < laft is an article of fome con- 
" DCCXI.II.- Her was fequence, and I would by no 
H)ycel finoth gegaderod at means allow it; for as on the 
Clovejhou, and thar was one hand, it is not fuppofe- ' 
AthelbaldMyrcna Cing, and able all the reputed <wifdom 
Cutbert Arcebifceop, and fela of the nation centered in the 
othre wife menn. Hie con,v bimops, fo on the other it is 
eft magnum conci- certain the laity as well as the 
apud Clovefhou, pratji- clergy fubfcribed and authen- 
Adelbaldo Rege Mer- ticated all legal deeds, 
m, cam Cuthberto Ar- When we fay arguments 
c iuepif CO po Cantuarienfi, ca> grounded on fuppofition.. 
^nfque epifcopis fimul affi- ought not to be admitted in. 
"entibus diligenter exami- reafoning, we mean grountl- 
"antes circa neceffaria de lefs,unnece/arj,.illogical,uncer- 
atu totius religionis, et de tain fuppofiiion. Where AID- 

W z 



quently the very expreffions in the text include 
them. (3) 

For 

pofition is . natural, necef- fuppofe that feme chrif. 

fary, probable, or certain, tians judged for themfelves 

the jfuppofition will become in- matters of religion that 

a datum, and a preacher will they wrote and published 
be allowed to deduce argu- books agatnft the general 
ments Jlmilar to his datum, popular creeds-^-and that the 
A probable fuppofition af~ pretended apoftolick church 
fords a probable argument, impofed terms of communion' 
a necefl'ary fuppofition af- different from thofe of Icrip- 
fords a demonftration. . Our ture, 'making their own 
next note, will explain our creeds, and not the facred 
meaning, , , \ fcriptures, rules of ortho- 

(3) Some proportions necef- doxy. Can. clxx, 

farily Juppofe others. The Juf- So again, the council at 

tinian code of canon .law ana-. Laodicea, held in the year 

thematizes Eunomians, who 364, decreed- that no pfalrns 

baptized by fingle immerfion of private composition, /JV 

<u<;, pifiv.,)t(t]-a, l Pv<riii B&//'(/'~ eflrtovf ^aAwov?, fhould be 

^Sfow^^Tliis canon has the: irfed in the church. This 

fqr.c.e of. anthentick .hiftory, : implies, that fome churches 

an^ ryve^ ^.re -obliged to fupr did ufe pfalms or hymns of 

ppijbv ( .jt!iat. ; fome chriftians;in, private co'nrpofition in pub- 

the year 38^:, in which year lick divine worfhip. Can. 

the canon was made at Con-r clxiii. 

ftantinople, did aclually ad- " Titus Arifto was an 

minifter ;baptifm \iy i>itmerjton- t eminent lawyer, Pliny fays, 

and byy?/7g7<?iir,iiierfion. Cod. \ INihil eft illo gravius, fane-: 

Cath.j'uftin.Chnftoph. Jo/lei. . tius, doclius,. utr mihi non 

(?</?/ fybharel. ''Theodor Meier/.'., unus homo : fed littera? ipfe> 

Can. clxx, omnefque bonae artes, in 

The fame council decreed uno hominefumrnum pericu- 

that Arians, Novatians, Sab- lum facere videantur. Quam 1 

batarians, and other r here- peritus ille et privati juris ef 

ticks fhould be reiiored to public!?, quantum rerum .' 

church-communion, on con-'; qiiantumexemplorum? quan- 

dition of their abjuring all turn "antiquitatis^tenet ? nihu 

herefies, and delivering up eft quod difcere velis, quod 

all their books, which were ille docere non poffit: Qui" 

not agreeable to the received eft quod non ftatim fciat ? e' 

notions of the holy catholick 'tamen plenimaue heefitat. Du' 

and apoftolick church. Here bitat diverfitate rationurn 

again we muft necefiarily .quas acr,i magnoque judicio 
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For example. Rom. xii. 17. Recompmce to no 
man evil for eviL - In difcufling this text you may 

very 



ab origine, caufifque repetu, 
difcernit, expendit. . . . Or- 
nat hisc niagnitudo animi, quse 
luhil ad oltentationem, om- 
jiia ad confcientiam refert, 
refteque fafti nor; ex populi 
fermone mercedem, fed ex 
fa&o petit." FitteJ.c.torum 
a Gul Grotto. J.c.to Delp. lib. 
ii. cap. 3, 

In this character of Arifto, 
it is fuppofed as a datum, or 
taken for granted, that it is 
Zb excellence in an inveftiga- 
tor of ; truth to paufe, to 
doubt, to examine, to form 
bisjudgirient coolly and cauti- 
oufly that- it argues magna- 
nimity 'tp-ju&ge according to 
e<victencei.a.n.d not to befvvay-^ 
ed by popular notions and 
vulgar applauibi Who; will 
deny thefe data ? A rea'foner 
may fafely build on them. 

Ail our divines obferve, 
that there is a fingular pro- 
priety in the anfwers, which 
bur Lord gave the various 
fefts among the Jews, that 
came to him with their quef- 
tions, in this point of light. 
He fuppofed- certain data, 
which each party held, and 
replied accordingly. Moft 
divines allow only three prin- 
cipal feds among the Jews 
at CKritf s advent : but Tri- 
glandius, : profeffor of divi- 
nity, and of Jewifh antiqui- 
ties, has, I think, clearly 
proved the exiften.ce of a 



fourth, denominated Karaites, 
that is, Scriptures, - becaufe 
they rejefted traditions, and 
received the holy fcriptures, 
as confident proteftants do , 
now, as the fole and fujfirient 
rule of faith and practice. 
" Frequens et obvia in fcrip- 
tis eruditorum mentio eft 
feftse cujufdam vetuftioris 
inter Judseos, quae aliena 
prorfus ab humanis in reli- 
gione divina inftitutis, ini- 
mica Talmudi, atque tradi- 
tionibus magilrrorum, folius 
fcriptur<s opibus ac l"evela- 
tionecontenta,appellationeni 
hinc meruit KAR^ORUM. 
Epitheton .nD^N'nD inapofi- 
tum initio fuifTe au contem- 
tum, quomodo fub repur- 
gatae reltgionis tempus nof- 
tros Bibliftas, E t vangelicos t 
fimili titulo falutabant, 



Our profe/Tor thinks, thefe 
werethepeoplecalledScR IBES 
- T-LAWYERS, in the New 
Teftament, that is to fayj 
people, who made faentiritten 
fcriptures their rule, in dif- 
tinftion' from the Pharifees,, 
who held traditions as of 
equal authority with the fa- 
cred writings. By embracing 
all the Old Teftament they 
were diftinguilhed from the 
Sadducees, who held only the 
books .of Mofes, as of divine 
authority. And they were 
diftinguiflied from the EJ/enes 

by 
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very properly obferve the truths, which arc fa 
plied, or fuppofed in the words. As ift, The 

diforder 

by inhabiting fawns and '- cioafnefs to fet out with a 
ties, and by holding prefer- fuppofition not allowed. For 
jnents, in common with the example. A pious writer 
reft of their countrymen, publiihed a piece 1691, en- 
while the Eflenes, it is well titled * The truth, which 
known dwelt in tents remote God hath Jbeivn unto his/err 
from publick places. Thefe want Ric&ard Stafford." Here, 
fcripturifts are difUnguifhed it fhould feem, the reader is 
from the Pharifees, Info fay- to fuppofe that holy fcrip. 

jng thou reproacheft us alfo. ture is imperfefi and that 

Luke xi. 45. Acts xxiii. 9. chrillians need new revelati- 
^Toe ferities that were of the ons, and have them ~ but 
'fharij'ees part, arofe, &c, thefe are not to be fuppofed, 
that is, the Scripturiits took and confequently Richard, 
fhat fide, which the Phari- Stafford's difcoveries, are for 
fees took in St. Paul's con- his own amufement, 
poverty. Our Lord is fup- Thus another entitles kis 
pofed to praife feme of thefe book" An Eflay againft Ari- 
men, who pradifed what they anifm and fame other HERE- 
taught, Matt. xxiii, 34. xiii, SIES." Here that \sfuppafed y 
52. And to reprove others, which is actually to be 
\yho facrificed the profeflion proved, that Arianifm is a 
of their own principles to herefy. If there be jfuch a 
their finful fecular love of thing as moral herefy, the 
thofe riches, titles, and hor railer'n theheretick. Mail- 
jiours, which the court-party, taire againft Whijion, 1711. 
the Pharifees had to beftow, That inimitable chriftian, 
Wat. xxiii. 2. Luke xi. 45, Dr. Gauden, whofe " foul 
&c. was perfectly poiTeifed with 

This excellent piece of fa- horror at the death of king 
cred criticifm elucidates ma- Charles I. wrote a Steliteu- 
ny paffages of fcripture, and tick, Feb. 10, 1648, in an 
places the propriety of many extacy of fighs, tears, and 
expreffions of our Lord in a indignation, fignally marked 
beautiful point of light, all with fad drops of his paf- 
on the principle, with which fionate heart, on an occafiort 
we began this note, fuppofmg in which no ink could he 
proportions, and taking them black enough, or have too 
up as data. Jacob, friglandii much fait, vinegar, gall or 
Diatribe de Sefta Kar<eorum. aqua-fortis in it; and.thir- 
\t is t^f height of injudi- teen years after, even m 
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tiforder into which fin has thrown mankind, fa 
that men are expofed to -receive injuries and infults 
from each other, A fociety of fmners is only a 
{hadow of fociety, they are actually at war with 
each other, and, like the Midianitilh army, turn- 
ing every one his fword againft his companion. The 
fpirit of the world is a fpirit of difpcrfion rather 
than of afibciation. Different interefts, diverfities of 
fentiments, varieties of opinions, contrarieties of 
paflions make a perpetual divifion, and the fruits 
of this divifion are infults and injuries. It may 
be faid of each in fuch focieties, as of Khmael in 
the prophecy, his hand is againft every man 9 and 
(very man's hand againft him. 

2. We muft not imagine that faith, and the 
dignity of a chriftian calling raife the difcipk of 
Chrift above injuries : on the contrary, they ex- 
pofe him oftener to evils than others ; as well be- 
caufe God himfelf will have our faith tried, that 
we may arrive (as the fcripture fpeaks.) at heaven 
through many tribulations ; as becaufe a chriftian 
profeffion necefTarily divides believers from in- 
fidels. 

The 

1 66 1, finding it to have which daily conquered all 

Something in it of a confufed eclipfings, that either his 

rapture, not mi/becoming fo own misfortunes, or their 

intenfive a grief, and fo pi- malice caft upon him and 

ous impatience, was per- farther, that the fin of be- 

fuaded by his printer to pub- heading king Charles quef- 

lifti it as his legitimate iffbe, tionlefs exceeded in many 

and was content that his refpecls that of Chrift's cru- 

name fhould be called upon cifiers." Now in all this, 

it, intending by it to prove, tyro, what \sfuppofed? what ? 

that the man, the chriftian, thou fimple;on ! why, that 

the king, the faint, the mar- eminence of learning* Jince- 

tyr, whom Judafles betrayed, rifj, and piety qualified the 

whom Jews deftroyed, whom dean of Bocking for the bi- 

cannibals devoured, hadbeams fhoprick of Exeter! Put/gf 

f divine majefty in him, hac opprt/bria did / 
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The world and fin form a kind of communion 
between the wicked and worldly, which produces 
a mutual forbearance and friendfhip ; but there is 
no communion between a believer and an unbe- 
liever any more than between light and darknefs, 
Chrift and Belial. Thence come all the periecu- 
tions of the church, and thence will good men 
continue to meet with oppofition from the wicked 
to the end of time. Jefus Chrift, when he fent 
his apoftles, did not fail to apprize them of this ; 
he faid, I fend you forth as Jhecp in the midft of 
wolves -, and again, If ye were of the world the 
world would love his own, but becaufe ye are not of 
the world) therefore the world hateth you. 

You may make an obfervation on euch of thefe 
fuppofed truths, and, having eftablimed the apoi- 
tle's precept by mewing that private revenge is 
contrary to the laws of chriftianity, and incompa- 
tible with true piety, you may obferve a third iup- 
poied truth. 

That the gofpel not only forbids refentment and 
revenge : it even commands us to pardon offences j 
and, farther, obligeth us \Q do good to our enemies, 
and to fray for our perfecuiors, according to the 
precept of Jefus Chrift, Love your enemies, blefs 
them that curfe you, and pray for them^ that defpite- 
fully ufe you : and, according to the doctrine of 
St. Paul in another place, If -thine enemy hunger 
feed him, if he thirfl give him drink, 

It remains that you take care in treating fup- 
pofed truths, i ft, not to fetch them too. far, and 
to bring them about by long circuits of reafon- 
ing. Avoid this for two reaions j ftrft, becaufe. 
you would render your difcourfe obfcure by it j for 
every body is not capable of feeing truths, which 
.are very diftant from the text : and, fecondly, be- 
caufe by this means you might bring in all the 

whole 
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whole body of divinity into your text, which at- 
tempt would be vicious, and contrary to the rules 
of good fenfe. (4) Of fuppofed truths, you muft 
choofe the moft natural^ and thofe, which lie neareft 
the text, (5) 

In 



(4) Far-fetched fuppofitiotts 
cbjcure a fubjett. Seepage 17, 
n, c. A foreign writer takes 
up this queftion, " Andam- 
nato forte et exuto principe, 
cujus hereditarium eft reg- 
num, primogenitus ab ade- 
undo principatu ullo jure 
poflit arceri ?" He affirms the 
negative, and fets about 

proving it by declaring 

that the fifth commandment 
faid, honour thy father, and 
that he had been taught from 
his infancy to confider/m/w 
as parents that Tacitus de- 
clared a republick was one 
body, and muft be governed 
by one foul that although 
princes fin, as Noah did, yet 
he would be bleffed, who, 
like Shem, covered his fa- 
ther's nakednefs that the 

author of Ecclefiafticus, and 
'$, Gregory the Great, had 
both given good counfel to 
fabjefts to continue to reve- 
rence vicious magiftrates 
and moreover, that many 
chriflian fathers and councils 
had delivered holy fentences 
and decrees on the unaliena- 
hle dignity of kings." Our 
logician introduced this 
with, " Itane, Regicida ? Ar- 
fige aures, Anonyme?" . . . 
4rri%e aures indeed ! Marc , 
VOL. II. 



Zuer.BoxhorniideMajeJiate, et 
Pr<erogati*va regum. 1649. 

This piece was written in 
favour of the cruel arbitrary 
houfe of Stuart, Our illuf- 
trious fenators at the Revolu- 
tion went a nearer way to 
work. They faid, Salus po- 
puli eft fuprema lex. Vox po- 
puli vox Dei. The . nine- 
teenth ofEzekiel was their 
text, and the aft of fettle- 
ment was their juft expo- 
fitionofit. The Stuarts, like 
lions, had- learned to catch 
prey, and to devour men : but 
the nation fpread their net 
over them, put them in ward, 
arid fent them to Babylon, 
that their voice' Jhould no 
more he heard upon the moun- 
tains of Ifrael, Thence all 
the happinefs, that this na- 
tion has fince enjoyed under 
the gentle government of 
princes, who deferve to be 
for ever revered as true pa- 
trep patrise, reigning not, in 
the fophifms of hirelings : 
but in the juft affections of 
their fubjecls. 

( j ) Choofe natural fuppofed 
truths. ThusbifhopFlechier, 
in a fermon concerning the 
rich man, who faid, / nail I 
pull doivn my barns, and build 
greater, and there will I he- 
N Jtow 
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In the fecond place, do not enlarge on im- 
plied 

flow all my goods ; and I will divided into two halves, up. 

fay to my foul, Soul, thou haft on which his lordihip was 

much goods laid up for many unluckily nicknamed, Bijbep 

years : take thing eafe, eat, Split-de<viL Biograph. Brit, 

drink, ar.d be merry Art* Woalfton. Rem, P. 

" The rich man does not Unnatural fuppojttions. Some 

propofe to employ his for- divines have dealt in thefe 

tunein_//j<5/. . . . He does things of dijhonefty in an 

not intend to increafe his open, barefaced way, others 

eftate by incroaching on his in a method clofe and co- 

neigbl>ours nor to get richer vert : but they only commend 

by extortion and ujury he themfel<ves to merfs confciences 

does not mean to trouble and in the fight of God, who, re- 

perfecule good people, who nouncing thefe inuendoes, not 

do not live as he doth nor walking in craftinefs, nor 

does he defign to give him- handling the word of God de- 

ielf up to a fordid avarice celtfully, make the TRVTHma- 

or to oltentation and pomp nifeft. 2 Cor. iv. 2. Dr. 

only foul take thins eafe." Daniel Featly publilhed a 

The Lord feems to defcribe violent, falfe, abufive piece 

an Epicurean in the text, and, againft i^ie Baptifts, whom 

though he does not exprefs he mortally hated, and at l 

all, that the preacher ob- the beginning of the book a 

ferves, yet nobody, the leaft plate reprefentative of the 

attentive, can doubt the im- people, againft whom he 

plication cf it. Flech, fir. wrote, performing the ordi- 

JurPOblig dePAttmone,tomAi. nance of baptifm. Minif- 

If the following tale be ters the adminiftrators, and 

true, a moil unnatural fup- both men and women the 

pofuion. is contained in it. receivers of baptifm, are' re- 

" Bifhop Sraallbroke was prefented as ftark naked in 

faid by Woolfton to have a river, and the minifters are 

taken occafion, in explain- thrufting the people's heads 

ing the miracle of the devils down forward into the wa- 

, feht by Chriit into ths herd ter. Such a fight had never 

of fwine, to mention the been feen fince the world 

numbers of each, wherein the began, and if Dr. Featly 

number of fwine being found fuppofed, ' the baptifts adnu- 

to be one more than that of niltered the ordinance fo, we 

the devils, it was obferved are obliged to fuppofe, h e 

that fome two of the fwine knew nothing about the 

could have but one devil, matter, 

which confequentiy mud be Another of thefe trickfters 

wrote 
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plied truths- it is proper, indeed, that hearers 

fhould 

wrote in 1647, and publifhed A German phyfician of 
in 1681 (another prudent Dr. thelaft century endeavoured, 
Gaudea) a piece of fixteen in two large folios, to expofe 
quarto pages, entitled The unnatural fuppofitions byjo- 
Jlffembly Man, with defign to cular contraft, and to de- 
vilify the aflembly of divines, ftroy vice by affe&ing to che- 
who were moft of them pall rifli it. He makes a Chrif- 
anfwering before the book topher Hegendorph fpeak an 
was publimed. Here is a oration to the univerfity of 
plate of an AJJembly Man. Leipfickinpraifeofdrunken- 
Under his feet lie four vo- nefs " Doubtlefs, illuftri- 
lumes, called Common Prayer, ous auditors ! as I am a 
Cafuifts, Councils, Fathers young man, and about to 
In his hand are the two ends recommend drunkennefs to 
of a rope, called jure divino, grave fober men,Ifhall feeru 
which runs through the loops to be double drunk but par- 
of five large bags, in the firft don me if I affirm, I am not 
of which is 45, per diem in the firft patron of drunken- 
thefecond/ftf?ar?- in the third nefs Intoxication is an an- 

fequeftered benefices in the cient univerfal practice, Jews, 

fourth citizens good wives Trojans, and Greeks got 
in the fifth inter eft money. On drunk. Noah and Lot got 
the table lies a bundle, called drunk The Greeks publim- 
articles agairifl delinquents ed encomiums on intoxica- 
and over his head on a ihelf tion The Romans loved 
lie four volumes, entitled tipling. Tiberius and Lu- 
Direffojy Concordance Ge- cius Pifo ufe'd to fit at their 
ncvanotes Ordinances, voies, cops three days and nights 
diurnals. A great many un- together Egyptians, Sax- 
natural fuppofitions are here ons, and almoit all people 

made; we do not wonder at got drunk As for the 

a buffoon for making them : Monks, they could not pof- 

hut we are furprized to fee iibly go through the hard, 

grave hiftorians and divines fervices of their feveral or- 

pretending to derive true in- ders without plenty of liquor 

telligence from them. They Befide, liquor makes 

ought to know the merits of mirth, and mirth is life 

acaufe, and (to ufe the Ian- Drinking alfo fets men a 

guage of one of that age.) talking about religion, and 

to " execrate the book for our farmers never difpute fo 

the fake of the rafcal in the clearly for Luther againft 

title-page." Sir John Ber- Eccius as when they are ani- 

J/emfyMan, mated with itrong liquor 

N 2 Poets 



fhouJd know them: but they are 'not principal 
articles. (6) 

Poets and preachers can do plication into clear demon, 

nothing without plenty of ftration. " Epithets, fays 

drink, and with it what can one, muft be varied accord- 

they not do IDot, you will ing to a fubjedl. In follicit- 

cbjecl:, Chrift fays, Be not ing a king for .an office, , or 

overcharged with drunkennefs. in thanking him for a norni- 

Luke xxi. 34. Gbferve, he nation, it would be abfurd 

does not fay, Be not drunk, to begin an addrefs to him 

cut Be not overcharged with with, moft powerful and /. 

drunkennefs. Can't you get vincible prince ; it ftiould run 

drunk without getting dead moft bountiful and munificent. 

drunk! But St. Paul fays, Ignofces primo errori dux 

Be 1101 drunk with wine where* miiijjime Patere te exorari 
in is excefs ! Eph. v. 18. clementijjime Caefar T urea- 
True. Butobferve, St. Paul rum vim a chriilianorum hu- 
does not fay, Do-' not get njeris depelle Rex invite, 
drunk, he only fays, Don't get Reftitue per calumniam op- 
excej/t-ve/j drunk ! "&C. Itruft preffum eequijjime Judex In 
I {hall be forgiven for this bonam partem. accipias vir 
tranfcript, when itisremem- humanijjlme Non meum eft 
bered, that I iafert this in- tibi confilium impertiri vir 
ftead of the grave reveries of prudeniiffime. In hujufmodt 
forae modern divines, whofe orationis genere non funt fpe- 
Jennons and fyftems aftually ciofa epitheta : fed argument! 
iuppofe articles as illogical, pondus obtinent, Jokan, 
unfcriptural, and unnatural fyefpauterii Com. Gram. De 
as thefe. Amphitbeat. Sapient. Epithet. IS37 
Socratias Joco-feriee. Cafp. The transforming of Epi- 
Dornavii. torn. ii. Hegendor- thets into fubftantives, which 
fhini Declam. the laft-quoted writer recom- 
(6) Do not enlargt on im- mends, was very faihionable, 
plied truths. That is to fay, when he wrote : but, except 
whether you fpeak briefly or in a very few inihnces, it is 
diffufively on implied arti- out of vogue vowMojl 
cles, do not lay any great dread, that is dreadful fow~ 
Itrefs on them, they' fhould reign an addrefs fit for Pluto, 
rather adorn than fupport and an affront to a Eritilh 
your reafoning. ' A fingle prince. I commit myfelf to 
epithet properly placed may your fatherhood I congratu- 
contain weighty argument ; late your fortitude I befeech 
and, on the contrary, no your reverence My folly 
wordy coverings of a fuppo- fubmits to the wifdom of 
tion cap turn probable im- your',r<w,. Tfeefe are nei- 
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And thirdly, take care alfo that thefe fuppofed 
things be important, either for inftruftion . in ge- 
neral, or for cafting light particularly on the text, 
or for confolation, or for the correction of vice, or 
practice of piety, or fome ufeful purpofe, other- 
wife 



ther rhyme nor reafon now. the oracles of God were given 
If no great ftrefs fhould be to ferve the views of a party, 
laid on probable fuppofitions, Regal influence is too plain 
what fenfible man would lay to be denied. Were it poffi- 
any ftrefs oix. improbable ble to fuppofe that the de- 
ones? It is curious to trace dication or' this tranflation 
the doftrine of improbability, to his majefty was written 
and to obferve, all fand as it by the translators, we mould, 
is, what ponderous edifices foon find out how they un- 
have been eredled on it. The derftood the rule ; for the 
papal infallibility the doc- fpirit of the dedication was 
trine of tranfubftantiation imbibed far from feats of 
the divine right of angiican learning, and Somewhere 
epifcopacy and the divine near the throne ! 
right of kings over the reji- In 1^38, Henry VIII. wrote 
gion of their fubjefts were a letter to his biihops direct- 
never proved, nor ever can ing them how to inftruft the 
be made to appear again even people. " Firft, we ftriftly 
probable : but what won- charge and command you, 
drous things have been faid, that plainly and diltinclly, 
and what wondrous actions without any additionsj ye 
have been done on fuppofi- ftiall every holyday, wherefo- 
tion that they were true? The ever ye lhall be within your 
two following anecdotes will diocefe, when ye may fo do 
exemplify this article. with your health and conve- 
When the bible was laft nient commodity, openly in 
tranflated into Englifti, your cathedral church, or the 
James I. as head of the parifli church of the place 
church, appointed tranflators, where ye mall for time be, 
and gave them certain rules read and declare OUR AR- 
of tranflation. One of thefe TICLES j and in no wife, in 
was, "you fhall retain the the reft of your words which 
old ECCLESIASTICAL words, ye fliall then fpeak of your- 
r '0t changing the word church felf, if you fpeak any thing, 
for congregation," and fo utter any word that Shall 
n. Something is here fup- make the fame, or any word 
Pfed, either that an unbiaf- in the fame ^^{/vJ to thepeo- 
&d tranflation would endan- pie." Bj>. Burst's Eijl, Ref. 
^r the hierarchy, or that vol. \, Addenda, p. 361. 2 4 Ed. 
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wife you would deliver trifling impertinencies un- 
der the name of implied truths. (7) 

VI. 

REFLECT ON THE PERSON SPEAKING OR 
ACTING. (8) 

For an example, let us take the laft mentioned 
text of St. Paul, recompenfe to no man evil for evil 

Here 

(7) Impertlnencies fir Im- ad intelleflum hujus loci B. 
plications. Tertullian begins Optatus Afer. lib. 3. adv. 
his book on baptism thus. Pannenian (uti ctiam ante 
" Frelix facramentum aqua? me adnotarunt Latinius et 
- nollrai quia ablutis deli&is Francifcus Baldvinus) Hie 
" prilling ca,'citatis in vitam (de Chritlo loquens inquit) 
aeternam liberamur. Non eft pifcis, qui in baptifmate 
erit otiofum digeftum iftud, per invocationem fontalibus 
jnftruens tarn eos qui cum undis inferitur, ut qua; aqua 
maxime formantur, quam et fuerat, a pifce etiam pifcina- 
illos qui fimpliciter credi- vocitetur. Cujns pifds no- 
difle content!, non exploratis men fecundum appcllationem 
rationibus traditionum in- Graham, in uno nomine per 
tentatam _probabilem fidem fingulas literas turbam fanc- 
per imperitiam portant : at- torum nominum ccmtiwt, 
que adeo nuper converfata /%^y? enim (fie lego) Latine 
iftic qu?cdam de Caiana has- eft lefus, Chriftus, Dei filius, 
reii vipera venenatiifima doc- falvator. Quod ipfum repetit 
trina fua plerofque rapuit, I>, Auguft. 1. 18, de civit. 
imprimis baptifmum de- dei, cap. 23. voces autem 
fh'uens plane fecundum na- grxcx, quas fmgulis vocis 
turam: nam ferae viperae, et t'X^v: literis indicantur, hx 
afpides, ipfique reguli fer- funt, tmw /(.f' rof ^"' J w * 
pentis anda et inaquofa fee- <r<yTp." 
tantur. Seel nos pifciculi fe- Who would have thought 
cundum /y&yynoftrumlefum that baptizing them in the 
Chriftum in aqua nafcimur, name of the father, and of the 
nee aJiter quam in aqua per- fan, and of .the holy ghoft im- 
maaendo falvifurnus." Upon plied all this ? 'Tertull. tom.'in- 
this paiTage his learned editor de baptlfmo, cap. i. 
gives us this explanatory (8) Rrfle8 on the perfon fad- 
note, " Scd nos pifciculi fe- ing. Erafmus enlarges on this 
cundum iy%w xoftnm, facit article, which includes fa- 
mily 
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Here you may very pertinently remark, that this 
precept is more beautiful in the mputh of St. Paul^ 

than 

m jly country fex age inidft of a crocked and pervcrfe 

education body, as beauti- nation. 

ful or deformed, ftrong or SEX. Gal. iii. 27, 28. As 

.weak fortune condition many of you as have ban bap- 

mental abilities particular tized into Chrift, have put on 

ftudies connexions con- Chrift, there is neither male nor 

duel name &c. " Profue- female; for ye are all one in 

rit igitur quid cuique perfonas Cbrift Jefus, 

propriuni fit, et quid qujequse AGE. Titus ii. 2, Aged 

jes efficiat in primis habere men mujl befober, grave, tem- 

cognitum. ad utrumque con- perate, found in faith, in cha- 

ducet comicorum et hiftori- rity, in patience. 3. Aged 

corum lectio, philofophice women mujt be teachers of good 

cognitiOj et rerum plurima- things 5. Young 'women mujl 

rum experientia.. Et hi loci be difcreet, chajh, keepers at 

vocantur rhetoribus, Sec." home 6. Young men muft be 

De rations concionandi, lib, II. fober-minded I Pet. v. 5. Ye 

FAMILY. John viii. 37. younger, fulmit yourfehes unts 

I know that ye, are Abraham s the eldtr i Tim. iv. 12. Let 

feed: but je feek to kill me- no man defpife thy youth, 

39- tfy e ' were Abrahams chil- , It would be eafy to enlarge 

dren, ye would do the works of this lift by afford ng texts 

Abraham 40. Ye feek to kill with topicks : but it may be 

a man, that hath told you the more ufeful to obferve that 

truth, this did not Abraham each article is fubjecl to USE 

42. If God were your father, and ABUSE, that is to fay, 

ye would love me 4.4. Ye are arguments drawn from perfon 

of your father the devil. are fometimes proper, and in 

COUNTRY. Deut. iv. 7. fome cafes abfurd. 

What nation is there fo great, For example of ufe. 

who hath God fo nigh unto Moniieur Saurin takes this 

them ? $. What nation is topick in a Sermon on oar 

there fo great, that hath Jla- Lord's prayer on the crofs 

tutes and judgments fo rightc- for his executioners. Luke 

oits ? Col . iii . 1 1 . In the new xxiii. 3 4. Father for giw th;m ; 

wan, there is neither Greek nor for they bmv not what they do, 

Jew, barbarian, Scythian, " The firit pretext, witli 

bond nor free : Init Chriji is all which you colour your hatred 

and in //~Plul. ii. 15. "Be and vengeance, is the Dignity 

blamelfs and harmlefs, the Sons of the of ended, and the little- 

f God, without rel/tike, in the nefs of the ofsndtr. I am 

the 



(. 104 ) 

than it could have been in that of any other man 
The reafon is this, he of all the men in the world 

had. 

the offended perfon ! I who only be propofed before this 
am a perfon of diftinftion ! pulpit, it muft be' ftated on 
I who have fuch an equipage! Calvary, in the prefence of 
I who poffefs a very large that Jefus, whom we juft now 
eftate ! I who have fuch an heard faying, Father forgiw 
extenfive influence ! I who them, they know not what they 
have fo many pompous titles ! do. Who is this pardoning 
I am the offended perfon ! Jefus ? who are the mttt 
but, when we come to exa- whom he pardons, and whom 
mine this s u p E R B I, we fre- he prays his father to pardon ? 
quently find, it is nothing at This Jefus is the frft-born of 
all; it is a man, who is only every creature, it is he, whom 
duft and aflies hoifting his God hath made both Lord 
haughty ' head in the world and Chrifl, it is he, in whofe 
on account of the good for- prefence every knee muft tow. 
tune of a few days, and who And who are thefe whom he 
by a lucky chance (or rather pardons, and for whom he 
"by an adorable providence, prays? they are men, it is 
which often puts even fcep- needlefs to employ any other 
ters into hands the moft un- words or images to exprefs 
worthy to hold them, to mew all that is little and mean ; 
us how little we ought to ac- yet all this real dignity on 
count of "all the earth calls one part, and all imaginable 
glorious.) this creature by ca- meannefs on the other did not 
price lives in a great houfe, appear to Jefus Chrift fuffici- 
though a few years ago his ent reafons for with-holding 
anceltors begged their bread, his love, his ideas of mag- 
Well! You are offended! nanimity were altogether dif- 
You GRAND! You SUPERB! ferent from yours." &c. Ser- 
You ILLUSTRIOUS! You mon torn. i. fur la prim de 
are offended ! One of thefe Jefus Chrifl pourfes bourreaux, 
Inferior men, or rather in your Example of abufe. 

account one of thefe contemp- There was a book publiflied 
iibleinfefts, on which you have in the reign of Charles II. by 
the condeicenfion to tread, a Mr. Fowler, entitled The 
has ramly prefumed to look Defign of Chriftianity. This 
in your face, yea even to book was thought by many 
oppofe an infolent obftacle divines to confound the doc- 
againft your fupreme will! trine of j unification with that 
this is the firft pretext of in- of fanftification, and fo to 
fenfible pride big with re- render the attonement of 
venge. But this muft not Chrilt ufelefs. JohnBunyan 

wrote 



had the greateft reafon for refentment upon worldly 
principles ; for never was there a man more per- 
fecutedj never a man more unjxiftly perfecuted 

than 



wote againft the book, and, 
among other things, faid," the 
minifters of the church of 
England are a gang of rab- 
ling counterfeit clergy, who 
like apes blow up the glory 
of trumpery, and cover the 
filthy parts with their tails." 
This was committing. THE 
UNPARDONABLE SIN, and 
a namelefs prieft, not confi- 
dering how twelve years and 
fix months imprifonment, 
with various other cruel per- 
fecutions had chagrined and 
foured the good man, pub- 
lilhed by way of anfvver, a 
quarto of 78 pages, entitled 
" Dirt wip't off or, A 
manifeft difcovery of the 
grofs ignorance, erroneouf- 
nefs, and moft unchriftian 
and wicked fpirit of one 
John Bunyan, Lay-preacher, 
in Bedford, which he hath 
ihewed in a vile pamphlet 
publiih't by him againft the 
defign of Chriftianity. - - - 
zPet.ii. 12. The/e as natural 
brute beaftst made to be taken 
and deftroyed .(or to catch and 
corrupt) fpeak evil of the 
things that they underftand 
not -" 

The prieft apologizes in 
the preface for " his conde- 
tending to defile bis fingers 
With^fo very dirty a creature 
as this John Bunyan." How- 
fi ver as he had been near 20 



years or longer, moft infa- 
mous in the town and coun- 
ty of Bedford, for a very pef- 
tilent fchifmatick, he ap- 
pealed to authority whether 
this brutifh, black-mouthed 
Rabfhakeh ought to enjoy any 
intereft in his majefty's tole- 
ration, and whether the let- 
ting fuch firebands as fall 
upon the mini/ten, the difci- 
pline, and rites eftablifti't, 
fuch moft impudent malici- 
ous fchifmaticks go unpu- 
nifh't^ doth not tend to the 
fubverfion of all govern- 
ment." The modeft prieft, 
having transferred work too 
dirty for himfelf lo his moft 
facred majefty, his dread fo- 
vereign Lord king Charles ; 
and having got behind the 
throne, claps his hands and 
defies, John " Do thy worft, 
thou fierce and fiery Bedlam. 
Perfift in treafuring up to 
thyfelf wrath againft the day 
of wrath, and revelation of 
the righteous judgment of 
God." 

All through the book, De- 
vil and Damnation, two 
bound-bailiffs retained to 
ferve the church, are out 
after one John Bunyan. At 
length they feize him, and 
bring him before his ibve- 
reign lord the prieft, who 
thus condefcends to fay to him. 
" Mr. Fowler fays, that Cal- 
O v 



than he ; he was perfecuted by his own countrymen 
the Jews, perfecuted by the gentiles, perfecuted by 
falfe brethren, perfecuted by falfe apoftles, perfe- 
cuted when he preached the gofpel, perfecuted 
even by thofe, for whofe falvation he was labour- 
ing, perfecuted to prifon, to banifhment, to bonds,, 
to blood-, how amiable then is fuch a precept in 
the mouth of fuch a man ! (9) 

How 

vln, Peter Martyr,' Mufcu- Very well. What then? 
lus, Zanchy, and others did Why then I, the parifh prieft^ 
not queftion, but that God I ape thefe great men, and 
could have pardoned fin, chatter after them 1 ! Very 
without any other fatisfac- well. What then? Why 
tion than the repentance of then you, John Bunyan, you 
the finrier. " It matters not," very dirty creature, you 
replies John, " I have nei- fierce and fiery bedlam, you 
ther made my creed out of peftilent infamous fchifma- 
them, nor any other than the tical layman, you muft fay 1 
holy fcriptures." What John!'' after me, as I do after others ! 
rejoined the prieft, " becaufe No, fays John, this would 
you have not made your creed buckle a tail of conference 
out of them, do the judg- on thepofteriorsof an ape! 
irient of fo many men famous (9) How amiable afe eX- 
for learning and godJinefs donations to patience in th( 
iignifie nothing with you! mouth of a perfecuted man! 
This is like a faying of your The beauty of a great nuni- 
otva, that is, of one com- ber of paffages of fcripture 
pofed of pride and igno- is highly fet off by reflecting 
ranee ! how came fuch a piece on the perfons, whofe words 
of nothing as thou art to be they are. Thus, y#/ is <va* 
fo highly .conceited of thine nity, and vexation of fpirit, 
own judgment! out of the Eccl. ii. n. Who fays fo, 
fcriptures ! who are beft ac- a monk ? No, I; the wifeft* 
complifh't for the under- the richeft, and the moft in- 
{landing of them ? the learn- duftrious prince in the world, 
ed or ideots !" I, who had genius to invent, 
I was going a while ago fortune to purchafe; and in- 
to apologize for the tails of duftry to execute, I, who 
John's apes : but it is need- built boufes, planted vineyard*) 
le-fs, for fome apes have long and fo on, I declare all the 
tails, I fee. Calvin, Zanchy, world is vanity in itfelf> an " 
and OTHERS faid fo and fo, : <asft '" 



Ho,w forcible is fuch a precept fupported by 
one of the greateft examples we can conceive ! by 
the example of a man whofe intereft feems to dic- 
tate a quite contrary practice ! When we give 
fuch precepts to the worldly, they never fail to fay 
to us, Yes, yes! you talk finely! you have never 
been infulted as we have! had you met with what 
we have you would talk otherwife ! But there is 
no reafon to fay fo to St. Paul, any more than to 
Jefus Chrift, his matter, the author of this divine 
morality ; for who was ever fo perfecuted as Jefus 
' " Chrift? 

vexation to him, who places fun in perfections. Who are 
his felicity in it. you, a rich, reputable, be- 

Prov. xxi. It is belter to neficed gentleman ? No, I, 
tiwell in a corner of the houfe- who have beeri beaten with 
top than with a brawling wo- rods I, who have five times 
man in a wide houfe. Who received forty ftripes, /a<ve one, 
fays fo, a fellow; of a college ? I glory in being perfecuted. 
No, a prince, whofe feraglio 2 Cor. xi. 24,25. 
contained a thoufand women. ^ Cor. xii. 1 1 . I ought to 
I Kings xi. 3. be commended of you I who 

Exod. v. Mofes told Pha~ gladly fpend, and am fpent for 
taoh, 'thus faith the Lord, you, ver. 15. 
Who prefumes to give Ian- Solomon refers to this to- 
guage to God? A man to pick, when , he fays, Excellent 
,}vhom the Lord had fpoken, fpeecb becometh not a fool, much 
iv. i. &c. and a man em- hfs do lying lips a prince. 
powered to prove his miffion Prov. xvii. 7. And Nehe- 
by miracles, iv. 30. He ga- miah afted on it, when he 
i hired the elders~fpoke the faid, Should fuch a man as 
"wards and did the figns'. 1 flee? Who is then that, be- 

Job xxxvii. 23. We can- ing as 1 am, would go into the 
wtfad the Almighty out. The temple to fave his life ? Neh. 
littering of this expreffioh vi. 1 1. So Chrift fpoke to 
Would be a difgrace to thbfe, Saul, Aftsjix. 4. Saul! Saul! 
who never iludy: but how why perfecuteft thou me?* 
beautiful in the mouth of a So the patriarch to his bre- 
wan of foul, and of foul in- thren. Gen. xlv. 3. / am, 
^wrftool See Job xxxii. 8. Jofybi 
* 2 Cor, xii. 10. . 
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Chrift? and after him who fuffered more than 
his fervant St. Paul ?'(i) 

2. You may alfo very properly remark, that to 
take a. different view of the apoftle Paul, no man 
was more obliged to teach and love fuch a mora- 
lity than bimfelf. Why? Becaufe of all thofe, 
whom God in his ineffable mercy had called to 

the 

(i) Who fuffend more than Religion is a work of choice, 
St. Paul? Perfecution .has it cannot be forced, nothing 
generally been on the pro- is more oppofite to it than 
fane fide, and piety on that force. (Sponte fufcipi debeat, 
of fufferers. An excellent non w, &c. ad Scap. cap, z,j 
foreign divine takes occasion Laclantius, and Auguftinein 
.from St. Paul's inflicting his wifeft days, fpoke the 
blindnefs on Elymas, Ads fame language But why 
xiii. to enquire whether per- quote the fathers ? A greater 
fons called hereticks ought matter, Jefus Chrift decides 
to be puniftied by minifters the controverfy. He even 
of the gnfpel, and civil ma- left his own apoftles at li- 
giftrates. " No, fays he, berty, Will ye. alfo go awicy? 
tkey may not for their er- John vi. 67,-^-He did more, 
rors may be involuntary he laid before them the fuf- 
. erroneous opinions may be ferings, that they muft en- 
]ield by men of upright lives dure if they efpoufed his 
If they cannot believe caufe, If any man will come 
fome dodtrines, it is becaufe after me, he muft take up his 
they cannot harmonize them crofs. Mat. xvi. 24. Confi- 
with their own ideas, and if der each of you, if you will 
they cannot be perfuaded to go back, you may-^If you 
profefs they do believe them, follow me, it muft be by 
while they do not believe choice It would degrade 
them, it is becaufe they can- the gofpel to ufe force to 
not perfuade themfelves to fupport it, by- fuch a con- 
tell a lie Men, who dare duel religion would feem to 
not difguife their fentiments, be deftitute of fufficient rea- 
deferve praife for their fin- fon and argument, and this 
cerity rather than blame for would put it on a level with 
their zeal The firft defenders error and vice." Difcow-dt 
of chriftianity forbore to per- Monfaur du Beaufobre. Prf- 
fecute, pleaded for liberty, ae I'Eglife, Franc, de Berlin. 
and promoted religion by Difc. xxxii. Elymas. 
perfuafiori Tertullian lays, 

(2) Saul! 



the ^nowledge of the truth, he had been the 
moft concerned in cruel efforts of rage againft God 
and his church ; all inflamed with fury he went 
from Jerufaletn to Damafcus to ravage the flock 
of Jefus Chrift. In this raging violence of his 
hatred, God made him feel his love, pardoned his 
fins, foftened his heart, and ftom heaven cried to 
him Saul, Sauj, wty. perfant.eft thou me ? (2) Who 

then 

(2), Saul! Saul!, wfy per-, his city Thither, properly 
fecuteft, tbou me? This is, authorized, Saul was going 
afluredly, one of the fineft on the priefts perfecuting 
expreffibris, that ever fell bufinefs near the city he 
from the mouth of man. .and all his company heard 
There is a fimilar paffage in feveral thunder-claps, at- 
Micah vi. 3. my people! tended with feveral flaflies 
What ba<ve I done unto tbee ? of lightning one of thefe 
Wbe rein have I wearied thee ? ftruclc Saul blind, and he 
tfeftify againft me What have fell flat on the ground, his 
1 'not done for thee ? I brought face being toward the earth 
tbee out of the land of Egypt In this ftate he lay, and 
I feat before thee Mo/es and had a "heavenly VISION, Afts 
Aaron Remember now <wbat xxvi. ip. He was in an 
Balak ajked and 'what Ba- ecftacy, and forgetting for a 
laam anfwe red, ver. 4, 5. Our while his body and fenfible 
divines are greatly divided objefts held a converfe with 
concerning the circumftances Jefus Chrift none of his 
attending St. Paul's conver- companions heard any other 
fion. The moft probable ac- founds than thofe of thunder, 
count is thus ftated by the A&sxxii. 9. This idea do'es 
judicious writer laft Quoted, not diminifh the evidence of 
The' converted Jews, be- the miracle for Jefus difl 
ing perfecuted at Jerufalem, covered .his knowledge of 
fome of them fled to Damaf- Saul's heart Ananias had a 
cus, the capital of Syria, fimilar vifion Saul had full 
about ten or twelve miles inftruclions given him mi- 
from Jerufalem (fome fay . raculous powers were im- 
feventy.) Aretas reigned in parted to him The apoftle's 
Damafcus, and allowed the own full conviftion, con- 
Jewifh high-prieft at Jeru- firmed by all his fubfequent 
falem to exercife his jurifr conduft all thefe prove the 
diftion in religious matters reality of his miraculous con- 
over the Jews who d\yelt in verfion, God gave the law/ 
' ' '" '' ; ' '' Us 



then could be mor^ obliged to preach- mercy than 
this man, to whom God had ihewed fo much 
mercy? Might he not fay, when he gave thefe 
rules of morality, what he laid on another fubjec"^ 
I'have received* of the Lord that which I deliver unto 
y<?#, I have received the fame mercy, which I teach 
you, Add to this, the apoftle had -not only met 
with pardoning love to an enemy on God's part, 
But he had alfo experienced it from the church. 
Far from rendering him evil for evil, far from 
avenging his "perfections, the difciples of Chrift 
reached out the arms of their love to him, re- 
ceived him into their communion, and numbered 

. . . - j t , 

him with the appftles of Jefus Ghrift, 



VII, 

REFLECT ON .THE STATE OF THE PERSON 
SPEAKING OR ACTING, 

Thus in explaining i Theft*, v. 16. Rejoice ever- 
more., you miift not fail to corifider the ftate of St. 
Paul, when he wrote that epiftle j for he was at 
Athens, (3) engaged in that fuperftitious city, 
where, as it is faid in the xvii. of Afts, hi's:fpirit: 
vfasftirred in him, obferving the city wholly given to 
idolatry; where he was treated as a babkr, a fetter. 
forth offtrange Gods, and where, in fhort, he was the 



to the Jews by Mofes in Moft learned men think, this 

tihurider .'arid lightning, a epiflle was written 'at Co 

^oice of words, , and enfigns rinth, whither the apoftle 

rif glpry, 'arid'fo he gave the went when he '.left' Athens j 

f'ofpel -to the Gentiles by this, fay they, was in the 1 

aul." -Beaufobre Difc; xxx. twelfth year of Claudius, and. 

Conv. de S. Paul the fifty-feCond of the Chrif- 

(3) St. Paul ^wrote to the "tian jera; this was the firft- 

$hejjaknians from Athens* written of all his epiltles. 

'' .. ..... .. "' '. (4) Jbktnt. 



iti 

obje6t of Athenian ridicule an^'aiil^ry. (4) Yet, 
amid fo many juft caufes of grfe he exhorts the 

Thef* 



(4) Athens exhibited many 
juft caufes of grief. What 
Jover of morality, what fer- 
vant of God, can help griev- 
jng at feeing the wretched 
ftate of this, the firft city in 
the heathen world? Bad as 
we are, we are not equal to 
it, The idolatry, and immo- 
rality of Athens have left an 
everlafting mark of imbecil- 
lity on mere natural religion, 
however Cultivated and im- 
proved it may be. Athens, 
the feat of all polite litera- 
turej Athens, the tutor of 
fo many famous hiftorians, 
philofophers, and poets; 
Athens, where one would 
have enquired as at the oracle 
of God; Athens, fays Pau- 
fanias, had more Gods, than 
all Greece befide ! Athens 
celebrated the feafts of Bac- 
chus, at which, fays Plato, 
I have feeh the whole city 
drunk ! At Athens, the mylte- 
ries of Eleufis were a part 
of religion ! " Quum Ceres 



tmovva, 
Ss 



in agum Atticac" Eleufr. 
rienr- venit, amiffam filiam 
mcerens, et fimul qujerens 
puerum lacchum feeum duce- 
bat. Eiderh triftitia, labore 
et fid' confeflas' Baubo anus 
Eleufinii pagi indigeiia, po- 
tionem obtulit, quam Gras'ci 
vocant cyceonein. Sed cum 
induci.non poffet ad biben- 
dum, Baubo res illi fu'as, qui- 
bus fseminse funt, fubduftis 
veftibus oftendere ccepit. Puer 
lacchus, qui cum matre Ce- 
rere ibidem erat, vifis pu. 
dendts Baubonis, marium ad- 
movit; et blande ea fuccu- 
tere, ac contrectare aufpica- 
tu$ eft. Qua; res Cererem ad 
rifum comp.ulit, ita ut cyce- 
onem mcerore paululum inde 
remiflb ebiberit. Hiceft fen- 
fus Graecorum Orphei ver- 
fuum, quos citat Clemens, 
[Cleat. Ahx. <vult in aJmori. ad 
genie*.] in quibus exponendis 
et corrigendis fruftra hafte- 
nus omnis doftorun\ natio fe 
torfit. 
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ii Plin. Exerc. in C. J. Solim Poljhijlor, fom. i. f. 750; 

5. Paul -was an objeSi of ^only on little minds incapa- 
raillery. Raillery is ble of much reafoning. Pe- 
a flight low kind of .fatire, dants, who affeft refinement 
in religion it operates of fentiment, .and libcvulity 

of 
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"ThefTalonians always to preferve their fpiritual joy j 
not that he meant to render them infenfible to the 
evils, which he fuffered, nor to the afflictions of 
the new-born church: but becaufe our fpiritual 
afflictions, I mean thofe, which we fuffer for the 
glory of God, and the good of his church, are not 
incompatible with peace and joy of confcience: 
on the contrary, it is particularly in thefe afflictions 
that God gives the moft lively joys, becaufe then 
he beftows on his children more abundant mea- 
fures of his grace, and more intimate communion 
with himfelf. Moreover, on thefe fad occafions 
we generally become better acquainted with the 

pro- 
of foul, and fo are above the tremble." Addifons Fm- 
dead-doing deeds of vulgar per- holder. 
fecution, and who at the The noble author of the 
fame time imagine them- charafterifticks had the cou- 
felvesthe eldeftfonsof mufes rage to attack chriftianity 
and graces, attaching I know with this theatrical weapon, 
not what ideas to habits, He pretended, ridicule was 
hard words, and empty titles, a teft of truth : but his lord- 
the appendages fometimes of fhip has been completely an- 
genius, and fometimes of in- fwered, and among his nu- 
lipidity and folly ; pedantick merous viftors, none more 
academicks I fay, are won- fully refuted the fophiftry of 
derfully adapted to raillery,' this pretence than Brown. If 
and too often religion is the truth can be difguifed it may 
fubjeft, being that with be laughed at, and here lies 
which they are leaft ac- alj the myltery. Socrates 
quainted. Low wit is al- was mifreprefented, and that 
ways contemptible : but it is buffoon, Ariftophanes, ral- 
fuperlatively fo, when it lied him out of his life. Jefus 
prefumes to buz about reli- Chrift himfelf was ridiculed 
gion. A great man fays, " a for pretending to roy al ty : but 
quotation out of Hurras what did the buffoons firft . ? 
makes fome men treat with They underftood the prin- 
levity an obligation wherein ciples of their art, and firfl 
their welfare is concerned as clothed him with a foldier's 
to this world and the next : coat, put a reed for a'fceptre 
raillery of this nature is into his hand, a crown of 
enough to make the hearer thorns on his head, and then 



providence of God, we feel an aflurance that no- 
thing 



the knee before him, if fairly examined, was no 
mocked, and f aid Hail king of more than this that ridicule 

may be made of excellent 
ufe, either againft ridicule 
itfelf, when falfe and mif- 



m- 



ibe Jew-' Mat. xxvn. 29. 
So Ahaziah, being hurt by a 
fall, and having fent mef- 

fengers to an idol's oracle; applied, or againft grave 

who returned fooner than he fpecious, and delufive im- 

expefted, fneeringly aflced, po/lure." Boyle. Shaft. Rem. H. 
Who fent you back ? What Let ridicule be called what 

manner of 'man was be ? They it will, it ufes reafon in a 

as contemptuoufly replied, very buffoonim manner, when 

A hairy man, <witb a girdle of it ufurps the throne of fober 

leather about his loyns a pre- argument. Has Voltaire 

tended man of God! What a proved any thing by his Op- 

pretence for fuch a fellow to timift ? or Swift by his fate 

make! See 2 Kings i. 7, 8, of a 'tub? or Butler by his 

9, 10. Man of God! the king Hudilras ? Where nothing is 

faith, Come down, If I be proved in religion nothing 



a man of God, let fire come 
down, 

Some fay, " Shaftefbury 
contended not for the droll, 
and the buffboniih ; but the 
humourous, the eafy, and the 
facetious that his opinion 



exifts, and where nothing 
exifts, ridicule hath nothing 
to ill u {Irate. On the con- 
trary, where a fact is fairly 
afcertained, ridicule may co- 
lour it, and illuftrate it, and 
then, 



Ridentem dicere VERUM 
Quid vetat? 

Rhetoricians make fix forts 
oflrony i . Sarcafm, a dog- I could exemplify all thefe 



Horaf. Sat. i. 24, 25. 
xxviii. 15. Micah iii. II. 



from the fermons of our di- 
fome proper, becaufe 



vnes, 



like infult. Nah.'iii. 14. 7, 
verois <virtutem illudefuperbis. 

Virg, jn. Q. 2.Diafyrmus, true, well-timed, and point- 

a reproach. Friend! wherefore ed and Others abfnrd for 

art thou come? Mat. xxvi. 50. being either groundlefs, ill- 

^'Charientifmus^fmoothing timed, or ill tempered. Wif- 

joke. Bonaverbaqua^fo. fer. dom mould be to wit what 

a polite banter, the .tutor is to his pupil. 
8> 



i Cor. viii. i. iv. , 10.- 
5- Mycteri/mus, a turning tip 
&\ nofe. Di Meliora! Luke 
Xvi. ^ i4._6. Mimeju, a mi- 
ntiding, i Cor. xv. 32. Ifai. 
VOL. II. 



Thus it is in Bradbury's fer- 
mons, and the direft con- 
trary in South's. See vol. i. 
p. 1 8. note 5, p, 14, n. 3. 
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thing happens without his order, and that* hap. 

pen 

.(^Rejle&onthejlateoftbe kind, and an attention to 
fpeaker, &c. Many diyines circumftances is the only 
confider the general ftate of way of folving the difficul- 
man, in a moral view, four- ties, that attend an expofition 
fold, as it is termed. The of them. Striftly fpeaking, 
firftis a.&&te of perfefl innocence all natural aftions, like all 
before the fall The fecond material beings, are necef- 
a ftate of total depravity un- fary, proper, ufeful, and lau- 
der the fall the third a ftate dable in certain pofitions. 
of begun recovery after rege- The wifd'om of man is to 
neration the fourth a ftate place and arrange them. 7<? 
of perfeff bolincfs in heaven, every thing there isajsafon, and 
Bo/ton's fourfold flats of man. a time to every purpofe under 
Mr. Claude's rule includes heaven, a time to weep, a tiitu 
more than the mural ftate, to laugh a time to mourn, a 
and comprehends every thing time to dance a time to ent- 
that goes to make up the brace, a time to refrain from 
condition, in which a per- embracinga time to love, a 
fon, who fpeaks or ats, may time to bate a time of war, a 
be. The propriety of every time of peace, &c. Eccl. iii, 
aftion "depends on its exacl: i to 8. 
fitnefs to all the circumftances S. Paul ufes this topicfc to 
of him, who performs it. elucidate that famous theolo- 
Abraham offered to facriiice gical enquiry concerning the 
his fon: but he was imm'edi- future ftate of retribution, as 
ately commanded of God. to it regards pagans Jews- 
do fo, Gen. xxii. i, 2-. his and Chriftians. When God 
conformity to this command Jhall judge the fecrets of mm 
was his virtue David flew by Jefus Cbrift, as manj, as 
the Amalekites, and left nei- have finned without lanu, Jhall 
ther man nor woman alive, alfo perijb without law, and 
I Satn. xxvii. 9. but he had as many, as have Jinned in the 
fufficient authority from the law, Jhall be judged by the law. 
arbiter of life and death to Tribulation and anguijh Jhall be 
do fo, Deut. vii. I, 2. See upon every foul of man that 
iii. 2, 3, 4. the Ifraelites /5w- doth evil, of the Jew firjl, 
rovjed jewels of Jilver and and alfo ofjbe Gentile. They 
jewels of gold of the, Egyp- mall be differently puniflied, 
dans, and never returned becaufe they finned under 
them, Exod. iii. 22. but they different circumftances. Rom. 
afted under the higheft au- ii. 16, 12, 9. If the de- 
thority, ver. 21. 'There are fpifers of Mofes's law died 
innumerable actions of this without mercy, of bow mutp 

forer 
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pen what will, all tUngs work together for good to 



forer punijbment flail defpifers 
of Chrift's gofpel be thought 
worthy? Heb. x, 28,29. 

Thus he illuftrates the cha- 
rity of the churches of Ma- 
cedonia they were liberal in 
a great trial of affliSion, and 
in deep poverty, z Cor. viii. 
i, 2, &c. Thus he enforces 
. his requeft to Philemon, 
tbou o ! wej} unto me thine own 
felf, 19. and recommends 
Onefimus to him, not now as 
a fervant only : but a brother 
lelaved, 16. And thus 8. 
Peter heightens his account 
of the impiety of falfe teach* 
ers, and the mifery of"back- 
fliders. 2 Pet. ii. 1 8, 19, 20, 

21,22. 

Here follows an exempli- 
fication of our author's rule. 
Aftsxxiv. 25. The preacher 
having obferved from Jofe- 
phus the characters of Felix 
and Drufilla, and having 
given a brief hiftory of his 
avarice, luxury, and oppref- 
fion, proceeds to admire the 
vvifdom and courage of S. 
Paul, his wifdom amid fuch 
a variety of fubjeds in choof- 
jng to fpeak of rightcoufnefi 
to a covetous man; temperance 
to a man devoted to luxury j 
and judgment to come to a man, 
whofe government had been 
ppreiiiye ; having remarked 
>the courage of the prifoner, 
he adds, My brethren, 
when men preach to eftablifli 
their reputation, when they 
fok their own glory inftead 
[ that "of Jefus Chrift, they 
fubjecls, in which 



them 

they can difplay their geniu 
and flatter their hearers. Do 
they preach before a profeffed 
infidel? they choofe to fpeak 
only of morality, and would 
blufh to mention the venera- 
ble words covenant, fatisfac- 
tion. Do they preach before ' 
giddy high-minded people, 
who would be offended, if 
the duties of religion were 
preffed home? The whole 
fermon fhall confift of elec- 
tion, reprobation, and irre- 
fiftible grace. Do they 
preach before a lafcivious 
court? the fubjeft mail be 
the liberty of the gofpel and 
the mercy of God, There 
is an art of allying (an art 
truly deteftable ; but an art 
too well known in all ages 
of the church) there is an art 
of allying our own interefts 
with thofe of our miniftry, 
and, without renouncing his 
character, a politick preacher 
will aim at harmonizing his 
preaching and his paffions. 
Servant of Jefus Chrift, and 
Have to his own intereil, he 
makes merchandize of God's 
word! Court-preachers! pub-; 
lie pefts! behold St. Paul and 
blufh at your bafenefs ! be? 
fore Felix, before Drufilla he 
cries, the unclean Jhall not in- 
herit the kingdom of God, la 
your pulpits he would have 
defcribed in lively colours 
innocence oppreffed, the faith 
of treaties expiring, the 
Rhine overflowing with 
blood, the Palatinate fmok- 
iug in its own allies ! - - - 
? bus 



\. 

them that love God. This gives ns true reft, a joy 
which nothing is capable of difturbing. (5) 

but let minifters fupport the ' this lower part of her orb 

dignity of their characier, are prick't out in the text, 

never had orators a finer op- i. A virgin fuppofeth a TOO , 

portunity of being heard man, a degree below man-, 

with attention ; never were 3. Avirght one degree below 

fubjefts more fufceptible of woman. - - - A" virgin is a 

a grave and fober eloquence cypher, God made it not 

than thofe of which they 3. Efpoufed, that's fome- 

treat. They have the molt what lower yet. It is God's 

powerful motive's to work and the king's highway from 

with, and the ftrongeft paf- maid to wife: but is neither, 

fions to work upon. They and therefore inferior to 

have an eternity of glory to bothrr/j- To Jofeph, this 

promife, and an eternity of brings her lower ftill 5. 

mifery to denounce. They Of the houfe of D.a<vid, lower 

are fent by a mafter, in whofe ftill 6. Her name Mary, 

prefence all the kings of the yet lower. Her hufband 

viniverfe are but as the fmall could not call, Mary! but 

dufl of- the balance. Behold it reminded her of her po- 

S, Paul all penetrated with verty 7. Of Nazareth, \ve 

the dignity of his office! he are now at the ground, nay 

forgets, the grandeur of Fe- the grave, for Galilee was 

lix ! he does more, he makes in the region of the ihadow 

him forget' himfelf! he makes of death. Frqm .this lowly 

him receive even cenfures ftate.of Mary we gather com- 

with refpeft ! he preaches of fort for ourfelves, for i. Our 

right eonfnefs, temperance, and foul is a v.'pman 2. She is a 

judgment to come!''' Saurin. virgin 3. She is e/poufedto 

Ser. -torn. x. fir.fixieme. fome favourite ftudy 4. To 

One of the mod ridiculous the body, that is to the flefh, 

fcrmons that I have met with which is the carpenter's Ihop, 

is abunve of this common and the fpirit, which is the 

place. In general the to- carpenter 5 . This carpenter 

pick is p-.rfon~-r-\r\ particular is nobly defcended 6. Mary 

condition" -and in a more ef- is Lady, and that's the foul's 

pedal manner y^b 1 . " Luke i, name 1007. She dwells here 

36. The angel Gabriel was at Nazareth, &Q. &c." This 

fcnt to a virgin effoufed to a Sermon is entitled " The 

man <wkofe name 'was Jofeph, Virgin Mary, preached M 

of the houfe of David, and ths S. Tory's College (New Col-, 

virgin's name- was Mary. - We lege) Oxford, o 

fee the virgin in her ]:eri- 1641. Bythe LEA 

ga:um, and her degrees in inas Mafter, B. D." 

'' ' .....:.,.. - 



VIII. 

REMARK THE TIME OF A WORD OR 
ACTION. (6) 

For example, St. Paul in his firft epiftle to 
Timothy requires, that in the publick fervices of 

the 

(6) Remark the time of an a variety of matter, the 

expreffion or a&ion. Time is preacher neither can, nor 

an article of fo much confe- muft attempt to difcuis all, 

quence to the propriety of all and therefore, as he will be 

publick orations, that rheto- obliged to feleft fome one 

ricians always lay it down article, it would be unpar- 

as a principal rule. donable to felect that, which 

" In judiciis frecjuentiffi- was leaft fitted to the time." 

ma ell. . . Si dicatur iignator, Another fays the fame of 

qui ante diem tabularum de- common-places, that the for- 

ceffit; aut commififle aliquid, mer faid of the text. " As 

vel cum infans effet, vel cum it would be a vain attempt 

omnino natus non ejfit. Pra- to ufe them all at any one 

ter id, quod omnia facile ar- time, fo the preacher will be 

gumenta, aut ex iis, qua; obliged to make a -choice, 

ante rem facia funt, aut ex and he Ihould choofe thofe, 

conjunSis rei, aut confequenti- which beft fuit the time. 

bus ducuntur." Quint. Inft. Non femper omnes traftan- 

lib.-v.cap. 10. dos efle: fed habito deledla 

Cicero makes a fine ufe of pracipuos, atque eos in pri- 

this place in his oration pro mis, qui prafehtibus audito- 

Mil. pro lege ManiL pro ribus magis conveniunt, et 

Ccel, &c. ad prcefenttm ecclejifS ftatum 

Divines very juftly lay quadrant , . reliquos in aliud 

down the fame rule as of the tempus refervandos elfe.'* 

utmoft importance. " Ira- Georg. Sohnii de ittterp. Eccle- 

primis hoc tenendum, ante fiaftica. 

omnia, ut textus accommo- I believe, it will not ap- 

detur ad prsfentia tempora, pear needlefs to prefs an ob- 

quod in omnibus, quoad po- fervation of this article, when 

teft, fieri debet." IJrJini Me- we confider how many ab- 

thod.form. Condon, furdities proceed^ from an 

The fame writer adds, inattention to it. 
that " as every text contains 

" ' ' ' 



the church prayers ihould be made for all men\ 
but frft for kings, and for thofe that were in au- 
thority. 



1. They, who read fer- 
mons .compofed by others, 
are Very often furprized into 
violations of time. A Ger- 
man divine fays, " One of 
thefe retailers of fmall ware 
having picked up an old ho- 
mily compofed fome years 
before when the plague was 
raging in the country, 
preached it to his congrega- 
tion on the Lord's Day. To- 
ward the clofe, having fharp- 
]y reproved vice, he added 
for thefe vices it is, that God 
has --vijited you, and your fa- 
milies <witb that cruel Jcourge 
ihs plague, ivhich is now 
fpreading every nvkere in this 
Ionian, At his uttering thefe 
words the people were all fo 
thunder-ftruck, that the chief 
magiltrate was obliged to go 
to the pulpit, and to afk 
him, For Gotfs-fake, fa, par- 
don the interruption, end in- 
form me 'where the -plague is 
that 1 may inftantly endeavour 
to prevent its farther Jpread- 
ing The plague, Jir ! replied 
the preacher, / know nothing 
about the plague. Whether it 
le in the town or not, it is in 
my homily. Sive peilis five 
non ego fie in poftilla mea 
reperi. Keckertnami Rbet, 
EC clef. lib. ii. cap. pojirem. 
ii. 

z. They, who fpend all 
their time in confuting old 
errors, believed formerly, 



but exploded now; or in 
ftating, explaining, and efta- 
blifhing 'fome truths, former- 
ly denied, or doubted, or 
mifunderftood, but now ge- 
nerally believed by their au- 
ditors; they are inattentive 
to time, and are heard with 
difguft. Thefe preachers 
would aft with lefs impro- 
priety, were they not to af- 
feft to be the fole confervar 
tors of orthodoxy. 

'3. The doctrine of time 
is very important on the 
fubjeft of prophecies on that 

of miracles extraordinary 

gifts' dreams vijions reve- 
lations infpir-ations &c, 

Pretenders to thefe millake 
time in a manner very grofs 
indeed. There goes a pro- 
phecy about of Bilhop Uiher's 
concerning the flaying of the 
witne/jes, Rev. xi. There are 
many miraculous events rer 
lated by Fox of the Englifli 
reformers There are many 
extraordinary and extrava- 
gant tales told in Clarke's 
lives of the Puritans and, 
in fhort, there are entbufiafis 
in all our parties, though in 
none fo many as in the 
church of Rome. The very 
Deifts are Enthufiafts, wk- 
.nefs the miraculous anfwer 
to Lord Herbert of Chen 
bury's prayer but all thefe 
forget the time, in which 
t,heylive; for now they ought 
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thority. Here it is very natural to remark the 
time. It was when the church and the apoftles 
were every where perfecuted; when the faithful 
were the objects of the hatred and calumny of all- 
mankind, and in particular of the cruelty of thefe 
tyrants. Yet none of this rough treatment could 
ftop the courfe o Chriftian charity. St. t*aul not 
only requires every believer to pray for all men : 
but he would have it done in pubHck, that all 
the world might know the maxims of Chriftianity, 
always kind, patient, and benevolent. Believers 
confider themfelves as bound in duty to all men, 
though men do nothing to oblige them to it. He 
was aware,' malicious flanderers would call this 
worldly policy and human prudence, and would 
fay, Chriftians only meant to flatter the great, 
and to court their favour ; yet even this calumny 
does not prevent S. Paul, he orders them to pray 

pub- 

not to expeft, nor the world only obferve, time elucidates 

to believe fuch information, many fcriptures. Lev. xviii. 

In the famous, difpute be- Thou jhah not take a wife to 

tween Dr. Middletqn, and her fifter in her life-time, this 

his opponents, concerning law forbids polygamy : but it 

the time, when miraculous does not prohibit the marriage 

powers ceafed in the chrif- of the fitter of a deceafedwife. 

tian church, four things are -2 Kings v. 26. Is it a time, 

rendered very clear i.That to receive money? Ifaiahi. 

there had been true miracles, Ifaiahfaw a vijton in the days 

otherwife there would have of Uzziab, &c. Ifai.xi. 10. 

been no counterfeits 2. InthatdayarootofJeJ/eJhall 

That miracles afforded e<vi- Jland for an enfign.* Eph. ii. 

den.ce very popular and pleaf- 12. At that time ye were 

ing 73. That impofturs ve- without Chrifl 2 Sam. xvii. 

ry early infecled chriftianity y. The csunfel is not good at 

ahd 4. That credulity is a this time Ifai. lv. 6. Seek the 

great blemifh in a miniiler, Lord while he may le found. ~ 

and propagates error and Phil. iv. Ye fent once and a- 

vice more than truth and gain -to my necejfity. Jer. 

virtue. xxviii. 16. Thisyear tbott Jhah 

Not to enlarge, we (hall die, &c. Sec. 
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publickfy, and fir ft for civil governors^ We ought 
always to difcharge our duty, and, for the reft, 
fubmit to the unjuft accounts that men give of 
our conduft. (7) 

IX. 

OBSERVE PLACE. (8) 

St, Paul fays to the Philippians, forgetting tie 
things, which are behind, and reaching forth unto 

thofe 



(7) Example. Mr. Saurin's 
obfervations on Peter's denial 
of Chrift, and Chrift's love 
to Peter are drawn from this 
fource. Thetime of Peter's de- 
nial makes his crime black 
indeed ! the time of the lord's 
looking at him illuminates 
his looks ! Hear our preacher. 
* f At the very time, when 
Jefus Chrift was .giving the 
tendereft marks of his love, 
Peter difcov.ered the blackeft 
ingratitude to him ; while 
Jefus redeemed Peter, Peter 
denied him; while Jefus 
Chrift yielded to the bloody 
death of the crofs for Peter, 
Peter refufed to confefs him ; 
but - - - Jefus looks at him ! 
My brethren, what do thefe 
looks fay ! how eloquent are 
thofe eyes ! never was a dif- 
courfe fo effectual, never did 
an orator exprefs himfelf 
with fo much force ! It is 
the man of griefs complain- 
ing of a new burden vvhile 
he is ready to fink under 
what he already bears. It 



is the beneficent redeemer pi- 
tying a foul ready to be 
loft 1 It is the apoftle of eur 
profejjton preaching in chains. 
In fine, it is the fo<vereign 
of the hearts of men, the al- 
mighty God curbing the ef- 
forts of the devil, and taking 
his conqueft away." 

Thefe four laft articles are 
the parts of tlie fecond divi- 
fion of the difcourfe. Saur. 
Ser. torn. i. fur I' Abnegation de 
S. Pierre. 

% (8) Qlferve place. Rheto- 
ricians, after Quintilian, put 
this article, place, under the 
head quantify, and the latter 
gives Cicero's oration for 
Milo as an example. We 
will explain it by a fcripture 
example, and _/?&? the cafe of 
Elifha caufing the death of 
forty-two children for ridi- 
culing his bald head. 2 
Kings ii. 23, 24., 25. The 
ftating of a cafe is the iffue, 
to which it is brought from 
the complaint of the accufer, 
and the defence of the accufed. 

Thus; 



thvfe things, which are before^ I prefs toward the 
for the prize of the high calling of God in 

Chrift 



Thus, let us fuppofe, Elifha things, we determine what 
was accufed of killing forty- may be deemed great or little. 
t\yo children. Eli/ha -con- Place is of great ufe in the- 
feffed he killed them ; but ology, both to prove and il- 
faid, he killed them jujlly. luftrate. Mofes firit published , 
Now the dating of the cafe his miffion in the moft learn- 
here is, whether Elifha killed ed court in the world at that 
the forty-two children jufllj. time, confequently later pro- 

A caie maybe ftated/or phets had a right to glory 
ways. i. A cafe is conjcftu- that God fent Mofes and 
vol., when it is enquired, vvhe- Aaron to fhew figns and 
ther the thing w e.re done w not. wonders in the land of Jfam. 
As whether Elijha did pro- Pfal. cv. 26, 27. The pro- 
cure the death of thefe chil- phets taught in publick 
dren ? 'Two bears came and places before affemblies of 
tare them. 2. A cafe is fini- the whole nation, and herein 
the, when we enquire into they gloried over the affefted 
the name, nature, and defi- privacy of falfe idol pro- 
rntwn of the fuppofed crime, phets. Ifai. viii. 19. (Fi- 
zz, Eliiha tilled them : but he zards peep, and mutter xlv. 
did not commit murder, where 19. / have not fpoken info- 
murder mult be defined, cret, in a dark place of the 

3. A cafe in quality is, where earth Pfal. xl. 9. / have 

it is enquired in what manner preached rigbteou/nefs in ' the 

'A fad was done, as Eliiha great congregation, Jefus 

killed the children : but he Chrift publilhed his revels- 

did it juftly. Here we muft tion in a place the moft like- 

enquire into circumjlances, and ly in the world to detecl a 

prove what in this cafe may falfe prophet Mat. ii. i. 

be deemed jujl, or unjufl. Jefus <was born in Judea* 

4- A cafe in quantity is, when Luke iv. 15. Jefus taught in 

We enquire into the greatn'efs, their finagogues Mat. v. i. 

Qrfmallnefs of a crime. Here On a mountain Mat. xiii. I. 

we amplify or diminifh, and By the fea-Jide John viii. 2-. 

ty considering how the fad In the temple Our Lord ufed 

was circumftanced by time t this topick before the priefts 

PLACE, words, and aftions, at his trial. John xviii. 20. 

^quiring y/ho? what? I /pake openly to the world; I 

^Yhere ? by whofe aid? ever taught in the fynagogue ; 

w y ? jiow ? when? and and in the temple, whither the 

*tparirig things with. Jews al-ivajs re/art, and in 

VOL, II. Q^ /gent 



JCbrif Jefus. The place where he writes this fur- 
niihes a very beautiful confideration. He was then in 

frifon, 

femt have I faid nothing. alienus frequens an folita- 
The apoftles bore witneis of rius pauperis an divitis 
his refurreftion on the day of honefti nominis an infamis. 
Pentecoft in the very city Turpius- erat Antonio pro 
where he had been put to roftris in confpe&u populi 
death in publick places Romani vomere. I^ec inde- 
and in courts of judicature, corum eft "bono gravi que 
Afts ii. 46. fkey continued viro domi in nuptiis faltare, 
daily in the temple v. 20. quod in foro faceret indecen- 
Go ftand and /peak in the temple ter ; aut in baln'eo nudare 
to the people all the words of corpus, quod in convivio 
this life xxvi. z6. fhis thing, turpiter fieret. Item gravior 
kingAgrippa.) naas not done in culpa eft in templis garrire 
a corner. John iii. 23. John frivol a, aut oculis licitari 
<was baptizing at Enon,becaufe' puellas quam in foro aut 
there 'was much water* In all theatre, &c." Erafm. de Rat. 
tliefe, and fimilar paffages, conctonandi, lib, ii. 
place is proof. The laft article, menti- 
Place ferves alfo to illuf- oned by Erafm us, is of very 
trate. Deut. xxxii. 10. The little ufe in regard to the non- 
Lord inftritSed his people in the conformifts in this country, 
nvafte howling vjildermfs for a man would be accounted 
Amos viii. 12, 13. Flee away, little better than wild among 
feerf into the land of Judah, us, if he fhould whifper and 
propatfy not again any more at flare people out of counte- 
Bethel, for it is the king's nance during divine fervice: 
chapel, ami it is the fang's but in fome places of worihip 
court John iv. 6, Jefus fat fuch vulgarities are too corn- 
ea the <vjdl John ii. 2. Both mon. Complimenting, vvhif- 
Jefus and his difcipks, 'were pering, ftaring, and looking 
called to the marriage of Cana t people out of countenance 
end his mother was there Acls with glaffes in places of wor- 
xix. 21, Paul pwpofed in the jlrip . are indecent practices 
fpirit, when he had faffed imported from the theatre, 
through Macedonia, andAchaia, and extremely offenfive to 
to go to Jerufalem, faying, all, who diftinguifli between 
After I have been there, I muft religion and a farce. Such. 
alfo fee Rome, Whataftretch indecencies are below ferious 
of foul ! reproof, efpecially the laft- 
11 Circa locum fpeclatur, Aneafycenfure, and, I think, 
facer fit an prophanus pub- the belt the offender de- 

licus an privatus tuus an ferves, when he opticifes the 

preacher* 



, at Rome, loaded with chains, and deprived 
of his liberty; yet he fpeaks as if he were as much 
at liberty as any man in the world ; as able to act 
as he pleafed, and to diipofe of himfelf as ever : 
lie talks of having entered a courie, running a 
race, forgetting things behind, preffing toward 
thofe that were before, and, in fliort, of hoping to 
gain a prize ; all thefe are actions of a man enjoy- 
ing full liberty. (9) How could he, who was in 
a prifon, be at the fame time on a race-courfe ? 
how could he run, who was loaded with irons? 
how could he hope to win a prize, who every day 
expected a fentence of death.? But it is not difficult 
to conciliate thefe things : his bonds and imprifon- 
ment did not hinder the coiyfe of his faith and 
obedience. His prifon was converted into an 
agreeable Stadium, and death for the Gofpel might 
well be considered under the image of a complete 

victory, 

f 

preacher, is for the preacher Sermon on the life of a cour- 

to take his own glafs out of tier, from zSam. xix. 32. 39. 

his pocket and opticife him and in Bp. Ma"ffillon's to his . 

again. I have feen a man clergy on the conduct of a 

of no fmall face fo confound- clergyman in his parijb. In 

ed by this treatment as to both, reflections arile from 

blulh, and go backward, and the places in queftion. Saw. 

quit the place. It happened Ser. tom> iii. 5. MajjiUou 

unluckily for this pulpit- Confer, torn-, i. 8. 
gazer, the preacher was ex- (9) I prefs toward tbe'mark t 

plaining to his people at the Phil. iii. 14. Eft in hoc, et 

very time, Mat. vii. 12. All <3uobus ftiperioribus verfibus, 

things ivhatfoever ye would condnua qusdam metaphora, 

that wen jkould do to you, do fumpta ab iis qui curfu cer- 

W even fo to them', for this is tant in itadio; et voces hie 

toe law and the. prophets. nfurpatasfunt^af agonifticte, 

Examples might be given, et fcriptoribus agonifticis 

were not this note already ufurpatse. See I Cor. is, 

too long : but two excellent 24. 
Qnes may be feen in Saurin's 



vi&ory, for a martyr gains an unfading crown ai 
a reward of his fufferings. (i) 



v 



CONSIDER THE PERSONS ADDRESSED. (2) 

Let us again take S. Paul's words for an ex- 
ample. Recompmfe to no man evil for evil, Rom, 
xii. 17, They, to whom the apoftle addreffed 

thefe 

(1) Reward of Martyrdom, fcripture language, efpecially 
The primitive Chriftians that of the bold figurative 
considered martyrdom as the kind can only appear by the 
Jiigheft dignity, to which a genius of the people ad- 
man could afpire ; hence dreflWL See Ezek; xvi. 23. 
Cyprian, Epiphanius, Ifidore Joel ii. 2, &c. Nahum ii, 
find others, particularly Ter- iii, &c. The equity and 
tullian, fneak of martyrdom fitnefs of many mofaical infti- 
as a far more glorious reward iutss appear by a comparifon 
than the Grecian combatants of them with the . condition 
gained in their games : and of the people, The dif- 
their rewards, as Tally fays, courfes of our Saviour, and 
were the molt glorious, that the epiftles of S. Paul a?e 
Greece had to bellow. " Cer- both more beautiful and 
taminis nomine Dews nob-is more intelligible by this con- 
martyrla proponit. - - - .Hie fid.era/.ion The theological 
quoque libe-ralitas ' magis fy items of the Jews, the mo-, 
quam acerbitas del praseft. ral philofophy of the learned 
- - - Amavit quie vocave- heathens, the mythology of 
rut in falutem invitare ad the vulgar herd of pagans,, 
gloriam : ut qui gaudeamus and the conditions ofprimi- 
liberati exuitcmus etiam coro- live churches, all elucidate 
natL Tertnl. ad<v. Gnoftic. the doftrines of the nev/ tefta- 
caf. 6. . , ment. 

(2) Coiifidsr the perfons ad- .2. Knowledge of perfons 
drefled, A knowledge of the addreffed is effential in the 
perfons addreffed is a branch popljh and hierarchical con- 
of fcience effential to a mini- troverfy. While thefe ceco- 
fter in - feveral parts of his nomies are embraced by 
jninifterial labours. For ex- mercenary men, rewarded by 
ample, ., , Hate emoluments, and guard- 
.... I. In ftudying the holy /crip- ed by the fword, it will be 
tyres. T|ie proprie.ty of much but loft labour .to addrefs 

dig! 



( 125 ) 

thefe words, were Romans, whofe perpetual maxim 
was violently to revenge publick injuries, and to- 
tally to deftroy thole, who intended to deftroy 

them, 

dignified 'priefts on articles and the condition of each 
of' farther reformation. It firmer in particular. Had 
was an apt fimilihide, that our Dean Swift, who often 
an 'ingenious gentleman ufed went difguifed into low corn- 
concerning the popifli cere- pany to lludy human nature 
monies retained in fome re- unmaflced, made a holy ufe 
formed churches under pre- of his knowledge by reprov- 
tence of bringing Romanifts ing and reforming fach peo- 
over to themiblves. " You pie, he might have been one 
refemble, faid he, a floating of the moft ufeful mimilers 
vefiel fattened to a rock by a of his day. A man, who 
rope; if you in the vefiel has feen human' nature in fuch 
think to pull the rock to you places is in poffeffion of a 
by the rope, you will find, thoufand topicks not to be 
on trying, a contrary effect learned in higher life, where 
will follow. Hence that almoft all is trick and maf- 
weil-known faying of Bimop querade, what Archbifhop 
Bonner ; when he heard that Leighton fomewhere calls an 
Cranmer and Ridley had re- interchange of vanity and 
tained fome ceremonies of lies. The fame may be faid 
the Roman church, he ex- in regard to the pious part 
claimed, "Since our broth of an auditory. What can 
goes down with them ib well, a young fpark, who has no 
they will mortly feed upon piety himfelf, nor one pious 
the beef too .!" An exclama- intimate in the world, fay 
tion rather low and unepiico- to pious auditors worth their 
pal : but, however, it was hearing ! Religion itfelf is 
the moft prophetical vulga- difgraced by being in fuch 
rifm that his lordmip ever company. To put a bible 
uttered, as the .after-hiftory in fuch a man's hand is like 
of the Englifh. epifcopal hanging Sir Ifaac Newton's 
church plainly (hewed. See Principia about the neck of 
Lt<wisDi<. Moulin, ubifup. a beait. All other things 
3. Knowledge of perfons may be difpenfed with: but 
is eflential to a minifter in a thorough knowledge of the 
addrefling both the righteous fingular exercifes of p'ious 
and the 'wicked. No man minds under conviftion, con-' 
addreffes the wicked fo for- verfion, temptation, afflic- 
cibly as he, who belt knows tion, in profpefts of death 
Jiuftian. nature }n general, and in retrofpefts of fin, can 

never 



tliem, or had offered them any affronts j wit- 
nefs the Carthaginians and Corinthians, They 
totally deftroyed Carthage, becaufe (he had carried 
her arms into Italy by Hannibal's means, and had 
been upon the point of ruining Rome. Corinth 
they facked and burnt for having affronted their 
ambafiadors. (3) You may alfo remark this 

par- 



fiever be difpenfed with in 
a rninifter of religion, nor 
can he attain this knowledge 
without perfonal experience. 
We often fpeak of a mi- 
nifter's fpeaking to the heart. 
The phvafe is fcriptural, 2nd 
as Erafmus obferves, is there 
ufed for the confolatory lan- 
guage of the go/pel, in dif- 
tinflicn from that of the law, 
which cbnvi&s, and con- 
demns. See Ifai. xL 2. Hof. 
ii. 14. Now this, as he adds, 
cannot be done but by a 
man, whofe own heart has 
been comforted by the fame 
confolation. " Nullus au- 
tem poteft loqni ad cor po- 
puli, nifi loquatur ex corde." 
De Rat. Cone. lib. i. The 
phrafe,|;/^<?a to the heart, in 
modern ufe, ftands for that 
excellent talent, which fome 
minifters poffefs, of addreiT- 
ing the confcience, bringing 
home the matter to the man, 
fpeaking ad rem, ad bominsm, 
what mall I call it * It -di- 
<vides afunder foul and Jpirit, 
and is a difcoverer of the 
thoughts and intents of the 
heart. Heb. ivi 12. Such a 
rninifter furrounds his audi- 
jor, and wraps him up in 



convictions of fin, or in con- 
folations of God, which are 
neither feiv ncr Jtaall, 

3. Knowledge of perfons 
is eifendal to a rninifter in 
enforcing duties. He rmift 
diftinguiih huibiinds, wives 
mailers, fervants gover- 
nors, fubjeds parents, chil- 
dren miniilers, mag-limes, 
&c. and give to each his 
portion in due feafon, 'rightly 
dividing the word of truth. 

4. Finally, knowledge of 
perfons is effential to cafuiftry. 
Cafes of confcience differ in 
different circumftances ; not 
that there is one gofpel for 
the rich, and another for the 
poor : but becaufe the fame 
God over all, being rich in 
mercy to all, requires different 
fervkes in different circum- 
ftances, See Afts xxi. 20, 
21, &c, xxi. 40. Gal. ii. 2. 
iv. 13, 20, &c. 

(3) The Romans facked Ca~ 
rinth for affronting their am- 
baffadors. See Appian in Lyb. 
Veil. Patm. lib. ii. 16. 
See alfo the juft reflections 
of Bimpp Eo/uet on thefe 
fubjecls Hift. Unwerf. vol. i 
chap. 6. and above all let us 
never forget that neceffary 
remark 
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particular circumftance ; that, although the Ro- 
mans had fucceeded in avenging their injuries, 
the empire owing its grandeur to fuch exceJTes, 
yet their fuccefs did not hinder the apoftle from 
faying Recompenfe to no man evil for evil.; becaufe 
neither examples nor fucceffes ought to be the 

rules 



remark of Mr. Rollin in his^s- Extraordinary perfons are not 

dentHift. vol. xii. b. 26, p. 2. exempted from the common 

c. 2. " Perfect morality is no laws of mortality; the prince, 

where to be learned but from and the great man fall. Ob 

the word of God," not that 3. They, who ftand in high, 

natural religion with all its ftand in the moft flippery 

blindnafs could allow of thefe places; Abner fell by aflaf- 

cxceffes. See Cicero de Qjfic. fination. Obf. 4, The holy 

lib. iii. but, after admitting land is not a place privi- 

all its excellencies, it leaves ledged againft the arreft of 

us proud, and far from the death, Abner fell in Ifrael" 

image of God : exhibiting Commemoration Sermon on the 

indeed fomething of the ra- death of Colonel Char. Caven- 

tional, but debafing it with dijh, Jlain in the fervice of 

a mixture of the brutal and Char. I. Preached at Darby 

infernal. When we refer to 1674, by Wm. Jfailour. 

various authors, and various Nothing can be more plain 

articles tending to elucidate and fimple than thefe obfer- 

the holy fcriptures, we do fo vations, yet from them the 

on fuppofition that it is pro- preacher derives a great va- 

per to compofe a fermon of riety of edifying inftruftions, 

feveral topicks properly very pertinent, and very pro- 

chofen and arranged. Moft per to the occafion. 

divines make mixed obfer- The time of S. Paul's con- 

vations, that is, they fome- verfion is coniiderable, for it 

times take them with the ut- was when he was in the 

molt propriety from various higheft rage, and when the 

fources, as homperfon place, church was moft deprefled 

&c. The following example The place alfo is remarkable* 

will explain my meaning. it was near Damafcus. Seve- 

" 2 Sam. iii. 38. Know ye ral other circumftances alfo 

not that there is a prince, and heighten the glory of it, 

a great man fallen this day in thunder, lightning, &c. A 

Ifrael, - - - Obf. I. A great difcourfe on Saul's converfioa 

man's death paffes not with- is therefore properly mixed. 

out publick notice ; the King See. Beaufobre jDifc. XKX, 

/aid, Kwowje not, &c. Obf. 2. torn. vi. 
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rules of our conduct, but folely the will of God 
and the law of Chriftianity. (4) 



(4) The revealed will of 
God, and not the fuccefs dfthofe 
ioho depart from it, fiould be a 
Chriftiati's rule of atfioti, This 
remark is of great confe- 
quence in theology. The 
whole book of Job feems to 
have been written with a 
view to this article. Job was 
afflicted. His friends thought, 
his condition a proof of his 
impiety. Not at all, replies 
Job, *hetabirnac!es of robbers 
prof per, and they, that provoke 
God, are Jscure. xii. 6. 

There are five forts of mi- 
nifters, who ought to ftudy 
this , article, i . They who 
ihake worldly profperity a 
mark of the true church of 
Chrifl. It is certain, we 
flioiild never find the head of 
the church by this rule, and 
it is not likely we fhould dif- 
cover his members by it. See 
Vol. i. page 280, 110165. 

2. They who afpire at 
nothing in the church but 
preferment, and by unwor- 
thy aftions obtain it, fhould 
regard this fubjeft. Thefe 
reprobates lofe all fenfe of 
the guilt of fucceeding in the 
pleafure of fuccefs. 

3. They ought to ftudy 
this, who choofe their reli- 
gion by popularity, who em- 
brace what moft allow be- 
caufe the moft allow it. The 
religion of Chrift is an un- 
favoury thing to the vitiated 
taftes of the bulk of man- 
kind : and he, who experts 



to find wholefome food on 
tables prepared by fuch per- 
fons, will find himfelf on a 
trial grofsly deceived. 

4. They, who impofe 011 
their own confciences, and 
flatter themfelves into un- 
fcriptural compliances under 
pretence of obtaining wider 
fields of ufeiulnefs, are un- 
der the -fame fad miftake. 
They fucceed, in what ? In 
doing partial good ; for there 
are truths, which they dare 
not mention, 'i hey fucceed, 
in what ? In doing momentary 
good, which expires, when 
they depart. Succefs to 
themfelves, and not to the 
caufe at large, is their objeft. 
Were they to refufe compli- 
ance with what their con- 
fciences abhor, they might 
form FREE focieties, which 
would perpetuate themfelves, 
and even their minifter by 
choofing a fucceffion like 
him. Alas ! how few have 
fuch extenfive, difinterefted 
views ! 

5 . They are alfo far -from 
Monfieur Claude's obferva- 
tion, who adopt any thing 
in the courfe of their mi- 
niihy, how filly foe ver, ' that, 
gives them popularity, which 
they call the fuccefs of the 
gofpel. Diogenes, going to 
declaim to a very few audi- 
tors, and loth to fay that to 
a few, which was worthy 
of being heard by many, be- 
gan to'fmg, the novelty of 

which 



XI. 

EXAMINE THE PARTICULAR STATE OF PERSONS 

ADDRESSED. (5) 

For example, recompenfe to no man evil for evil* 
St, Paul writes to Romans : but to Roman Chrif- 

tians, 

which foon brought auditors meeting is iniquity. My foul 

around him. Anaximenes, hatetb them, for your hands 

not being able to attract the are full of blood, Jfai. i. 13, 

attention of his audience by 15. I Jaid indeed thy houfe 

gravely declaiming, took out jhould walk before me for ever; 

fome very fine faltfifh, and but now the lord faith, Be it far 

fo collected the eyes and at- from me. i Sam. ii. 30. At 

tention of his auditors. At- what injlant Ifpeak concerning 

tention acquired by fuch odd a nation to dejtrpy It, if that 

methods is not worth having, nation turn from their evil, I 

and yet how many, means as <wi II repent. Jer. xviii. 7, 8,- 

fantaftical as thefe have been Man isjufiijied by faith witb- 

hit on by preachers under out the deeds of the law. Rom. 

pretence of exciting atten- iii. 28. By -works man is juf- 

tion, acquiring popularity, tifad, and not by faith only. 

and enfuring fuccefs. Vid, James ii. 24. Thefe, and a 

Dan. Heinjti Laus Afini, p. I. thoufand other paflages, are 

(5) Examine the particular harmonized only by an at- 
flats ofperfons addrejfd. Thus tention to the particular con- 
we account for many feem- dition of the perfons ad- 
ing contradictions in fcrip- dreffed. S. Paul beautifully 
ture. Mofes made a ferpent calls this variety a change of 
of brafs, Num. xxi. 9. He- 'voice. Gal. iv. 20. The fame 
zekiah broke it in pieces, heavenly inftruftor fpeaks: 
becaufe, in his days, the chil- but fpeaks, fo to fay, in dif- 
dnn of Ifrael did burn incenfe ferent tones adapted to the 
"to it. 2 Kings xviii. 4. One different tempers of the au- 
prophet fays, Blow the trum- ditors. This notion of revela- 
pet in the ne<w moon, and on our tion is a very juft one, and as 
fokmn feajl days, for this is a it authorizes our miniflers in 
Jatutefor Ifrael, and a law of varying their addreffes to 
the God of Jacob. Pfal. Ixxxi. their hearers, fo it condemns 
3> 4. Another fays, New thofe loofe, defultory decla- 
and fabbatbs I cannot mations, which addrefs all., 

ay with, even the fakmn and fo affecl none. 

VOL. II. R The 



who faw themfelves hated arid perfectiteci 
by their fellow-citizens, and in general abufe'd 
by the whole world. Yet, however reafonable re- 
fentment might appear at firft fight, the apoftlg 

would 



The peculiar circumftances 
of the perfon fpeaking alfo 
ferves to account for many 
things, that fall under the 
Immediate notice of theolo- 
gifts, and at firft appear very 
unaccountable. We will ex- 
emplify a few. 

1. Nothing is more com- 
mon than to hear men of 
equal abilites affirm direftly. 
contrary to one another on 
the fame fn bjeft. I'illotfon and 
Holcroft had been chamber- 
fellows at Ci are-hall. Til- 
iotfon declared in his old 
age, " I do in my con- 
fcience believe the [ep'tfcopal] 
church of England to be the 
belt constituted church in the 
world. 57 Serm. on I Cor. iii. 
15. Holcroft thought, the 
epifcopal church of England 
was an image of the beaft, 
as favage and more filly than 
the beaft itfelf. How are 
we to account for this vari- 
ety ? Confider the condition 
of each fpeaker. The image 
of the beaft made Tillotfon 
Archbifhop of Canterbury ; 
and the belt conftituted 
church in the world was very 
near hanging Holcroft for 
non-conformity. 

2. Nothing is more fre- 
quently feen than the fame 
divine differing from bimfelf. 
Stillingfleet did fo In his 



i he declared that 
prefbyterian government was 
more conformable to fcrip- 
ture and reafon than Epifco- 
pacy that Biftiops ought 
not to impofe any ceremo- 
nies, which have no foun- 
dation in fcripture that 
fchifm was on their fide, wh6 
impofed ceremonies, and not 
on theirs, who refufed fub- 
miffion to them. But in his 
Anfwer to federal late treatifes, 
he calls thofe fchifmaticksj 
who deny fubmiflion to the 
government of the epifcopal 
church of England, and adds* 
" The conftitution of our 
church ftands upon this fingle 
paint, all things are lawful, 
which are NOT FORBID- 
DEN." Whence this diffe- 
rence ? The peculiar condi- 
tion of the fpeaker is to be 
confidered. The Irenicum 
was publifhed when the au- 
thor was minifter of one fin- 
gle Sutton in Bedfordshire. 
The Anfiaef came out about 
1 8 years after, when - - - 
what? God forbid we fhould 
fay, men fhould not live and 
learn : but it happens very 
unluckily, when illumina- 
tion and preferment come 
together ! 

Bifhop Stillingfleet's op- 
ponents faid, the point on 
which his church flood, 
. " would 



not have them obey fuch paffions as the 
Jight of reafon, the jnftinft of nature, and the de- 
fire of their own preferyation might feem to excite. 

He 

" would make a pure fricaf- iisform of government. Stra- 
fee of religion, it would juf- tagem and collufion, dupli- 
tify the addition of oil, city and foft words took 
cream, fpittle, and fait in place with Tillotfon, and 
baptifm, and it would as Tenifon, of Parkerian fire, 
much authorize a minifter to and Laudean pride. The 
preach the gofpel with a latter in days of yore ex- 
helmet on his head, and a communicated and perfecat- 
fword and buckler in his ed non-conformifts to death : 
hand, as figns of our fpiri- but the former in' later times 
tual warfare, as it would the tell us they pity and pray for 
crofs in baptifm. It is not us, and efteem us their dear 
enough in religion, that brethren in Chrift. Have 
things are not forbidden, they they made an abatement of 
muft be commanded. Jer. one word in terms of confor-r 
vii. 31," Lewis D Moulin mity from the day that Ifrael 
ubi fupra. cams up out of Egypt to this 

3. Divines have feen a day? Confider Mr. Claude's 
whole church change its doc- eleventh common place, take 
trine, and yet retain its creeds, advice, jpeak your minds, and 
and tefts of orthodoxy ; and, firft of all give thanks for kings, 
what is more extraordinary, and' for all that are in autbo- 
declare the fame ' tefts the ri'ty, that you lead quiet and 
guardians of two fyftems of peaceable lives in all godlinefs 
divinity as oppojite as particu- and honefty! 

lar election and general re- 5. We fometimes amufe 

demption, and both of them ourfelves with contrafting the 

gofpel for the time. What ! great doers with the great 

Has the gofpej of 1555 been fufferers in religion in the 

explained by any new reve-r days of our anceftors. We 

lation fince, or is the old gof- weigh the merits of Fox and 

pel an uncertain found? Nei- Coverdale againft thofe of 

thcr: but the particular con- Cranmer and Cox We fet 

ditions of leading churchmen Cartwright againft Whitgifc 

have altered with the times, Baxter and Bates againft 

and with the tempers of civil Laud and Cofins Watts 

governors, againft Atterbury Bunyan. 

4. Divines have feen a againft Bugg and fo< on; 
church change its temper of and we enquire - - - No^ 
governing, and yet not alter R 2 we 
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He exhorted them to leave vengeance to God, and 
advited them only to follow the dictates of love. 
The greateft perfecutors of the primitive Chriftians 
were the Jews, on whom the Roman Chriftians 
could eafily have avenged themfelves under va- 
rious pretexts , for the Jews were generally hated 
and defpifed by all other nations, and nothing could 
be eafier than to avail themfelves of that publick 
hatred, to which the religion of the Jews expofed 
them, Neverthelefs, S. Paul not only fays in ge- 
neral Render not. evil for evil: but in particular 
Recompenle to no man evil for evil,- As if he 

had 

we will not enquire. Glau- illamviviikaretur. Ufusfub 

dite jam ri<vos, pueri, fat jlatu peccati eft, ut hominem 

frata biberunt. de tranfgreffione et reatu ar- 

Finally, this place is ufe- gnat - - - ut ilium fie con- 

ful in many tingle theological viftum ad gratiana deftde- 

queftions. For example, Why randam compellat - - - Ser- 

did not the apoftles fpeak vit prsterea lex in hoc ftatu 

againft putting infant-bap- turn Deo, ut hominem cohi- 

tifm in the room of circum- beat, turn peccato, ut pecca- 

cifion ? The particular ftate tuni augeat. Tertius ufus 

of the primitive church did legis moralis erga hominem 

not require it. Infant-bap- jam Spiritu Dei et Chrifti re- 

tifm had not been thought of natum conveniens ftatui gra- 

then. Why did not the apof- tias eft, ut fit perpetua regu- 

tles make creeds and canons? la vita;. Ex hifce ufibus fa- 

They would have defeated cile colligere eft, quoufque 

their own particular view, lex moralis inter fideles, et 

which was to put individuals fub gratia Chrifti conftitutps 

into a capacity of making obtineat, et quoufque abrb- 

creeds and canons for them- gata fit. Arminn op. TbeoL 

ielves, &c. &c. Difputat. Pub, xii. 

Covfidsr the particular ftate To give an example, 

of the perfans addrejjkd. The Rom. xi. 33. O the depth, 

ufe of the moral law is &c. in order to enter into 

thus placed in a very proper the apoftle's meaning, it is 

light, "Ufus legis moralis necefTary to confider theya^- 

varius eft iecundum varios je&, to which he applies his 

ftatus hominis. Brimtf-vo bo- iext, and never to lofe fight 
JtatKi erat ut hoiaq per of the defin of this whole 

->*' ' - '- * 



had faid, Do not injure thofe, on whom you could 
jnoft eafily avenge yourfelves j hurt not the molt 

violent 

epiftle. The apoftle princi- this chapter, out of which 

pally means to oppofe a fcan- our text is taken, and the 

dalous fchifm, which rent two preceding ones, to an- 

the church of Rome ; that fwer their difficulties. He 

church was compofed of two turns the fubjecl; (if I may 

forts of Chriftians, fome of fo fpeak) on every fide to 

them came from pagauifm, make it clear. He reafons, 

others from Judaifm ; the proves, argues : but after he 

latter defpifed the former, fo had heaped proofs upon 

they had always treated fo- proofs, reafons upon reafons, 

reigners ; they infifted on it, folutions upon folutions, he 

that for their own parts they acknowledges in the words 

jiad a natural right to the of my text, that it was his. 

bleffings, which the Meffiah glory to reft beneath his fub- 

came to beftow upon his jeft : he clafles himfelf in a 

church ; becaufe, being born manner with the moft igno- 

Jevvs, they were the lawful rant of thofe, to whom he 

heirs of Abraham, to whom writes, he acknowledges that 

the promife was made, where- he has not received a fuffici- 

as the Gentiles partook of ent meafure of the fpirit d 

thefe bleffings only by mere God to fathom fuch abyfles, 

grace. St. Paul oppofes this and he exclaims upon the 

prejudice, proves that Jews brink of this ocean, the 

and Gentiles were alike un- depth, &c. bow unfearcb- 

4er Jin, that they had an #6k &c. Sur tes profoxdtart 
equal need of the covenant divine, torn* xi. 
of grace, that they both Monfieur Saurin's defign 
owed their vocation to the in this fermon is to promote 
mercy of God, that no one Chriftian love among people, 
was rejected as a Gentile, or who think differently con- 
admitted as a Jew, and that cerning the decrees. In or- 
fuch only had a part in this der to this he obferves, that 
falvation as had been chofen all the ways, in which it 
in the eternal decrees of God. pleafes God to difcover him- 
The Jews could not relifti feif to men, though mining 
fuch humbling ideas, nor with light are yet (haded 
adjuft all this doftrine with with adorable darknefs, they 
their high notions of the are labyinths, in which fee- 
prerogatives of their nation, ble reafon is loft. Our ideas, 
much lefs could they enter of the deity are ideas of ayaft 
ln *o S. Paul's fyftem of pre- profound the works of na- 
''""^n. S f Paul applies ture are a great: deep the 



violent enemies of the name of Jefus Chrift, 

the 

ways of providence and the diuturnis theologorum rixis 
doftrines of revelation are udlitatis _ nihil detriment! 
alfo diftinguiftied by the fame plurimum in ecclefias redun- 
chara&ers. He examines the daffe. Quapropter omnis 
doftrine of decrees, and ejus cura in hoc erat, ut au- 
among many fyftems chcofes ditores fidei fuse comnuffos 
that, which appears to him doceret bem <vi<vire, et beats 
the true one; but, adds he, mori - - - et annotatum in 
* ( mould you afk me after adverfariis amici ejus.repere- 
all, whether my own fyftera runt, permuhos m extremo ago^ 
be liable to no objections? conftitutos gratia* ipji 'hoc nomine 
I would lay my hand upon egiffe, quod ipfius ducl:u fer- 
my mouth, I would acknow T vatoreni fuum Jefum agno. 
ledge my ignorance, and viffent, cujus in cognitions 
freely own, that I chafe this pulchrum vivere mori vero, 
fubjeft lefs to clear than to longe pulcherrimum duce- 
prefs its difficulties, and rent. Atque haud fcio an- 
hereby to make you perceive,, noa hoc ipfum longe Buchol- 
that toleration, which Chrif- qero coram deo gloriofius fit 
tians mutually owe each futurum, quam ii aliquot 
other on this article. We our, contentioforum libellorum 
felves alfo exclaim on the myriadas pofteritatis memo- 
Borders of this abyfs, th$. six confecraffet. Melcb. 
depth, Sec," Adam, vita Germ, tf.heolog. in 
Mr. S. reminds me of Bu- vita Bucbolceri. See alfa, 
choltzer, one of the greateft Baxter's Saint's Reft y p, iv, 
of the German reformers, c. 3. 

" Timiditas quaedamBuchol- (6) J$u?Jt not thofe, who^ 
cero a quibufdam objeftaeft, ftrive to deftroy the gaffeL' Mr. 
quod cum eximiis adeo doti- Giaude does not mean here, 
bus eflet decoratus, in certa- to inculcate the fenfelefs no- 
men tamen cum rtibiojis illius tians of pa/five obedience y and 
feculi Theologis noluit defcendere non-rejtftfmc?, as too many of' 
'- - - ipfe juvenis fepe a.d our divines have done from, 
smicos aiebat, Dejii dijpuiare fuch paflages of fcripture, 
ctzpt fupputare, quoniam'illud In a letter io MonJleur Micbaeti 3 . 
4iffipationem, hoc collecTi- fpeaking of the difputes in 
pnem fignificat- - - vidit de England, he fays, " If one. 
yeligionis Chriftians nego- party, being in power, would 
tiis contrwerfias- ecclefiis or- conttrain the other againft 
thodoxis moveri ab Us quos 'their confcience and judg-^ 
null a tmquam amoris Dei fan- ment, the Ichifm is certainly 
tiila (alefacerat, Vidis ex on the fide of the. impofers." 
' - -- ' ' - r 
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the chriftiah profeffion ; (6) thofe, who have cru- 
cified 



The queftion is, in fuch a 
cafe what ought the oppreffed 
to do ? Let us take an article 
of faith, and a rule ofprafiice, 
and fee. " When a heathen 
child is baptized, he is 
changed within. He is 
brought to the font full of 
fin through Adam's difobe- 
dience: but he is wafhed 
from all his fins inwardly. 
The power of the holy Ghoft 
by the prieft's bleiEng comes 
upon the corruptible water 
of the holy font, and after 
that it can wafh both body 
and foul from all fins by fpi- 
ritual power." This is part 
of an E after-homily, which 
was read annually in the 
church about 800 years ago. 
This I call an article of faith. 
Ab. Wbelock. Beda Hift. Eccl 
Cantab. 1644. p. 471. 

Here follows a rule bf 
praflice. At the elevation of 
the hoft, the ritualifts require 
the worfhippers of it to fay 
" Soul of Chrift, fanftify me 
Body of Chrift, fave me 
Blood of Chrift, inebriate me 
Water of Clmft's fide, 
wafti me." This is part of 
a form for adoring the holy 
facrament, publiihed in the 
hours of Salijbury. This I call 
a rule of. praflice. 

I can fuppofe this article, 
and this rule, to be fimply 
propofed to me by a clergy- 
man of the church of Rome. 
The firft I do not underftand, 
the laft I do not approve, 
both deviate from my rule of 



faith and praftice, the holy 
fcriptures. I, therefore, thank 
him for his friendly regard 
to my fpiritual welfare, and 
we part civilly. 

I can fuppofe them laid 
before me by Pope John XX II, 
along with a parchment 
grant duly executed of three 
thoufand days pardon for 
deadly fins, on condition of 
my complyingi Again, I 
thank his holinefs for an of- 
fer fo generous : but I muft 
beg leave to decline accept- 
ing it, and we part. 

I can fuppofe them laid 
before me with all the reli- 
gious inducements to accept 
them, that arife from an in- 
tereft in the papal commu- 
nity, fuch as, on one fide^ 
the benefits of pardons, fu- 
pererogations, indulgencieSj 
jubilees, canonization, and 
fo on: and, on the other, the 
terrors of annual excommu- 
nication, denial of extreme 
unftion, deferdon in purga- 
tory, and damnation in belh 
I can conceive myfelf un- 
awed by all thefe, and a&ing 
rightly to perfift in judging 
for myfelf. 

I can go a flep farther, 
and fuppofe my worthy friend 
the pope, finding me incon- 
vertible by motives taken 
from his principles, chang- 
ing his mode of perfuafion^ 
and pretending to convert me 
by motives taken accor'ding 
to my own principles front 
{capture. He fays, Jefu$ 

Chrift 
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< cified your Saviour* and every day ftrive 
ftroy his gofpel. 



to 



Chrift has put the govern- performing what I do not 

ment of my confcience into approve,; would not be al- 

his hand, and required me tered by being put into new 

to believe what he affirms to hands, it would remain ex- 

be true, and to perform what aftly as before, and what 

he commands to be done, was my duty before would be 

He reads, and I reafon, till, my duty ftill. But what 

at length, refenting his ufur- mould I do with thefe new 

pation of Chrift's authority, doctrines of paflive obedience 

I fet my S. Paul's epiftles and non-refiftance ? I would 

againft his S. Peter's keys, open my eyes, fee the arti- 

and conform to the apoftle fice of my opponent, affirm 

by di/enting from the pope, that they are, and they are 

If any man teach otherwife not theological queftions. As 

than the apoftles taught, and theological queftions, they 

confent not to the wholefome are reprobated by every ar- 

*wordsof our Lord JefusChrift, tide of chriftianity ; for in 

from fucb WITHDRAW thy- matters of faith and obedi- 

./slf. i Tim, vi. 3, 5. If ence we owe belief to none 

there be two or three of us in but revealed proportions, and 

the, fame circumftances, we obedience to none but divine 

congregate in Chrift's name, commands. But thefe doc- 

and, wherever be the place trines, as they regard life, 

of our affembling, we expect civil liberty, and property, 

to have him by his word and are not theological, but po~ 

fpirit in the midft of us. litital queftions, they belong 

All this is an affair of re- to fyftems of civil polity, and' 

ligion, confcience, reafon, as they have no place in that 

argument, on both fides purely fyftem of government, under 

ecclepaflical. But mould my which I live, for that confi- 

brother John turn politician, ders the people as the origin 

intrigue at court, delude my of power, and civil governors 
king andperfuadehim to con- as the executors of a truft, fo 
fifcate my goods, to confine I reject them. Infuchafree 
myperfon, and to condemn me ftate I choofe to live, agree- 
to death for my nonconfor- ably to my notions of civil 
mity to his noftrums, in fuch government, the genius of 
a cafe the doftrines of p0jffwe my liberal religion, and the 
obedience, and non-r eft/lance in examples of the beft of poli- 
matters of religion would ticians, / will walk at liberty, 

come under con.fi deration, for I jeek thy precepts. I will 

The ftate of the queftion con- fpeak of thy ttftimonits before 
eerning my believing what 1 kings, and will not 
40 not underftand, and ray Pfal. cxix, 45,46. 
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XII. 

CONSIDER THE PRINCIPLES OF A WORD ok' 
ACTION. (8) 

For example. John y. 14. 'Behold! thou art 
wade whole, fin no more, left a worft thing come unto 
thee. This was the language of Jefus Chrift to 

the 

(8) Consider the principles of ftruction." That is to fay, 

words and afiions. The doc- we muft follow fcHjjture, 

.trineof principle's is extreme- and not force it. 'fctracbar- 

ly important to a chriflian don, p. 23. 

minifter, particularly in foe For example. A certain 

ca/es. I muft mention only expofitor of Eccleiiaftes pre- 

five here for want of room. fixes what he calls Diagramma 

1. In ftudying the letter of doctrine, and lays Sol mon 

fcripture, that is the nature, outinfcholaftickform. "His 

and principles of conttruft- defign is to treat of the chief 

ing, and compofing, which good In order to this he 

prevailed with each writer Ihews in the firft place nega- 

in each compofition. No- ti<uely what felicity is not. It 

thing is more common among does net confiit in human fci- 

divines than arbitrary diftri- ence, in fenfual pleafufe, ia 

butions of texts, chapters, moral virtue, &c." to this 

and whole bonks, according part our expc iicor afiigns the 

to their own fcholaftical no- firit f our chap'ers. " Se- 

tions of compofition. Thefe condly, He i'liews fajitlwly 

always imply, that the wri- \vherein felicity does cbniift. 

ters of thefe books, chapters, Chap. v. 6. xii. 13, Third- 

and verfes compofed on the ly, The vfe of the doctrine, 

principles of their expoiiiors. from the ninth verfe of the 

Nothing can be lefs true, fifth chapter to the twelfth. 

Our Milton has rightly faid, verfe of the fixth and from 

" It is not for the majdty of the ninth \ r erfe of the fever th 

fcripture to humble her /elf chapter to the end." Joan. 

(Milton was &poet remember.) Strrani in EccleJ. Sol. Commen- 

ip artificial tkeor ms, and tie- tarii Pr<?f. 

f.nitio-as, and corollaries, like We do not deny the doc- . 

a profeffor in the fchools : trine of this expofitor: we 

but looks to be cmalyfed into only affirm, Solomon did not 

thofe fciential rules, which compofe the book ofEccle- 

are the implements of in- fiaftes in this fcholaftick me- 

VOL. II. S dot* 



tlie man, whom he had juft before healed of an 
infirmity of thirty-eight years ftanding. Him 
Jefus now found in the temple. It is .not imagi- 
nable, 



thod. The expositor, indeed, 
brings detached verfes toge- 
ther, and fo makes up his 
method: but this difplays 
Ms owiKgenius, not that of 
the author. This book, it is 
plain, is a dialogue between a 
libertine and a moral phila- 
fopher, and this notion of 
the compofition of the book 
half expounds it. Gramma- 
ilans, Rhetoricians, and 
Poets, as well as Logicians, 
have ferved fcripture thus. 

2. The doftrine of princi- 
ples is important in regard 
to ike fenfe of fcripture. 
Creeds, and articles lay 
down the principles of theft 
compiler^, of which, perhaps, 
the brblical writers never 
heard ; yet theie are the 
principles,* which teachers 
are fworn to find, or to pro- 
fefs to find in all the writ- 
ings of infpired men, and 
NO OTHER, under pain of our 
difpleafure ! This is the crime 
of whole communities, and 
individuals frequently imi- 
tate them. Thus a certain 
writer againft pre-exiftence, 
Jn anfwer to the argument, 
that the pre-exiftence of hu- 
tnan fouls was not incompa- 
tible with the goodnefs of God : 
but highly agreeable to our 
notions of if, affirms, ", God 
does -not always do what is 
be ft ; for his goodneis is fub- 



ordinate to his will, his aflt- 
ons are not neceffary : but 
arbitrary. It would . hav 
been left for Chrift to have 
come into the world imme- 
diately after the fall. It 
would have been beji for the 
world to have been created 
fooner. It would be beft for 
the wicked not to go to hell. 
But all thefe events are as 
they are; becaufe God willed 
they mould be." What a , 
prefumptuous majler of arts 
is this ! To uie his own 
words, " he confirms a va- 
frous doftrine by fucout rea- 
fons, which, like fure fulci- 
ments, more up its ruent cre- 
dit." According to this ge- 
nius, it is beft for a wife man 
to believe what a 'fool thinks 
beft to affirm. See vol. I. p. 
266, &c. note. No Pra-ex- 
iftence. By E. W. A. M. Lon- 
don, 1667. c ^ a p- z " 

3. The db&rine of prin- 
ciples is of great confequence 
in church-government* Civil 
government has for its objeS 
civil liberty, and a juft civil 
government takes no cogni- 
zance of mere principles. See 
vol. I. p. 247, _note 7. Sup- 
pofe a man living Under a 
monarchical government, and 
believing at the fame time, 
that a republican form of go- 
vernment is more peffeft than 

that of a monarchy, this be- 
lies 
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nable, that this meeting was fortuitous, and un- 
forefeen to Jefus Chrift. His providence, no 
doubt, conducted the man that way, directed him 
to the temple, whither he went himfelf to feek 
him. Examine, then, upon what principles Jefus 
Chrift went to feek this miferable fmner, and you 
willfind, i. He went in great love to the poor 
man. He went in that fame benevolence, which 
inclined him to do good to all, who had need, and 
in every place, that he honoured with his prefence. 
Jefus was, as it were, a publick fource of benefits, 

his 



lief would not render him the promife of a fponfor, that 
guilty in the eye of the law. the child fliall have princi- 
Indeed were he to perform pies in mature age, is ac- 
any overt afts difturbing the cepted in lieu of them. In 
peace of fociety, and tend- other church-governments 
ing to fubvert the monarchy, metaphyfical principles con- 
under which he lived, he cerning free-will, decrees, 
would become guilty, and and fo on, >are made terms of, 
his doing fo from principles communion. In the .primi- 
' would aggravate his guilt, tive church, profeflion of 
Milton thought, that " mu- faith in Chrift, accredited by 
iual affettion was the eflence a holy life, was accounted 
of a matrimonial contract- a fufficient title to member- 
that, where the effence was Ihip, The ignorant and 
wanting, the form, the con- wicked, defiring to become 
tratt, was diJTolved, and the wife and. good, were ad- 
parties might feparate and mitted to a catechu men-flate, 
marry again. '* He did more, from which, after they had 
lie published, and republifh- been inftru&ed in the prin- 
ed on this article, yet, as he ciples of chriftianity, they 
did not reduce his principles proceeded to baptifm and 
to praftice, he was not ac- . church-fellow (hip. Were this 
counted reprehenfible in the primitive pra&ke revived, 
sye of the law. and put in the place of what- 
Church-government runs is ufually called fpeaking an 
on very erroneous principles experience, or were it made 
in this point of light. In preparatory to it, great good 
&me churches members are would probably follow. 'A 
admitted in infancy without congregation divided into 
Sny religious principles, and three claffes, con fitting - the 
. S ? one 



his hands every where beftowed beneficent gifts, 
and he even .fought occafions, when -they did nqt 
preferit themfelves. 2. He went by an engage- 
ment of ancient love, which he had made for this 
paralytick; his fecond favour flowed from his firft, 
nor would he leave his work imperfect. Thus it 
is faid, in regard to his difciples, hamng loved his 
own, which were in the world, he loved them to th& 
end. The bounty of Jefus Chrift refembles that 
of his eternal father, who calls, juftifies, and in 
the end glorifies thole, whom he firft predefti- 

natedj 

one of the church properly and deeply into thefe dreams, 
the fecond of catechumens pre- toil all night, and catch nothing^ 
paring for church-fellowihip paddle backward and for- 
^ and the third of children ward from Homer to Mofes, 
to be catechized- would not and 'from Mofes to Hefiod, 
be ill-governed. from Jerufalem to Babylon, 
4.' Principles are of con- and Egypt, and Rome, to 
fequence \ri preaching. Thus pattern a proverb, or match 
cine divine ' rants. " The a meaning, and all on what 
tenth 'book of -driftotL'-s principles? Why, forfooth! 
ethitsks, though he did not the language, cuiloms, and 
intend it, contains a _///, and fentiments of the 'biblical 
perfect par'aphrafe, or com- writers are fo far to be ad~ 
ment upon the firil pfalm mired, yea fo far to be m- 
liomer may confirm the ami- fitted, as they agree with thefe 
quity, and in fome degree the fupreme models of learning, 
truth> and the right under- and fentiment, and talte! 
'funding of the holy fcrlptures f he. prophet., that hath a dream, 
-God was pleafed to make let him till it as a dream: hut 
ftfe of the incomparable wit 'he, that hath my word, let him 
of Vir.gil to celebrate the fpeak my ward as it it. Is not 
coming of our Saviour The my word like fin? }er, xxiii. 
ancient -mythology was derived 28, 29. Truth, like fire, 
from fcripture, confirms fcvip- h,as properties of- its own;| 
tnre, and cannot be difmifled neither rieed paufe for a pat- 
without fome wrong to fcrip- tern from the truth and the 
ture." What preaching are fire of Greece. See Merit 
V/e to expefl from men adopt- Cafauhon's Letter to. Dr- 'PeM 
ing fuch principles as thefe!- Du Moulw, 1669. 

Some divines fell ferioufly 5. Principles' of religion 

-^- " - '-- ^ ' 



nated , and on this as on one of the principal foun- 
dations, S. Paul eftablifheth our hope for the fu- 
ture, God, having begun a good 'work in us, will 
perform it to the day of Chrift : and ellewhere, God 
is faithful, who hath called you to the fellowjhip of 
Ills fon. 3 It was by a principle of wifdom and 
foreknowledge, that Jefus Chrift fought this para- 
lytick patient in the temple, in order to teach him 
his duty, to fufnilh him with the means of doing 
it, and to give him a more particular knowledge 
of the friend, who had healed him , for he well 
knew, that a tender faith, fuch as that of this man 
was, had "need of frefh and continual aid, as a 
young plant needs a prop to fupport it againft 
winds and ilorms. 

In like manner, if you had to examine thefe 
words of Jefus Chrift to the Samaritan woman, 
Go and call thy hujband, John iv. You might 

ex- 



are effential to the mmifler of pofed principles of four forts 

Chrift. All churches acl as neceffary to a minifter. " I. 

If they thought an unprinci- Perfonal principles for the 

pled minifter a curie to his government of himfelf2. 

people, therefore all require Domejttck principles for- the 

real or pretended principles, management of his family 

A candidate for orders in the 3. Political principles for the 

eftabliftied- church is obliged regulation of his conduft to- 

to profefs, that he is moved ward thofe, who were <with- 

ly the holy Ghnft to take or- out And laftly, Official prin- 

ders ; and, if he afpire to be ciples for the execution of 

a bifhop, he is obliged to his miniftry," The firft are 

profefs, that he does not af- cognizable by God, the fe- 

pire to that honour, Nolo cond by his/w//y, the third 

Epifcopari. Among the pro- by government, and his neigh- 

teftant-drflenters a confeffion hours, the iaft by the church, 

of faith is ufually required over which by their own 

at ordination, that is, a pro- choice he ought to be ap- 

feffion of the minifter's own pointed overfeer, infpeftor, 

|e]igious principles is re- or bimop. Vid.<NJckol.Henf;- 

4ired, Our old divines fuj>- yingii Paftor, 



examine the intention of Jefus Chrift in this 
expreffion. (9) He did not fpeak thus, becaufe he . 
was ignorant what fort of a life this woman lived. 
He knew that, ^ to fpeak properly, Jhe had no 

hufband. 

(9) Confider the intention of as a maxim of Hilary, this 
y^fus Chrift. Jefus Chriit axiom, Intelligent! a diftarum 
often /poke obfcurely to his ex canfes fumenda eft diantis t 
difciples, and in parables, that is, from his fcope, de- 
His intention in fpeaking fo fign, or intention. S. Au- 
was the moft wife and bene- guftine enlarges on this ar- 
volent, that could be ima- tide in the fifth and tenth 
gined. Had he only defign- chapters of the third book de 
ed to inform his difcipies of doft. Chriilian. The writers 
truths, he would have deli- of fcripture had, ftri&ly 
vered his fentiments in the fpeaking, only one primary 
plaineft manner : but he in- principal meaning in what 
tended to exercife their minds, they wrote, and this \ve call 
to form in ttem a habit of the literal fenfe, fenfum lite- 
tbinking, refle&ing, and rea- ralem efTe, fays Aquinag, 
ibning, and fo to endear truths quern autor pracipue intendit. 
to them by giving them the Papal divines, fchpolmen, 
pleafure of difcovering them, and many protertants think, 
Laxarcth our friend Jleepetb there is a double meaning, 
Deftroy this temple Te Jh all fit more properly a twofold fenfe 
on twelve thrones judging the in fcripture, ^literal ZKd&mjf- 
tiuelve tribes, &c. Exera- tical meaning, and this lajl 
plum autem de templo re- they divide into Allegorical 
ilaurando, et de duodecim 1'ropolog!cal~an& AnagogicaL 
fedibus apoflolorum ea inttn? When a literal fenfe is tranf- 
tione a Chrifto prolatum eft, ferred to mwals, it is called 
ut defid.rium difcendi, ac ftu- 'Typological, as fhou Jhalt not 
4ium de -non intellects inquir muzzle, the. ox, when he tread- 
rendi, et interrogandi accende- eth out the corn. Deut. xxv. 4. 
ret. Ziegleri in Grotii de jure transferred by S. Paul to the 
lei. et pac. libros animad*verjt- fupport of minifters. I Cor. 
ones. lib. iii. cap.i. ix. 9, 10. A transfer is ana,' 
It is a well known maxim gogicaJ, when it regards eter- 
of lawyers, Prior et potentior nallife. Some divines think, 
eft mens Attain vox dicextis ; and thefe diftinftions futile, and 
divines early adopted it as a call them allegory, concern- 
rule of inveftigating fcrip-, ing which they direct. I. 
ture. Nicholas de Lyra (ad Let your allegory haveym/>- 
fp/. xyiii. Denteron.) quotes, ture authority, 2. Content 



jhufband. It was then, i. A word of trial \ for thfc 
Lord faid this to give her an opportunity of mak- 
incr a free confeffion, I have no kujband. 2. It 
was alfo a word of kind reproof > for he intended 
to convince her of the fin in which (he lived. 3. It 
was alfo a word of grace; for the cenfure tended 
to the woman's confolation. . 4, It was farther, 
a word Qtivifdom; for our Lord intended to take 

occafion 

yourfelf with fuch an appUca- The Intention of the fpeaker 
tion as fcripture makes of it. is alfo of great confequence 
Allegories prove nothing, in obtaining the true fenfe 
Fbeologia fymbolica non eft ar- of proverbial expreffions 
gumentativa, dquin. apud general obfer<vatiom c, &C. 
Keckerman. Rbet. lib. i, cap. For example. 
7.3. Prov. xviii. 22. Wbofo 
'Intention is of the Utmoft foideib a 'wife, find- th a good 
importance in cafuiftry, or thing, Whofo findeth a. wife 
confcience-law. An excel- . prudent cho/le wife,^ find- 
lent critick obferves that eth a blejfing, indeed : but if 
" y^ppa and <nnv\iA ftand a wife poifefs contrary qua- 
diftinguiflied in fcripture lities, the finder, I fancy, 
from each 6ther that the will not think her a good 
firft is confined to the gram- thing, although prudence 
matical, or literal fenfe of may keep him from faying 
the law, and the laft is put fo. 

for the mind and intention of Pfalm Iv. 23. Deceitful 

the lawgiver that Ariftotle men jhall not live out half 

often ufes ^pa^p*]* for their days; that is, yowedeceit- 

witten laws in oppofition to ful men (hall not. 

the nuill of "the governor cxxviii. 3. The wife of-the 

that he calls it afoolifa thing man, who fear eth the Lord, 

for a governor to follow fir iftly jhall be as a fruitful vine, and 

a written law DeRepub. lib. his children like olive-plants. 

iii. 15. that Cic'ero alfo op- That is, temperance and 

pofes the letter of the law &.%&.\ty generally produce po- 

againft the intention of the pulation. 

law-maker. De Invent, i. xxxvii. 25. I, who am old, 

3 8 that law fpeaks of things never faw the feed of the rigb- 

in general terms, without tews begging bnad. It is not 

accommodating them to common to fee induflrious fa- 

particul&r cafes, &c." Ls milies, who alfo are beloved, 
hrc.Suf,t9Kam.Mat,v.i f j.~ and therefore aiSfted by the 

cha- 
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occafion at this meeting to difcover himfelf to her" 
and more clearly to convince hety that he had a 
perfect knowledge of $11 the fecrets of her life 
as he prefently proved by faying, tbou baft well 
/aid, I bd*ve no hufband, for tbou haft bad Jive buf- 
bands, find be, wbom tbou now baft, is not tby buf- 
(i) 

Were 



charitable, reduced to beg- 



Prov. xxii. 6. Tr^in up a 
child in the <waj h? JhouU gc ; 
and *when he i: dd he, will not 
depart from it. Pious prin- 
ciples inftilled in youth fel- 
dom fail of operating in old 
age. 

I Cor. x. 33. / ftrive to 
pleafe all the men, of whom I 
have been fpeaking, in all 
lawful, and expedient things. 
Gal. i. 10. If I pie a fed men 
by preaching another gofpel, 
/ jhould not be the ferw&nt of 
Chrift. 

(i) Woman of Samaria. Bi- 
fhop Maffillon has a fermon 
on delaying converfion, from 
the fame paffage, Mr. C. 
fpeaks of the principles of 
GhrijPs words to the woman. 
The bifbop treats of the wo- 
man's principles in her an- 
fwers. " 1^ remark (fays he) 
three principal excufes, which 
. Ihe makes ufe of to avoid ac- 
cepting the merciful offers of 
Jefus Chrift. i. An excufe 
cfftation, or condition. She 
is a woman of Samaria, and 
therefore forbidden to grant 
what the Saviour afked of 
her, bow is it that thoit - - * 



ajkeft <vjattr of me, 'who am a. 
<vj'j?nan of Samaria? ;2. An 
excufe on account of the dif- 
ficulty 5 the ivell is deep, and 
there is nothing to draw with, 
Finally, an excufe on ac- 
count of the great variety of 
opinions, which made it doubt- 
ful whether flie fhouid wr- 
Jhip 'With her fathers in that 
mountain, or, as the Jews 
faid, at Jerufalem t Let us hear 
ourfelves in this woman. The 
excufes, which (he oppofes 
againft the .grace of Jefus 
Chrift, are fuch as we every 
dayoppofe againft it. We pre- 
tend to find in ovirftations of 
life reafons for a worldly con- 
duct. We can form excufes 
concerning difficulty, for we 
frame an impracticable idea 
of virtue. In fine, we find 
in pretended uncertainties, and 
contradictions concerning 
doctrines, and rules of life, 
motives .of fecurity, which 
calm our confciences in the 
commiflion of the moft mani- 
feft crimes. Let us confound 
thefe three excufes by open- 
ing the hiftory of our gofp^;.' 
Ma/. Ser. Careme, torn* & 
S, iroificme* 



Were you going to explain the ninth verfe of 
the firft of A6ts, where it is faid, When Jefus 'was 
taken up> his difciples beheld him, it would be pro- 
per to remark the fehtiments of the difciples in 
that moment, and to (hew from what principles 
proceeded that attentive and earneft looking 
after their divine mailer, while he afcended to 
heaven, (2) 



(z) The apoftles looked after 
Jefus with lively fentiments. 
BoM (ia$eiv<> OTJ nou P&MVTES 

opavtxv rov dvaGaivovTct, SX, KI P OV 
mi emupruv ; OMOVVOV TS ^ir'Jt 
cm VEIVOV xaj x- 
TOJ/TO & earl- 
ifev fo - 
mi 
OTI 



sv 



ifiov yap 5wo 

a Si a TOU 

oumj. &c. John i. 
51. Aft t i. 10. Gbryfoft.orat: 
tn afcevfwnem D. N. L C. torn, 
v. oral. 87. 

Interpreters have been 
g reatl > embarraffedin recon- 
cil ! n g what S. Luke fas 



es out as far as to Bethany > 
he faffle g 



mi T8? y eX8 5 TS EOU v- wri/rfl ^ / ?w rt0ffs/1 Olivet. 

Gcuvovraf KM itaTaGaivovTdtj B ut olivet, fays Mr. D& 

TJ TOV woV TS avSpoTTS' Toioy- Beaufobre, was fituated be- 

TOV yap TUV epuvrwv TOE&OJ* tweeh Bethphage and Betha 

TOV #a<pop ava^vouiriv^ ny, and our Lord afcended 

tspoha/jiaviiffi TJIV CT^O- ^om that part of the moun- 

W T jj jovjji & TSTO - tain which lay nextBethany, 

uatvoy fo tht thers is 

tion 

counts, for they mean the* 

^ ^ ^Uen de 
. Net. et Gent. **t Bafnage 
ore 



wpam 
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, u 

CONSIDER CONSEQUENCES. (3) 

Thus, when you explain the dodrine of God's 
mercy, it is expedient (at leaft fometimes.) to re- 

mark 



(3) Olferve eonfequences* 
By this method Silvanus, an 
ancient abbot of a monaftery, 
convinced a travelling monk 
of his erroneous notions of 
two paffages of holy fcrip- 
ture. The (lory is this. 



&c. A cer- 

tain brother came to the con- 
vent at mount Sinai, and, 
finding the monks all at 
work, mook his head, and 
faid to the abbot, Labour not 
for the meat) that perijheth. 
[John vi. 27.] Mary cbofe the 
good part. [Luke x, 42.] Za- 
chary, faid the old abbot to 
his fervant, give the brother 
a book, and mew him into a 
cell. There fat the monk 
alone all day long. At night, 
wondering that nobody had 
called him to dinner, he goes 
to the abbot. Father, fays 
he, don't the brethren eat 
to day ? yes, replied the 
abbot, they have eaten plen- 
tifully. And why, added 
the monk, did you not call 
me? Becaufe, brother, re- 
plied the abbot, you are a 
fpiritual man, and have no 
need of carnal food. For our 
parts, God help us! we are 
carnal, we are obliged to 



eat, and therefore we work : 
but you, brother! you have 
chofen the good part, you fit 
and read all day long, and 
are above the want of meat, 
that perijhetb. Pardon me, 
father, I perceive my miftake. 
I do, fubjoined the old man: 
but remember, Martha is as 
neceffary a chriftian as 
Mary." Apotkeg. patrum. : 
Cotelerii Ecclefi<s Gr<sc<s mo- 
nument. torn. i. 

Reafoning by illation, in-' 
duftion, and confequences, 
is a fair method of arguing: 
but it requires the utmoft 
caution to reafon accurately 
in this way. All inferences 
have fome evidence, or no 
evidence, fome probability, 
or no probability, a flight 
prefumptioh, of a clear de 
monftration according to the 
falfehood, inanity, probabi- 
lity, or certainty of ail the 
premifes, from which they 
are drawn. Thus an infe- 
rence drawn from many pre- 
fumptive premifes may have 
a high degree of moral cer- 
tainty, the inference con- 
taining in one aggregate Ann 
all the evidence of the pre- 
fumptive premifes, from 

which it is drawn, /* #" 
getber. 



mark the good and lawful ufes, which we ought 
to make of it. Thefe ufes are to renounce our- 

felves 



Inference thus re- under an abfolute and formal 

fembles the income of a lord obligation, in point of pru-i 

of a manor j for his fortune dence and of intereft, to aft 

is the aggregate of many upon that preemption or 

fmall farms and quit-rents low probability, though it 

paid by a great number of be fo low as to leave the 

poor copyholders, and te- mind in very great doubt 

nants; or, it refembles the which is the truth." Bf. 

clear call of a minifter to the Butler's Analogy. Introduction. 

paftoral office made up of a Dr. Watts gives an exam- 

large majority of feparate pie of inductive reafoning. 

votes. " The doctrine of the Soci? 

" Probable evidence, fays nians cannot be proved from 

one of our bed reafoning di- the gofpels, it cannot be 

vines, is e/Tentially diftin- proved from the'Acts of the 

guiftied from demonftrative apoftles, it cannot be proved 

by this, that it admits of from the epiftles, nor the 

degrees; and of all variety book of revelations, therefore 

of them, from the higheft it cannot be proved from the 

moral certainty to the very new teftament." 'The Soci- 

loweft prefumption - - That nians deny the conclusion by 

the flighteft poflible prefump- difputing the premifes. The 

tion is of the nature of a pro- Dr. adds, " This fort of ar- 

bability, appears from hence; gument is often defective, 

that fuch low prefumption becaufe there is not due care 

often repeated will amount taken to enumerate all the 

even to moral certainty - - - particulars on which the con- 

In queftions of difficulty, or clufion Ihould depend," and, 

fuch as are thought fo, where , may we not add, becaufe the 

more fatisfactory evidence particulars enumerated are 

cannot be had, or is not feen ; not fuffidently afcertained? 

if the refult of examination Logick, iii. 2, 7. 

be, that there appears upon Here are three remarkable 

the whole, any the loweft modern intlances, mentioned 

prefumption on one fide, and in a book now before me, 

none on the other, or a which the learned author did 

greater prefumption on one me the honour of fending as a 

fide, though in theloweftde- prefent (a moft valuable one 

gree greater ; this determines it is) a few days ago. " The 

the queftion, even in matters fubveriion of freedom was the 

of Speculation, and, in mat- evidentpurpofeof Mr. Hume 

fers of practice, will lay us in writing tbehtfleryofEn^- 

'' T 2 land, 



felves--to be fenfible'of our infinite obligations to 
Qod, who pardons fo many fins with fo much 

bounty 

land. I fear we may with without any feeming view to 
too much juflice affirm the the truth of the fads record- 
fubverfion of chriftianity ed, but to the eftablimtnent 
to be the objeft of Mr. of which the -hiftorian ap, 
Gibbon in wriring the pears, through every fpecies; 
kiftoty of the dulhts and of mifreprefentation, to have 
fall of the Roman empire, zealoufly dire&ed his forced 
Mr. Lindfey affirms, that This is a golden remark, 
the fathers of the firft three and of infinite ufc in theolo- 
centuries, and confequently gical controverfy, as th$ 
all chriftian people for up- writer of this decifive refu- 
wnrd of three hundred years tation of Mr. Lindfey has 
after Chrift till the council moil fully ihewn. Inquiry 
pf Nice, were generally uni- into the belief of the Chrijiians ; 
-tarians." Thefe are bold at- of the firft three Centuries, n- 
tempts. By vvhat means 'do /petting the one Godhead of the, 
thefe gentlemen intend to Father, Son, and Holy Gkojt* 
eftablifh their thefes, and y William Burgh, Efq. 
effed their ends? A Hctle Natural conferences are 
fubveriion does all. Inftead very beautiful. John viii, 
of beginning by afcertaining 14. Though I bear record of 
fafts, and then proceeding to ffl}felf> yet my record is true, 
deduce fair inferences, begin 42. If God 'were your fa- 
\>y afTu'ming an inference, ther, ye would love me. 46. 
and then accommodate facts If I fay the truth', why do ye. 
to your affumption, and your not believe me ? ix. 16. How, 
work will be done. Hear can a man, that is a jinner, 
our excellent author, do fuch miracles? ft. If' 
" Whatever occurs in the this man were not of God, he, 
ancient writers of hillory of could do nothing- Heb. ii. 2> 
a fpeculacive nature, we find 3. If the word fpoken by an*. 
to be an inference from a faft gels was ftedfaft, and every 
ftated, without any feeming Iranjgrejfioh received ajuft re- 
yiew to the d'eduftion, but ward, how Jhall we ejcape, if- 
. to the unadulterated reprefen- we neghtt a falvation fpoken, 
tation of which the hiftorian by the Lord, &c. &c, 
Appears ' to have reiigioufly " If true religion lie much 
Attended. Whatever occurs in the affeRions* f"ch means 
Jn modern writers of hillory are to be defired as have 
of a narrative nature, we much of a tendency to move 
find to be an inference from the affeftions. Such books, 
$ fyflem previpafly affumed, and fuch at way, of preaching 

'"'* " ; ' ' " : - " " i - v ' 
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bountyto cbnfecrate ourfelves entirely to his 
fervice, as perfons over whom he has acquired a 
new right and to labour inceffantly for his glory 
jn gratitude for what he has done for our falva- 

fion. (4) 

You 

the word, and adminiftration Natural confluence and 

of ordinances, and fuch a lawful affumption may be 

way of worihipping God in joined. Thus, one of our 

prayer, and tinging praifes, moftrefpe&able divines, nar- 

js much to be defired, as has rating the ftate of the non- 

a tendency deeply to aftedt conformiits in the reign of 

the hearts of thofe who at- Charles II. and bellowing 

jend the means." Dr. Jo- duly merited praife on their 

yatb. Edwards on Religious extenfive labours, adds,? 
4ffetions, p. I. 

(Confequential Reafoning,) 
" If they through many a marp inclement hlaft 
The painful period of their labours. pafs'd, 
Shall we relax our toils, when peace profound 
Reigns all abroad, and funbeams blaze around ? 

( ' ^Jfiimpti've Reafoning.) 

But mould we '(for who knows what ftorms may rife, 
What fudden thunders make both earth and ikies ?) 
Be try'd like thefe confeffors, let us dare 
The fierceft wrath and heavieft doom to bear ; 
For Chriji, for confcience wealth and eafe refign. 
No frowns, no terrors in their caufe decline." 

This, as all the other publi- ing of a word, that is the 
cations of this truly worthy theological, juridical fenfe of 
fervant of God, is the Ian- it, and fo on. How often, 
guage of a fair reafoner and has Littleton's Latin difti- 
an upright man. Dr. Gib- onary led boys at fchool into, 
ions in Mr. Palmer's Edit, of bad Latin and Englifti ! For. 
Qalamy. example. " Mifericors mer- 
(fi'The doElrine of God's ciful, pitiful, compaffionate, 
tnercy. A dictionary com- tender-hearted. Mitis, man- 
piled on accurate principles fuetus. Cicero. 1 ' Homuncio 
Would affix a great number mifericors would be a. very pi- 
pfdiitindl ideas to each term, tiful fellow, and a Tufcan, 
and would inform us, this Lady would be a very unfner*- 
is the literal feftfe of a term, ciful vixen, although me 
that is the metonymical fenfe were Mauris mltior anguib^us. 

9fU, thisisthe/o^/rmean- (See Horat. Ode x. L. iii.j 

" 4 " '- - - 



You may alfo obferve the falfe and pernicious 
confequenees, which ungrateful and wicked men, 
who fin that grace may abound, pretend to derive 
from this doctrine. They fay, we are no longer 

to 



I do not blame the di&ionary Watts'spfalms and hymn 
above-mentioned, it is a mated chriftian worfhip," for 
good one; nor do I wim to lo! Bailey's dictionary fays, 
fee one compiled on thefe to animate is to enliven or 
principles, for it would con- quicken, now who can give 
ft of too many folios to lie life, and quickens, dead ibul 
within my reach. I only but Jefus Chrift? See be 
mean to remind a ftudent loved, the fecond of Ephe- 
ef. divinity that werds are fians, and verfe the firft ! 
neceflarily vague and equi- To return, our belt di&io- 
vocal that dictionaries and naries are neceflarily vague, 
lexicons are precarious helps " Mercy, fays Dr. johnfon, 
^that each ftudent of an art tendernefs ; goodnefs; pity; 
or fcience fhould acquaint willingnefs to fpare and fave; 
'i.imfeif wjth that fenfe of clemency ; mildnefs ; un-r 
terms, which belongs to bis willingnefs to punifh ; par- 
e<wn profeffion, left he ihould don j difcretion." Here this 
fali into fuch a miftake as laborious and accurate corn- 
that divine did, who pub- piler is obliged to leave the 
lifted a book to prove the word in a general meaning, 
late do&or Gill worfe than illuftrated by a few pertinent 
an Arminian, becaufe he had examples, 
affirmed, " a man is ,to be Divines diftinguifh the 
juftifed for renouncing in- mercy of God from his love. 
fant-baptifm." The Dr. ' God, who is rich in MERCY, 
ufed the word in its popular for his great LOVE, where- 
fenfe, the zealot took it in 'with he loved us, quickened us 
a theological fenfe, and faid with Chrift. Rph. ii. 4, $ 
the Dr. held juftijicaiion not The caufe's of our falvation 
by good works : but by that are mercy and love. 1 lhall 
wicked work immerfion. give you the diftin&ion be- 
Ergo Dr. Gill was an Antino- tween mercy and love. The 
ynian. The fame perfon pub- objeft of love is the creature 
Jifhed another book to prove fimply, the object of mercy 
J)r. Watts, and Dr. Dod- is the creature fallen into 
dridge dangerous innovators, mifery. Parents love their 
and heterodox divines for children: but if they befallen 
prefuming to fay, " Dr, into mifery love works in a 
*" ' - ' ''-' 



io .confide* juftice now we ate under, grace, "the 
more we fin the more God will be glorified in par- 
doning us this mercy will endure all the time of 
our lives, and therefore it will be enough to ap- 
ply to it at the hour of death with many more 
fuch falfe confequences, which muft be both clearly 
ftated, and fully refuted* (5) 

It 

$ay of pity." &c. Dr. gives, fins '(ubjeft is largely 
Goodwin, torn, i, fir. x. Ej>b. difcufled by Dr. Good-win* 
li, 5, &c. vol. V. part \\. Evangelical, 

Agreeably to this notion, or Goffel-hoHnefs. 
mercy, when put for the love (5) State and refute falfe 
of God, fignifies undeferved confequences drawn from the 
love, and by a figurative tour dottrine ef divine mercy. On. 
it may iignify pardon to the what occafions it is proper to 
guilty. Luke xviii. 13. God do fo Mr. Claude will fliew 
be merciful to me a finner! prefently. Here we only ob- 
" I cry you mercy for fufpett- ferve, that falfe confequences 
ing a fryar." i. e. I beg par- deferve different treatment 
don. Dryden. By another according to the different 
tour it may Iignify pity to fources, from which they pro- 
one in diftrefs, without the ' ceed. If malice affix confe- 
idea of demerit. Happy is quencestoanydoftrine, with- 
lie, that hath mercy on the out the leaft regard to truth, 
poor. Prov. xiv, 21. By and with a malevolent defign 
another tour it may fignify of afperfmg thofe, who be- 
dtfcretion. Hie at your mercy, lieve it, a good man would 
Thy mercy t O Lord! is in not go beyond the demerit 
the heavens. Pfal. xxxvi. 5. of fuch a flanderer were he to 
Vague as the term is, and imitate a Jefuit, mentioned 
more proofs that it is fo I by Dr. Owen, who fully an- 
need not adduce, it has given fvvered his opponent by only 
occafion to much contro- writing at the end of each of 
verfy, which probably would his detracting periods, men- 
be diminilhed, if not entire- tiris impudentijfime. If ho- 
ly fuperfeded by a definition neft inquifuive ignorance'uiki 
of terms. The doftrine of falfe conclufions, it will be 
mercy, in Mr. Claude's fenfe, neceflary at leaft to try to in- 
is that account of the difplay form fuch well-meaning per- 
of the love of God in re- fons, as may be pofiefled 
demptiori, which the Calvi- with it. If we have given 
fyftem of divinity o.ccafion by abftrufe language, 

by 



It is much the fame with the do&ririe 6f the 
fefHcacious grace of the holy Ghoft in our conver- 
fion, for the juft and lawful confequences, which 
are drawn from it are, i. ThatTuch is the great- 
iiefs of our depravity, it can be rectified only by 
almighty aid 2. That we mould be humble, be- 
caufe there is nothing good in us 3. That we 
ftiould afcribe all the glory of our falvation to 
God, who is the only author of it-~4. That we 
muft adore the depths of the great mercy of out 
God, who freely gave his holy fpirit to convert 
us. (6) 

You 



by odd affociations of ideas, the Dr. fo explains himfelf 

by violent tempers, or by in- in the whole place referred 

nocent circumftances, for to as to preclude them. Sup- 

falfe confequences, it will pofe a preacher to utter fuch 

be glorious to retraft, and an unguarded fentence in a 

amend. ' It would be eafy to fermon, and to leave it un- 

exemplify all thefe : but the explained, could he blame 

laft only mall be attended to auditors for inferring llrange 

now, in an example from confequences? I trow not! 

Dr. Goodwin. Goodwin on Epk, ii. 5. <i/o/. ii 

" God hath laid up pro- (6) Efficacious grace. Our 

portions of mercy for the author has explained himfelf 

wicked as a ftock, which before, vol. i. p. 106, aiid 

when [being] fpent, they are following pages, to which 

broken, 'tis not fo with the we have added a few thoughts 

godly." A circumftance un- page 108, note 3. 

favourable to this proportion The nature and operation 

is, it is put in' the index of of that divine power, which 

a folio volume, and officially is effentially necefTary to fal- 

ought to contain the fub- vation under the name of 

fiance of what is advanced grace, has ever been a fubjedfc 

in the page, to which it re- of controverfy among di- 

fers. The propofition, as it vines j and, when peace is 

ftands here, is incomplete, preferved, the controverfy is 

partial, exceptionable, and edifying. Let penalties and 

open to many falfe confe- cenfures, and evil difpofitions 

quences. Yet none of thefe withdraw, and controverfy 

feeming inferences ought to may become a privilege to 

be drawn from it, becaufe chriftians. Thefe, and 'not 

mere 



C 

You mini remark at the fame tirtie the a 
and falfe confequences, which infidioils fophifters 
draw from -this doctrine, as that, fince the conver- 
fion of men is by the almighty power of God, it 
is needlefs to preach his word ; and to addrefs ta 
them on God's part exhortations, promifes, and 
threatnirtgs that it is in vain to tell a firmer, it is 
his duty to turn to. God> as without efficacious 
o-race (which does not depend upon the fmner) 
he cannot, do itthat it has a tendency to make 
men negligent about their falvation to tell them, 

. it 



mere fpeculative 
have done all the mifchief. 
In the fifth century, S. Au~ 
guftine and Pelagius difputed 
this } doftririe. Caflian the 
monk, the father of the Se- 
mipelagians, {truck out a 
middle way, and each had , 
abundance of followers. In 
the ninth century the fub- 
jeft was controverted again. 
On the Auguftinian fide were 
Godefchalcus, Ratramn, Pru- 
dentius, Lupus, ,Florus, 
Remi j and on the oppofice 
fide of the queftion were Ra- 
banus, Hincmar, Amalarius, 
John Seotus, and' others. 
The difpute produced fe- 
Veral eoundls, and many 
fcandalons cbnfequences. In 
the fixteenth century the zeal 
of Michael Baius, a' doftor 
& the univerfity of Louvain, 
ftarted ^ this fubjeft again, 
Dr. Baius, whofe oracle was 
S. Auguftine,. was followed 
y the Dominicans, Augiif- 
tinesi Janfenifts, and others; 
the Jefuits and the popes took, 
VOL, II. 



the bppofite fide. Cohtro- 
verlies on this fubjecl: pro- 
duced, no very remarkabld 
confuiions in the reformed 
churches till the feventeenth 
century. Then the fubjeel: 
was ftarted again, Arminiu's 
and Gomar took different 
fides, divines divided with 
them, fublapfarianifm and 
fupralapfarianifm) freewill 
and freegrace were debated* 
and in 1618 decided, as 
councils decide, in the fy- 
nod of Dprt. The ' fynod 
enafled what they pleafedj 
and people continued to 
think as they thought before. 

It fhould feeiiij all difpu- 
tants on this, and on the 
other fubjefts connected with 
ft, may be arranged in three 
claffes. In die fir fir we place 
thofe, who deny the whole 
Calviriiftick fyftem, (fo w& 
may venture to call it now.) 
concerning grace and de- 
crees. In a'fecbrid we put 
thofe, who admit, affirm^ 
and attempt to explain this 

U fyftem 
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It does not depend on their power. Thefe, 
fuch like abufes, muft be propofed and folidly r 
futed. (7) 

Moreover, 

. fyftem in all its parts, and to for Philiftines ; yea it has 
reconcile the whole to the been fet up as a mark to be 
received notions of the loweft ihot at out of God's place, 
capacities. In a third we the pulpit, and puritanifm, 
place thofe, who take a cool fet up as a ftalking-horfe to 
medium by affirming at the ftand behind, while they 
fame time God's free grace moot through the loyns of 
and man's free agency, as it." Dr. Goodwin's Serm, m 
both declared in fcripture, Zepl. ii. 1, 2, 3. 
and by considering the con- This practice is not yet 
ciliation of them as a myfiery obfolete ; for of late the doc- 
incomprehenfible to us, and trine of regeneration, held 
not neceflary to be perfectly by all Chnftians, has beca 
underftood in our prefent difguifed, and ridiculed on 
ftate. The laft clafs were the ftage in a fenfelefs thing, 
called in the fixteenth cen- called the Minor, by Foote. 
tury Synergifts. Melanfthon Here buffoonery is in cha- 
ftruck out this plan, Strige- rafter : but how eafily could 
lius, George Major, Paul I exemplify it from caricatura 
Eber, and others purfued it, fermons preached in chriftian 
and numbers have followed congregations, and printed 
them. See Boyle Synergijts. for the publick edification - - 
Mojheim Cent. xvi. S. iii. part by A - - - and B - - - and 
ii, vol. iv. C - - and fo on to the end 

(7) Refute the fallacious rea- of the alphabet ? 
finings of infidious fopbijlers. I am forry to be obliged to 
Many have taken the liberty add, fome very good men, 
to attribute confequences to and worthy minifters of 
do&rines, which they, who Chrift, in other refpefts, have 
taught them, never drew, repeatedly affirmed, that mi- 
One of our old divines com- nilters ought not to exhort 
plains of this. " Godlinefs, fmners to believe and repent 
under the fufpicion of being evangelically. What was 
a fpy, is every where flopped, fome few years ago called tt>t 
examined, yea and fome- modern queftion met with 
times whipt out of town for more difcuffion than fuch a 
a runagate. Like Sampfon, queftion deferved. That 
it has been brought upon whole controverfy lay in* 
Stages, which are often the confufion of ideas, a mil- 

Devils pulpits, to make fport conftruftion of terms, and a 

violent 



C 

Moreover, this method mnft be taken, when 
you have occafion .to treat of the doctrines of 
election and reprobationthe propitiatory facrifice 
of Chrift's blood and, in general, almoft all re- 
ligious fubjects require it ; for there is not one of 
them all, which is not fubjeft to, ufe and abufe. 
Take care, however, when you propofe thefe goocl 
and bad confequences, that you do it properly, 
and when an occafion naturally prefents itfelf; for 
were they introduced with any kind of affectation 
and force, it muft be difagreeable. (8) 



violent attachment to firigle (9) Prevent tad confe- 

words, and unconnected fen- quences. I wim I had room 

tences of fcripture. See vol. to tranflate an example or 

i, page 193. note 5. two from Monfteur Saurin, 

(8) Do not introduce confu- in abridging, I am a warn 

tations without mcefftty. The how much I difguife him : 

fix following canons are laid but neceffity has no law ! In 

down by Urfin, Zepper, and a fermon on Hof. xiii. 9. 

Keckerman. " 1. Labour Ifrael thou haft deftroyedthy- 

more to confirm truth, than felf, he undertakes to prove 

to fupprefs error, and never that the deftruction of every 

refute errors, except when finner proceeds from him- 

your text requires you to do felf. As Mr. S. believed the 

fo. 2. Let obfolete errors fame doctrines, that Mr. 

alone. 3. Derive your con- Claude held, it was necef- 

firmations and refutations fary for him to extricate his 

from your text. 4. Expofe doftrine from fuch difficul- 

thofe modern errors only, ties, as are fuppofed to fol- 

from which your auditors low the doftrine of decrees. 

are in danger. 5. Refute In order to this, he neither 

errors in a tranquil, placid on the one hand leaves the 

manner, free from all vio- do&rine expofed to falfe con- 

lence and bitternefs, and'fo fequences, nor on the other 

convince your auditors that denies the doctrine itfelf; 

you aim to promote the glory on the contrary he declares, 

of God, and the falvation of that not only as a ChriiHan, 

your people. 6. Refute the, but even as a philofopher he 

principal errors of oppo- believes predeftination, for 

nents : but do not aim to with him prefcience and, pre- 

difcufs them all." Ksckerman, ordination are the fame thing. 

t, led. lib, i, cafr o. He thinks, nobody will deny, 

\J z that 
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In general, then, this way of good and bad con- 
fcqnences ought to be ufed, when there is reafon 
to fear Ibme may infer bad coniequences ; and 

when 



that God forefaw the ifiue, 
to which all things would be 
brought in the end, and con- 
feqacnfly that not preventing 
was allowing- and appoint- 
ing them. He proceeds to 
lament the vanity of human 
curioiity in pretending to 
pry into that, to which the 
fhailownefs of every man's 
capacity might remind him 
he is not equal. He owns, 
that hirafelf is not able to 
comprehend the matter. 
6< But (adds he) there is no- 
thing in this inability to 
countenance the infuks of in- 
fidels, or the fern pies of the 
timorous. I can imagine 
only two ways to fatisfy an 
Inquirer in this matter. One 
would be to give you a com- 
plete idea of the decrees of 
God, to compare them ex- 
aclly with the difpofmons of 
finners, and to make it ap- 
pear by that comparifon that 
dinners were not neceflitated 
to commit thofe crimes, 
which caufe their eternal de- 
iiruciion. But this way is 
far . above oar capacities. 
Marry have undertaken it, 
and, although- we would net 
refuie to their piety the 
pcaifes, which are due to it, 
yet, rnethinks, we owe this 
teinmqny to the truth, that 
they have not yet fully fa- 
iised ail the objections,, to 



which the fubjed is liable. 
I fay more, without pretend- 
ing to prophecy I may yen- 
ture to foretell, this never 
can be done; becaufe it 
would be drawing conclu- 
iions from unknown pre- 
mifes. Who can boail of 
knowing all the arrangement, 
all the extent, all the com- 
binations of God's decrees ? 
The depth of thefe decrees, 
the obfcure manner, in which 
the fcripture fpeaks of them, 
and (if I may be allowed to 
fay fo.) the darknefs with 
which they have often been 
covered by attempts to eclair-: 
cife them, place them infi- 
nitely beyond our reach. But 
there is a fecond way, that 
is to refer the matter to the 
decifion of a being, whofe 
wifdom and truth cannot be 
fufpefted ; we may fafely be- 
lieve, his tefiimony is beyond 
all exception, and his con- 
clujioa an infallible oracle. 
We know a being infinitely 
capable of deciding this 
queilion, and who indeed has 
decided it. It is God. To 
his glorious Majefty I ven- 
ture to put this queftion. 

The eternal deftiny of _ my 
foul, before I had a being, 
does it force my will ? Do. 
what they call in the fchools 
predelHnation, and reproba- 
tion deftroy. this proposition. 
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when they feem to flow from the text itfelf j fo* 

in this cafe they ought to be prevented and re- 
futed, and contrary conferences oppofed againft 
them. (9) 

if I perim, my damnation his juil complaints concern- 
proceeds only from myfelf? ing the vices of men, and in 
Remove this difficulty my his compaffionate attention 
God, and take off entirely to human miferies, 0! if 
the vail, with which this Ifrael had hearkened unto me! 
interefting truth is covered, if thou. hadji known in this thy 
Let us fuppofe, God makes jay, &c. he has anfwered 
us this anfvver. The narrow- this by his.exprefs affurances, 
nefs of your mind renders that he defaeth not the death of 
this matter inconceivable to ajinner, that he is not willing 
you ; it is impoffible, that wy jbould perijb, but that all 
finite creatures, like you, Jhould come, &c. he has an- 
ftould be able to underftand fwered this by the comfort- 
the extent of my decrees, able ideas, which he has 
and to fee what connections given us of his mercy, long- 
they have with the deftiny of fuffering, and patience, Rom. 

my creatures. I only fully ii. 4, 5. Finally he-has 

know them. I declare, then, given this anfwer exprefsly 
that none of my decrees offer in our text, &c. v 
violence to any of my crea- If the firft way be entirely 
tures, and that your deftruc- clofed, the fecond is entirely 
tion can come only from open : but men love to take 
yourfelves. Have patience ; an oppofite way, they leave 
you fhairone day perfectly things revealed, and rafhly 
know what now you cannot pretend to dive into fecret 
comprehend, and you mall things - - in vain the finner 
then fee with your own eyes feeks in reprobation what 
what you now fee only with flows only from his own de- 
mine. Ceafe then to anti- pravity. Thou Lord doft 
cipate a period, which my not fay to thy creatures? Yield, 
wifdom defers, and laying yield miferable wretches to 
aficle fpeculation devote your- my fupreme will, which de- 
felves to praftice. - - - Had coys you into fin, in order 
God explained himfelf in this to plunge you into .mifery, 
manner, would it not be the unto which from all eternity 
height of raftinefs and info- I have ordained you. Thou 
lence to doubt this teftimony, Lord openeft thy benevolent 
and to defire more light on arms to us, thou u-feft the 
the fubjecT: ? Now, we affirm, propereft motives to affeft 
CJpd has given this anfwer in. , intelligent fpirits, thou 

openeft 



XIV. 

REFLECT ON THE END PROPOSED IN AN Ex- 
PRESSION OR AN ACTION, (i) 

Although this is not very different from the way 
of principles, of which we have already fpoken : 
yet it may afford a variety in difcuffing them. 

'If, 

opened to us the gates of ever bullied into believing ? 

Jieaven, and, if we be loft Let our moderation be known 

among fo many means of be- unto all men, the Lord is at 

ing faved, to thee will belong hand. 

frgbteotifnefs, to us fhame and (l) Refleft on ends propofed. 

vmfujton of face. Wilt thou Reflections of this kind are 

liot fay to us, Ifrael, thou of great confequence to mi- 

&aft deflroyed thyfelf? v *Sur nifters. I, In compefing fer~. 

la caufe de la perte des pecbei&s, mons: > Qr donation fermons 

2om.ix. very properly turn on rthe 

I truft, I {hall be forgiven d.efign of God in appointing 3 

for inferring this. long extracl, ftanding gofpel miniftry - 

when it is remembered what on the aims of bad, and of 

numbers of all parties, like good men in entering on the 

Tertullian, begin their de- office, and fo on Funeral 

fences of their doctrines by fermons are frequently com- 

abufmg people, calling them pofed on this plan the de- 

Itard names, and delivering fign of God in afflictive pro- 

them over to the devil. How videnees the defigns of mi- 

could that champion think nifters in celebrating the 

to convert Marcion by fuch praifes of the deceafed, and 

language as that, with which fo on Faft- fermons, tbankf- 

he begins the fifth chapter of giving, and commemoration- 

his fecond book. you. dogs! fermons are often with great 

O canes! quos foras apojlolus propriety compofed on the 

expellit latra-ntes in Deum *ueri- fpecial views, and defigns, 

latis, h&cfunt argument atiomcm of each. 
fffa qu(S obroditts. Si Dens 2. Attention to fcope, end, 

bonus, et prefcius futtiri, &c. and defign is neceffary to the 

There is no fuch thing as be- underftanding of the fenfe of' 

ing angry with an honeft man, any -writer, particularly bib- 

who like Mr. Saurin propofes lical writers. John xx. 31. 

his fentiments with modefty T^^fourgofpelswmwnVta* 

and candour; but wl^o was that ye might believe tSat Jefitt 

. ' *? 
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If, for example, you were fpeaking of jufiifica* 
tion, in the fenfe in which S. Paul taught it, you 
muft obierve the ends, which the apoftle propofed, 

as 



is the Ckrift, and that leliev- 
jng ye might have life through 
bis name. -^z Tim. iii. 16,17. 
All fcripture is given for doc- 
trine, for reproof, for correftion, 
for inftruftion in righteoufnefs, 
that the man of God may be 
pirfeS, thoroughly ftirnijhed 
unto all good works,] ude iii, 
1 write unto you, of the common 
/alvatim, that ye jkould ear- 
neftly contend for the faith. 
All preachers have not had 
the fame views in reading 
thefe holy oracles of God. 
Some read them as an Irifh 
prieft read the aft of tole- 
ration. He faid in a fermon 
preached at Whitehall 1707, 
" What men call the tolera- 
tion aft takes away fome pe- 
nalties inflicted by former 
acts, on DifTenters: but it 
does not repeal or weaken 
one tittle the aft of Unifor- 
mity. Schifm like murder 
remains a damnable fin, al- 
though all punifhment be 
taken away. There is not 
one word of toleration in that 
ftatute, called the toleration 
aft." An old woman, named 
Foulks,. had the courage to 
bring this reverend preben- 
dary of Chrift's church, Dub- 
lin, to take his trial at Hick's 
Hall for this court fermon. 
Fran. Higgins. Serm. at White - 
hall, ftb. 26, 1707, . 



3. The fuccefs of a mi- 
nifter's labours much depends 
on the people's belief of the 
uprightnefs of his intentions* 
Never, furely, were unwor- 
thy ends in preaching more 
notorioufly expofed than in 
the general courfe of court- 
fermons from the acceffion of 
James I. to the acceffion of 
the prefent auguft family. I 
except individuals : but as 
for the general fun of court- 
chaplains in thofe times, they 
were mere newfmongers, their 
fermons were a kind of jour- 
nals of the houfe of fpiri- 
tual Lords, and they may be 
ftill. confidered as a kind of 
tragicomical church gazettes. 
Compare afts of parliament 
and fermons, the journals of 
the houfe with the fermons of 
the year, and fee whether I 
exaggerate. When I fay, 
fuccefs depends on this, I 
do not mean fuccefs in ftir- 
ing up ftrife and penal laws, 
in obtaining the favour of a 
prince, or honours and pre- 
ferments for himfelf : but I 
mean fuch fuccefs in pro- 
moting the glory of God, and 
the good of mankind, as 
that, at which a pious mini- 
fter is taught by his corn- 
million to aim. 

4. Aims and ends mould 
be ftudied by paftors in 

order 
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as i.'To put a. j uft difference between Jefus 
Chrift and Mofes, the law and the gofpel, and 

to 



order to church-government, 
There is a generation of ani- 
mals of bo'th fexes, and of 
all ranks and parties, who 
join ch'riftian churches with 
a view to domineer in them. 
The moft fuccefsful chief of 
this illuftrious band is called 
K&7* s^o^w (I fpeak as a 
fool.) THE POPE. Some 
of the firft puritans, agree- 
ably to the analogy of the 
Englifh tongue, which di- 
minifhes a great goofe into a 
little gos/zo-, and duck into 



denominated fuch 
of their brethren as fought to 
domineer, more papali, Pope- 
' lings, that is, little popes. In 
latin they called one of the 
iirft Papa ille dntichriftus, and 
the laft papicola, imago bel!u<e, 
and I wonder they never 
grecifed .pappa into pappax, 
and, that into papappax, and 
that again into papapappax. 
They knew Ariitophanes, 
(See Ns0s)i*/. Aft. I. Sc. 4.) 
and he might have furnifhed 
an apology for a hot-headed 
brother mentioned by Dr. 
Walker, who filthily if not 
falfely affirmed that a puritan 
faid, Diabolus cacavit Hie- 
rarcbjam. It would be ab- 
furd to blufh in refuting 
.fuch fcribblers ; for the caufe 
of confcience dominion has 
been pleaded by producing 
the foul and factious words 
concerning it, which were 
extorted from 'men driven to 



defpair by its exercife. In 
this controverfy there is no 
need of literature to plead 
the caufe of toleration, a new 
teftameht decides the matter* 
An Egyptian cobler founded 
the chriilian church in Alex- 
andria, and was pnjior of it. 
The good man was friendly, 
and his people complaifantly 
called him father, or abba* 
He was fucceeded in his office 
by a race of men called Fa- 
'thers. In procefs of time .the 
colleagues being twelve, and 
being all arrived at father- 
hood, it became neceflary to 
name the chief paftor Pappa, 
or Grandfather. This inter- 
fering with another grand- 
father, he of Alexandria was 
'obliged to put up with the 1 
vague title of Patriarch, head* 
or chief of the fathers . And 
what of all this ? What! - - 
Why Mr. Selden published 
this hiftory from the Arabick 
manufcript of Eutychius's 
origines, with a latin verfioa. 
and large notes of his ownj 
and farther more Dr, Pocock 
republimed it, in his edition 
of the annals of Eutychius - 
Well, with what dejlgn dia 
thefe learned men take fuch 
pains ? Mr. Selden's preface 
to the origines will inform 
you. It was learnedly to 
prove that Alexandrian, po-> 
lity was proper for us. ^ I 
only fay, my rule of faith 
and practice is entitled " tha 

new 
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to fhew, againft thofe, who would blend them 
together, and fo confound both in one body of 

religion, that they cannot be fo united. (2) 

2. To 



new teftament of our Lord 
and Saviour Jefus Chrift ;" 
my gofpel is that according to 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and 
John : and not that accord- 
ing to the wills, fancies, and 
interefts of weak or wicked 
writers in Arabick. 

It is a melancholy confi- 
deration, that no fooner is a 
church gathered than up 
fprings fome proud and pe- 
tulant Diotrephes, who lo<uetb 
to have the pre-eminence, prating 
againft the facred oracles de- 
livered by the apoftles, dif- 
couraging fome, rejecting 
others, affuming a right of 
directing all, (3 Ep. John 9, 
jo.) and becoming, through 
the honeft inattention of the 
harmlefs brethren, the patron 
of the living, the bible of 
the minifter, and in the end 
the wolf of the flock, the 
ruin of the church. Nothing 
degrades a minifter more than 
a 'mean fubmiflion to fuch a 
contemptible favage, who 
not unfrequently rules him, 
poor man ! with a rod of 
iron. What renders thefe 
animals moft defpicable is 
their total want, in general, 
of every qualification necef- 
fary to direft a flock. Grofs 
ignorance, violent tempers, 
loofe morals, ill manners, a 
little grimace on Sundays, 
and ten years fuccefs in 'trade 
VOL, II. 



makes one of thefe monfters. 
He is a LORD BROTHER at 
home, and he is worfe than a 
Lord hi/hop at a dijlance. Our 
churches have greater ad- 
vantages than others in this 
cafe. For i . We have none of 
thefe matters till we ourfelves 
create them. 2. If our folly 
give them exigence they 
have no civil power over 
us. 3. We can unmake, 
and annihilate them jufi 
when we pleafe. Or 4. If 
the minifter fear, as he has 
fometimes through various 
connections reafon to fear, 
that to unhorfe Diotrephes 
would be to give his .good 
wife, or children, or friends 
a fall ; (I refer to Gen. xlix. 
I7-) If he cannot pluck up 
fuch a tare without plucking 
up wheat alfo, and fo doing 
more harm than good (Mat. 

\ ! r 

xui. 29.) he may prelerve 
his own perfonal freedom by 
a juft inattention to fuch a 
tyrant, and by fetting his 
people an example of love 
of liberty. Or 5. He may 
give up his charge, arid de- 
part, as many of the beft of 
men have been- driven to do. 
In thefe little tyrants the 
proverb is fulfilled, Religion 
brings forth riches, and the 
daughter devours the mother. 

(2) be law and the go/pel 
cannot be blendtd'togetber. Our 

X author 



2. To preferve men from that Pharifaical ' pride ' 
which reigned amongft the Jews, who fought to 
eftablijh their own right eoufnefs> and not the righte- 
ou/nefs of God. 3. To take away fuch inadequate 

remedies 



author explains himfelf at 
large on this fubjecl, vol. i. 
page 119, and following. 
Some attention is neceffary 
in ftudying the holy fcrip- 
t u res, and in reading the 
writings of divines, in order 
to reconcile feeming contra- 
dictions on the doctrine of 
Jaw, S. Paul affirms, Rom. 
vi. 14. that Chriftians were 
not under the law ; and the 
fame S. Paul affirms, i Cor, 
ix. 21. that they were under 
the law, and, what is 111 
more remarkable, he fays, 1, 
through the Jaw, am dead to 
the law, Gal. ii. 19. as if 
the law were cleftruclive of 
itf'clf. The true fource of 
all difficulties on this fubjeft 
is the vague, equivocal 
meaning of the term, !aiv ; 
the apoftle ufed it in different 
fenfes, Ron:, iii. '27. and an ' 
inattention to this throws a 
veil over his writings. 

Our old divines allowed 
this equivocal fenfe of the 
word, lavj, and expounded 
accordingly : but, as their 
attention was chiefly turned 
to the eftablifliing of that 
article of faith, by which 
Luther had declared the 
church Mood or fell, that is, 
j unification by faith without 
human merit, their writings 
(I fpeak with all due reve- 



rence to thofe eminent fer. 
vants ofChrift.) their writ- 
ings in general leave the doc- 
trine of law in a mift. See 
Perkins's Com. on Ga/at. vol. 
ii. of bis vjorks. 

If we take the word law, 
as fcripture often ufeth it, for 
the whole Jewijh (economy, we 
are under it, and we are not 
under it, one part of it anni- 
hilates another part of it, and 
the annihilation of one part 
eftabliftieth the other. The 
Jewifh religion, or the law, is 
confiderable in four different 
points of light, i. If the doc- 
trixe of Judaifm be confidered, 
it will appear to have had the 
fame fyftem, that we have 
the. fame God the fame me- 
diatorrevelation for a rule 
of faith and practice the 
dofcrines of creation, pro- 
vidence, human depravity, 
divine aififtance> and fo on. . 
In this view the Jewiih and 
Chriftian 'are not two religi- 
ons : but one in two different 
degrees of improvement ; the 
childhood and the manhood' 
of the fame perfon. -z. The 
Jewifh religion may be con- 
fidered in a moral view. * Here 
again it agrees with ours. 
Are Chriftians under a natu- 
ral, neceffary, revealed, eter- 
nal, and indifpenfible obliga- 
tion to moral rectitude ? So 

were 



remedies as the law by way of fhadow exhibited 
for the expiation of fins; as facrifices, and purifi- 
cations; as well as thofe, which Pagan fuperftition 
propofed, fuch as wafhing in fpring \yater, offer- 



were the Jews. Do we fall 
flibrt of that re&itude, which 
is requisite to an exact con- 
formity to the rule, and are 
we guilty on account of irre- 
gularity and depravity ? So 
were they. Were they jufti- 
fied by faith ? So are we. 
See Rom. ii. iii, iv. v. Heb. 
xi. 3. The Jewifh religion 
may be confidered in an ex- 
perimental light. Thus alfo 
we agree. Religious pains 
and pleafures, hopes and 
fears, joys and forrows are 
the fame ; and the pfalms of 
David are pictures of Chriftian 
hearts. 4. The Jevvifli re- 
ligion is confiderable in point 
of Polity, Oeconomy, Govern- 
ment. Here we differ. Their 
church polity expired when 
Chrift died, and in that new 
fyftem of government, which 
our divine redeemer fet up, 
lies the fuperior excellence 
and glory of the chriflian 
church above that-^off the 
Jews. S.JPaul, who was the 
apoftle of the gentiles, mag- 
nified his office by explain- 
ing the grounds arid reafons 
of it; and, if I may fo 
fpeak, this topick was the 
fort of this divinely infpired 
man. Their church was na- 
tional, and local: ours con- 
gregational and univerfal 
Their facerdotal adminiftra- 



tion was fuccelHcnal in one 
family: our adminiilration is 
elective Their fa-vice was 
pompous and expenfive: ours 
is cheap and plain The 
fpirit of their church was 
confined and partial ; that of 
ours is liberal, 'and univerfal, 
and every chriftian is a phi- 
lanthropift. In vain the 
papal church, and others 
along with them, fetch ma- 
fitk and habits, fafts and 
feftivals, priefts., who Were 
princes, and princes, who 
were priefts from the old tef- 
tamerit ; in vain do they ex- 
plain baptifm by circumci- 
fion, and the Lord's fuppef 
by the paffover, admitting 
and governing members of a 
chriftian church by laws of 
a Jgwijb polity ; S. Paul mail 
anfwer for us, w<? are de?.d 
with Cbrift to firft principles, 
given for a temporary ufe b'y 
God, and perplexed and per- 
petuated by the traditions of 
men, Col. ii. 20', 22. j\nd 
thus, through the. doftrine, 
morality, and experience of 
the law, we are dead to the 
polity of the law, and Ifos 
unto God. Gal. ii. ig. 

A learned foreigner has 
treated the doftrine of quo- 
tation from tbs old teftam;nt 
with great accuracy. Ke 
does not immediately enter 

X 2 ' " into 



ing vidlims to their Gods, &c. 4. To bring men 

to 



info our views ; however, he 
ferves the fubjeft'. His de- 
fign is to inveftigate the pur- 
pofes, for which the writers 
of the new teftament quoted 
the old. In order to wluch 
he enumerates the quota- 
tions the authors, whofe 
words are quoted the iuri- 
tcrs, who quote them and 
fo on, till he comes to his 
lafl article, the u/e of the 
paflages quoted. Prc-phecies 
are quoted for the fake of 
Shewing the accomplifhment 
of them moral fentences for 
the regulation of new tefta- 
ment morality allegories for 
iilullration -- arguments to 
prove doclrines fometimes 
the fame paflages are quoted 
for divers ufes and fo on : 
but where {hall we find a 
quotation for church-govern- 
ment? Andrea Kejliri de 
T)il. wef. I'e. in no<v. alle- 



gaitone. 

The apoftle of the Gen- 
tiles, more Paulino, illuftrates 
this fubjecl by a fet of the 
moft beautiful images. We 
have remarked one, vol. i. 
page 135, note 7. Many 
are in his writings, and di- 
vines have imitated him by 
a variety of expreflive figures. 
That of a ftatuary making a 
model in wax or clay of an 
intended marble, or golden 
fiafue of a king feems to me 
vcll-chofen. Thus Proclus, 
patriarch of Conftantino- 
ple., illuftrates i Cor. x, n, 



. fcic, ScC. - - . 

but the glory of this fubjeft 
is intrinfick ; in itfelf, and 
not in the theological way of 
fetting it off we boaft. See 
thofe golden words of Heid- 
egger, printed in Capitals, 
vol. i, page 137, note 8. S. 
Prodi Orai. xiv apud Bibliot. 
francifci Combejis, torn. i. 

(3) The Hood of ChriJ! is 
the only atonement for Jin. Sau- 
rin fays, " the epiftle to the 
Philippians was written to 
guard the believers there 
againft the errors of thofe, 
who firft polluted the doc- 
trine of the infant church. I 
mean thofe teachers, who 
profeffed to receiv-e and fub- 
mit to the gofpel, but pre- 
tended, that it ought to be 
mixed with the observations 
of the Levitical worfhip - 
and that fuch wodhip mould 
be aifociated with the facri- 
fice of the crofs in the jufti- 
fication of a finner. 

I affign this end to the 
epiflles to the Philippians 
and Galatians to diftinguilh 
it from another end, which 
the apoftle propofed in fome 
other epiftles, particularly 
thofe to the Romans and 
Hebrews. The two latter 
were intended to difcufs the 
controverfies, which were on 
foot Between unconverted 
Jews, and Chriftians : either 
to reclaim the firft> or to 
prevent the apoitacy of the 
. . kft> 



to the true and only atonement for fin, which is 
the blood of Jefus Chrift. (3) 

[aft. But the two former faid againft the Jews in his 

epiftles were written againft epiftle to the Romans, in his 

thole converted Jews, who epiftle to the Galatians 

only feemed to embrace, againft Judaizing Chriftians, 

Chriftianiiy in order to make however different the doc- 

a monftrous affociation of it trines of thefe erroneous peo- 

with Judaifm. The princi- pie were. Such are thefe 

pal work of an interpreter in principles. Man is not jufti- 

explaining thefe epiftles is fied liy works but by fuith. 

well to difiinguiih thefe two Rom. iii. 28, &c. Gal. ii. 

defigns, and carefully to guard 16. As many as an of the 

againft confounding the ad- works of the law are under the 

verfaiies, whom the apoftle curfe. Gal. iii. 10. The 

oppofes. One is the thefis of la<w <was our fcboolxafter io 

fuch as regard the gofpel as bring us to Chrift. Gal. iii. 24. 

an impofture ; the other is Abraham believed God and 

the thefis of thofe, who confi- it 'was counted to him for right- 

der it as a religion come from eoufmfs. Rom. iv. 3. But 

God, but who think, we there are alfo in this epiftle 

ought not to feparate from it to the Galatians other prin- 

the Levitical ceremonies, ciples, which regard only 

which had the fame origin. Judaizing Chriftians, and 

The principal caufe of which cannot be applied at 

confuiion upon this fubjeft all to the Jews. As thefe. 

is, that fome of the princi- If nubile nue/eek to bejuftifisd 

pies, which ferye to refute by Chrift <we our/ehes alfo are 

the Jews, who wholly rejeft found Jinnen If I build again 

the gofpel, ferve alfo to re- the things which I deftroyed. 

fute thole, who would re- Thefe can only regard the 

ceive and debafe it by mix- fyftem of Judaizing Chrif- 

ing with it Levitical rites, tians." Saur. Ser. torn. viii. 

For this reafon the apoftle fur hs citoyem du del, &c. 
repeated a part of what he had 
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XV. 

CONSIDER WHETHER THERE BE ANY . THING 
' REMARKABLE IN THE MANNER OF THE 
SPEECH OR ACTION. (4) 

For example. In dl tkefe things we ars more 
than conquerors through him that loved us, Rom. 

viii. 



(4.) Remark the manner of 
an exfirejpon. This topick 
is of incomparable utility in 
difarrning an adversary, In 
juftifying your own mode of 

1 attacking him, in proving, 
illuftrating, or aggravating 
a fubjeft. A few brief ex- 
amples follow. 

I. To confound an adver- 
fary. Before Erafmus firft 
p.ublifhed his annotations on 
the new teftament, he be- 
fought Edward Lee, after- 
ward archbimop of York t to 
'examine and correft them. 
Lee did fo." Erafmus, as 
inight have been expe&ed, 
abufed him. Lee juflifred 
himfelf; and, beiide difprov- 
ing the affertions of his ad- 
verfary, availed himfelf of 
the manner, in which he had 
treated him, and largely de- 
fcanted on ERA SMI AN MO- 
DESTY, which, fays he, is 

' become proverbial. The 
language of Erafmus is too 
bad to be tranfcribed : but 
Lee, haying repeated, it thus 
interrogates and exclaims. 
" Rogo te Erafme. Ha:cci- 
ne font verba te digna, qui 

,. videri vis folus theologus, ac 



cenfar arils? Quid potuit die} 
fpurcius, odiofius, virulen- 
lias ? Aut quis r alula t quis 
fatrra, quis mimus, quis la- 
tr'marhts tarn fosda expurwaf- 
fet r &"c." Tlie preemption 
in thefe cafes is always againft 
the railcr. . Epifi. ApoL Ed. 



e, 



A 



nno 



ejujd. Smnotat, fol. 140. 

2. The manner of an op- 
ponent will frequently juf- 
tify a peculiar manner of 
attacking him. Thus our 
Dr. Ames jollifies his expof- 
ing to papiils, and to the 
whole world, the treatment, 
that the puritans had met 
with, from the epifcopalians 
of this country. " Cum pi- 
entiffimi viri, verique tena- 
ciffimi, imo per eorum latera 
veritatis pars non minima, 
non erroris tantum, fed fchif- 
inatis, fed hscrefeos infimu- 
lantur, cum non privatim 
hac tanta crimina, fed fcrip- 
tis publicis audafter inten- 
tantur, ita ut non auditu 
tantum et incerto rumore: 
fed confignatis tabulis ad 
hcftes jarft fint perlata, quod 
et alias liquet, et ex collo- 
quio Hamptonienfi a ponti- 

ikiis 



viii. 37. You may remark, that there is a more 
than ordinary force in thefe words more than 'con- 
querors '; for they exprefs a heroical triumph. He 
does not fimply fay, We bear our trials with pa- 
tience ; he not only fays, We iliall conquer in this 
conflict : but he affirms, We are more than conquerors. 
It is much that faith refifts trials without being 

opprdfed; 



ficiis fafto Gallico, et Pari- ing-, I believe nothing. I 'will 

jjis edito, &c. &c." Purita- profefs myfdf a Jurk y or a 

nifmus Anglicanus. pr<cf. 1 6 1 o. JEW, or whatever the ling 

Vid. etiam. Piircii vindicia. plea/Is?' Hence our author 

ad Exter, $ heol, Jppellatio. concludes, firii, That protef- 

3. The manner fometimes tantifm was invincible by rea- 

proves. Our author avails foning and next, that a re- 

himfelf of this in rendering ligion depending on the will 

two difputsd points clear and of a prince would naturally 

evident. "During the lail fupport itfelf by ruining fome 

twenty years before the fup- ftf his fubjecls, and by en- 

praffion of proteftantifm in flaving the reft. Perfecut. 

France, by revoking the edict of French Proteft. 1686. 

of Nantz, which had allow- 4. Manner iHuftrates and 

ed the open profeffion of it, aggravates, i TheiT. ii. 10, 

there was a continual feries 11, 7, 8. Ye ar.e witaeffes, 'how 

bf decrees, edifts, declara- holil^andjuflly^andunblame- 

tions, orders, condemnations ably we behaved ourfel'ves 

cf churches, deflations of among you - - <we . exhorted, 

temples, civil and criminal and comforted, and charged 

procefles, impnfonments, ba- every one of you, as a father 

niftiments, fines, privations of doth his children - - We were 

offices, depriving parents of gentle, even as a nurfe -che- 

children, and various other rifoeth her children. So being 

perfections, nothing was ajfeSicnatsly d.Jtrojts, &c. 2 

heard but this kind of dif- Cor. xiii. to. / -fa all ufe 

courfe, The king will have it jharpnffi, &c. Gal. .iii. I. 

fe The kin? has taken it in. Ofoolijb Ga'aiian; ! who hath 

hand, and fo on. Henccfor- bewitched you? 

ward it muft be faid in the Manner of preaching is. 

kingdom, / do not 'hlieve be- known to ^be an article of 

c aiij'g I am perjiic.ded : but 1 !>e~ great consideration to audi- 

lieve bccaufe the king would tors; divines, therefore, who 

have me believe. To fpeak write on the fubjecl, never fail 

properly, this is equal to lav- to exhort preachers to acquire 

an 



opprefTed; it is more to conquer thefe trials after 
a rude combat: but to affirm the. believer (hall 
be more than a conqueror is as much as to fay, h e 
{hall conquer without a combat, and triumph with- 
out refiftance ; it is as much as to fay, he (hall 
make trials the matter of his joy and glory, as the 
apoftle fays, we glory in tribulation, confident 
them not as afflictions and forrows : but as divine 

honours 



aiv agreeable manner of de- 
livering their difcourfes. 
Cardinal Borromeo, who was 
alfo archbiftiop of Milan, 
drew up a plan of preaching 
for the ufe of the clergy of 
his diocefe, and very pro- 
perly, having firft given in- 
ftrudVions concerning the 
matter, or the doftrine of a 
fermon, treats of what we 
call manner under the article 
form, by which he means 
ftyle, elocution, voice, ac- 
tion, and whatever elfe may 
belong to expreffing and de- 
livering a fermon. " Elo- 
cutionis genus exquijitum ne 
affeftet -ykawzomnem fugiat 
-imperitae multitiidinh con- 
fuetudinem loquendi ne fe- 
quatur verba antiqua. etfe- 
regrina hgiatfati, fortune, 
infortunii nomina, aliaque id 
generis omnino cavebit' 
Epitbetorum item nimium 
ufum, et poeticum dicendi 
genus ne confe&etur anicu- 
larum non adhibeat proverbia 
ejufdem rei npetitionem vi- 
tet Cum de peccatis, ad 
.luxuriam pertinentibus, agit, 
/eautionem adhibeat, ne im- 



prudens in olfccena verba in- 
cidat vide;it ne_ loqumdo 
turpes cogitationes injiciat 
adulationis verba omnino fu- 
giat ambitiofum dicendi ge- 
nus caveat Ne ambigue, ne 
concife item, ut auditores ia- 
certo fint, ne obfcurs loqua- 
tur vocem et aftlomm ita 
temperare concionator cona- 
bitur, ut non ex arte petere, 
fed vere, et ex natura dicere 
videatur non importuneyaj 1 . 
gsflum palmis feriat : fed cum 
rei magnitude pcfcit non 
per fuggeftum quafi <volital>it, 
nunc ex hoc, nunc ex illo an- 
gulo profiliens Reflus in 
fnggeftu ftet ne nares cor- 
ruget ne labra lambat ne 
mention peftori affigat ne 
trachium tanquam gladiator 
immoderate projiciat ne 
tuJJIat, ne expuat crebro, nifi 
necelfitate coaftus ne in 
eloquendo per nare: majorem 
fpiritus partem efFundat 
ne crebro anbelitu" &c. &c. 
Carol. Borromai S. Prax. 
Cardin. et Arch. Medial Pa/- 
torum inftruftioncf. Cafit* di 
form, de dec. de <voce. 
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honours and favours. (5) This was alfo the 
apoftle's mind, when he wrote to the Philippians, 1 
unto you it is given in the behalf of Chrift, not only 
to believe on him, but alfo to fuffer for his fake. 
He coniiders fufferings as gifts of the liberality of 
God, for which the faithful are obliged to be 
thankful. So in this other paflage, / am per- 
fuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
principalities, nor powers, nor things prefent, nor 
things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other 
creature Jh all be able to feparate us from the love of 
God, which is in Chrift Jefus our Lord. You may 
here remark the heroifm and magnanimity of S. 
Paul. His fajth feems to defy all the powers of 
nature. He afiembles them all life death 
angels, &c. to triumph over them, and to exult 
in their defeat. This language marks a full per- 
fuafion of the favour of God, and an invincible 
confidence in his love. (6) 

Such 



(5) More titan conquerors. 
Whether Mr. Claude took 
his thoughts' upon this paf- 
lage from Chryfoftom I know 
not, but both fpeak very 
much alike. The whole is 
too long to tranfcribe, I'll 
infert only a few lines. 
To yap 5>j Suvparov raro 
ov% art vuv 
on HCX.I Si wv 
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CdfAjyoj ruv juanCovrw 
t>o[/,e9, &c. &c. Chryfoft. 
Opera, torn. iii. oral. 15. 

(6) Perfiiafanof the favour 
of God. 1 do not know 
whence it is -(fays Monfieur 
Saurin) but the faft is cer- 
tain ; of all churches in the 
world, there are none, that 
wreft the do&rine of aflu- 
rance as fome of ours do. No 
where do they draw confe- 
quences more dire&Iy oppo- 
fite to thofe, which naturally 
flow from this do&rine, than- 

Y here 



Such remarks as thefe .may -be made 
many expreffions of Jeftis Chrift, wherein are dif- 
Covered dignity and majefty, which cannot belong 
to any meer creature-, as when he fays, Me/ore 
Abraham was- 1 am (7) Whilft 1 am in tk$ world 

lam 



here amongft us> People lull 
t'hemfelves afleep in a chime- 
rical confidence, and they 
reft upon imaginary fyiiems 
and affurance, which ought 
to reft only upon the rock of 
tfiges. Thefe pepfons make a 
fcruple, even when engaged 
in the molt criminal habits, 
of faying, they doubt of their 
falvation i and, as if a per- 
fuafion of being faved dif- 
eharged us from the necef- 
ty of working out our fal- 
vation, affurance of getting 
to heaven is confidered as a 
virtue, which fupplies the 
want of every other - - - I 
am perfuadedy fays S. Paul, 
of what ? of being faved live 
in what manner I will? No, 
but lam perfuadcd that mil bet- 
death nor life canfeparate me 
from the love of God. That 
is, I am perfuaded I {hall 
triumph over all temptations, 
and perfevere in loving God. 
Saurin. fey. torn, ii, S, . 



(7) Borne phrafes are ex- 
frej/ive of dignity. There is, 
undoubtedly, a great deal of 
truth in this remark : but, 
it muft be allowed, great 
accuracy and prudence are 
neceflary in determining and 
urging fuch modes of /peech 
in contrpyerfy, . Here, then ,. 



it mould feem r the neeeffity 
of philological knowledge for 
a minifter of the gofpel comes 
in. None but a good philo- 
logift ought to deal in argu- 
inents taken- from idioms, 
epithets, tours of expreflion ; 
in a word, from the nature 
and ftru&ur-e of a language. 
Theodoret lays down this 
rule, " Non funt dogmatum 
norma cenfenda, qua in Ec- 
clefia pan egy rice et decla- 
matorie dicuntur," This 
rule is applicable to- many 
anonymous orations bound up 1 
with thofe of fome of the fa- 
thers, which, probably, were 
only private declamations of 
ftudents of divinity imitative 
of a father, laid up with' his 
works as pretty elfeys and; 
elucidations, and, after they 
had acquired the venerable 
marks of moths, and diu% 
and antiquity, publi/hed 
with the genuine works of 
the father. The fame rule 
may be applied to many de- 
clamatory lives, legends, ora 
tions, and other difcourfes j 
for, in fuch,. hundreds of fine 
words, lines, phrafes, and 
expreffions aftually mean no- 
thing at all. I will not at 
prefent cite examples from 
pretended reafoners in theo- 
logy - r but I will endeavour. 
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/ am the light of tie world -M wine are tline, - 
thine aw wive, ..and I.aingkrijiedm themTe believe 
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to -convey my idea by an |fome feven or eight hundred 

Cample, in the inanity of years hence write the life 

'which we -have no intereft. of that Mr. Vicechancellor, 

f he celebrated Hakfpan en- whom the profeffor compli- 

tered on his hebrew profef- men ted, he ought neither to 

forlhip in the univerfity of feek his birth in Hakfpan 's 

Altdorff in Switzerland, by noUlis, nor his mental excel- 

an oration on the neceffity of lence in his con/ul.tijfiate, nor 

{acred philology in divinity.; in both the neceffity of pof- 

and thus he begins, "No- feffing difcretion and fame 

biliffimi, ampliffimi, pru- in order to procancellarian 

dentiffimique domini Scho- preferment. There is nobile 

larchae, Domini benigniffimi genus nobile .pe<3us 'nobile 

r-Nobilis atq.ue.ponfuldffime nomen nobilis Phalaridis 

domine Procancellarie faunas rnobile facznus., 
Maghifice Pomine Reftor-?- Monfieur Voltaire ob- 

Jlluftres atque generofi do- ferves, God called Cyrus hit 

mini Barones Speftabiles Jhepherd, Ifai. xliv. 28. and 

fingularum facultatum De- J^ebuchadnezzar his fet-vanf* 

cani, viri reverendi pluri- Jer. xliii. 10.. and thence 

mum, confultiffimi, experi- .concludes very gravely, that. 

entiffimi, clarlffimi, Profef- the religions of Babylon and 

fores celeberrimi, fau tores Perfia were as agreeable to 

atque amici hohoratiffimi-r- God, as that of ,the Jew? 

tuque literarije juventutis was. (fur la tolerance^ chap* 

Corona orriatiffima, leftiffi- xii..) Some divines have re- 

ma" -If the ijueftion were marked, that Cyrus faid, the 

.concerning the oratorical va- f?od of heaven gave him bis 

lue of this addrefs, perhaps kingdom. 2 Chron. xxxvi. 

it would diminifh in compa- 23. that Nebuchadnezzar 

rifon with the fimple ftyle of called Jehovah Ring of heq- 

Digniffime Pomine, Domine wen, Dan. iv. 37. that A.r- 

Procancellarie, et tota Uni- taxerxes called Ezra a fcnbe 

verfitas. But it lies before us -of the God of heaven, and 

here in a lo.gic.al point of acknowledged, he had the 

view, and although w.e were Azw of (pool in his hand, Ezra 

to admire jthe fertility of the yii. 12, 14. that S. Luke 

jsrofeflbr's genius, the com- wrote to a Tbeophilus, a lover 

.plaifanceof Ms addrefs, and of God, A#s i. i.thatS. 

punftilious accuracy of Paul allowed Feftus to be a 

traits de grace ; yet we man moft nolle, Ab xxvi. 
fay., Ihould a hiitorian 25. aad grea^ intelligence 

$ Jiave 
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in God, believe alfo in me Whatfoever ye Jhdl ajk in 

my 

or introductory titles and 
a'd-drefies,' which are proper 
in chriftian fermons. S, Tho- 
mas taught the church of 
Rome, that the angel Ga- 
briel faluted the Virgin 
Mary in exact conformity to 
Cicero's rulede'benevblentia 
captanda, wheft he faid, 
Hail, and fo on, 'Luke i. 28. 
Accordingly, the Romilh 
preachers; generally after the 
exordium, always pay their 
refpefts to this patronefs in 
the angeP-s , words. This is 
abfurd.' Can it be fuppofed, 
that God has doomed the 
virgin to undergo the fatigue 
of hearing all the fermons, 
that are preached in the pa- 
pal church? There is, how- 
ever, a proper ufe of fober 
introductory addreffes. The 
French king's chaplains al- 
ways begin their fermons 
before his majefty with 
Sire!- Thefe are the words of 
Jefus Chrift Thus fpake a 
prophet To know God, and 
to love him is holinefs and 
happinefs, &c. >In the chapel 
of a nobleman My Lord-" 
In that of % nunnery 'Ladies 
r In common My Brethren, 
and fo on. The beil writers 
in this church advife the ufe 
of fober titles and addreffes 
taken from fcripture, and 
free from fecular bombaft. 
De predicat. Evang. Joan. 
, 1. ii. cap. 491 5 



have they derived from each 
of thefe articles : but, were 
I to panifh one of thefe triflers 
with a tafk, I would require 
him to compofe a fermon on 
thefe words, King Abafuerus 
fent a decree, and a letter Into 
every province, that the decree 
fnould be pMifhid in the lan- 
guage, and according to the 
^writing of every people. 
Either i. 20, 22. 

The learned Hakfpan ob- 
ferves very juftly, thar this 
rule of Theodoret does not 
hold good in the articles of 
eur faith. " Non eadem 
fernper philologise facrze ra- 
tio eft. Alius in fiiggeliu, 
in Academiis alius myfteria 
trad it; uterque modo di- 
verfo, &c. of this he gives 
many wellchofen examples 
De . locutionibus facris* De 
nominibus diwims-r-Qe, ange- 
lerum, dtemoKumi[ue no mini- 
bus, &c. &c. Among other 
excellent remarks, he fully 
anfwers Goflavius, So.cirius, 
Crellius, and others, _who, 
having found in ' fcripture 
two almighty Gods, one fu- 
preme, and the other fubor- 
dina-fe, affure us, that %)G? 
. itands for the fubovdinate 
god, and b 3-eoj, theos with 
an article for the fupreme 
God. Dejpmtufan&o 33.- 
Difput. Sylloge. Theod. Hf,k- 
fpanii. 

It may not be improper in 
this place to add one word 

concerning; thofe allocutions, 
', ..,.< , - . .-.:.., 
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wy name that will I do. There are many paflagftj 
of the feme kind. (8) 



The introductory language 
of the apoftles is Men of 
Juries, all ye that dwell at 
Jerufalem. 'Afts ii. 14. Ye 
rulers and elders, iv. 8, Men, 
brethren, and fathers, vii. 2. 
Men of Ifrael, and ye that 
fear God, xiii. 16. Ye men 
of Athens, xvii. 22." My little 
children, Gal. iv, 19, My 
brethren, tny joy and croiva, 
Phil. iv. I. Beloved, \ John 
iv. 1,7, 1 1. Dearlj beloved, 
?h. iv.i. In imitation of theft, 
our minifters fay Brethren 
Chriftians Feliow-Chrif- 
tians, &c. &c. a good judge 
fays " true politenefs confifts 
in giving to every one the 
greateft fatisfaftion in our 
power, confequently it pro- 
fcribes all empty and jfoag- com- 
pliments. 

(8) The manner is conjider.a* 
lie in many pa/fages. This 
common-place like all the 
fell, may be very adyan- 
tageoufly ufed, when proper 
discernment is employed : on 
the contrary, what an occa- 
fion of trifling when love of 
the marvellous fuffers fancy 
to 'make the choice! Thus 
when'fcripture fpeaks of the 
jafper, the chryfolite, the 
topaz, the am'ethyft, Rev. 
xxi. 19, 20, &c. it is not 
enough to have them for 
ornaments : but we muft alfd 
take them for medicines ; they 
ihall be pulverized, and pre- 
fcribed for difeafes, or hung 
the neck to preferve 



from contagions ; as if, 
when the holy ghoft fpake 
of precious Hones, he meant 
to convey the idea of healing. 
By fuch principlesjuftin Mar-' 
tyr found the crofs of Chrift 
in the horn of the Rhinoce- 
ros, Pfalm xxii. 22. To ^p 
{/.ovo'AZfaraV QTI TO 
\ rx rtt;p sr/ 



vfj.iv thus alfo 
Tertullian, after Cyprian and; 
Juilin, expoundsDeus.xxxiii. 
17. Tanri decor ejus, cornita. 
unicornis cornua ejus, in eis na- 
tionet ventilabit fariter ad 
fummum ufque terra, non uti- 
que rhinoceros deftinabatur 
unicornis, nee minoratus bi- 
cornis, fed Chrijlus in ill<* 
fignificabatur, taurus ob 
utramque difpofitionem, aliis 
ferus Ut judex, aliis manfu- 
etus vtfalvator, cujus cornua 
eflent crucis e3ftima. 

When the typical cecono- 
my adumbrates the Mefliah 
under the images of oxen, 
goats, &c, it means to point 
out the facrifice of his body, 
not the difpofitions of his 
mind. , 

Thus alfo Cyprian diico- 
vers in Ezek. ix. 4. the letter 
tau HJ and, though this let- 
ter is more like & gallows 
than a crofs, and though the 
punifhment of the crofs was 
unknown when the prophet 
wrote, yet he imagines, the 
angel marked all the pious 
people in Jerufalem with the 
figq of the crojs. God 
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XVI. 



COMPARE WORDS AND ACTIONS WITH SIMILAR 
WORDS. AND ACTIONS. 

The Evangelift fpeaks of the things, that Jefus 
"begem to do and to teach. Ads i. r. Now he fays 
the fame of Mofes, he was mighty in words and in 
deeds. Afts vii. 22, Here you may obferve, that 
thefe two things joined together, doing and teach- 
ing^ are diftinguifhing characters of a true pro- 
phet, who never feparates pra&ice from doftrine. 
"ibu may then make an edifying comparifon be- 
tween Mofes and Jefus Chrift : both did and 
taught-) but there was a great difference between 
tfte teaching of the one and that of -the other, 
One taught juftice, the other mercy one abafed, 
the other exalted one terrified, the other com- 
forted. There was alfo a great difference between 
tlie.deeds of the one and thofe of the other. Moft 
of the miracles of Mofes were miracles of de~ 
Jtruffion, infecls, frogs, hail, and others of the 
fame kind, with which he chaftifed the Egyptians, 
But the miracles of Jefus Chrift were always mi- 
racles of benevolence, raifing the -dead 3 giving fight 
to the blind, &c. (9) 
' ' . ' ' '.".'' So. 

]bid we flioald doubt dip iy ipjis fontllms nyllam empha* 

piety pf jhefe venerable fa- / halent. Father Nouct 

thers, their works will am- ijfed to compare the fathers 

ply reward a perufal: but to a wood, in which fuch as 

would they be lefs valuable, were purfued faved themr 

?vould they not be far more Selves. In truth, many an 

pleafing if fuch oddities had allegorift has found fhelter 

jio place sn them } In mort, there ! 

Le-CIerc'? canon {houid ne- (9) Compare fuljefts ; aiid 

yer be forgotten, mult a. <vidm remark the difference. " Prov. 

fa yerjloxjitfs em^bfUica^ fu# xi?e 21, There qre- many 

" ' ..... - -- '- ..... - 
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So agairi, when the infidelity of the Jews iji 
yejeding the Mefliah is difcuffed, you may examine 

their 



vices in a mans heart, nevef- 
tbehfs the oounfel of the Lor el, 
tbatjballjland. The vanity 
of our devices and the fta- 
bility of God's counfels are 
evident, for our devices and 
God's counfels have three re* 
inarkable differences, i . They 
differ in their nature; our's 
are devices, fancies ; God's 
are counfels , wife deliberate 
determinations. 2. They dif- 
fer in number} our devices 
have multiplicity and variety, 
they are many ; God's coun- 
fel is one uniform confident 
plan. 3., They differ in their 
manner of exifting ; our de- 
vices are in our hearts, in 
intention only; God's coun- 
fels /and, they produce the 
intended effecj. Dr. Sander- 
fan's fermons t viii. ad popu- 
lum. 

Compare fuljefts ; and re- 
mark differences. Our- beft 
writers on the fubjeft of 
pulpit-eloquence go by. this 
rale, they compare pagan 
with chriftian orators, the 
oratory proper for the bar 
with that, which becomes 
the .fenate, and both with 
that, which belongs to the 
fulpit. In their general tex- 
ture they are alike : but in 
many particulars they differ ; 
for the pulpit Ihould always 
fpeak ad populum, except in 
particular places, as in royal, 
collegiate, .and other fuch 



, . . '* 

chapels, and churches; and 
even there fermons Ihould 
preferve a coolnefs, plain- 
nefs, purity and fimplicitjr 
of both matter and manner. 
The wifer the auditors the 
lefs need of amplification 
and ornaments in the fer- 
mon. Amplification and 
perfuafion imply ignorance, 
inattention and unwilling- 
nefs in thofe, to whom they 
are addreffed. In what de- 
gree thefe are to be fuppofed 
of any audience concerning 
the fubjecl of the fermon, ia 
that degree of narrating, rear- 
foning, and adorning a faith- 
ful preacher will compofe his. 
di.fcuffipn, aad accommodate 
his addrefs. In order to ob- 
tain Ability for fuch a variety 
of addrefs, a young man 
ihould well work himfelf, if 
I may be allowed fuch a. 
expreflion, in fuch prepara- 
tory exercifes, as may bring 
him to be at eafe, at home, 
as it were, in the pulpit. 
This eafe being acquired, his 
mind will be freed from a 
thoufand incumbrances, and 
he will be more cool and ac 
leifure to purfue his chief de- 
fign in his fermon. 

The following fix rules 
were laid down by ah excel- 
lent judge. " i. Begin early 
to try to f reach. In ail things, 
efpecially in fpeaking, a te- 
neris afTuefcere multura eft, 

' " 



their prejudices^ and their maxims as they are 
narrated in the gofpel ; and- thefe you may com- 
pare with thofe of the church of Rome in rejecting 
the reformation, for they are very much alike, (i) 
So again, when you cqnfider S. Paul's anfwers 
to the objections of the Jews, who pleaded, that 
they were the people of God, and that his cove- 
nant belonged to Abraham arid his pofterity j you 

may 

S. Auftiri fays, ars eoncio- ivorlhi|), where you are to 

handi in jiiventtite difcenda preach, afcend the pulpit, 

eft. If you begin late, ex- familiarize yourfelf to the 

ercife the oftenen place, utter your difeourfe, 

2. Take an 'anaiyfis ef a &c: Preach in piiblick firft 
text, or fubjeft-from any au- in a village, among plain 
thor, and difcufs it yburfelf, chriftians, &c. 

as well as you can. Explain 6. fake, if you can find 

it illuftrate it prove it fuchaperfon, a kind and ju- 
adorn it, &c. Inftead of _ 'dicibus frtend t and get him 

ipurchafing a farrago of fer- to attend your fifft iermons, 

mons, compofgd by others, to remark and corrett your 

and to be repeated by you, defefts, &c. The philofo- 

learn yourfelf to compofe'. pher, Demonax, having 

3. Begin with wfyJubjeEls, heard a declaimer deliver his 
Take an eafy piece of ftrip- declamation improperly, ad-, 
ture hiftory, or a plain tale vifed him to exercife himfelf 
of a miracle, and obferve diligently. So I do, replied 
times, places, perfons, cir- the youth, I every day de- 
cumftances, and fo on. No- claim alone in my room. 0, 
thing can be eafier than to added the philofopher, I do 
make a few pertinent remarks not wonder you declaim fo 
on each. foolifhly, fince you have ac- 

4. Let your firft effays le cuftomed yourfelf to fpeak 
(very fart. A divifion into before only one fool of an 
two parts will be fufficient, auditor." Keckerman. Rbet. 
examine thefe briefly, and Eccl. lib.'\\. cap.poft. xvii. 
With few or no ornaments. (i) Compare the infidelity 

5. Exercife firft in proper ef the church of Rome with 
places. Not only pronounce that of the Jews. Scripture 
your difcourfe alone in your uieth this method. Jer. xxvi. 
room, or in the field; but, 17, 18, 19, &c. The Elders 
the day before you preach, faid, Micah prophefied in the 
go alone into the place of days of Hezskiah --,.- Did 

Heze- 
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obferve, that thefe anfwers are like ours to 
the Roman church, when they affirm, they are the 
church of God. As the apoftle diftinguimeth two 
Jfraels, one after the flefh, and the other after the 
fpirit: fo We diftinguifh two churches, one which 
is only fo in outward profeflion before men, pof- 
feffing the pulpits, the churches, and the fchools; 
and the other which is the church in the fight of 
God, having a holy doctrine, and a lively faith. 
Thefe anfwer precifely to the apoftle's Ifrael after the 
fejh, and Ifrael after the fpirit. As the apoftle ap- 
plies the promifes of God, and their accomplilh- 
ment, not to Ifrael after the fleih ; but to the Ifrae- 
lites after the fpirit; fo we alfo apply the promifes, 
which God has made to his church, not to thofe, 
who occupy the pulpits, the churches, and the 
fchools : but to them, who believe and practice the 

pure 



Hezekiah, and all 'Judah put fook me, and ye have done 

him to death? - - - Urijah worfe than your fathers, 

prophejied again/I this city - - Our Lord ufed it, Luke xi. 

Jehoiakim Jlew him Ne- 47, 48. Tour fathers killed 

verthelefs the band of Ahikam the prophets, ye allow the deeds 

was "with Jeremiah that they of your fathers. S. Stephen 

foould not put him to death. too, Afts vii. 51, 52. S. 

Jeremiah ufed this manner Paul alfo, I Cor. xi. 2 Cor. 

of fpeaking. xxviii. 7, 8, 9. xi. 22, &c. 
Hananiah! hear thou what I As the holy fcriptures were 

/peak in thine ears, and in the written for the continual ufe 

ears of all the people, fhe of all ages, fo they exhibit 

pnphets, that have been before an affortment of chara&ers, 

me, and before thee of old, pro- that never die. *The holy 

pbefied againft great kingdoms, fpirit, who has thoroughly 

of war, and of evil, and of furnifhed the man of God 

feftihnce. When the word of with a great variety, has alfo 

iht -prophet Jhall come to pafs, given him a caution concern- 

tbenjhallit be known, that the ing a comparifon of them 

Lord hath truly fent him, with living perfons. Eccl. 

1 1, iz. Your fathers for* vii. 10, i. 9, 10. 
I. . . 7, 



pure dodrine of the gofpel. (2) As S. Paul 
defines the true people of God to be thofej whom 

God 



(2) The true ch'urck is dif- 
iinguijhed not by occupying 
publick edifices: but by adher- 
ing to the pure gofpel. Mr. 
Claudefeems to have imitated 
Here Gregory of Nazianzen, 
who makes ufe of the fame 
arguments againft the domi- 
neering party of his day. 
Both are authorized by a. 
thoufand. examples. Vid. 
Greg. Nas:a?:z. op. torn, i. 
erat. 25. 

Mr.' Claude'/ defence of the 
reformation, one of the beft- 
written books, that I ever had 
the happinefs of reading, en - 
ters thoroughly into this fub- 
jecl, and difcufles it in the 
jnoft maflerly manner imagin- 
able. Mine is a mort beauti- 
ful quarto edition in French, 
printed at Rouen 1673. I 
have feen an Englifli edition 
in quarto: but 1 believe it is 
fcarce, and 1 wifh it were re- 
printed. Bayle, who was no 
incompetent judge, calls it 
" the bed defence of the re- 
formation, that either Mr. 
Claude, or any other pro- 
. icftant clergyman ever pub- 
limed." J't is indeed an in- 
comparable performance. It 
confifts of 378 pages, and it 
appears to me neither to con- 
tain a line too much, nor to 
lea\'e room for the reader to 
wifh for one line more. The 
chapters, to which I more 
immediately refer, in regard 



to the fubjeft contained fa 
the text above, : are the fourth 
of the firft part; and the firft 
of the fourth part. 

We faid, a thoufand ex 
amples authorized a fepara- 
tion from a domineering 
party. Thiis the Ifraelites 
were neceftarily diffenters in 
Egypt, and in Babylon. 
Lot in Sodom, Elimelech im 
Moab (Ruth i. 15.) Daniel^ 
Shadrach, and others in Ba- 
bylon, S. Paul, his fellow 
apoftlesy and primitive chrif- 
tians, at Athens, Rorae r 
Ephefus, jerufalem, and 
other places, were all of 
them nonconformifts to the 
eftablimed reJ.igion-3 of the 
feveral countries, which they 
inhabited. Egypt, ia the 
time of Jofeph^ Ferfia in the 
days ofNehemiah, Babylon 
in the time of Daniel had 
no.t invented a teft-acl, nor 
had the diffenters there any 
temptation to oecafional con- 
formity for the fake of hold- 
ing an office under govern- 
ment. Here is wifdom. Let 
him, that bath undemanding 
count He had, horns like a- 
lamb, and he fpake Hie & 
dragon He cdufeth all to re- 
cei--ve a mark and that no 
man might buy or fell, fave ht 
that had the mark. Rev. 
xiii. 18, n, 16, 17. 

DifTenting minilters ought, 
by all means to ftudy the 
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(Jod by his electing love hath taken from among 
men,; -fp we define the true church by the .fame 
ele&ing . grace s maintaining that' the Lord has 

made 



doctrine of sccajional confer' 
fatty for the fake of their 
wealthy members. The hif- 
tory of it affords a melan- 
choly fcene .of duplicity, on 
the fide of the firft irnpofers, 
and of limplicity on the fide 
of thofe, who fubmitted to it. 
Our divines, we know, have 
taken different fides on the 
queftion.: but they who deny 
the lawfulness of it, I hum- 
bly conceive, have embraced 
the fincere, defenfible fide. 
The old pretences of charity 
to their dear brethren the 
impofing conformiits, and of 
freeing themfelves from a fuf- 
picion of fchifm, and fach 
like, are all laid, afide now ; 
and other new reafons are 
affigned : but never yet have 
I met with an argument for 
It, that was worth one ruih. 
We fet experience againft a 
thoufand fophifms; for we 
have often feen occafional 
conformity lead to a corpo.- 
ration-feaft, that to a fet of 
Sfinday acquaintances, ia 
whofe prefenee whole fami- 
lies blufla at the names of 
their own minifters, people, 
ordinances, doftrines, and 
devotions, with whom, in 
ihort, there generally comes 
a long, a black et cetera. 
Family prayer is exchanged 
for guilt andSunday-vifits - 
oracles of Qod for no- 



vels and paltry books, that 
poifon the morals of all the 
youth in the family the 
plain habits of chriftians for 
the fantaftick liveries' of 
worldlings the company of 
good men for that of flan- 
derers, blafphemers, .deifts, 
and debauchees-^-piety and 
peace of confcience for pride 
and painful reflexion th<e 
confidence and efteem of 3 
chrillian church for the ridi- 
cule and treachery of a tavern 
club, Miferable employ- 
ment of theMaft days of an 
infatuated old finner, fluff- 
ing a pillow with thorns to 
lay his throbbing head on, 
when he dies! God forbid, 
we mould fay this is always 
the cafe : but we kjiow what 
we have often feen. 

Such cafuifts as firft led 
our churches iato this prac- 
tice were very good men: but 
they would have rendered 
better fervice to their cauie, 
had they been lefs credulous, 
and lefs fervile. While they 
were pretending in aukvvard 
compliments to inform the 
worldthat they confidered 
themfelves under " Jacred 
obligations to adhere to tbe:r 
reverend fathers and brethren 
of the eftablijhed church, to 
run all hazards, and to live 
and die together with them->~ 
that indeed they were not 

Z entirely, 
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made all the excellent promifes, with which fcrip- 
ture abounds, to his eled only, and that his^elecT: 
are fuch as he has chofen , according to. his good 

plea- 



entirely, in every punQilio of dijjenting : luf they knetu 
the epifcopal church that themj'e Ives to he far excelled by 
they were called indeed non- their reverend fathers in much 
conforming : but however greater and more important 
no man conformed in every J kings -" - - - I fay, while. 
//^gTr-that the firft noncons thefe worthy men were curl- 
had no defign totally to abandon ing their periods, and offer- 
the ejiablijhed rarr-M:hat ing incenfe to epifcopacy, 
they had held communion with they miftook their men, and 
loth epifcopal and nonconformiji were aftually gulled out of 
churches ' lawful that the their rights and privileges 
accidental confederation of a by old marpers, wfiofe bar- 
place, or office, fence fuper- gains were 'better ( br worfe 
'added had not made thdt an- according to the penetration 
/awful, which they had ac- or fimphcity of thofe, who 
counted lawful before- that dealt with them. Had the 
indeed it could not be . ruling clergy of thofe times 
thought that the judgment been, (heaven forefend the 
and practice of fuch oecaii- thought!) had they been 
pnal conformi'fis could he jockeys inftead of priefts, and 
throughout approved by "their fold horfes inftead of afts, 
reverend fat'h'ers and brethren and canons, neither Howe 
of the ejiablijhed church : but nor Calamy fhould have gone < 
that neither did they pretend to a faijf to have purchafed 
univerfally to approve of it a Jiag for me. Lord Lanf- 
themfelves7that ' they had dowiie faid all i,n a word in 
not the leaft fufpicion, that a fpeech in' the houfe of 
perfohs of fo excellent worth Lords in 1719.' ",The re- 
: and chrijlfan temper as then ceiving of the -Lord's fupper 
prefeded over the eftallijhed was never intended to be as 
Church would cenjure them for a qualitication for an office : 
hypocrites: hut would' rather but as an open declaration 
think them fencers perfons of of being and / remamirig a 
mi/informed * conferences In- iincere member of tK,e church, 
deed they loutitbly dijjented Whoever prefumies to receive 
from tbJr reverend fathers : it with any other view pfo- 
but however they arrogated fanes it, and may be faid to 
-nothing io thenifelves on that feek his promotion in this. 
account they could not avoid world, by eating and drink- 
ibirMug tb^mfdves right in ing his own dan;nalion i 
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^eafure, withput any regard to particular places, 
Conditions, or qualifications among men. (3) 

XVIE 

the next," !3ee lanfdowtte. how often have you wounded 

Bayle. Rem. F.' Calamus his reputation ? how often 

life of Baxter, chap, xviii. have you troubled his reff 

Howe's Letter, fcfr. by your inquietudes ? how 

" Lex vala'e inigua, fays often have you abandoned 

pur Fierce, qua iacerrimum him to poverty by your 'ava- 

euchariftiae inftitutum peffime rice ? What difference is there 

profanatur. Nefarii homines between thefe miferable o 

diflentientes iis irretirent la- fenders and you, except that 

queis." Piercii <vinditia. they bear the punifhment of 

far. i. prop, fin, their fins, while you live in. 

1 (3) Comparijon. Archbi- pleafure? they groan while 

Ihop'Flechierhas left abeau- you triumph, Sec. - - - iri 

fiful example in a fermon on fine they are captives and 

Mar. xxv. 43. 1 was in pri- prifoners, and has not the 

fon, and ye -viftted me not. It holy ghoft told you, that 

is a charity-fermon for pri- wbo/oever. committetb Jin is 

foners. the fervant of Jin? Is there 

ff Who are they? and any heavier chain than an. 

what are we ? they are debt- inveterate habit ? What is the 

prs, criminals, and captives life of the greateft part of 

who far from being mankind but a continual fla- 

pitied gioan in their dun- very? We fee various paffions 

geons, and lie there victims reign over them by fuccef- 

to the intereft, and perhaps iion; delivered from pride 

to the paffion and apimofity they are enflaved by avarice 

of thofe, who retain them thus men change their 

but are not you debtors to tyrants not their ftate, and 

Gfod for all the liberalities tlje laft avenges the exceffes 

of his provident^ ? fyc. - - - of the firii. - - What cala- 

They are criminals, and are mity is comparable to that of 

not you? Perhaps the tranf 1 - a prifon?, what wP.rds are 

ports of a blind, involuntary lamentable enough fufficient- 

paffion have hurried them in to ly to paint a prifoner's ,mi r 

ibme diforder, which the iery? Shall I reprefent pri- 

taw punifhes: but do not fc-ns to you as curfed regions, 

you cherifli in your hearts where there falls neither rain, 

paffions yet more dangerous, nor dew? r - - lhall I de- 

which the laws leave unpu- fcribe dungeons as fepulchres 

pifhed? You have not fhed an which men are bur^ 

your brpther's bjood, but alive ?'--< Ihiill I Ihew you 

,,.,. . ... .... , .... .. . , ... . . 



K.EMARK. THE DIFFERENCES . OF WORDS AND 
ACTIONS ON DIFFERENT OCCASIONS. 

When a, weak fcrupulofity, or a tender nefs of 
Confcience was in queftion, which put fome of the 
faithful upon eating only herbs, S. Paul exhorted 
the ftrong to bear the infirmities of the weak 5 let 
not him^ that eateth* defpife Mm that eateth not, mi 
let not Uw-> which eateth not, judge him that eateth\ 
for God hath received him. Rom. xiv. 3. But 
when the fame 3. Paul fpeaks of falfe teachers, 
who wanted to impofe a yoke on confcience, and 
who .under pretext of meats and days were at> 
tempting to join Mofes with Jefus Chrift, as if 
chriftians were yet obliged to obferve the ceremor 
nial law: then the gpoftle ha no patience with 
them, but condemns and anathematifes them, as 
people who preached another gofpel, and exhorts; 
the faithful to fiand faft in the liberty, wherewith 
Chrift had made them free^ and not to be entangled 
again with the yoke of bondage. Gal, v. i. (4) 

'.. : ^ SO 

dren mourning for the capd- apt to fiir people up pleati- 

vity of their fathers ? fathers fully to relieve them, avul 

lamenting the poverty of carefully to avoid them : and 

their children ? mothers dif- compared with the ftate of a 

abled from watching over the criznjnal before God, en? 

conduft of their daughters, flaved by his vices, and in 

daughters, incapable of con- his laft moments abandoned 

tributjng to the fubMence of by all to his miferies, ho\v 

their mothers? Many ene- ,. touching and ufefuJ the 

rnies to infult them, few, or fight? Fkchierfer&.tom.u* 

no friends to comfort diem, Quatrieme Exb. pour l-s />"//, 

po charitable hands to re- (4) Remark different occa* 

jievethem! &C." Jions. This rule regards \vha$ 

The whole is a mod affeft- our divines call feeming con- 

ing pidure of] ail- miferies, traditions } and is in 

- ' ' ' 
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So again, Wto you find ih the 1 gof^ef, that 
Tefus Chrift ftimetimefc ^orbad his difciples to 



the trae conciliator of appa- ceffary in the mofaical an- 
reftt inconfiftenciesi Saurin other and in the chriftian a 
has a fine fermon on the uni- third, different from both, 
formity of God in his con- Samuel reafoned with the 
duct; in which he proves to Jews on this principle con- 
a . demonibation,-^that God cerning the righteous afis of, 
is of one mind that his de- the Lord to them and to their 
fign in revelation is uniform fathers* I Sanu xii. 6, 15. 
and that this uniformity According to himy kings* 
of defign neceffarily produced priefts, prophets,- ordinances, 
a variety of difpenfation. S. eftablifhments, captivities, all 
Paul had taken up this fine were appointed for the pro- 
notion of the deity, i Cor. ducing of moral rectitude-, 
xii. and from him Saurin or obedience, and, for the 
took it. ' production of this, different 

\\ This principle affords treatment was neceffary on 

proof of the divinity oiCbrif- different oecafions. 

tianityin general, and of fe- 3. The doctrines of mira- 

veral of its dottrines in parti- cles, gifts, prophecies, *vifions; 

cular. It is the only fyllern extraordinary revelations, and 

of theology, that provides fuch like, are all concerned 

for the felicity of man by in this article j for all thefe 

harmonizing all the perfec- were oecaiional benefits, 

tions of God with all vifible granted in fpecial cafes, and 

appearances in the world of not to be perpetuated in. the 

nature, in the ways of pro- chrillian church, 

vidence, and in the nature 4. Occafion. is an article: 

and conditions of mankind, of confequence in church- 

2. This- doctrine recon- difdpline. We do not ima- 

ciles feeming differences in gine, that the chriftian reli- 

. fcripture, by ihewing that on gion is alterable by us ; we 

different oecafions it was pro- only fay, there are in church> 

per to fay and unfay, to al- government certain obvious, 

low and difallow, toeftablifti large outlines, and there is 

an ceconomy, and to diflblve a difcretionary power lodged 

it. Revelation contains a in chriftian focieties to fill 

record of the laws, by which them up. .For example, 2 

God's kingdom in various Chron. xxx. 18. A multitude 

circumftances has been go- of the people badnotcleanfed 

verned. In the patriarchal themfelves, yet did they eat the 

one fet of laws was ne- fajfiver otberwife than <was 

written 
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publifh the miracles, that he wrought, and to 
declare his divinity : and, at other times, that he 

ordered them to publilh upon the houfe,-tops what 

they 

written Ezrax. 10, n, 9. vention of arguments in 

Ezra the prieji ftood up, and preaching. To obferve the 

all the congregation made con- occafion of a text is often the 

feffion In the Jtreet trembling eafieft way to arrive at the 

for the great rain Mat. xii. fenfe of it. The occafion of, 

4. David ate the Jhew-bread, the fermon is often the beft 

which it ivaf not lawful to guide in the choice of a fub- 

tat -Mat. x. 27. Gal. ii. jeft to fupply it. Fafts 

2. Speak in the light, preach thankfgivings-^commempra- 

upon the houfe tops. I com- tions ordinations* affocia- 

municated the go/pel private 1 ? tions- ^-farewells funerals 

rAfts xvi. 33. The jailer ; 'Lord's fuppers church. 

and all his were baptized in meetings-^ all require dif- 

the night, courfes fitted to occasions, 

It has been aqueftionwith, incidents, occurrences, &c. 

divines, whether if an ordi- There feem to me to be 

nance were loft, baptifm four ideas in the complex 

fuppofe, it could be revived, notion of a good controver- 

and who ihould be the ad- fialift, in regard to a dexte- 

miniftrator ? Henry Law- rous, opportune ufe of the 

xence, efq; the reverend fword of the fpirit. He will 

MeiTrs. Spilfbury, Tombes, give no occafion to the ad- 

and others of our primitive verfary. I Tim. v. 14, 

Englilh baptifts affirm, that he will cut off occafion given 

in iuch a cafe an unbaptized by others, z Cor. xi. 12. 

perfon might warrantably he will y^ occafion to annoy 

baptize, and fo begin a re- his opponent, Jud. ix. 33. 

formation. Bp. Burnet fays, xiv. 4 He will not ufe this 

the fame queftion was de- liberty for an occafion to the 

bated in the eftablilhed flefh, Gal. v. 13. Such a 

church at the reformation ; polemical divine was the 

we are forry to add, it was great S. Paul, and he there- 

too often debated on an old by obtained a right to fay, I 

popilh principle, right to ad- give you occafion to glory on 

minifte r fac raments by an un- my behalf. 2 Cor, v. 12. 

interrupted fuccejjion. See Him, that is 'weak in the 

Crojbfs Hift. ofBaptiJts, vol. faith, receive. That is, fay 

i. chap. 2. our beft divines, receive him 

5. .Occafion is, as our au- '-into communion. S.Paul treats 

thor Ihews, a fource of in- in the xiv. of Romans of the 

doc- 



they had heard in private, and to preach to all 
nations the myfteries of his kingdom ; you muft 
remark, that this difference is owing to different 
occafions. While Jefus Chrift was upon earth, 
the myfteries of his kingdom were covered with 
the vail of his humiliation, it being neceflary in 
fome fenfe to conceal them : but after his exal- 
tation, it became proper to publifh them to the 
whole earth. (5) 

The 



doCtrine of toleration, and hath freed it from the curfe 

in Galatians of that of im- of the moral law, and from. 

pofition. Mr. Henry, there- the obfervation of Jewifli pa- 

fore, well obferves on this lity," or church-law. The 

place, they were not diffe- church of Rome has wilfully 

rences of judgment, which fubjefted' itfelf to a polity 

did mifchief in the primitive made up of Jewifh and Pa- 

churches : but it was a mif- gan ceremonies, and is be- 

management of thofe diffe- come, as Dr. Chandler has 

rences, that produced evil well expreffed it, "a reli- 

confequences. Some would gion only fit for knavqs and 

not tolerate j and others fools, who have facrificed all 

would impofe. It is a folly the valuable interefts of man- 

to call any thing impofed in- kind, or have not fenfe fuf- 

different; for impofition ficiently to prize them. 

makes it important. See his excellentyim, againfl 

Stand faft in the liberty, popery at Suiter's hall> I Tim* 

wherewith Ckriji hath made iii. l$. 
us free. Jefus Chrift left Of any church, that pre- 

civil liberty in Jiatu quo ; tends to give liberty, and 

the object of contemplation yet reftrains freedom of 

here, then, is religious liberty, thought by fubfcription to 

Chrift hath enfranchifed his human creeds, it may be 

church, that is to fay, he truly faid, 

- She hath eafrancbis'ii them. 

Upon fome other pawn for fealty. Shakefpsare* 

In all fuch churches, 

Placid fubfcribers mortgage their eftate, 

And fawn their belt, and laft-remaining piece of plate. 

(5) Teach all nations. Mat. is hardly a pafTage of fcrip- 

xxviii. 18, 19, 20, There ture to be produced of more 

VOL. II. A a con- 
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. The fame diverfity may be remarked in m 
the Lord Jefus faid to the Canaanitifti woman 

that 



confequence than this. It 'BlaclvwaWs Sacred , 

contains the commijfion given vol. ii. ch. 2. And for the 
hy our afcending king to his importance of it in regard to 
apoftles. Our divines con- baptifm, admifiion of mem- 
neft the words with Mark bers, and fuch. like truths, 
xvi. 17, 18. Luke xxiv, 49, Dr. John Gale' sjtxth firm, ij 
and obferve, 'they are divifi- vol. offermons. 
ble into feveral parts or The Acls of the apoftles is 
claufes of the moft beautiful the bed expofition of this 
iimplicity, full of ftrong ar- glorious commiffion, ' for 
guraent, and refiftlefs mb- there we fee by clear indubi- 
tives of perfuafion and ac- : table fafts how they, who ex- 

quiefcence. All power is ecuted it, underftood it. I 

given unto me in heaven and in call this an important paf- 
earth Go ye therefore into all .fage, becaufe, expounded by 
the world teach all nations Acls, it decides innumerable 
preach the go/pel to4<very crea- queftions in theology. Who 
tunTeach them to obferve is Chrift, and by what au- 
;?// things ivhatfoever I com- thority does he aft ? He is an 
mand you baptize them in the ttniverfal king, and his lung- 
name of the Father, and of the dom is allowed by his Father 
Son, and of the Holy Ghofl to extend over all perfons 
He that belienietb and is bap- and places How did this 
tized, Jball be fayedHe that king prove his right, and af- 
lelievetb not jhall be damned certain his dominion ? By 
Behold, I fend the promife of figns, and wonders, and 
my father to you Tarry ye mighty deeds Did he con- 
at Jerufalem, until ye be en- fign over t his apoftles a 
dued -with power from on high power of legiflation ? No, 
Signs fi all follow them, that he ordered them to/<?f^what 
believe In my name they Jhall he had eommanded Might 
eaji out- devils they /hall fpeak the apoftles teach- and enjoin 
nvitb new tongues If they whatever. he had not prohi- 
drink any deadly thing, it Jhall bited ? They might not. 
v not hurt them fhey Jhall lay They were to teach an 
bands on the fick, and they obfervation of what he had 
jhall recover to! I am <with pojitively inftituted Might 
you al~jjpy, even unto. the end' they preach the gofpel to 
of the 'world. fsnners? To every rational 

For the fublimity of the creature in the whole world 
li.yle of this commiffion fee -Is the religion to be pro- 
pagated 
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r that he was only fent to tie loft /beep of the houfe of 
Jfraelwd. that it was not meet to give the children's 

. lnad to dogs. This ieems contrary to an almoft 
infinite number of paflages of fcripture, which 

affirm, Jefus Chrift is the light of the Gentiles (6) 

' - ' to 

pagated local, national, par r affe&ed an infignificant 

tiai ? It is univerfal May it haughtinefs in fpeaking of 

be propagated by fire, and the reft of mankind, and 

fvvord, and penal fanftions ? .called them the nations, the 

It may not. [t is to be fpread gentiles, barbarians, and fo 

by teaching What is pre- on. The firft chriftians, be r 

vioufly neceffary to baptifm ? ing Jews by birth, bore the 

Prqfeifion of 'faith in the gof- fcandal of this national fin, 

pel Is baptifm a Handing after they had imbibed the 

ordinance ? It is XRinjunSJon, benevolent fpirit of the gof- 

and has never been repealed, pel. The curt, and fome- 

and herein it differs from times obfcure ftyle of Taci- 

'promifes of miraculous gifts, tus, has given occafion to 

and portions of diyine affif- feveral learned men to diC- 

tance, which depend on the pate the meaning of his well- 

difcretion of the promifer known exjireflion, odlo bnmfini^ 

Does the chriftian fyiten\ -A- generis tcmvitti JUKI. (An rial, 

low a preacher of the ^olpel 1. xv. c. 44.) Some think, he 

to preach terror? He is to means to fay, All mankind bated 

preach to unbelievers, and to Chrijliam; others think, it 

denounce damnation -Is chrif- fliould be unclentcod, CL-rif- 

tianity to con tin u-".? To the items hated all mankind. Ths 

end \. the world Is it to be latter feems moa: natural, 

continued by the mere aid of and agreeable to his defign ; 

.learning, reafon, eloquence^ for, it-is plain, he is fpeak- 

&c. ? The prefence of Cbrift ing of what he cajled an ex- 

is to be fuperadded. Thefe, ecrat>lf. fupfrftiiion, taught by 

and many other articles, bold Chrit'c a Jew, and pradi'cd. 

fortb this word of life to the by Jewifh followers. The 

ipecial attention of a chriitian dcfcription does not fit chrif- 

minifter, and, by a proper tians : but it does Jews, who 

regard to it, he may rejoice in were raving mad on account 

thedayofChrifti that he hath of that aflbciation of Gen- 

flot run in vain, nor laboured tiles with jews, which chrif- 

in vain. Phil, ii. 16. Hanky propofed to make. 

(6) Light to the Gentiles. S. Paul defcribes them in the 

Religious bigotry was the fame manner, i The/T. ii. 

national fin of the Jews, they 15,16. Tbej killed ibz LirJ 

A a 2 it I'm 
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to Urn jhall the gathering of the people le. Thefe 
and all other iuch paffages will perfe&ly agree, if 

you 



and their own prophets production of the greateft 

theyferfecute us they pleafe facial good as the pole-ftar 

not God they are the ewmies of his miniflry, will not 

of all mankind they forbid us greatly err in executing it. 

to /peak to the Gentile, that His aim will be to give light 

tbej might he. fawd. to them, who fit in dark- 

Dr. Sclater, one of our old nefs ; to difplace confufion, 

divines, remarks, not iiru to eflablifh order, and to 

properly, on this place, that impel men to a&ion. by pro 

" all, who hinder the preach- per motives. 
ing of the gofpel are to be There feem to be four great 

reputed capital enemies to objecls, which deferve the 

all mankind, by depriving attention of fuch a man. i. 

people of the greateft good." Perfecution. He, who perfe- 

There is a great deal of cutes a chriftian minifter for 

meaning in this expreffion. preaching the gofpel, ought 

The evident defign of the to be reputed an enemy of 

gofpel is to produce the uni- mankind. z. What retrains 

verial focial felicity of all freedom of thought, without 

mankind. Now the felicity which no man can form prin- 

ef intelligent beings cannot ciples of his own, is arj ini- 

be produced without the re- mical invafion. of the rights 

moval of ignorance, vice, o'f all mankind. 3. Tedious 

and infenfibility, the three repetitions of human rituals 

chief caufes- of human mi- in divine worlhip, crowding 

fery. In order to remove the preaching of the divine 

thefe, the gofpel gives us word up into a corner to 

a fet of juft true notions a make room for human in- 

clafs of 'virtues and power- ventions, are on the fame 

ful motives to engage us to fide againft the rational in- 

admit the firft and to praftife telligent rights of all men, 

the laft. But thefe three re- 4. Obliging all minifters to 

medies, contained in the gof- preach by any one fet of rules, 

pel, are to be conveyed out of grammar, rhetorick, the- 

ftf the book into the man ; ological phrafeology, and fo 

fcr as they lie in the letter on, deferves . to be claffed 

they operate nothing. Now with the former a&s of hof- 

th is is the work of a gofpel tility. The firft of thefe 

jrii.nifter, as an inftrument in crimes takes away the light 

the hand of the holyfpirit; the fecond wounds the eye, 

ind he, who comlderi the . that ftipuld fee in it the third 

- 
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you diftinguifh time, and occafion." While Jefus 
Chrift was upon earth, he was the minifter of the 

drcum- 



fhews that objeft in ten mi- 
nutes only, which cannot be 
understood without the atten- 
tion of an hour and the 
fourth precludes the benefit 
to be derived from feeing the 
objeftj by confining it to a 
fixed point, at which indeed 
fome eyes can fee it belt: 
but where others cannot pof- 
fibly fee it at all. In a plan 
aiming fimply at the felicity 
of our fellow-creatures, there 
is neither grammar nor rhe- 
torick, phrafeology, propri- 
ety, fyftem, nor fenfe: but 
the information, fanclifica- 
tion, and falvation of the au- 
ditors is all in all. Propriety 
in a barn may be impropriety 
in a cathedral: but if it in- 
form, fanftify, and fave a 
foul in a barn, it ought to 
pafs for propriety ; for it is 
in efFeft fenfe, fyftem, learn- 
ing and all. 

It has been a fafliion with 
fome divines to divide their 
fermons by figure. The Spa- 
riifh preachers have delighted 
much in this method, and 
fome of them have laid down 
rules for preaching thus. The 
preacher is going to fill his 
auditors with difguft with fin. 
In order to this he takes a 
text, that diffuades from fin 
in general. In his introduc- 
tion he calls fin difea/e, and 
then treats of various vices 



under the notion of bodily 
diforders. An auditor feems 
to be in a county hofpital, 
and the chaplain leads him 
from ward to ward, from bed 
to bed, and leftures him at 
every paufe. This is not a 
method of preaching I mould 
choofe, however, I am fome- 
times edified by it; and I 
never dare prefume to pro- 
fcribe the method, for it may 
be eafieft to fome auditors to 
come at the ideas of the 
preacher by means of fuch fi- 
gures, and if they beinformed, 
and their felicity produced, 
the end is anfwered, the chap- 
lain and I are happy in fee- 
ing it, and thus we approve 
of what we do not like. Give 
the gendles light : that is all. 

Cardinal Borromeus,in his 
oration to the clergy of Milan, 
at opening his fixth provin- 
cial council, delivered his 
ideas in this manner. " A&s 
xx. 28. Take heed therefore 
unto your/elves, and to all the 
flock, &c. Two things we 
muft attend to the prefent 
feck flate of the diocefe and 
the. medicines proper for reco- 
vering the patients commit- 
ted to our care. Let us con- 
iider the province as one large 
hofpital. See, pride is a fpi- 
ritual dropfy The concupif- 

ife of youth is a high fever 
is madneft 
Some 
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'xircumci/tott, 'as S. Paul fpcaks, that. is, his perib: 



nal 



Some are /e/roa/ others fa- Harp. Exp. 115; pfalm. Tho. 

r 0/F//Y Tome are/aw* others Becon, 1^67 .-'-Dromms of 

*/a>#^ fome deaf others doomef-day. 

blind &c. Theie difeafes, 3, 'Natural images Seven 

dangerous in patients, are Sobs of a forrowful foul. Will, 

intolerable in phjjidans, cic- Hunnis, 1578. Seven peni- 

rical blmdnefs, lamenefs, &c. tential pfalms in metre Hive 

areiniuffcrabk."Thisisrea!ly full of' honey. Genefis in 

a good difcourfe, and a great metre. Handful of honni- 

snany juft and adequate ideas fuckhs Diamond tf devotion, 

are taught under images in Fleming, 1580. 

tbemfilvcf difagreeabie : but 4. Oracle images. The 

in their effects, perchance, craft for to die, 1506 Hea- 

not fo. Pa/i. Infiruct. Carol venly thrift, Luke viii. 1 8. 

-Sorromisi, or at. vi. Chrift. Shutte. 1577. The 

Let us judge thus of our ripping up of the pope's //- 

own divines, who have ex- del, (a fardel was a pedlar's 

pofed religious knowledge pack.) The way to wealth, 

^to view, i. Under medical by Rob. Crowley, 1550. , 

images. Prefervative br/wz- There would be no end of 

cle, [treacle] againft the tranfcribing titles. Minors 

poyfon of Pelagius. By J])r. r looking git,/]l:s~~jp\-in^ glajfes 

Will. Turner, 1551. Difco- fpeflachs fat blind papifts 

very of ten Englifli -lepers } pathways laddm dcori 

very noifom to the church - - pats for preachers-r-a/flrnw for 

i. A fchifmatike. 2. A finners cordials for faints, 

church-robber. 3. A fimo- combats with the devil and 

niacke, &c. ByTho.Timme, poifons for the pope Thefe 

1592. The ck man's falue, were the names of fome of 
&c. By Tho. Becon, 1591. the artillery, with which our 
A weapon -fa foe for the anceftors befieged courts and 
church's^om. Stillingfleet. pulpits, fynods and fchools, 
The Anatomy of the Maffe, then occupied by papifts, 
1555. and with which they actually 
2. Mujlcal images. Har- drove them thence. 1 feel a : 
many from heauen Seng of facred awe at beholding the 
Simeon, Luke ii. 29. 'frum- venerable old inftruments, 
fet of the foul, Eccl. xi. 9. " flirring up dialogues be- 
by Hen. Smith, i $95. The tween Lent and liberty deli- 
bmngoi the Mnffi 1 , written berate aunfweares to prove 
meeter, 1555.- David's papilles antichriftiany<-/;//^- 

iike* 



rial minifterial commiffion was only to the Jews t 

but 

// -and apologies for thofe dog of hell charged with; 

Englime preachers, which falfe dotfrine" I love to hear 

Cerberus, the three-headed them fing, 

" God fave the king, and fpeed the plough, 
And fend the prelates care inough, 

Inough, inough, inough." 

See MaunfeU's Catalogue, black tinder-box, that {lands 

Crovjlej, Pierce Plowman, &c. in a footy hole in the kitchen 

Our ancettors had certainly chimney.. Venerable flint 

a very high opinion of their and fteel, tinder and tin ! 

own productions j they called Parent of all this light and 

them demonjlratwe orations heat! Peace be with you ! 
defenfatwe expofitions piti- (7) Obferve occajions. The 

ins lamentations _/%///#/ de- abufe of any thing will j uftify 

finitions godly exercifes a preacher in decrying on 

right godly injunctions right one occafion what on another 

godly and learned traftations he would recommend," there 

fingular meditations golden are two reafons of difguft 

colleclions fajeet and com- with knowledge, J. The little 

fortable things for the poor progrefs, which they make, 

foul ghoftly perfuafions y&- who carry their inveftigations 

rapbical queftions and di- fartheft. In proportion to 

vine refponfes -jewels of joy the advance, that we make 

caftles of comfort 'potations in this wide field, we difco-^ 

for Lent and pomanders for ver new and unbounded 

Eafter profitable books for fpaces, or, mall I fay, new 

man's foul, and right com- abyfies beyond our {kill to 

fortable for the body ; to all fathom ? the more wo are 

which we add our devotional nourifhed in the deep pafture 

wifti : May inflexible criti- of human, fcience the more 

cifm never fummon you into hungry we are; the eye it ne- 

court! There are in the ver fatisfad with filing, nor 

houfe where I write this fe- the ear with hearing, and of 

yeral good fires, and candles making many booh there is no 

in proportion, to the no fmall end. 

comfort of,- the family this 2. The little juftiqe, that; 

fnowy evening : butlproteft, is rendered in the world to 

I believe, were a man to trace thofe, who excel in know- 

them to their origin, he ledge, is another reafon of 

would travel from candle to difguft. He, that . increafetb 

candle, from fire to fire, till knowledge, imrsafeth /strew ; 

he arrived at Mrs. Cook's it bappnetk to me even as to a 

fooL 



C .19* ) 

but when he was exalted to glory, , his miniftry 

extended over the whole earth. (7) , , ' 

fool. Yes, after you have you -endeavour to heal the 

devoted your youth, injured wounds, which pedantry and 

your health, and fpent your perfection have given it; 

fortune to inform your own that you trouble fociety, when 

mind, and to enable you to you would purify morality, 

inform thofe of others, it 'will fubjefting to its holy laws 

happen to you even as it hap- the great as well as the fmall, 

feneth to a fool. You will be magiftrates as well as fub- 

told, fciences are unworthy jefts. In a word both in 

the purfuits of a man of qua- church and ftate they will 

lity. A Plebeian, who fets prefer novices before you, 

up for a man of quality, will novices^ hardly worthy to be 

tell you, a man of birth and your difciples. 

breeding mould afpire at Happy idiots! v^ho, in- 

fomething more noble than toxicated with vanity, and 

queftions of jurifprudence, iriclofed in a circle of idiots 

cafes of confcience, and ex- like yourfelves, inhale the ' 

pofitions of fcripture. You fmoke of their incenfe, after 

will be told, there does not you have been ftupified with 

require fo much knowledge your own. You, who affeft 

to Ihine in political ftations, bombaftickphrafes, hoiftthe 

and to judge upon tribunals fails of your fwelli'ng elo- 

concerning the fortunes and quence, and fail before a fair 

lives of your fellow-citizens, wind into this ocean of glory. 

Young prefumptuous lads You, whofe fuperb nonfenfe, 

will pafs a final judgment whofe ftale common-places, 

upon your difcourfes, and will whofe pedantick fyftems have 

fay, with a decifive tone, gained you a reputation of 

this is notfolid, that is fuper- knowledge and erudition, 

' faial. The fuperiority 1 of your condition appears often 

your knowledge will raife up to me preferable to that of 

againft you a world of igno- the moft refined geniufles, the 

ramufes, who will affirm, moft confummate fcholars. 

that you corrupt youth, when Ah ! it happeneth to me as to a 

you would guard them fool, I have hated this >life t 

againft prejudices : that you c." Saurin. firm. lorn. xii. 

ftrike at orthodoxy, when fur k degout du mo.tde. 
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XVIII. 

CONTRAST WORDS AND ACTIONS. (8) 

Thus you may oppofe the agonies and terrors*' 
which feized Jefus Chrift at the approach of death, 

againft 

(8) Contra/} words and at- dence with' the folly of him, 

titns. This is, as our att- who complains of it; the 

thor prefently expreffes it, fufficiency of pardoning mercy 

one of the fineft topicks of with the abundance of a fin- 

illuftration. There is no end ne.r's unworthinefs ; the plea- 

of the utility of it in theo-^ fures (si piety with the amufe- 

logy. It illuftrates revelation ments of fin j the privileges 

by contrafting it with all of & faint with the licentiouf- 

fyftems of natural religion, nefs ofafinner; the aids f 

Never manfpake like this man. the holy/pint with the efforts 

John vii. 46. It illuftrates of the tempter; the joys be- 

cbriftianity by placing it op- yond death with the agonies 

pofite to Judaifvt. Te are not of dying It is ufeful to re- 

torn to mount Sinai : but ye cover a ladjlider, by com- 

are come to mount Zion, Heb. paring his prefent ftate with 

xii. 1 8, 22. It diftinguifheth a former ftate. Did I appear 

true minifters of Chrift from to tt>e bonfe of thy father ? &c. 

pretenders. We are not as many ' Sam. ii. 27. xv. 17. Jer. 

who corrupt the word of God : ii. 2,5,20, &c. Ezek. xvi, 

iut <we fpeak as of God. ^ Cor. Gal. iii. i , 4 . &c. ' In thefe, 

H 17. xi, &c. It difplays and in a thoufand other ca- 

the beauty of a true church fes, contraft is lovely beyond 

by comparing it with the de- conception, and fcriptnre 

formity offal/e religion. Of abounds with it. 
Mohammedifm, popery, and Contrafts may be taken 

all- political religions it may from perfoti, What God hath 

ftfely be afked, what agree- cleanfed, call not tbou [ho- 

wnt bath the temple of God muncio] common, Afts x. 15, 

'with idols? 2 Cor, vi. 16. -from place, Pafs over the 

It is ^of excellent ufe in z/es, fend unto Kedar, and 

preaching the la<w t by con- fee, hath a nation changed 

trailing what men are with their idols: but toy people [in 

what they ought to le. 2 Pet. Judea] have changed their 

i. ii. It i s excellently glory. Jer. ii. 10, n. 

adapted to comfort by com- from iiffie~-relatioti~~8ic. &c. 
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againft the conftancy and joy of the martyrs, 
flew to martyrdom as to a victory. This con- 
trariety of emotions is accounted for by the diffe- 
rence of the perfons. Jefus Chrift was the medi- 
ator of men towards God, bearing their fins, and 
engaging with th'fc eternal juftice of his father: 
but the*martyrs were believers, reconciled to God, 
fighting under Chrift's banner, and as myftical 
foldiers maintaining his righteous claims, One 
was filled with a fenfe of God's wrath againft men: 
the others were filled with a fenfe of his love. 
Chrift met death as an armed enemy and as one 
who, till that time, had a right to triumph over 
mankind: but martyrs approached him as a'van- 
quimed enemy* or rather as an enemy reconciled* 
who having changed his nature was become fa- 
vourable to men. In one word Jefns Chrift was 
at war with death : whereas death was at peace 
and in friendship with the martyrs. (9) 

In 



Contraft is faid to lead to M would be avoided: but 
the curt, fententious ftyle. he, who had a fpreading !& 
The book of proverbs profy to all appearance, and 
abounds with examples : but who yet had fome favourable 
unlefs the contraft be quite fymptoms, muft be confined, 
clear, the ftyle will become left he .mould communicate 
obfcure by contraft. Some infe&ion. The text, then, 
contrafts muft be explained, fpeaks of three forts of men, 
Thus, / would thou nvsrt cold the zealous, the profane, and 
or hot. Rev. iii. 15. The the lukewarm. Thefe muft 
doftrine of this paffage is, as be contracted in order to 
one obferves, that " vice prove the laft the moft dan- 
mixed with virtue is more gerous minifter in the 
da-ngerous to fociety than church." Gilbert Abbas '/ertn. 
vice alone." He explains 32. ap. Eman. nefaur.de/ac, 
this paflage, then, by " Lev. concion. 
xiii. The man free from le- (9) Contraft the death of 
profy, and the man , all le- Chrift- with the deaths of^nar- 
rous might go about freely, tyrs. 'Many of our divines 
The firft could not infeft, the urge this argument with 



great 
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In general, we may afftrm, that contrail is 
f tfoe moft beautiful topicks of chriftian rhetorick; 

and 



wreat force tn proof '.of the 
doftrine of vicarious fatisfac- 
tion for fin. I confefs, I 
never met with any tolerable 
account of the terror of Chrift 
in view of death, commonly 
called his agony, his cup y 
jLuke xxii. 44. 42. except in 
that fyftem, which goes on 
the doclrine of atonement. 
Innocence had no caufe to 
fear on its own account, and 
yet Chrift had more terror in 
dying than any of his fol- 
lowers. He did not, how- 
ever, expire in terror : but, 
laving cried 'with a loud 
yoke IT is FINISH ED, bow- 
ed his head., and yielded up 
ihis holy foul all placid and 
ferene to God his Father. 

(l) Contrajls are jinking. 
One of the fineft modern con- 
trafts, that I have feen, is 
that of Bp. Maffillon in one 
of his advent fermons, pour 
lejour des morls. The fuojeft 
as death. The text Rev. xiy. 
33. The whole fermon, ex- 
cept exordium and concla- 
, which are ihqrt, v con- 
of two, what {hall I call 
, pictures, qr originals ? 
one is a defcription of 
a fyvg faint, s the other that 
f an expiring firmer. I dare 
:ot attempt to tranflate them. 
They ere inimitably beauti- 
ful. -Each departing foul re- 
coolly on the paft, at- 
tp preterit condition, 



looks forward to futu- 
rity. What four ces of joy to 
the one, and of mifery to the 
other! 

Qortrafts mufl le natural. 
That is to fay, they, muft 
arife o.ut of a real oppofition, 
founded in the nature of 
things, and not out of fan- 
ciful, artificial oppofitions, 
which owe their exigence to 
the genius of the preacher,, 
Young minilters are very apt 
to affecl the finking in their 
firft eflays, and this leads 
them into licentious anti- 
thefes, falfe points of wit, 
comical affociations of terms, 
and fometimes falfe doflrine. 
Jn thofe cafes fpeefbificaiioK. 
produces ftrikijication: but 
what becomes of edification ? 
It; is eafy to affecl: but to 
touch the paffions properly, 
and to purpofe.s worthy of a 
fober mind, is not fo very 
ea,fy. -I am iiruck at feeing 
a rope-dancer exhibit; for, 
:,not having the honour of 
knowing the principles of 
his art, I am every moment 
afraid he mould fall, and 
break his neck. :I mould be, 
very differently ftricken, 
mould a long loft female 
friend, with penetration in 
her eye, fenfibility in her 
features, and gracefulnefs in 
all her Heps, unexpectedly 
enter my room. I Jhould be 
no longer myfejf, I fliould 

B b z ' freely, 



and that which f urnifhes the moil flriking illuftra- 
tions. Great care, however, mu.ft be taken, that 

the 

freely, and infUntly give dates the oddeft things in the 

royfelf up to the emotions of world; and their preachers 

my heart, forget that I ex- often bring A<ue Maria and 

ifted, and when I recovered the text together by violent 

my fenfes find myfelf bath- jerks. Our divines, how* 

ing in felicity in the bofora ever, being not neceffitated 

of my friend. Thus unex- to work literary miracles to 

pefted truths ftrike : but they keep legends and lies in com- 

muft appear truths to do fo. pany with the fober truths of 

Prudence and genius, verfa- religion, are often naturally 

tility and gravity muft unite led to ftrike the attention of 

to form a good contrail. their auditors by juft con- 

Cotitrafts muft be eafy to be trails. Thus, the late pious 

comprehended. Some divines, Mr. Walker of Truro began 

and thofe of the church of a fermon on thefe words, 

Rome above all others, deal Blejfid ah the dead, which dig 

out contraft very profufely in the Lord, Rev. xiv. 13. -- 

for the fake of gaining at- After a paufe, he exclaimed, 

tention. Thus one began his " How! - - BlefTed are the 

fermou, on an Afh Wednef- dead! - - Bleffed are the 

day. " If the gofpel read DEAD! - - No furely - - - 

to day command me to jet Bleffed are the living; for 

tny affeBtons on things above, they po/Tefs -the power of 

how is it, Rome! that you gratifying their fen/tial ap- 

yequire me to attend to duft jietitei the means of cheri(li : 

and afhes ? The gofpel fays, ing their pafftpns opportu- 

Rife; the church bids me nities of purfuing lawful bit- 

ftoop'! The gofpel bids me Jinefs advantages, of inielhc- 

look up; the church fays tual attainments -Are not 

Look down !' &c. $ic." After thefe the bleffed/ - - Hear 

a long propoli.ng of thefe op- S. John. Bleffed are the dead, 

pofites, the preacher folves which die in the Lord. " They 

the difficulty bj proving, enjoy advantages fuperior to 

that repentance and'humili- all thefe." This introduc- 

ation lead to elevation and tion was greatly admired, 

felicity. Panigerola ' apud It ftruck at once the atten- 

> Eman. Thefaur. defac. cone. ' tion of the audience, and a 

This method is very corn- plan of difcuffipn for the 

jnonly trite and trifiing; andj preacher, 

if it be often repeated, it lofes 'In like manner, we might 

allits little force. The religion fay, " Phil. i.'l. Paul to 

of the church of Rome affo- l&e faints at 





the oppofitions be natural, eafy to comprehend* 
and properly placed in a full, clear, light, (i) 

XIX. 

Tell me freely, brethren ! enemy to them, and is. now 
iave I not discovered my ig- calling Gaius and Demetrius, 
porance or imprudence in yea the infpired writings of 
the choice of my text? - S. John out of the churcii. 
Paul writes to faints - - - See this ignorant, impious, 
Alas! my auditors! this let- fingularly wicked image of 
ter is not directed to fome of Lixifer, afpiring to fet his 
you ! - - - Were your moral throne abave the ftars of Go/, 
'Hate to be exprefled in apof- and elevating himfelf on the 
tolical addreffes, they mult ruins of religion. Let us 
run, Paul to drunkards - - - confider thefe two fubjefts, 
Peter to blafpbmers - - James the inthronization of human 
to Athetjls and Deifts - - John will, and the facred equality 
to hypocrites and Pharifees - - taught by S. John, and for 
However, I abide by my this purpofe let us. contrail 
choice,, and I am going to the authority the nature 
jdtify S. Paul, by proving- the fpirit and the end of 
that intemperance, igno- both, 
ranee, obftinacy, and duplj- Cantrafts muft^e well-placed. 
city incapacitate men for They produce fine effects 
profiting by fcripture and every where: but the finer!, 
that a certain purity of mind I prefiime to guefs, in con- 
is previoufly necefTary to our cliifeons. Mofes, collecting at 
edification. the clofe of his miniihy all 
Thus again, Diolnpheslo'v- his fire and force, charged 
eth to have the pre-eminence, the Ifraelites to place the 
John ill. p.. - And does llrjfin^s on mount Gerizim, 
not Diouephes deferve praife and tb(? ctir/es on mount Ebal, 
for this ? Perhaps he aims to and to let them ftand in con- 
excel in knowledge - ~ Per- trait for popular edification, 
haps he wifhes to attain fu- D.;ut. xxxvii. ij, 12, 13. 
perior degrees of piety - - Chriftian minifters often 
Perhaps he would be exem- imitate him, and any fubjecT; 
plarily holy in all manner of \yilladmitofit. ThusCar- 
godlinefs, in humility pru- dinal Borromeus clofes his 
dsncepai ience benevolencet fecond oration to his clergy, 
and fo on - - Ah! nothing " God, your offended judge, 
of all this, .His haughty fays, If ye be feers by office, 
foul is content to continue how is it ye are. blind in 
void of all thefe excellencies, practice ? If I appointed you 
He is even a determiue.d to feed my flocks, why do 

you 



XIX. . 

EXAMINE THE GROUNDS, OR CAUSES OF AB- 
ACTION OR AN EXPRESSION j AND SHE\V THE 
OR EQUITY OF IT. 



For example. When the incarnation of Jefus 
Chrift is in queftion, as in this text, ffie word was 
'made fie$i you may recur to the foundations of 
this truth, as revealed in fcripture, in order tp 
fhew that a divine perfon did take upon him real 
true humanity, in oppofition to the notions of fome 
ancient hereticks, who iroagined, that the human 
nature of Chrift was only apparent. (2) For this 
purpofe, you muft look into the ancient prophe- 
cies for fuch paffages as attribute two natures, the 
iiuman and divine, to the one perfon of the Mef- 
faah. To the fame pyrpofe you may alfo apply 
Hewvteftament texts, which fpeak of the fame 
fubjedl ; and yon may farther obferve fuch reafons 
of this fingular ceconofny, as theology furniflieth, 

and 



you fufFer diem -to persfti church, the terrible day of 

for hunger? If ye be the fait judgment, 1 endlefs rewards, 

of the earth, where is your and everlafiing woes, are all 

favour ? If ye be the light thefe nothing to you ! Pafl. 

of the world, why do ye inftrutt, oral, canal. H. Card. 

fuffer people tp fit in dark- Borrow. 
flefs? If I appointed you to (2) Some heretids denied 

be my mouth, why are ye Cb'rifis real humanity. Gnof- 

tlumb ? If ye be unequal to ticks, Apollinarians, &c. 

your duty, why are ye fo am- Epipbax. H/sref. xxvi. 76, 77. 

bitious as to hold your of- Sac. EccL liift. lib. ii. cap. 46. 
^ces? If equal to it, why do Hooker rightly fays, " Ei> 

ye not djfcharge it ? The rors in this article of faith, 

fue cf the prophets, the pre.- are either from dividing the 

cepts cf the gofpel, the ex- perfon,- which is but one, or 

araples of the apoftles, reli- confounding the natures, which 

g-ion, piety, the Hate of the are two. Hoak, Eccl fol. . 



and which are taken from the defign of otir fal- 
vation, (3) 

In 

M Examine the ground of -do. John vi. 5, 6. See xiii. 

an exprefflon or a 8 ion, and 27,28,6,7. 
(hew the equity of it, Two 4. Principles are fometimes 

things are neceffary here, beft urged by implication. 

i; 'A faff muft be ascertained. Thus i Cor. iv. We are ftew- 

2. The principles of ,it muft be ards you ought to give us 

inveftigated. The bare men- credit for fidelity*-you afFeft 

tion of this fubjecl. fh^vvs the to doubt our principles 

neceffity of caution. Well, defer your judgment 

1. A faft may fa fuppofed-, of our hearts till the Lord" 
which is" not true. A certain Ihall judge the world and 
perfon affirmed, baptifm was now examine our actions, 
elTential to falvation, and ive are made afpeftach to the 
thought he proved his pofi- world, and fo on. 

tion by adding, Jefus Chriil 5. A faft may be afcer* 

fays, He that believed, and tained^ the principles of it 

is baptized, jhall befaved: but may be pretty clear, and yet 

he that belie<vethnot, AND is circumftances may make it 

NOT BAPTIZED, jhall be proper for obfervers only to 

damned, Mark xvi. 16. No, query. His majefty, James I. 

replied his opponent, Jefus ordered his " ambafia'dors to 

Chrift never faid fo. advife the ftates of Holland 

2. A faft may be afcer- to beware in time of here- 
tained, and the principles of tical preachers, and not to 
it may be declared. I count fufFer them to creep into 
all things but lofs for the ex- their ftate. His principal 
(ellency of the knowledge of meaning," he is pleafed to 
Cbrijl Jejlis my Lord. Phil, add, " was of Arminius, 
iii. 8. I give up all by who was lately dead." Query, 
choice ; for I have ftudied What could induce his ma- 
bo.th fubje&s, and prefer jefty to guard the united pro- 
Chriftianity with all its dif- vinces againft the. creeping 
advantages. ' of a dead man ? 

( 3- A fal may be after- His majefty complains of 

tained, and it may be proper fate, and fays, " It was our 

to conceal the principles of it. hard hap not to heare of this 

Jefus faid unto Philip, Whence Arminius before he was 

Jhall nve buy bread? T'his he' dead." Query, What could 

faid to prove him ; for hi him- a defender of British epif- 

filf hew what, he would copal faith have done in a 

'Dutch' 
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In like manner, when you treat of the 
ilon of Chrift, or his afcenfwn to heaven, you mud; 
take this topick, and mew the fidelity and credibility 
of the teftimony borne by his apoftles. Your ar- 
gument may be eftablifhed by obferving what fol- 
lowed 



Dutch prefbyterian church* Verily, it is not fair fotf 

had it been his foft hap to kings t to write on religiou3 

have heard of Arminius du- controverfies. The fate, that 

ring his life ? His majefty is makes them kings, obligetk 

pleafed to inform the Irates* them to be impartial, and 

both in Latin and Englilh, prohibits their throwing their 

that he is " a chriftian king, weight into either fcale. God 

the defender of the faith, forbid, faid a mufician once 

keeper and avenger of both to a prince^ your majefty 

the tables of the law, and .mould underftand mufick as 

jiurfing father of the church ; well as I do! With much 

and as fuch, that he requires '. more reafon may divines fay 

a book written by profeffor fo of polemical divinity. Few 

Vorftius to be burned, and royal authors 'have gained 

lie leaves it to their chriftian any laurels in thefe encoun- 

wifdom to determine whe- ters. Many have rendered 

ther ever any heretique better themfelves ridiculous by at- 

deferved to be burned than tempting to do fo. James I. 

the author himfelf." Query, was laughed at by fuch as 

Do nurfing fathers burn their dare laugh during his life, 

children? Old' Betty mail and all Europe has done it 

rmrfe mine then. fmce the expulfion of his fa- 

His majefty thought pro- mily. His clergy called him 

per to dedicate this book Solomon, and he was Solomon 

" fo the honour of our Lord enough to believe them. 

and Saviour Jefus Chrift, The Some of the courtiers of the 

eternal Sonne of the eternal Fa- French king were one day 

ther" and to ftyle himfelf calling him fo before his ma- 

*' His moft humble, and moft jefty. Yes, faid Lewis, his 

obliged Jer<vant, James by the majefty is a Solomon. He 

Grace of God king of Great is the fon of David the fidler, 

jBritaine, France and Ireland, and he writes pamphlets on 

Defender of th'e faith.'" Query, religion ! Bp. Burnet calls 

Was God Almighty's moft him the meaneft prince, that 

obliged humble fervant free ever fat upon a throne. Hift* 

from prefumption ? Dsclar, of Houfe of Stuart, James I. 
inft Vorflius t 1612. 
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lowed his refurreftion and afccnfionj as the effu- 
.fion of the fpirit, the abolition of the empire of the 
devil and his idols, the converfion of whole nations 
to the worihip of the one true God, miracles, pro- 
phecies, &c. 

The fame method is proper, when fome pre- 
faftions are your fubjedls, as the deftruction of 
Jerufalem, and the rejection of the Jews : for you 
'may either narrate hiftory to mew the execution* 
or you may reafon upon the fubject to mew how 
wonderful the divine wifdom was in that difpenfa- 
tion ; the whole will evince the truth of the pre- 
dictions. (4) 

I faid alfo, the grounds and caufes cf an action 
or expreffion might be examined to Jhew the equity 
md truth of either. This principally takes place, 
when any thing furprizing and uncommon is in 
queftion; for iiich things at firft ieem to mock 
the minds of auditors ; or when you are prefling 

home 



(4) Evince ly invefigathig to refer every thing to our- 
taitfes. To this topics this felves, and which condemns 
fermon of Maffillon muft be any thing, that does not en- 
referred, " Firft, What are ter into our views and fchemes 
the fecret caufes of our revolt of happinefs. 3 . It proceeds 
againft the will of God ? 2. from a falls notion of virtue, 
What are the advantages which fubftitutes ufelefs de- 
which accompany fubmiflion fires after what God does not 
to his holy will ? Whence is require of us in the place of 
it, that we never will what duties, which his holy will 
God wills ? Yet whence is it, does impofe on us. 4. The 
that there is fo much com- advantages of fubmiflion arife 
fort and delight in willing from a quiet confiding in God 
only what he wills ? Our for future things an acquief- 
rebellion againft the divine cence in his will under prefent 
will proceeds from a vain embarraffments and a deli- 
rea/bn, which raflily con- verance from ufelefs regrets 
<iemns what it cannot com- concerning the paft. Ma/". 
prehend. z. It is owing to My/, pour la purlfc, fie la Si 
felf-love, which inclines us vierye. 

VOL, II. Cc 
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home an exhortation to the pra&ice of any duty 
, which cannot be performed without difficulty. 
For example. The Pharifees complain in thegofpel, 
that the difciples of Chrift did not keep the traditions 
of the elders. In order to juftify the difciples, 
fhew the foundations of Chriftian liberty, and re- 
mark, that the true worfhip of God does not con- 
lift in the pbfervation of external ceremonies, 'much 
lefs in the obfervation of human traditions and 
cuftoms : but it confifts of true piety, real inward 
holinefs, and actual obedience to the command- 
ments of God. (5) 

So 



($} Shew the grounds of Cbrif- debates \syfcripture. Ho\v- 

iian liberty. No fubjeft re- ever, we mould be taken in 

quires more attention than were we to expeft thefe fine 

this at prefent in our churches, profeffions to be realized in 

It oughf to be well ftudied, actual pra&ice. Between col- 

and thoroughly invefligated ; lege and church there lie fe- 

for, (I am forry to fay fo.) veral expofitory deeds to be 

there is a world of collufion executed, all efiential to an 

among divines in this article, entrance into the latter. In 

They give' us one liberty in all thefe, not the fcriptures 

their books, and another in as God gave them: but the 

practice. Afk a papift to de- fcriptures as expounds city cer- 

rlne chriftiari, liberty in ther tain articles ; not the church 

ory, and he will tell you, as Chrift' and his apoftles left 

" vera hominis libertas in it: but the church of Eng- 

hoc confiftit, ut homo ea land as 'eftablijbed, are the 

folum agat, qua; fecundum objects of contemplation, 

rationh imperium agenda ve- You have the liberty of re- 

niunt." Joan. Segobie-tijts, de fufal : but then you muft 

Pra$ic. Evang. lib. ii. 1 1 . . purchafe religious liberty by 

This is very plaufible : refigning fome of your civil 

bur, the mifchief is, the ca- rights as a man, and a Bri- 

. nonifls and the courts in real ton. The boafted ALLIANCE 

praftke expound it of the of fome churches with fome 

infallible reafon of the pope, ftates refembles an alliance 

The epifcopal church of Eng- between a good hufband and 

land .proppfes to give its a bad wife. The fervants 

members liberty, and to al- under both adore their maf- 

low them to determine all ter, pity and praife him, and 

efce 
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So again, when "Jefus Chrifl, after he had 
healed the paralytick man, 'commanded him 
to fin no more left a worfe thing came unto him. 
You muft go to the grounds of the expreffion to 
fhew its equity. Now thefe are, that fome fins 
had drawn the wrath of God upon him before 
that if he continued in them that wrath would 
certainly return that the favours, which we re- 
ceive from God, engage us to glorify him by 
good works, &c. (6) This topick is of great 
ufe in explaining the commandments of the law, 

the 



eke his vixen partner. The giftrate." The godlinefs of 

old coachman reads Gen. iii. Hen. VII^. and ( Elizabeth. 

17. and fays his prayers in were not to be difputed. 
the hayloft. The butler ad- Whitgift knew that, and fp 
mires the firft chapter of did Cartwright. The firft 
Either, and particularly the therefore publifhed for proofs 
lad verfe The groom, who gloffes of S. Auftin, and S. 
underftands prophecies, ap- Jerora, and the lalt was forced 
plies our Lord's epiftle to the to content himfelf with nurit- 
bifhop of Thyatira, Rev. ii. ing in the margin of his op- 

18, &c. to the cafe of the fa- ponent's books againft all 
mily and the chaplain, who iuch arguments " non va- 
under'ftands latin, and never 'let confequentia ad rem 
intends to marry, fings Poiy- nihil affert Hieronymus non 
phemus's love-fong. eft in 'iftis rebus arbiter et 

Our Cartwright, for the judex." I have Whitgift's 

puritans, affirmed at the re- book with many fuch mar- 

formation, "we meane not gin al notes, all written int 

to take awaye the authoritie Cartwight's own hand. 

of the civile magiilrate, to (6) Behold! thou art made 

whom we wiftie all bleffed- whole. Qu yap swev, 

neffe, and for the increafe of ffs cvoiwa, ari vying 

whofe godltneffe' we daily ^ WET , aiMtprave , mi 

praye: but that Chift being WK ^ a K 

reftored into his ' king-dome, > 

1^0, / ^ r \ ^ a ^ w* f*i Wpov TJ croi 

may rule in the fame by the r * r 

fcepter of his .**/. Whit- Ta ' a *PS 

gift replied, for the epifco- "> **' w** 

palians, "thrift rnleth in ^wwa? TJIV wyiaov TJIJ &{. 

%s church by the gedliemz- * V ? EV <pnvtv on iw |iay 

C C 2 
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the equity of which muft be made to appear; 
for it muft be proved, that they are all founded 
in nature, and have an inviolable fitnefs in the 
order of things. 

In fhort, it is proper to take this method with 
all exhortations to piety, charity, &c. which are 
found in fcripture. In order to perfuade people to 
the practice of them, their fitnefs muft be fhewed, 
by opening the grounds, reafons, and principles 
of our obligations to the pradtice of all thefe 
virtues. (7) XX. 



3i/5 a9njMyu Six!/> U OTJ fall tine leaft fign of impa- 
$IAAN0PZniA WTO. tience, or the leaft conv- 
Chryfojl. in Joann. v. 14. plaint. 
14. Hm!l. 38. tom.u. But muft I add? we, my 

(7) Shew reafons for tie brethren! we his members 
pra&ce of virtue Thus Maf- and difciples, alas! the 
fillon perfuades to a life of fmalleft difgufts, the leaft 
piety, though accompanied oppofitions we meet with ia 
with many difguftful cir- the practice of piety offend 
cumftances. ften the Jews r delicacy! Nothing is to 
took up /ones to Jlom him. ^ ^rd but complaining 
John x. 3 1. Thefe were the and murmuring, when we 
.returns of gratitude, which ceafe to tafte thofe pleafing 
JefusChrift received of men; attractions, which render 
thefe the correlations, with dut 7 delight. Toffed and 
which heaven permitted him diftreffed, we are almoft 
to be exercifed in the painful tempted to abandon God, 
courfe of his miniflry. At and "turn to the world as to 
onetime, they treated him as a gentler, and more conve- 
a Samaritan, as one that had e nt mafter ; in Ihprt, we 
a devil j at another, they took W0u l d have nothing but com- 
upJtonestoftewbim:ixd.tixQ& f P rts and pleafures. in the 
the fon of God pafled the ferviceof God! 
whole time of his life, al- But we ought to abide in 
ways expofed to the moft ob- a C0ur f e of obedience, though 
, ftinate contradiclions, meet- we do meet with difgufts: 
'Ing with almoft none but Becaufe, i. Difgufts are in - 
fuch as were infenfible of his evitable in ftis life. 2. Thofe 
benefits, and rebellious of fifty are not fo bitter as 
againft his preaching, and we imagine. 3. They are 
all this without his letting W* * thofe of the 



XX* 

THE GOOD AND BAD IN EXPRESSIONS 
AND ACTIONS. (8) 

This topick is of very great life in explaining 
the hiftories recorded in the gofpel, where you 
will frequently find actions and words, which may 
be called tnixt ; becaufe, in general, they proceed 
from fpme good principles, and, in particular, 
they have a good deal of weaknefs and infirmity 

in 



And laftly, let them be as thofe fprays of the pen, may 

great as they may, pious I call them ? which manu- 

people have refources, which fcripts more or lefs contain, 

worldlings have not." Majf. The Jewifh Rabbies affirm, 

Car erne . torn. iv. four le mecredi " non eft in lege vel una 

de la fern, de paffion. liter a, a qua non montes 

This beautiful topick is magni dpendeant." Many 

exemplified every day by Chriftian divines, after them, 

fuch divines as bend their affirm, " ne iota quidem, aut 

attention to prove the reafon- apicem in fcripturis fruftra 

ablenefs of chriftianity the exaratum," and they call 

reafonablenefs of observing themfelves viros do&ffimot 

zfabbatb the fitnefs of mo- for faying fo. Vid. Hakfpa- 

rality to the felicity of zjlate nil Sylloge. Philolog. Gets* 

a family a perfon, &c. xvii. 14. 

the agreement of religious arid Where fcholars only mean 

civil liberty, &c &c. to divert themfelres with or- 

(8) Remark the good and thographical wit, and for 

lad in exfrejjions and afiions. this purpofe play tricks with 

Our author confines his pu- a point, genius fparkles, boys 

pil to aflions and expre/fions : play at pufh-pin, and grave 

but fome improve his rule men pals by and fmile : but 

into obfervations on fingle when fuch puerilities are fe- 

words, fingle letters, and rioufly propofed, and made 

points. I think they have grounds of faith and practice, 

not fpecificated the impor- th.e matter becomes very con- 

tant mfianings "of thofe va- fequential, and mud be fully 

?ious dots, flourishes, flips, examined. We have in feve- 

&c. thofe lufuum literariorum ral places curforily obferved 

manuferiptoru^ this fubjeft, as it aiEFefts di- 
vinity. 
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in them. If you would explain Mat. xvi. 22. Then 
Peter took him, and began to rebuke Mm^ faying Be 
if far from thee. Lord, this Jhall not be unto the-. 
You may obferve what there is good and what 
bad in this expreffion of S. Peter, i. You fee 
herein his love to his mafter; for his not being 
able to bear the difcourfe of Jeius Chrift concern- 
ing his fufferings at Jerufalem could only proceed 
from his ardent affection to him. 2. Herein ap. 
pears not that cold and lukewarm regard, which 

moft 



vinity. See vol. i. p. $2,,33, fathers down the I. H. S. of 

85, 292, 293. Seethenotes their fons : nor would it be 

at the bottoms of thefe pages, unjuft in this cafe to vifit the 

At prefent we only add one lins of the fathers upon their 

example. S. P. Q^R. fignify children. Should any one 

the fenate and the people of think proper to write on this 

Rome. No, fays a Sibyl, fubjeft, he could not give his 

thefe four letters contain a book a properer title than 

prophecy, that the Roman this of A. B. R. A. C, A. D. 

church lhall be the head of A. B. R. A. or, if this be 

all other churches ; for they antifcriptural, S. H. I. B. B. 

fignify Servo. Populum >uem O. L. E. T. H. So much for 

Jfo&fflz//?*.- They mean, fays the good and bad in points, 

Bede, that the Goths will be accents, letters, and Jingle terms 

defeated in all their attempts in theological matters. 

to take the city; for they Remark the good and lad in 

ftand for, Stultus Populus exprejjions. That is to fay, 

Qu/erit Romam Proteltants ftudy the fuljefl expreffed, 

affirm, that the letters direft and diftinguim the proper- 

them to fubvert popery for ties of its component parts, 

the publick good, Sublato The Sapientia Joco-feria. runs 

Papa, S>uietum Regnum No all on this topick, and col- 

fuch thing, fay the papifts, lectors of it may furnifh di- 

Salus Papee Quies Homes. I vines with many fober argu- 

faid, I would adduce only ments. " It is excellent to 

one example here. I will have an enemy ; for his vigi- 

Iceep my word : but I could lance makes us cautious, 

exemplify this futility by Plutarch It is more.fafe to 

many a theological trifle, po- hear a barbarian than an 

lemical, practical, and hif- oratory for orators can dif- 

torical, from the 2 of the guifeby adding, fubtrafting, 

' ex- 



nioft men have for one another, but a moft lively 
affection, interefting him for his mailer, an affec- 
tion full of tendernefs, which could not even bear < 
to hear a word, or entertain a thought about the 
death of Jefus Chrift. g. You may obferve an 
koneft freedom, which put him upon freely ad- 
drefTmg Jefus Chrift himfelf, ufing that familiar 
accefs, which his condefcenfion allowed his difci- 
ples, without a mixture of mean and defpicable 
timidity, 4. You fee, in fine, a ftrong faith in his 
matter's power, as by addreffing him he feems per- 
fuaded, that it depended only on himfelf to fuffer 
or not to fu.ffer. Lord, be it far from thee, thisjhall 
not be unto thee. (9) Now, all thefe are good dif- 
pofitions. Here follow the Wones. i. Peter dif- 
covers grofs ignorance of the ways of divine wifdom 

in 

extenuating, amplifying, and Go lack, and kifs your father 
can make black appear white, and mother ; for luhat have I 
Joan. Pic. Mirand. Flattery done to you ? Have I, by call- 
is a fine art ; for it concili- ing you to be a prophet, 
ates friends and enemies, and weakened your obligations 
he, who knows not how to to focial duties ? Aft xvi. 
flatter, knows not how to 27, 28. Th; Jailor <would have 
converfe. Stephan GauKza- killed himfelf: but Paul cried, 
Folly is preferable to wif- Do thyfelf no harm. Believe 
dom; for a fool is neither the gofpel, and profefs it; 
plagued with the queftions you may be put to death for 
of friends, nor the envy of your profeffion : but the guilt 
enemies. Erafm. It is glo- and damage of fuicide do not 
rious to be envied; for vir- enter in to the cafe of a mar- 
tue excites envy, and envy tyr.~ See Mat. xvi. 24, 25, 
increafeth virtue. Cafper 26, 27. John xxi. 23. Luke 
Doniavitii-. Cafp. Dornay. xx. 22, &c. x. 20. ix. 50, 
AmpbitheattSapien.Joco-ferite, &c. John xiii. 13, &c. 
'< ii. (9) Be it far from theif 
Ruth. i. 15. Return my Spare thyfelf, Propitius tibi* 
daughter to your gods. Do you fubaud. fit dens, locutio He. 
Know what it will coft you to braeis familiaris. Ne malum 
become a profelyte to my re- id eveniat avertat Deus. Jd 
Ifgion? i Kings xix. 20, abfit a te Domine j lie aliquo- 

ties 
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in fending Jefus Chrift into the world 5 for he 
does not feem yet to know, that Jefus Chrift muft 
needs fuffer, and with this ignorance the Lord re- 
proaches him in the next verfe. $hou favoureft (i) 

- 'not 



ties ufurpant Ixx. interp. 
Vide Gen. xliii. 23. 

VfJLlV (Ml qXlSziffdi 0-&0f 

&c. 2 Sam. xxiii. 17. 

i Chron. xi. 19. lAsca? juo/ o 
T Bonier* TO 



(i) Savoweft $pw-tv T&T* 
K, pro caw all quo /entire eft 
phrafis frequens apud ^rascos 
fcriptores. Vid. Rom, viii 5. 
' 0?ov<iffiv t we render it #o W. 
2(3 mind is an. old Engliilx 
verb, jignifying to mark 
\Q put in mind to regard 
\vith affe&i<n< Hence the old 
phrafe a month 's mind for a 
tusbemevt defire. Fifher, Bp. 
of jRochefter, preached the 
funeral fermon of Lady Mar- 
garet, Mother of Hen. VII, 
*' at the moneth minde of" the 
faid Lady. Baker of S, 
John's republiihed this fer- 
saon in 1798, with a very 
large preface, and in his own 
book of this edition, lent me 
by my moft worthy friend, 
the prefent reverend orator 
of the univerfity of Cam- 
bridge, he has entered with 
his own hand many marginal 
notes, and, among the reft, 
he has written oppofite to 
the titie-page " month' 1 ! mind 
for the tut) Dukes of SuffblL 
See Sttype's Ecclef. Memorials, 
'vol. ii. page 281." Baker's 
jiffe&ion for Fifher arofe from 



what he imagined a fimilari- 
ty of circumftances. Fijher 
refufed the oath of fupre- 
macy, and loft his life. Baker 
was a nonjurof, and loft his 
fellowmip. The prefent Rev. 
Dr. Goddard, mafter of 
Clare-hall, who knew him. 
well, told me, that Baker 
refufed the oath required to 
be taken at the revolution : 
but was winked at, and en- 
joyed his fellowmip till the 
acceffion of the prefent royal 
family, when he was ejefted. 
Then- the famous Mat. Prior 
gave him the profits of his 
fellowfhip, which he did 
not want for himfelf, on 
which Baker fubfifted in coir 
lege till his death. 

Thou favour eft not the things, 
that be of God. Our bleffed 
Lord was entirely mafter of 
his fubjeft, and he had a 
right to deliver his fentiments 
concerning it : but there are 
a thoufand cafes, which fall 
under the notice of minifters, 
in treating which they may 
diftingui(h fafts, and affirm, 
this is a good aftion, that is 
a bad one : but they cannot 
proceed farther, and affign 
the hidden motives of the 
heart in thefe actions, for 
they are known to God alone. 
In cafes where the motives of 
the heart are rendered pretty 

clear 
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jw/ ibt things, which are of God : but tlofe, wbicb 
are of men. 2. His love to his mailer had fome- 

thing 



clear by actions, prudence 
may fometimes require filence, 
For example. 

I. In cburcb-biftory, which 
it becomes a divine to ftudy, 
fafts are clear, and make a 
ground of reafoning : al- 
though motives be paused by. 
All through the reign of Ed- 
ward VI. liberty of confcience 
was granted to foreigners. 
" Ad vos, ceu ad afylum et 
portum tutiflimum, fub fanc- 
tiffimi regis alas, conflue- 
bant Germani, Galli, Hif- 
pani, Itali, Poloni, Sco.ti, ut 
illic Deo fuo in fidei libertate 
fervirent, quam ipfis patria 
ingrata negabat." Gualteri 
frtefat. in 1. ep. D, Pauli ad 
Corinth. 

The Dutch had the church 
of Auftin Friars afligned 
them, and John a Lafco was 
their minifter. Saxons, and 
other High Germans had the 
fame liberty, and fo had the 
Italians, who had Bernar- 
dine, and Michael Angelo 
Florio for miniiters. Vale- 
fandus Pollanus was paflor of 
a Walloon congregation at 
Glaftonbury. ' French pro- 
teitants, and Spaniards had 
the fame freedom. There 
were alfo French and Wal- 
loon churches at Canterbury, 
Sandwich, Norwich, Col- 
chefter, & c . They preached 
their own dc&rines, perform- 
ed their own rites, and prac- 

i., ir. 



tifed their own difcipline. 
Latimer pleaded their caufe 
in his fermons. Cranmer 
procured orders of council 
for them. And the crown. 
not only tolerated them in 
England : but aftually pen- 
fioned fome of their great 
men abroad. John Sleidan 
had 200 crowns a year, and 
Julius Jonas had a iimilar 
penfion. Queen Elizabeth's 
protection of all forts of re- 
fugees rendered her fo odious 
to the pope, that he affigns 
this in the bull of her exi- . 
communication as one reafon 
for his cenfure. It was the 
practice of the Englifh court, 
during her majefty's long 
reign, not only to allow li- 
berty of confcience to refu- 
gees in England: but even 
to afford powerful aids to 
fuch as were perfecuted for 
religion abroad, and who, in 
their native countries had 
taken up arms againft their 
own fovereigns for the de- 
fence of their religious liber- 
ties. Witnefs France and 
Holland. In later times, the 
Britifh court has fhewn itfelf 
of the nioft tolerant difpofi- 
tion. England as well as 
HollancLand Pruffia publifhed 
invitations to refugees, and 
ads of naturalization. Her 
majelty Q^Ann gaveizcool. 
to the relief of French refu- 
gees in 1705. The Protef- 
D d tant, 
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thing merely human and carnal in it, fince he 
only confiderecl the prefervation of his temporal 
life, and, concerned himfelf only about his body, 

inftead 



tant Palatines tailed of the 
fame bounty in 1709. All 
the nation relieved their ne- 
ceflities, and the bimops, 
agreeably to their orders and 
their intereft, forwarded the 
briefs, and excited the cha- 
rity of all the kingdom. 
Here, then, is one faft. 

But, lo! here follows ano- 
ther equally true. This fame 
England, fo liberal to fo- 
reigners, refufeth the fame 
liberty to natives. 'Cranmer 
compliments Calvin at Ge- 
neva, and burns Ann Afkewe 
in England. Q^ Elizabeth 
afiifts French proteftants, and 
perfecutes Englifti puritans 
of the fame religion at home. 
Our moft gracious queen al- 
lows a part of her bounty to 
French prelbyterian matters 
for training French children 
in prefbyterian principles ; 
and at the fame time com- 
mands Englifti prefbyterians 
to put their children to epif- 
copal fchoolmafters to be 
taught hierarchical princi- 
ples. Comical exhibition ! 
Foreigners failing to Eng- 
land for religious liberty, and 
hailing in their paflage Bri- 
tifli veflels freighted with 
Englim men, women, and 
children, bearing away for 
America in fearch of the 
fame bleffing! Here is a fe. 
cond fat. 



A third follows. John a 
Lafco endeavoured to move 
the protector to grant a fet- 
tlement in England to fo. 
reigners by " arguments as 
well taken from Policy as 
charity, namely that hereby 
a trade and a gainful manu- 
facture would be introduced 
into England." (Strype mem. 
Cranmer.) The naturalifa- 
tion aft, April 3, 1709, be- 
gins by averting that the 
power and wealth of a nation 
are increafed by an increafe 
of fubjefts. The placart of 
the7 Hates of Holland and 
Weft Friefl-and begins by de- 
claring that the grandeur and 
profperity of a country gene- 
rally confifts in the multitude 
of its inhabitants, that foreign 
refugees had contributed to 
the increafe of trade, manu- 
faftures, and pttllick wealth 
July 1 8, 1709. The edift of 
his Pruffian majefly, dat^d 
May 13, 1709, hints more 
covertly the fame fubjeft.. 
This is a third fa ft. 

Now what mall we do 
with thefe fa&s ? Shall we, . 
with fome divines, take only 
the firft, and fet out full cry, 
Kings, Queens, Bifliops and 



of God! King Ed ward was a 
godlye impel Queene Eliza- 
beth's majefties higlvneffe 
was aewelooe! Theinoft 
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inftead of elevating his mind to that fupenor glory 
of Jefus Chrift, which was to follow his fufferings, 



or 



high and mighty princes of 
the arbitrary houfe of jtuart 
were by the grace of God 
mo .dreadfully gracious' de- 
fenders of t\& faith, nurfing' 
fathrr.-, and uurfing-mothers 

of the church of Gad! 

Softly over the ftones. 1 
hate to be gulled. I faid di- 
vines had done this : but 
why fliould ...they alone bear. 
the blame? Authors of all 
forts, in tliofe days, fwept 
all their fubje&s and clean- 
fed them from Antihierarchl- 
ca! notions, and garnimed 
their title pages, addrefles 
and dedications, with theo- 
logical portions, that the 
reigning prince was " by 
divine providence a powerful 
protestor of the faith, and 
undoubted religion ot the 
Mtffiah, moil ccfm Portable 
nurfmg parent of the Ifrael 
of God, in the Britifo ifles." 
Their works were printed 
(aiapri-vilegio, remember! See 
Norden's Speculum. 

Shall we take the fecond 
faft alone, and affirm with 
infidels, princes and priefts 
are all politicians: bifhops 
are atheifts in judgment, and 
fpaniels in practice: No 
prieft e^tv favoured the things 
! Gad? God forbid ! 

The moft juft and equal 
of thefe three fafts is 
Put all the three into 
and fit down coolly, . 



and weigh fome other fafts 
againft them. It is the only 
method of finding out the 
real value of them, as for 
example. 

Here is one. Some fo- 
reign divines have, fpoken in 
the higheft terms of Englifh 
bimops, anglican religious 
liberty and church-polity. 
Gu alter at Zirich called 
Cranmer, on account of his 
attachment to it, the immor- 
tal glory of England. Probably 
Ann Aflcewe, and the Bap- 
tifts thought, a little money 
would purchnfe a deal of 
praife from fome men. Who 
that deferved praife at home, 
would think himfelf obliged 
to import it from abroad ? 

Here is a fecond faft. The 
clergy at home, warm friends 
to one kind of imputed right- 
eoufnefs, have had the con- 
fcience to place all the tole- 
rant a&ions of the civil 
powers to the account of 
epifcopacy. One dying arch- 
bifhop of Canterbury, (on 
whofe foul Jefu have mercy!) 
faid, and another faid after 
him, " The Church of Eng- 
land hath been a flicker to 
other neighboui ing churches, 
when a ftorm hath driven 
upon them." Had I awitch of 
Endor at hand, I would give 
her a trifle to relate the fol- 
lowing true tale to the old man 
covered with a fliantlt. There 

Dd 2 was 



or confidering the great work of man's falvation; 
to perform which he came into the world. .' 3. You 

may 



was at Canterbury In 1697, a Rondeau opened a noncon- 
church of French proteftants forrnift meeting by preaching 
of the prefbyterian denpmU from Gen. xxviii. 17. $hh { s 
nation. In this church there none other but the hoiife of God t 
were a Stephen, du Thoy, a and this is the gate of heaven! 
Claude Rondeau, a Doctor I aflc, who flickered thefe 
Simon, and feveral other foreigners from penal laws 
members, who adopted Soci- for confcience-fake, the epif. 
nian principles, and, to avoid copal church, or the ftate? 
excommunication, which Spe&k ye, that fit in judgment. 
their fynpd threatened, pro- YE delivered us from the wife 
ferled themfelves members of of archers, and <wt rehearfs 
the epifcopal church of Eng- yoya righteous, qfti towards. 
land, and received the facra-" the inhabitants of the villages 
mentin their parifh churches, of Iff ad. Yes, our hearts 
The Reverend James Ron- are towards OUR CIVIL co- 
deau, and Mr. Spuyerain, VERNORS ! Leitres & Mem. 
fubfcribed and took oaths, fur un fchifme a Canterbury. 
and were beneficed in ' the Bounty of the Queen to the P- 
church by his grace of Can- latines, printed 1709, 
tdrbury. Being off their Here is a third faft, 
guard, and declaring, they Greatly as we celebrate our 
iigned confeffioiis of faith own fame for poil'cffing the 
only as articles of peace, and molt tolerant difpofitions, and 
that they did not understand for being the belt cpnftituted 
them, fome of their quondam church in the world, all fo- 
friends of the fynod along reigners do not think with 
with fpme epifcopal clergy us. The marquis de-Bougy, 
prepared the fpirituai artil- a French refugee, procured 
lery of the church againft cpmpaiifons of the privi- 
them. Finding out that the leges granted by Pruffia, 
Archbiihop only waited for Holland, and England, in 
an opportunity to cenfure order to determine the flight 
them, they appeared before of exiles. !VIi% Claude was 
the civil magiftrates at Can- qonfulted on this head con- 
4erbury on Sept. 9, 16,97, cerning a fettlement in Ca- 
and renouncing epifcopacy rolina, or in fome of the co - 
declared themfelves diffen- lonies, under the proteftion 
ters, and took refuge under of his Britannick majefty ; 
the aft of toleration. The and he was alfo coniulted 

day. the Reverend James concerning the epifcopa,! 

' ' ' .... . . 
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alfo remark a troublefome and criminal laid- 
. He means to be wifer than Jefus Chrjfi. Peter 
took him (2) fays the evangelift, and began to rebuke 

him* foy' m li B S it f ar f rom ^ ee ' R a fo attempt ! 
as if Peter were called into the connfel of God 
and Jefus .Chrift his fon to give his opinion con- 
cerning this grand affair. 4. It even feems as if 
Peter, hearing Chrift fpeak of his fufferings, ima- 
gined, this difcourfe proceeded only from his fear, 
of death, and from a mean timidity, for he aims 
to encourage and comfort him as we do perfons 
v/hofe fears exceed the bounds of reafon. Lord I 

fays 



treatment of Englifh noncon- 
formifts, which he exceed- 
ingly difapproved. On all 
thefe articles foreigners fpoke 
freely. See Lettres de Monf> 
Claude, torn. v. Dijfirt. cu- 
rieufe fur naturalifations. 

I muft not add more facts, 
much lefs may I prefume to 
fay, who SAVOURS pawn- 
who favours money who fa- 
vours the temporal things of 
God and who thefpirit and 
genius of his gofpe} : but I 
may affirm, young minilrers 
will find good and bad fades 
in church-.-hiftory, and they 
Jhould weigh all before 
they pronounce the worth 
of any. 

(2) 'took him. Took him 
ajide fay fome ; took him by 
the hand fay others. He em- 
braced him fays Grotius. This 
Jail feems well to agree with 
the place ; . and the fame 
xvord fo rendered Philem. 17. 
would aptly exprefs the 
apoftle's i 



(3) Example of dif cuffing 
the good and bad in words and 
aSions. On this runs Mr. 
Saurin's fermon wi^tranfant 
demotions , From Hof vi. 4. 
What *Jhall I do (o then 
Epbraim ? iukat jhall I do to 
thse Judab? for your goodmfs 
is as a morning cloud, and as 
the early dew it goeth away. 
" This tranfient devotion, 
of which the text fpeaks, is 
not hypomfy, fiypocrify canr 
not fufpend for a fingle mo- 
ment the ftrokes of divine 
juflice: yea it is lefs likely 
to extinguifti the fire of di- 
vine anger than to inflame iti 
God does riot ufe this lender 
language to hypocrite's, what 
Jbail I do to thee Epbraim? 
but on the contrary, ivo be ta 
you hypocrites. 

Nor is it the feeble piety 
of a tottering Chriilian. 
However imperfect his piety 
maybe, it is, however, real 5 
and it would be too fevere to 
fay of this piety, it is. like 

' . * ths 
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fays he, be it far from thee, tbisjhatl not le to ties 
as if he had laid to him, Do not afflift yourfelf 
your apprehenfions of death are groundlefs, no- 
thing of this is like to happen to you. (3) 

XXI, 



the early driv and goetb away 
- - - but it is between thefe 
two difpofitions, Jt does not 
go fo far as the latter ;. but 
it goes farther than the for- 
mer. It is iincere, fo it is 
fuperior to hypocrify ; but 
it is fruitlefs, and fo it is in- 
ferior even to weak piety. 
It is fufficienc to difcover fin ; 
but not to correft it. Jt can 
promife fincerely: but it does 
not perform. It weeps : but 
it doth not break off bad 
liabits. It is a certain reli- 
gion of times, circumilances, 
&c. and owes its birth fre- 
quently to publick calami- 
ties, to folemn fails or fefti- 
va!s, or to the approach of 
death; but it frequently va- 
ni flies with the caufes, which 
produced it, &c. c. All the 
images, which the Lord 
ufeth in the fcrlptures to 
.make himfelf known to us, 
thofe, which are taken from 
our infirmities, our paffions, 
our love, and our hatred, are 
too imperfeft to reprcfent a 
God too far elevated above 
men to be reprefented by any 
ihing human. Yet all thefe 
images -have a reality, which 
agrees to the- fupreme being 
in an eminent manner, in a 
manner proportioned to his 
dignity. God reprefents 
himfelf here as a prince, who 



had formed a clofe connexion, 
with one of his fubjefts. 
This fubjecl appears fen.fible 
of the honour done him. The 
prince fignalizes his efteem 
by a profufion of benefits. 
The fubjeft abufes them. 
The prince reproaches him. 
He is hardened. To re- 
proaches have been added 
threatnings, threatnings have' 
been followed by fufpenfion 
of favours. The fubject is 
touched, aftecled, reanimated. 
The prince receives the pe- 
nitent with open arms, and 
crowns his return with re- 
doubled acls of kindnefs. 
The ungrateful fubjecl abufes 
them again. The prince 
again reproaches him, again 
threatens him, and fuipends 
again the effe&s of his love. 
To remove the fame mifsvy 
the fubjecl ufes the fame 
means, and avails himfelf of 
the liberty of returning, 
which the goodnefs of his 
prince allows him, and again 
he returns. The prince yet 
pities and again pardons his 
relenting ingrate : but this 
perfidious fubjecl:, flighting 
the tendernefs of his mailer, 
falls fo often into this un- 
grateful behaviour, that the 
prince becomes a prey to a 
thoufand oppofite thoughts, 
he feels himfelf divided be- 
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XXI. 

SUPPOSE THINGS. 

This topick is principally ufeful in contro- 
verfy. (4) For example. When you are fpeak- 
ing of the merit of good works, you may take 

this 



tween the fear of rewarding more than this manner of 
ingratitude, and punifhing difcufling it: but then the 
fidelity. This image is moil fuppofidons muft not be fan- 
certainly infinitely beneath ciful ; bat well grounded. 
God, however it is that I will give examples of 
image, which he hath chofen both, 
to employ. What Jhall I do A certain writer publilhed 
to thee Epkraim? Ephraint, in 1664 a pamphlet entitled 
Judah, why do ye rend my The Quakers unmajked, and ap- 
heart alternately by your plied to the people fo called, ' 
vices and virtues? Why do I Sam. xiv. 15. thus tranf- 
ye not fuffer me either whol- lated, And there was trembling, 
l.y to give myfelf to you, or or QUAKING in the boji, in 
wholly to detach my aftec- the field, and among the people ; 
tions from you ? why do ye the garrifons and the fpoylers, 
not let me give a free courfe they alfo trembled, and the earth 
either to my juftice or love? QJTAKED; fo it <was a very 
Either let me glorify myfelf great trembling, or QUAKING. 
by your return, or by your Now, how could thefe words 
ruin ? Your devotions tie my operate againft the Englifh 
hands, your crimes inflame people, called quakers, un- 
my wrath. Shall I deftroy lefs we fuppofe that the Phi- 
a people, who have recourfe liftine army in the text were 
to my clemency ? Shall I pre- religious quakers, and 
ferve a people, who violate that the Englim protef- 
my laws? What Jhall I do to tants fo nick-named were, 
tbee Ephraim ? . What Jhall I like the philiiline quakers, 
(to to thee Jiidab ? for thy good- doomed to be deftroy ed by 
?/f it as a Morning-cloud, and any Saul, or Jonathan, who 
like ike early dew it goeth fliouid take it into his head 
away." Saur. fir. torn. ii. to kill them ? 
fur lei devotions fflff'geres. This furious writer affirm- 
(4) Supptijjtioiis are prhici- ed, that the Englifli quakers 
pally wfeful in centro'-ucrly. No- were the f pawns of Romijb 
.^ing elucidates a fubjeft frogs, Jtfnites, and Francifcan. 

fryers. 
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{his way~of Tuppofition, and lay, Let us fuppofe, 
that Jeius Chrift and his apoftles held the doftrines 
of the church of Rome, and that they believed, 
men merited eternal life by their good works : let 
us fuppofe, that they intended to teach us this doc- 
trine in the gofpels and epiftles, tell me, 1 befeech 
you, if upon this fuppofition (which is precifely 
what our adverfaries pretend.) they ought to have 
affirmed what they have. Tell me, pray, do you 
believe yourfelf well and fufficiently inftru&ed 
in the doctrine of the merit of good works, 
when you are told, when you have done all tbefe 

things t 



fryers. No, replied John mouth" Quak. wimaJVd ly 

Audland, one of the injured Will. Prjnne of Sivainfwick, 

friends, " we came to Briftol efq. 

from the north, we were born Gen. iii. 1 5 . 'fhe feed of 

in Weftmoreland, and have the woman Jhatt bruife ihy 

never been out of England." head, and thou [the ferpent] 

O, rejoined their oppofer, Jhalt Iruife his heel. " If we 

" your coming out of the- fuppofe our firft parents to 

north is a fhrevvd argument und.erftand thefe words lite- 

of your badnefs. The Latin rally; -and that God meant 

proverb faith, Omne malum them fo to be underftood, 

, ah Aquilone, and the Englifh this paffage muft appear ab- 

adagy is, All evil comes from folutely ridiculous. Do but 

the north, and the fcripture imagine that you fee God 

informs us Jer. i. 14. Out of coming to judge the offen- 

tbe north an evil Jhall break ders ; Adam and Eve before 

1 forth iv. 6. / nuill bring evil him in the utmofl diftrefs ; that 

out of the north vi. i. Evil you hear God infii&ing pains, 

appeareth out of the north and farrows; and mifery, and 

22. Behold a people comet b death upon the firft of human 

from the north- country." As race ; and that in the midft 

all our writer's reafoning on of all this fcene of woe and 

tliefepafTagesya/)/ff/wtiepro- great calamity, you hear 

phet (peaking .of the north of God foretelling with great 

England^ Audland very pro- fohmnity a --very trivial acci- 

perly, as he expreffes it, " un~ dent that fliould fometimes 

majked him, detected him, and happen in the world : that 

took him with a LYE in hit ferpents would be apt to bite 

men 
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we We unprofitable fervants ? (5) Again, 
when the example of a milerable publican is pro 
pofed to you, who prays, God be merciful to me a 
finner, who frnites his .breaft, and dares not lift, 
his eyes to heaven , when he is placed in oppofi- 
tion to a pharifee, glorying in his works ; and when 
you are informed, the firft went down to his houfe 
jufified rather than the other when you are told, 
if it be by grace^ it is no more of works y otherwife 
grace is no more grace ; if it be by works^ it is no 
more grace^ otherwife work is no more work ; when 
you are told, you are forded by grace through faith y 
and that not of yourfefaes, it is the gift of God 
when you are' allured, you are juftified freely by 
grace, through the redemption, that is in Chrift Jsfus^ 
not of works left any man Jhould boaft- when you 
hear, that to. kirn that worketh not, but believeth on 

him, 

men by the heels, and that derftand this prophecy in 

men would be apt to re- this fenfe, though fome of 

venge themfelves by ftriking his fons have fo underftoocl 

them on the head. In the it? a plain indication, how 

name of God what has this much more fome men are 
trifle to do with the lofs of concerned to maintain a li- 

mankind, with the corruption teral interpretation of fcrip- 

of the natural and moral tare, than they are to make 
world, and the ruin of all - it fpealc common fenfe." 

the glory and happimfs of the Dean Sherlock* s tife and in tint 

creation? Great comfort it of prophecy., D if c. 3. 

was to Adam, doubtlefs, after This excellent writer 

telling him,' that his days abounds with elucidating 

ftall be mort and full of fupfofoions in the difcourfe's 

nufery, and his end without and differtations above 

jiope, to let him know, that quoted, and the whole book 

ke fhould now and then exemplifies the rule laid down 

knock a fnake on the head, by Monf. Claude, in a very 

ut , n t even that without juft and beautiful manner, 

paying dear fcr his poor vie- (5) When ye have done all, 

t0r .V, .for the fnake flio'uld fay, We are unprrficilk fer- 

bits him by the heel, wants. Curn feceretis um- 

, furely, could not un- nia, ft fexret - f nemo cnim 

L, If.' EC acl 
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to," //?/ jitftifietb the ungodly, Us faith is counted 
for righteoufmfs- -when you are taught to believe, 
/# wages, of Jin is death: but the gift of God is 
eternal life (6) tell me, I once more intreat you, 

can 

ad perfeftionem pervenire in Ep, Orat, in S. Deiparam, 

hac vita poffit; cor.ditionaliter apudCombcf. torn. xi. 

a.utem loquitur Chriftus, fi Others think their -own 

pfiflibik effet omnia qux debu- merit neceffary to recom- 

iilis, feciffe, tamen vos fer- mend them to God. "True, 

vos inutijes, vcl nihil pro- Lord ! fays Patricias, I am 

mereri agriofcere debetis. a fmner, A A A' ^vyvu/Mva 

Serw intitiles fumus. Non TOV wnw\v. Very well, 

abfolute, fed comparationa replies the Lord, a great re- 

fala ad fervos, qui peculia- ward is laid up in heaven for 

ria prrefcripta non tantum your good works." This is 

exfequuntur: fed noclu diu- precifely the notion of many 

que fumma alacritate, et cum moderns. They weigh down 

i'uo incommode, negotiis. he- vice with virtue, and /rnake 

rilibus attendunt ; non enim a balance in their own fa- 

femel, aut etiam faspius offi- vour. De mirac. dominie, 

cio 'perfunfti, ceffare debe- imaginis in puteo Mag. Ecclef. 

mus, fed continuo in bono apud Gomlef. torn. i. 

pergere, quamdiu in hac vita Some imagine, the merits 

agimus : a Deo hoc accepimus of others neceffary. Hence 

quod babemus, et fumus, et pof- the doftrine of fupereroga- 

futnus, nee ulla fuppetat fuper- tion, relicks^ Sec. &c. We 

. biencti, aut gloriandi materia. are not to fuppofe, however, 

Luke xvii. 10. that all in the Greek and 

(6) DoElrim of merit. Some Roman church depend on 

divinee have fo little opinion the merits of others. " Dig 

of merit in a plan of redemp- / cannot, to beg I am ajhamed. 

tion, that they think, the in- Life is fhort. Dig now, for, 

carnation and merit of Cbrift if you would in the next 

was arbitrary, and not often- world, you cannot: nor can 

tially neceffary in the nature you beg. The merits of one 

of things. This was the no- cannot profit another. No 

tion S. Eafil had of redemp- fleepy virgin's lamp can be 

tion, and he has ieveral fol- fuppliedfrom the oil of ano- 

lowers. " Poterat quidem ther." S. Afterii ^mafca 

line etiam incarnatione falu- Epifc. O///A. ^sp/ oiW. ?M 

tern 'conferre : fed <vo/nit ut JV^;4f. apud Comlef, toni< 

natura, &c." 5. Bafil. Se'Icuc. i. 

The 
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can you perfuade yourfelf, that Jefus Chrift and 
his apoftles, by all tbefe means, intended to teach 
you, that man acquires juiiification, and a right 
to eternal life by the merit of his works? (7) 

You 

The fame might be mewn Se merciful to me. a Jinner. 

of the Roman divines: but Senfus hujus precationis ex 

the reformed churches alone toto Pfalmo li. defumptus ; 

profefs and really praftife verba quidemhicfuntpauca, 

the fcripture plan. They turn luftu, turn verecundia 

perform good works .deny vocem reprimente. 
the merit of them in regard Juftified. Sc. in fenfa fo- 

to God and depending on renfi, a peccatis abfolutis, 

the merit of Chrift conciliate vel magis acceptus, &c. &c. 

that with die free mercy of Luke xviii. 13. 
God. If It bs of works it is no more 

T'ht Pharifee flood and prayed of grace, otbervjife grace is no 

thus with himfelfy t3-f>c$za.uToy more grace. Non habet rad-. 

pro Jt'-i-J' zwiov vel apud fe> onem gratis, fed mercedis 

i. e. totus in fe ipfum verfus potius ; meritnm enim, et 

fibi tantum intentus, et nihil gratia fe mutuo deftruunt. 

nifi fe ipfum ipeftans. elegans antanaclafis. Rom e 

Prayed w qwivyjw nomine vi. 6. 

generalius accepto ; cdmpre- <he wages of fin. Debita 

henditur id omne quo Deum merces : Q^KVIO, .vox origine 

compellamus ; hie autem id latina, prpprie dicitur pifcis 

genus quod doxohgia dicitur ajjus; deindeper fynecdochen 

denotari videtur. fpeciei quodvh edulium quod 

I pay tithes of all I pojjefs. pani additur-, poftea per fy- 
Non ilia tantum ex qnibus necdochen catechrefticamyf/r 
vulgus ad literam legis fol- pendium jnilitarc, quod apud' 
vere folet, ut poma et fruges veteres partim frumento, par- 
terre : fed et ea qus contro- tim pecunia conftabat ; et 
verfi funt juris, pTuaminora per naetaphoram mercedis 
olera, ova, lac, &c. potius loco miferiam et .panam de- 
commodis meis aliquid de- fignat. Rom. vi. 23. 
trahens, quam traditiones (7) Make dulirinal fuppoji- 
patrunMTnnimotranfgrederer, tans. Bifhop Maffillon's fer- 
Non hie a Deo remiffionem mon on Chriil's divinity is 
petit peccatorum ; non vir- formed upon this plan, " the 
tutum augmentum, quafi ha- glory and fpirit of the mi- 
rum culmen affecutus eifet, niftry of Jefus Chrift, both 
noc majore Dei gratia opus prove his divinity. If Jefus 
abmfl*et. ' -Chrijt <vyere only a mere man, 

E e 2 I, The 
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You may alfo make fuch fuppofitions in mora* 
tity (8) as well as in controveriy, in order to give 

greater 



I. The glory of his miniftry 
would be an inevitable occa- 
flon of idolatry to us, and 
God himfelf would be 
chargeable with the error 
of thofe, who worfhip him. 
IJ. The fpirit of his mi- 
iriftry would become a dread- 
ful fnare to our innocence. 
I. ^The glory of bis miniftry. 
I. An iiluftrious perfon was 
expe&ed by all mankind. 
3. Promifed by the prophets. 
3. When Chriit appeared, his 
birth, life, miracles, &c. were 
ail grand, glorious, and un- 
heard-of, and all correfpond- 
ed with prophecy. 

I E. The fpirit of bis miniflry. 
i . He preached and pradlifed 
hblinefs, as even they, who 
deny his divinity, own. z, 
The world received number- 
iefs advantages in confe- 
quence of his coming. 3t 
He foretold many events fince 
fulfilled. If then we own 
the truth of the bible we mult 
own his divinity." It is 
only difguifmg this mafterly ' 
.defence of Chrift's divinity to 
fpeak of it as the bounds pre- 
fcribed me permit. I tran- 
fcribe fuch Ikeletons with re- 
gret ; nor would I attempt 
to abridge fuch fevmons at 
all, unlefs I entertaine.d 
hopes of ilirfing up in fuch 
as have not feen them a de- 
fjre to perufe them. I allow, 
fo little makes a God. in tb,is 



fallen church of Rome, that 
arguments for Cbrift's divi- 
nity come in general with an 
ill grace from a papift's pen : 
but this fermon is .an excep- 
tion. This fermon and one 
of Mr. Saurin's on the fame 
fubjeft have anfwered my 
enquiries concerning Chrift's 
divinity more fatisfa&orily 
than all I ever read hefide: 
perhaps becaufethey are {hort 
and plain. Ma/. Serin. Avent. 
pour la circoncifion. 

(8) Tcu may make fuppoji- 
i-ions ia morality. The fol- 
lowing example from Heh, 
xi. i. Faith is the evidence of 
things not feen, in a fermon of 
a ProfefTor of Divinity at Ge- 
neva, is of this kind. " The 
word 5A^x,of fignifies an ar^ 
gunitnl) or a proof, which 
when good may be faid to 
render a matter evident, to 
give it demonftration. P(r- 
funjion of the truth of a faft 
is analogous to fight, Abra- 
ham th.us fanv Chrift's day. 
Hence comes the efficacy of 
Chriftinn faith. Suppofe 
l. Ye faw the fuiFerings of 
belly when fin attacks you, 
would ye dare to yield to 
temptation for the fake of 
pleafure ? 2. Suppofe.yt were 
admitted for a little while to 
the felicity of heaven, would 
ye part with it for temporal 
gain? 3. SuppofeGod, with 
all the magnificent enfxgns 

of 



.greater weight to your exhortations. (9) 
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of his glof y 'Tifible to you, 
would ye venture to offend- 
lum? 4. Suppofe the day of 
judgment come, and your- 
.{elves on trial, flipuld je 
have any inclination to fin ? 
5. Suppofe yourfelves dying, 
would ye with to ftupify 
yourfelves by finning? Now 
faith prefents all thefe objefts 
to thofe, who believe the gof- 
pel, with as much vivacity, 
as if they were prefent and 
vifible ; faith therefore pre- 
vents fin" The preacher 
proceeds to {hew that faith 
alfo produceth holinefs. The 
above example regards the 
rule of fuppojition, we do not 
propofe it as a pattern of re- 
gular arrangement. Sermons 
par Anloine Leger a Geneve, 
torn. :. S.I. 

When fuppofitions are 
made grounds of moral ac- 
tion, they ought not only to 
be true in themfelves : but 
they fhould be made to ap- 
pear to be applicable to the 
adlion enforced. There is a 
great deal of duplicity in the 
frequent management of this 
article. For example. In the 
year 1685 the papal clergy 
in France, finding themfelves 
neither able to defeat the 
proteltant clergy, nor even 
to make a tolerable excufe 
for the abufes in their own 
religion, drew up in a gene- 
ral affembly " a complaint 
TO THE KING agair.ft the 
salumnies, with which the 



pretended reformed loaded 
them in their. books and fer- 
mons.'' This curious com- 
plaint, figned by fixty-five 
prelates and their creatures, 
they prefented to the king. 
To this they fubjoined a conv 
feffion of faith, containing 
the doclrine of their church, 
according to the council of 
Trent. In a left hand co- 
lumn ftands- each article of 
their faith, and in the op- 
pofite right hand column 
quotations from proteftant 
writers, charging them with, 
heterodoxy, The firft ca- 
lumniating author quoted is 
Profeffor Whitaker of Cam- 
bridge, in England. The' 
fecond is Downam bifliop of 
Derry, in Ireland. The laft 
is Beza of Geneva. Ye holy 
jugglers! could your mafter 
fuppofe, think ye, all moft 
chriflian as he was, could he 
fuppofe, that his peaceable 
proteltant fubjefts at Paris 
were to be blamed for Eng- 
lifh. Irim, and all other 
foreign calumniators ? The 
very editions quoted were 
not prieted in Francs: but at 

London, Geneva, &c. 

Ah! we underftand you. D : e~ 
lenda eft Carthago! Voyez 
Pleinte de UAjjemb. Gen. du 
Glerg. de France. 

(cf) Make fuppofilions to an- 

fwer, moral ends. Thus Mr. 

Saurin on Peter's firft fermon 

to the Jews, Acts ii. When 

they heard thefe things they 
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XXII. 

AGAINST OBJECTIONS. 

There are very few texts of fcripture where this 
:opick may not be made ufe of, and it is needlefs 

to 



wire pricked in the heart, and ably received than fuch as 

JaidMen and brethren what mould be formed upon the 

jhall <we do ? - - - You can- plan of this, which this apof. 

not call to mind S. Peter's tie preached at Jerufalem, 

fermon without envying the One wants in every fer- 

primitive Chriftians the pre- mon to difcover fome new 

oious advantage of hearing truth, and, under pretence of 

this preacher, and without fatisfying the laudable defire 

i'aying to' yourfelves, how of improving in knowledge, 

would fuch exhortations have leeks to be diverted where 

penetrated our hearts ? - - - he ought to be cenfured. 

^at,' my brethren, will you Another wilhes, we would 

kllow me to aik you one pleafe him, and would have 

|ueftion ? Should you like to us adorn our difcourfes, not 

liear thefe apoftolick men ? in order to gain a more eafy 

-Would you attend their fer- accefs to his heart, not to 

aions? And, to fay all in enable us by an innocent ar- 

one word, do you wi(h S. tifice to make ufe of his love 

Peterwasnowinthispalp.it? of pleafure to deftroy the 

Paufe a little before you a- love of inordinate pleafure 

fwev this queftion, - - Com- itfelf : but to flatter a kind 

pare the talte of this auditory of frivoloufnefs, which peo- 

with the genius of fuch a pie love to have indulged 

preacher, your timorous de- till a devotional exercife is 

licacy with that noble liberty finimed, when they may 

which made him fpeak. fo plunge into more fenfual 

..powerfully againft the vices joys, Almoft all defire to be 

of his own times. For our amufed, and lulled afleep ; 

parts we, who think we and if nobody is fo grofs as 

know you very well, we are to fay, Flatter my evil habits, 

"convinced, that no preacher ftupify my confcience, praife 

would be lefs agreeable to my crimes, there is alraoft 

you than S. Peter of all the no one who does not wifli it 

difcourfes that can be ad- in effeft. A principle of I 

dreiTed to you, there would know not what refined fecu- 

perhaps be none lefs favour- rity makes us defire to be 
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to mention examples, they will occur to every 

one 



cenfured to a certain degree, 
fo that the receiving of a light 
emotion may make us pre- 
fume that we have pra&ifed 
the duties of repentance, 
and yield us an affurance, 
which we could not poffibly 
Iiave obtained by hearing 
encomiums on our vices. We 
would have the wound touch- 
ed, but not probed. We like 
the application of emollients, 
but cannot bear to have the 
fire and the knife go to the 
bottom of the wound. 

Ah how little would the 
apottles have preached in 
your tafte ! figure to your- 
felves thofe holy men afcend- 
5ng this pulpit, after having 
walked in your .publick 
places, after having known 
your domeftick fecrets, after 
havingfeen through thecover- 
ings of certain criminal acli- 
ons, after havingbeen inform- 
ed of certain mylleries, which 
I dare not even name, and of 
certain fplendid crimes com- 
mitted in the face of the fun. 
Do you imagine, that, know- 
ing all thefe, thefe holy men 
would have ftudicd to gratify 
your tafte for preaching, and 
have fubmitted to thofe laws,- 
which yon choofe to impofe 
on your preachers? Would 
they, think ye, have gratified 
your curiofity by curious dif- 
quifnions ? Would they, 
think ye, have conjured you 
not to defpair? Do ye think 
they would have 'been con- 
tent to have told you in a 



vague and fuperficial man- 
ner, that you muft be- virtu- 
ous ? Would they have fi- 
niflied their fermons by pa- 
thetically. exhorting you not 
to form the leaft doubt con- 
cerning your falvation ? " Ah, 
my brethren! methinks I 
hear thefe holy men animated 
with the fame fpirit which 
made them fay with fo much 
boldnefs to the murderers of 
Chrift, you -have taken 
holy Jejus and with 
bands have crucified and Jldhi 
him, methinks I hear S. Peter, 
&c. &c. Sauna fa\ four la 
pentecote, torn. v. 

My apology for fuch long 
extracts from MonfieurSaurin 
is perhaps weak enough ; it 
is my fondnefs for that writer, 
of him methinks I can fay 
as one of Socrates, KO.I y&f 

K.0,1 



TO 



<*.<: I7AN- 
TOM HAI2TON- (Plato i* 
Pbtfdone.) and Tully will ex- 
cufe me (in oral . prg Arclna. 
poeta.) fi ipfi hcec neque at- 
tingere, neque fenfu noftro 
guitare poffemus, lamen ea 
mirari deberemus, etiam cum 
in aliis videremus. 

( I ) Guard again/} objeftions* 
There is as much reafon for 
giving this advi'ce to preach- 
ers as there is for faying to 
an architect going to build, 
Guard againli winds and 
ftorms ; you build in fumrner 
and retire ; but your build- 

ing 



one without much reflexion, (i) 



Remark 



ing muft ftand abroad all 
winter. It would be folly to 
fuppofe, that any religious 
truth, how demonilrable fo- 
ever, could ftand in this 
world free from objections. 
All truths touch fomebody's 
intereft, and touch the fecu- 
lar intereft of half mankind, 
and you touch their bone and 
tkeir fejb, and, were you a 
God, they would curfe you to 
your face. Perhaps no" fub- 
'ject is of greater importance 
to truth in the. chriftian 
church than that of BENE- 
FICES, and perhaps no pro- 
teftant has written a 'better 
book on beneficiary matters^ 
than that publifhed .by Fra 
Paoli Sarpi, who lived and 
died in the communion of 
the church of Rome, the 
moft monied. and the moft 
corrupt of all, All, commu- 
nities allow the truths con- 
tained in it in theory; in- 
deed who, can deny them? 
but in practice - - - Ay, in 
practice, father Paul! we 
have a great many very 

- - - weighty objecti- 
ons - - - which require a 

- - - moft mature 

deliberation. Lay hands fud- 
dfnly on no man - - - You 
Jay, V the apoftles never de- 
puted a man to any ecclefi- 
afti.cal charge, who was not 
firft ehcJed by ths 'whole church 
collected together." -You 
affirm, " the apoftles gave 
ihemfel<ve$ to prayer, and to (he 



mintftry of the ^'jord, and left 
fecular affairs to fecular men j 
but now the chief prelates 
of the church, quite other 
fort of men, attend the go- 
vernment of temporal things, 
and leave the office of preach* 
ing and teaching the word 
of God, and the doctrine of 
the gofpel to friars and cheap 
inferior friejis." - - - Upon 
my conscience, father Paul! 
I cannot fee the evidence, or 
the utility -of your reafoning. 
Hear me, my friend! - - 
Yours is an interleaved edi- 
tion of Fra Paoli on beneficiary 
matters', and, as you are a 
patron of the arts as well as 
a chriftian clergyman, your 
connoifleur left eye beguiles 
your clerical right eye, and 
fixes both on the beautiful 
copper-plate on the oppofite 
page. That copper-plate is 
worth three thoufand guineas 
annually at the bank of Eng- 
land. Ah! father Paul! be- 
neficiary matters are divifible 
into two parts there are be- 
neficial bank bills as well as 
beneficiary dmonftraiiens .' Se- 
rioufly, I mean to remind 
young minifters that, in 
guarding their doctrines 
againft objections, they 
ihould ftudy men as well as 
books, and confider what it 
will coil fome people to al- 
.low their demonftrations. 

A preacher may excite ob- 
jections againft his doctrine 
by an injudicious way of 

fro- 



Remark, however, obje&ions muft be natural, 
and popular, not far-fetched, nor too philofophi- 

cal ; 

profofag & Caflander, Gro- Objections againft a doc- 
t'ius, Bimop Forbes, and trine may be created by aa 
many others have propofed a aukward manner of attempt- 
reunion of the reformed ing to prove it. A vice- 
churches with the church of chancellor of a foreign uni- 
Rome : but the very manner, verfity publifhed a fabbath- 
in which they propofed it, day's meditation on the inter- 
has created objections againft mediate ftate of feparate fpi- 
a reunion ftronger and more rits : a confolator^y difcourfa 
numerous than any, that lie on the anniverfary of his 
againft a feparation, " The wife's death. Some of his 
difference, fays one, lies more firft reflections are taken from 
in terms than in things.' the finging of/wans before 
There is no difference, fays death from the opinions of 
another; ArchbiJhop Sheldon Cicero and Seneca and Lac- 
and JBlandford Bifhcp of tantius. Alas ! miferable com* 
Worcefter both told the farters are they all! The de- 
Dutchefs of York that they cifions of Jefus Cbrift mould 
prayed for the dead every have ftood firft in place, as 
day, although they did not they Hand firft in authority 
own it. Barrow Biftiop of on this article. Joachimi Ha- 
S. Afaph, and Thorndike gemrim Dejiat. anim, 
prebendary of Weftminfter Objections, which are 
caufed requefts for prayers known to lie againft a doc- 
for their fouls to be put upon trine, may be ftrengthened 
their graveftones. Forbes by being omitted. Butler, 
wrote for purgatory. Now who knew every body, and 
fay they, is it reafonable to every thing, was pleafed.to 
leparate from a church for call a certain fet of people 
teaching dodlrines, which we 'Qbfolkrs:, and his laft learned 
purfelves fuffer to be taught editor, Doftor Grey, who 
in our own ?" To all which knew hiftory and divinity, 
we reply. Such propofals of and every thing except equity 
reunion to Rome as come to puritans, was pleafed to 
from men, who fo ftate the inform the world, that he 
pfe as to prove their total had found out after great 
J gnorance of the real grounds labour, that thefe obfollers 
?f feparation, are more ob- were puritan preachers, and 
jeftionable than the fepara- that his author fo called them 
tion itfelf. See Effay for C- on account of their raifing 
tbolick Cominunien 1704. -oljeftions and then giving fe- 
. II. F htioat 
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j in a word, they muft be fiich as it is abfo, 

lutely 



lutrons in their fermons ; and 
alfo for their marking thefe 
parts of their fermons in the 
margins of their printed books 
by OB SOL - - - Mod in- 
conceivably important dif- 
covery ! Why Doftor ! You 
remind me of a moft mon- 
ilrous erudite fcholar in Gil 
Bias : but for whom the world 
would never have known 
that children cried at Athens 
when they were beaten ! 
The truth was, the prelates 
made obs, and the puritans 
were forced to make fols to 
Iheath them ; for the former 
had been fo intent on efta- 
bliftiing tkemfel<yes t and on 
perfecuting all non-confor- 
mifts, that they had forgot 
to eltablim the gofpel of Je- 
fus Chrift; when, therefore, 
the puritans obtained audi- 
ence, they were obliged to 
remove a thoufand objections 
againft the fimple truth, 
which their auditors, funk 
in popular ignorance and fu- 
perftitions, filthy offal left by 
popiftv prelates, and not 
cleanfed away by high-flying 
epifcopalians, had entertain- 
' ed. The famous Arthur 
Hilderfham, a worthy pre- 
deceffor of the learned Do&or 
Grey, in the living of Afhby 
de la Zouch, Leiceftermire, 
was one of thefe obfollers. 
Several of his leftures on the 
fourth of John are compofed 
of objeftions and anfaairs, and 
fermons they are, 



The doftrine, the ftyk, and 
the temper of his works may 
be fet againft the productions 
of any prelate of his own 
age, and they would produce 
the fame effeft as a river pro- 
duces in contraft with a Hand- 
ing pond. Hilderfliam had 
a noble foul, a foul too great 
to be governed by a few fad- 
dling rules drawn up by pul- 
ing matters, at a fire-fide, 
and never tried in real ac- 
tion. His law neither pro- 
tected nor prohibited obfol- 
lers ; his law was popular 
edification. Hear him, 
*5 Shew me not the meat : 
but mew me the man. He 
is the moft able minifter of 
the new teftament, who win- 
neth moft fouls, and reapeth 
moft fruit unto God. That 
kind of preaching, whereby 
the people of God profit moil 
in knowledge and fan edifica- 
tion, is the beft kind of 
preaching. Let no man fay, 
he is unlearned, who teacheth 
profitably. When God hath 
fet his feal on his miniftry (as 
on thefe he hath done. I Cor. 
ix. 2.) who art thou, that 
dareft difpraife, or defpife, 
or difgrace him ! God's peo- 
ple mould not allow beft of 
him, who praifeth himfelf: 
but of him, whom the Lord 
praifeth by working with 
him .in bleffing his labours. 
2 Cor. x. 1 8. Compare the 
hearers of thefe learned and 
eloquent teachers, whom thou 

fo 
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jutely neceffary to obferve and refute. (2) 



They 



fo much admireft, with thofe 
of others, who preach plain- 
]y, and whom thou defpifeft 
for that caufe, and judge 
whether is the belt teacher. 
' I will kno'w not the fpeech of 
them, that are puffed up : but 
the power. I Cor. iv. 19, 20." 
A man of fuch a heart can- 
not do much amifs. Give 
him a bible and a little com- 
mon fenfe, and he will do 
greater good than a thoufand 
doftorial editors of Hudi- 
braftick books, a fort of 
common fewers, finks of all 
the filth of the town, fcraped 
up and fwept in by fcaven- 
gers in black ! Jrth. Hilder-- 
fiam. Left, on John, Left. 
Ixviii. 

(2) State thofe objections 
wly, 'which it is nectjjary to 
refute. Some divines of mo- 
deft and moderate principles 
have thought proper to ftate 
objections without any de- 
fign of refuting them ; and, 
it mould feem, they have 
sfted wifely in doing fo. 
For i. It is certain, there 
are many literary enquiries 
relative to the bible, and fe- 
veral doctrines contained in 
it, which are, and ever will 
be indiflbluble myfteries. 2. 
Thefe will always be liable 
to objections from all the 
enemies, and from many of 
the friends of revelation, 
Enemies will naturally com- 
fjain ; and feme friends have 



no ideas of myfteries in reli- 
gion. 3. In this ftate of 
affairs, two forts of believers 
will go to difputing. The 
one will urge objections, the 
other will endeavour to re- 
move them; and in their 
great zeal will overfhoot the 
mark, by attempting to elu- 
cidate what is naturally "be- 
yond elucidation ; or by giv- 
ing folutions more intricate 
and objectionable than the 
objections themfelves. Here 
then, 4. Modeft moderate 
men ftep in, ftate the dim-!- 
culties on both fides, urge 
home the impoffibility of ob? 
taining demonftradon, prove 
that the difficulties in quef- 
tion ought not to form even 
a prejudice againft revelation, 
and turning the whole into 
moral ufe exhort the difpu- 
tants to qeafe jarring about 
what none of them can de- 
termine.. Thefe divines are 
generally known in this 
world by odious appellations, 
and quaint names of flander 
andabufe, by which their fiery 
weak brethren think proper 
to diftinguifti, and punilh 
them : but by what name 
they will be known in the 
next world, the prince of peace,, 
who blefled the peacemakers, 
alone can tell ! ' 

Saurin was one of this 

clafs. His fermon on pre- 

deftination, which we have 

elfewhere quoted,- may ferve 

Ff a tQ 
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They muft be propofed in a clear and fimple 

ftyle without rhetorical exaggerations ; yet not un- 
adorned nor unaffefting. (3) 

,, I think, 

to explain our meaning in lawful meetings and conven* 

regard to dofirine ; and his tides, to the difturbance and 

preface to his differtations diftraftion of the good fub- 

on the bible, torn, i, Will jefts of this kingdom, con- 

ihew our rneaning in regard trary to the laws of our fo- 

to literary matters. "An vereign lord the king." 

undent book written in a The two fafts are thefe. 

dead language in which no. Bunyan did not worfhip Al- 

vther author has written mighty God in the parifh, 

fpeaking of atfions cuftoms meeting-houfe. Bunyan did 

places and nations of which worfhip Almighty God in a 

no veflige remains is it farm-houfe. Now thefe two 

ftrange that there fliould be fa&s are innocent in them- 

paflages in. fuch a book be- felves, inoffenfive to fociety* 

yond the erudition of inter- and altogether unconnected 

preters !" Saur. Dijf. torn. i. with plots of fub.verting civil 

fref. government, confequently, 

(3) State objections (without the citizen, who did them, 

rhetorical exaggerations. In ought not to have beencri- 

all argumentation it is ex- minated for thefe a&ions. 

tremely important' to diilin- But .fee what rhetorick caa 

guifh between reafon and paf- do ! Call the parilh meeting- 

fion. Reafon ftates facls, houfe.^ churcb~~nnme th? 

and draws conclufions : paf- ceremonies performed there 

fion colours them; and, if fervice affert the book that 

we be incautious, the colour- contains them to be divine 

ing will miflead us. The -^-malce the whole of re-ligion 

fame coo.l equity, that is re- to confift in hearing a prieft 

quifite in a court, of judica- read it affirm that a devil, 

ture, ought to be exercifed or a devilkin comes from hell 

in a chriftian pulpit. For to perfuade Bunyan not to 

example. hear it fay that Bunyan's 

The bill of indic~lrn?nt abfence is of fo much confe- 

preferred againft John Bun- quence as to be pernicious, or 

yan ran thus. "John Bun- deftruftive to the divine book 

yan hath devilifhly and Call the farmer's parlour, 

pernicioufly abftained from held in fee-fimple, a conwnti- 

?;orning to church to hear di- cle or meeting-place -fay, if 

fine fervice : and is acorn- fixteen harveft-men and their 

in,on upholder of feveral un- wix'es meet there on the 
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I think, It is never advifeable to ftate objec- 
tions, and defer the anfwers to them till another 

oppor- 

twentieth of Auguft and get tro'duce anarchy and confajioit 

drunk at harveft-home, the into THE CHURCH, andeC- 

parlour is a lawful conventi- ftablifli herefy, lilertinifm, in- 

cle ; and that if they meet fidelity, and atkeifni) upon the 

there on the twenty-firft of ruins of cbriftianity :" that is 

Auguft to repent of drunk- to fay, Chrift left a fyftem 

ennefs, and get Bunyan to of atheifm, and civil powers 

pray to God there to accept turned it into a fyftem of - 

their repentance, and to tell ligion. Serm. on Ckrifr s king- 

them out of the bible whe- dotn. May 19, 1717. 

ther God will accept it, that Here are two other fafts. 

then it is an unlawful conven- The Britiih parliament fup~ 

tide- fay, that the prayers preffed epifcopacy in lefa 

and tears of thefe feventeen than one hundred years after 

poor wretches dljlurl and they had eftabliftied it. The 

diftrafl all the good fubjefts liturgy was laid afide, and 

of the kingdom, who may the directory fupplied its 

happen to be at the very time place, by order of t he foyers 

extremely merry at operas, that 'were. And had not the 

play-houfes, taverns, ale- power, that created liturgy 

houfes, and other places, and and epifcopacy, as much 

jknow nothing about it be- right to annihilate as to create 

dizen all this with the name them? If religion be a ftate. 

of our fawreign lord the king-* tool, may not the ftate ufis 

and Id ! this rhetorical objec- whatever tools they think 

tion mail fend Bunyan to jail beft ferve their purpofe? 

for twejve years and fix ^'o fuch thing. Hear the 

months! church's objection. '.'Epift 

Jn a manner equally frau- copacy,' that venerable, an- 

dulenf divines bring objec- cient, apoftolical order fell a 

tions into the pulpit, and de- facrifice to mifguided zeal, 

lude unwary fouls with great and blind popular fury, Then 

fuelling words of infignifi- began conceited ignorance to 

cance. Bifhop Hoadley af- triumph wide and far over 

firmed, that " the laws of learning and found know~ 

Chrilt's kingdom^ as he left ledge, novelty over antiquity, 

them, have nothing of this confufton over order, fchifm, 

world in their view." JDoftor herefy and blafphemy over 

Trapp thought proper 'to unity, orthodoxy, and fin- 

objeft againft this propoii- cere piety. This was refin- 

becau.fe " it would in* ing upon the diurch of Eng. 

land! 
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opportunity j anfwer them diredly-, forcibly and 



land! thefe our reformers!" tices of the men. The firft 

- - Nay but* Rev. Mr. Arch- is the peaceable way of dif- 

deacori, who art thou, that fenting. It reprobates the 

replieft againft THY God! cpnftitution and leaves the 

Shall the thing formed fay to men to the mercy of God. 

him, that formed it, Why haft Civil liberty empowers them 

thou made me thus ! Hath not to do the firft : chriftianity 

the civil magistrate power binds them to obferve the laft. 

over the eftabliflied clergy, (4) Refute objections fully, 

of the fame lump to make Quintilian fays, it is as much 

epifcopalians in the Sixteenth harder to defend than to ac- 

century and prelbyteria^s in cufe, as to heal a wound is 

the feventeenth ? The fa<3, harder than to make one. 

and the rhetorick of it muft " Non fine cauia. tamen dif- 

be distinguished. Dr. Wo.- ficilius femper eft creditum 

terlaneTs ferm. at S, Paul's, (quo Cicero fspe teftatur) 

May 29, 1723. defendere quam accufare - - 

There are two forts of peo- proponitur enim uno modo, 

pie, who quit the epifcppal. varie diSTolvitur - - - hine 

community; and both ought mille flexus et artes defide- 

to ftudy this article. The rantur - - accufationibus 

frft conSiSts of thpfe, whofe etiam mediocres in dicendo 

objections lie againft the (oa- fufficerunt : bonus defenfor 

frituiion itfelf, and they. ought nemo, nifi qui eloquentiSfi- 

not to yield up the plain, li- mus fuit. Nam ut quod fenr. 

teral, folid reafons of their do femel finiam, tanto eft ac- 

diffent to any declamations, cufare quam defendere 

that dp not touch the point quanto facere quam fanare 

in debate, however florid vulnera facilius," Inft. v. 

they may be. The other 1 3 . -<fe Refutation. 

cl'afs quit the church on ae- Chriftianity was formed 

count of the men, who ad- perfect by Jefus Chrift as the 

ininifter the conftitution; human body was made by 

^ either, they fay, their doc- the creator, and in its orif 

trines are un found, or their ginal Simplicity it Required 

'lives immoral.. Thefe deal nothing of literary fkill to 

very largely in rhetorical ob- , anfwer objections, for its ene- 

jec\u>ns againft the clergy, mies could fay nothing 

and paint in glaring colours againft it worth hearing: but 

the preachin? and the prac,^ ^fter it fell into the butcher- 

....?.$.,.*-. . J? 
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Here, it fnay be afked, whether in ftating ob- 
jections to be anfwered it be proper to propofe 
them all together at once, and then come to the 
anfwers, or whether they fhould be propofed and 
anfwered one by one ? I fuppofe difcretional good 
fenfe muft ferve for both guide and Jaw upon this 
fubject. If three or four objections regard only 
one part of the text, if each may be propofed and 
anfwered in a few words, it would not be amifs to 
propofe thefe objections all together, diftinguifhing 
them however by firft fecond third this may 
be done agreeably : but if thefe objections regard 
different parts of the text, or different matters, if 
they require to be propofed at full length, and it" 
it would alfo take fome time to anfwer them, it 
would be an impertinence to propofe them all to- 
gether. In fiicfi a cafe they muft be propofed and 
anfwered apart (5) 

XXIII. 



ly hands of bad men, who emplification of our author'* 
firft chopped it in pieces and rule. The fet contains our 
deftroyed its form, and then objections againft popery, 
made it up again another Each of thefe was propofed 
form as feemed good to the apart. Mr. Barker opened 
makers, it became very ob- the lecture with a general 
jeftionable, and learning and charge of corruption -Doc- 
fltill became rerjuifite quali- tor Chandler followed, and 
fications of its defenders, objected againft the papal 
The only way, then* of fo- notes of the church Mr. 
Hdly defending chriftianity Neal came next and deftroyed 
is the art of difentangling popiih /a/rasacy Mr. Smyth, 
the original, and of placing examined infallibility Doc- 
it in its primitive fhape. tor Wright confidered ttadi- 
(5) Some objeftions muft be tionDo&or Harris tranfub- 
ftated feparate/}', and others ft'anliation, and fo Oil. Each 
all together. That ineftimable article is an objection againft 
fet pi fermons againft popery, popery, and it was fair and 
which was preached by otir proper to examine each 
roinifters at Salters' hall in . apart: but it was not necef- 
*73S> affords a beautiful, ex- iary in examining' each arti- 

' cle 
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XXIII. 

CONSIDER CHARACTERS OF MAJESTY.! 
NESS INFIRMITY NECESSITY UTILITY 
EVIDENCE, &c. (6) 

MAJESTY, AND MAGNANIMITY. 

Take an example of this from John xiv. i. Let 
not your hart be troubled^ you believe in God, believe 

alfo 

cle to feparate - the feveral votions - - - it is one Saint 
objections, that there are Mathurin, who, it feems, has 
againft each, and to refute an admirable noftrum for the 
them apart. They are, there- cure of 'folly" 
fore, in fome of the fermons (6) Cenjider cbarafters. As 
Hated all together. Thus Doc- there are certain perfonal 
tor Harris. " The Trent qualities peculiar to each in- 
catechifm fays -That the fa- dividual, and to defcribe 
crament is the true body of thefe is to characterize the 
Chrift, which was born of man, fo there are certain 
the virgin, and is now in peculiarities, which belong 
heaven, together with his to expreffion, and thefe pe. 
foul and divinity That it is culiars, whatever they are, 
entire in every part of the are the characters-, or diftin- 
bread, and every drop of the guifhing marks of each ex- 
wine that no part of the preffion. There are as, many 
fubftance of bread and wine of thefe as there are intelli- 
j-emains that the accidents gent emotions, which exprefs 
of bread and wine, which do themfelves in language ; for 
remain, are in no fubjeft, proper language is all ex- 
bu-t exift by themfelves in a preffion of emotion. Even 
wonderful manner, and tones, without articulation, 
which is not too curioufly to are charafteriftical, that is 
be inquired into - - - This to fay, they exprefs fear, joy, 
is tbepohit I am to debate at anger, and fo on ; and there 
this time." It was fmartly are cafes in which filence is 
faid by Dodtor Hughes in charafteriftical. Our au- 
the next fermon, which was thor's rule, then, is founded 
againft the popiih veneration in the nature of things, 
of faints; "there is one There is a kind of fympa- 
faint, who, I fear, does not thy between intelligence and 
co-me in for his lhare of de- expreffion, Mean thoughts 

cannot 



in me. Thefe words are characterized by a 
jefty, which exalts Jefus Chrift above all ordinary 
paftors, and above all the prophets; for who befide 
the fon of God could fay, Te believe in God^ believe 
alfo in me? Thefe words equal Jefus Chrift to the 
eternal father, and make him the object of our 
faith and confidence as well as the father ; for they 
imply that faithful fouls may repofe an entire con- 
fidence in his power, protection and government,, 
and that the fhadow of his wings will difiipate the 
forrows of their minds, and leave no more room 
for fear. (7) 

You 



cannot be dignified by Ian- (7) Character of majefty. 

guage, and much language It was prophefied of the Mef- 

only gives the whole the air fiah, he Jh all feed in the ma- 

of ftirivelled fruits, On the jefty of the name of the Lord 

contrary, magnanimity of his God; that is to fay, he 

thought fliines through Ian- ihall teach a fublime doctrine, 

guage juft as fome lovely fe- and he ftiall rule like God 

male features fparkle through with an irrefiftible authority, 

a thin gauze vail. ' The fym- Micah v. 4. Jefus of Naza- 

pathy lies not in the quan- reth exactly anfwers this de- 

tity: but in the /art of ityle. fcription. The TRUTH of 

Longinus treats of this in his his doctrine is the fublimity 

ninth fection, and calls fub- of it, and the demonftration, 

limelanguage//.s;5/A<J9fo:riw that attends it, carries along 

7r^H^st, eccho magnitudi- with it the foft impelling 

nis animi. The holy fcrip- fwayof irrefiftibleconvi&ion, 

tures inculcate the fame idea : forming principles of felf- 

a fool's 'voice is known by a fuafion (if I may fo fpeak) 

multitude of words, a fool's within the foul of each dif- 

Speech, or ftyle is chara&eriz- ciple. There are various ds- 

ed by an exuberance of terms greet of the fublimity of 

hearken to the 'voice of my truth. The whole truth of a 

words: Job xxxiv. 16. The gnat or an acorn would form 

ralers knew not the voices of a noble body of fcience : 

the prophets: A&s xiii. 27. what muft the truth of GOD 

Paul's epiftles are weighty be I Him no man had ever 

(Hid powerful: 2 Cor. x. io. v feen j he inhabited light that 

The fieep know the Jhep- none could approach ; yet all 

herd's -voice John X, 4, human felicity lay in the 

VOL, II, G g know- 
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You fee alfo a character of tendernefs and infi- 
nite love towards his difciples, which appears in 
the affurance, with which he infpires them, and in 
the promife, which he tacitly makes them, of al- 
ways powerfully fupporting, and never forfaking 
them. The fame characters, or others like them, 
may be obferved in -all this difcourfe of our Savi- 
our, which goes on to the end of the fixteenth 
chapter. As in thefe words, I am the way, the 
truth, and the life in thefe, He that hath feen me^ 
Philip^ hath feen the father in thefe, PPbatfoever ye 
ajk in my name I -will do it and again in thefe, 

/ will 



knowledge of him. The only This text affords a proof 

begotten of the Faf'jerws.s full of that obfcurity, which the 

of true ideas of him, and, poverty of language neceffa- 

being alfo full of grace, he rily fheds on fentiment. The 

declared him to us ; declared copious greek language, 

the moft fublime fubjeft in which makes a thoufand 

the moft majeltick manner, words out of one verb, is 

It was ' the voice of the Lord, after all obliged to exprefs 

powerful and full of majefty. an indicative and an impera- 

Pfal. xxix. 4. ti<ve fentiment by the fame 

The text above is, as our term ; and there are cafes, 

author obferves, no incom- in which it will be hard to 

petent proof of our Lord's come at the pvecife idea of 

divinity. Te believe-in GOD the fpeaker. The verb 

- - - believe alfo in ME. What '/rtttvzTS in this text is of 

an aflbciation of ideas! Had this kind ; and its ambiguity 

ever prophet prefumed to of mood has given rile to 

utter fuch language as this? Rur readings of the text. 

This is one of the many i. Ye do believe in God: ye 

texts, that difgrace the cha- do alfo believe in me : be not 

rafter of Chrift in the fame troubled then 2. Believe in 

proportion as his divinity is God: -believe alfo in me: 

denied; He affociated him- and give yourfelves no far- 

ielf as a ground of confi- ther trouble 3. Believe in 

dence with the Father, and God: ye do believe in me; 

propofes both together to the thus you will be free from 

faith of his difciples. A anxiety 4. Ye do believe in 

dangerous aflbciation if he God : ielie<vs alfo in me : 

were a mere man! and make yourfelves eafy* 

Our 
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I mil not leave you orphans (8) I will come to you, 
In general, we iee aknoft in every verfe majefly, 

tender- 

/ 



Our beft criticks adopt the potenter protegam. This, 

fecond reading, becaufe it as our author juttly obferves, 

is not ufual in'fcripture ftyle is characterized with tender- 

is ufe the fame verb in the nefs. Chrift is a perfon of 

fame fentence in loth moods genuine affe&ion; fenfibility 

, and becaufe it agrees with to human woe is his real cha- 

the apparent defign of the raster. To exprefs this he 

jpeaker, which was to defcribes his emotions by 

ftrengthen the courage and imagery <& the tendereft kind. 

comfort of the difciples by Is there in nature a more pi- 

flrengthening their faith, tiable objeft than an expofed 

Vid. Poll ' Synopf. in loc. orphan? Is there a nobler 

.. (8) 1 'will not leave you idea than this of an ever- 

erpbaM., Ova etfiiffw v^tts living father, an everlatling 

opactcsuf. Non relinquam vos patron? I venture to alter 

orbes, i, e. folos, et prsefentia and adapt four lines to the 

mea ac gratia deftitutos. fubjeft. 
Vefter ero patronus, et vos 

declin'd, 



Like a fair flovv'r furcharg'd with dew, he wept. 
And words addreiPd feem'd into tears diffolv'd, 
Wetting the borders of his homely garb, 

Milton. Samf. Agon. 

A ftuclent of divinity cannot guage of pretended patrons 

help obferving four things on of the church with thofe of 

this fubjeft. I. A Angularity our divine patron. Unfeel- 

of charatter in Chrift. He ing authors of ecclefiaftical 

had every thing human in woe! who taught you to 

the higheft perfection. His blufter, and order, and curfe 

joys were grave his griefs in the church! 3. The trite 

werejuft his gentlenefs and charafier- of an original di/- 

his goodnefs, his inflexibility cipleofjefus. Like his di- 

and his humanity, all his vine matter his foul diflblves 

excellencies were in. perfeft at human mifery, and his 

harmony with each other, beneficent hands relieve it. 

and all moved on in the fo- Conformity to modes and 

lemn ftate of, all the other forms may make per/ona, a 

complete works. of nature, mafk in grammar, and a 

2. -The inhumanity of fame of far/on in law : but, good 

his pretended dijciple s. Com- God ! how different is evan- 

pare the fentiments und.lan- gelical fenfibility of foul 

Gg z ' from 



tendernefs, love of holinefs, confidence of victory, 
and other fuch characters, which it is important 
to remark. (9) 

MEANNESS AND INFIRMITY, 

You will very often obferve characters of mean- 
nefs and infirmity in the words and actions of the 

'dif, 



from all this 14. Fbi nature juilly confider him as an ec~ 

and ufe of afefiion in a clefiaftical ftage-player, and 

preacher. O how deep into call him a hypocrite, a moral 

the heart go thofe periods, difiembler with holy leer, 

which are Town in the un- Lewis the fourteenth is faid 

forced, uninvited tears of to have poflefled noqe of the 

the preacher! S. Paul's laft qualities of a king: but to 

iermon to the Ephefians was have acted the part of one 

delivered in the true fpirit of as well as he could. This is 

his pattern. He delivered it what our James v l. called 

with many tears \ the people kingcraft, of which, God 

wept fore -fell on his n^ck knows, the poor foul had 

kijjed the departing fervant very little! There is in the 

ct God and farrowed moft dmrch prieftcraft prophet- 

of all for the ivo.rds, which craft chriftiancraft ; that is 

he fpake, that they Jbould fee to fay, wicked men have 

his face no more. Acts xx, found it worth their while 

18, 37, 38. to try to aft the parts 'of 

(9) Obfervation ofcharac- men, who really poffefled 

ten is important. The great the qualities, that eonftitute 

confequence of this will ap- thefe characters. 
pear by one fingle confide- The auguft character of 

ration. All perfect produc- the Meffiah has been at- 

tions have properties real and tempted by importers (See 

excellent. Some imperfect Jefepb. de bell Jud. I. vi. 

beings, not having thefe E. 5. S. 2.) Now as it is 

properties, endeavpur to aS important to diftinguifli the 

them. When a vaffal acts true Chrift from falfe Chrifts, 

like a baron, we fay he lords fo it muft be of confequence 

it, and when a bad man thoroughly to inform chrif- 

flrives to act the character of tians of the real character of 

a good one, without endea- our inimitable Jefus. More- 

vouring to obtain qualities over, as he is to be humbly 

efTentiai to a good man,' we imitated by his difciples, it 
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difciples of Jefus Chrift. As when they afked 
him, Wilt thou at this time reft ore again the kingdom 
to Ifrael?' Ach i. 6. (i) You fee, even after the 
refurreftion of Jefus Chrift, they were full of that 
low and carnal idea, which they had entertained, 
of a temporal Mefiiah. (2) 

You 



is neceflary they mould be ble under this difeafe. They 

thoroughly acquainted with have few ideas of piety, and 

their model. See vol. i. none of dignity detached 

p. 344, from the worldly parade of 

(1) Reftore tie kingdom^ &c. rich endowments, pajaces, 
There are (fays Calvin) as cathedrals, founding titles 
many errors as words in this and gaudy habits ; as if all 
queftion, They dream of religion were nothing but a 
an tartbly kingdom - - - raree-fhow. The pagans rc- 
they aflign the time - - they proached the primitivechrif- 
fiiut out the gentiles, reftrain- tians for not building fpaci- 
ing the kingdom to Ifrael - - ous temples. Lactantius, 
they would know what was Arnobius, Minutius Felix, 
not revealed, whereas true and others juftified the peo- 
wifdom is to flop in learning pie of God by mewing the 
where Chrift our matter nature of the deity the kind 
paufes in teaching. Hence of worfhip, that he required 
he properly infers the abfur- the imttility and danger of 
dity of niming to be wife pomp in religion ; and To on. 
above what is written, and After Conftantine arrived at 
reproves fuch as love to deal the throne, riches were 
in dark myfteries, either in fquandered with unparallel- 
things not revealed at all, or ed profufion in building and 
but darkly and obfcurely adorning publick edifices of 
mentioned. Cafa. in A3. i, religion. Eufebius, who 
6. preached at the dedication 

(2) The iika of a temporal of that at Tyre, was fo in* 
Wefftah is mean and carnal, fatuated as to affirm, that in 
This mean jdea hath pof- the fplendor of that temple 
fefled the minds of profefled was accompliflied the pro- 
difciples of Chrift in all ages, phecy of Haggai, who had 
The apoftles fooq ftruggled faid, tke glory of the latter 
through fuch low fecular no- houfejball be greater than that 
tions : but a very large fuc- cf the former, ii. 9. that is, 
ceflion of their pretended fol- according to this court chap- 
lowers haye expired incurs- lain, chriftians ihall build 

nobler 
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You alfo fee a rajh curiofity in their defiring to 
know the times and feafons of thofe great events, 
which God thought fit to conceal. 

*" 

Obferve again, Peter's vifion. A great fheet 
was let down from heaven, and filled with all forts, 
of animals ; a voice faid to him, Rife Peter ^ kill and 
eat , to which he anfwered, Not fo Lord,; for I have 
never eaten any thing- that is common and unclean, 
You fee in this anfwer an over-fcrupulous confcience 
all embarrafied with legal ceremonies ; and a very 
defective imperfect knowledge of gofpel- 
liberty. (3) 

There 

\ 

. nobler temples than Jews Lord's kingdom was not of 
builded. Full of this puerile this world. How could the 
plan, they imitated the old remnant fill up the time de- 
temple. There was a porch voted to religion ? A ritual 
for ftrangers, catechumens, muft be prepared, a price 
and penitents. There was a paid for reading it ; and, left 
choir, like the holy place, mens minds mould hereafter 
for believers; and emperors revolt, the whole muft be 
had Halls at the upper ends, endowed with, eftates, and 
There was alfo a fan&uary, guarded by penalties. Thus 
or a moft holy place fpr ec- rofe popery according to the 
clefiafticks, and before them prophecies that went before. 
Hood the communion table S. Jerom, S, Bernard, and 
covered with finery, after the many others have clearly 
faftrion of the old mercy- feat, fhewn, that all pomp is in- 
EacH part was feparated from jurious to real religion, We 
the other by baluftrades, gilt fpeak of pomp in religion 
and adorned. Such palaces only. 

would have been difgraced (3) What God hath cleanf- 

by the neat plain fimplicity ed that call not tbou com- 

cf common drefs, and now mon. Tu. eft antithefis q. d. 

that the church was a palace cum Deus leges de cibis im- 

churchmen muft drefs like mundis abrogaverit, tit ho- 

princes, and bring in the old muncio inani fcrupulo a qui- 

Aaronical habits. Men of bufdam tanquam * immundis 

real abilities and true piety ne abfiineas, 
fledj for they knew their, 
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There is almoft an infinite number of texts in 
the new teftament, where fuchx infirmities appear^ 
and you muft not fail to remark them in order to 
prove, 1. That grace is compatible with much 
human weaknefs. 2. That .heavenly light arifes 
by degrees upon the mind, and that it is with the 
new man as with the natural man, who is born an 
infant, Hips in his childhood, and arrives at per- 
fection infenfibly and by little and little. 3. That 
the ftrongeft and .fartheft advanced Chriftians 
ought to bear the infirmities of the weak, fince 
God himfelf does not break the bruifed reed, nor 
quench the fmoaking flax. This he was pleafed 
to exemplify in the mod ample manner in 
the perfon of Jefus Chrift, when he was upon 
earth, (4) 

NECES- 



(4) Chambers of meannefs Claude's rule. The other 
and infinnity. It mould feem, extreme lies in calling all 
there ar/e two dangerous ex- that meannefs and infirmity, 
tremes incident to obferva- which does not fquare' with 
tions of this kind. , Some di- our arbitrary laws of dignity- 
vines, on the one hand, de- and magnanimity. Writers 
ny thefe characters in the of this clafs are very free in 
penmen of fcripture, left by making trammels for apbf- 
allowing them they mould ties to amble in : but the at- 
weaken the evidences of their tempt is ram,, and generally 
infpiration. Thanks be to difgraceful to the undertaker. 
God, the biblical writers Glorious logick! My tutor 
have better claims to infpi- would have faid fo and fo. 
ration than any that can arife Ergo, S. Paul fliould have 
from grammar or rhetorick faid fo! In regard to ftyh, 
of ftyle, or even at places tranflations often nuflead 
from elevation of fentiment, preachers, and give an air 
or abfolute peifeftion of mo- of meannefs to the ftyle, and 
ral reftitude. They never a low turn of thought to the 
pretended to place the evi- fubjeft. God commanded 
fences of their miflion on Ezekiel during the captivity, 
fuch precarious grounds-, while Ifrael and Judah were 
They lofe nothing of their two kingdoms, to fignify to 
dignity by our allowing Mr^ the captives that the two 

king. 



NECESSITY. 



In regard to nece/ity, you may very often re- 
mark this in explaining the dqftrines of religion 
as when you fpeak of the miffion of Jefus Chrift 
into the world of his familiar converfation with 
men of his death refurreftion and afcenfion to 
heaven, &c. for you may not only confider the 
truth, but alfo the nece/ity of each , and by this 
mean open a moft beautiful field of theological 
argument and elucidation. (5) 

The 

kingdoms ihould hereafter An ufe of rejoicing that God 
be united, and incorporated had made the twofticks one." 
. into one civil ftate. In order I know not who publilhed 
to exprefs this by a vifible this fermon, for the title 
fign, as ufual, the Lord or- page is gone : but the fault 
dered him to take two 'wooden is too common. , 
tablets, to write upon one (sYNtceJ/ity. This is one 
Judab, and upon the other of the many abltraft terms, 
Ifraely and to frame them fo which Hand for things, that 
that they might be jointed are not as though they were. 
together, and become one in Mr. Claude feems to take it 
his hand. Our tranflators in general for what is fit and 
rendered the phrafe two flicks, proper in the nature of things, 
Ezek. xxxvii. 16. A certain and what, therefore, is an 
-preacher (I fear it was Mat. eflential part of the whole. 
Mead) took this text, and, S.Paul illuftrates thegofpel 
as he thought that. "'they by this topick in his epillle 
were faggot flicks that dry to the Hebrews There is 
jftieks would fnap that fag- made of necejfity a change of 
gots muft be made up either the law it is of necejfity this 
while the fap was in the man have fomewhat. to offer 
wood, or after it had been there muft of necejfity be 
foaked well in water and the death of the teftator. 
that humiliation would foak Heb. vii. iz. viii. 3. ix. 16. 
and fofcen his auditors" he In this plain popular fenfe, 
ventured to conclude with it mould feem, the word ne- 
' Firft, An ufe of humbling, ceffity is friendly to religion : 
that the people of God ihould but in its metaphyfical mean- 
be two fids: and Secondly, ing it is a fource of unpro- 

fitabte 



The fame may be affirmed of fending the com- 
forter, that is, the holy ghoft into the world j in 
explaining thefe words, / will pray the father and 
he Jh all give you another comfort er? John xiv. 16. 
You may very properly confider the neceffity of 
this comforter-, either, becauie without his Jight 
and help we can never releafe ourfelves from the 
bondage of fm and- fatan or becaufe without his 
affiftance all that Jefus Chrift has done in the 
"ceconomy of falvation would be entirely ufelefs to 
us, You may alfo obferve the, neceffity of his 
eternal -abode -with us becaufe it is not enough to" 
be once converted by his efficacious power, we 
need his continual prefence and efficacy to carry on 
and finiih the work of fanctification ; otherwife we 
Ihould quickly relapfe into our firft condition. (6) 

UTILITY. 

fitable difputation, curious decebat relinqueret, et fine 

as chafms in rocks, and like advocato et -quodam tutore 

them dangerous to common defereret. Hie eft enim qui 

travellers. See Surfer's Ana- ipforum animos mentefque 

%J> ch* v. Locke 'sE//ay,n. firmavit, qui evangelica fa- 

21, Limborcb Law .Lei&- cramenta diftinxit, qni in, 

nitz Clarke Hobbes Spi- ipfis illuminator rerum divi- 

noxa, &c. ,&c. narum fuit, quo confirmati 

(6) Neceffity of the holy pro nomine domini aec car- 
fpirit. Unus ergo et idem ceres nee vincula timuerunf, 
ipiritus, qui in prophetis et quinimo ipfas feculi potef- 
Apoftolis, ibi parce datus, tates, et tormenta calcave- 
Jiic large commodatus ; nee runt, armati jam fcilicet per 
tamen ante refurre&ionem ipftim atque firmati, ha- 
domini exhibitus, fed per re- bentes in fe dona, qus hie 
iurreftionem Chriili contri- idem fpiritus ecclefis Chrifti 
tutus. Rogabo enim, aiebat, fponfe quafi qujedam orna- 
patrem et alium advocatum menta diftribuit et dirigit. 
dabit vcbis, ut wbifcum fit Hie eft enim, qui prophetaa 
in (sternum. Et quoniam do- in ecclefia coaftituit, ma- 
minus in coelos effet abiturus giftros erudit, linguas dirigit, 
paracletum difcipulis necejfo- 'virtu tes , et fanicates facit, 
''wdabat, ne illos quodam- opera mirabilia gerit, dif- 
modo pupjllos quod minime credonw fpi^ituum porrigit, 

VOL. If, .Hh guber- 



UTILITY. 

Where a thing does not appear abfolutely ne- 
ceflary, you may remark its utility : as in fome 
'particular miracles of Jefus ChrifY in fome pecu- 
liar afflictions of the faithful in the manner in 
which S. Paul was converted and in an infinite 
number, of fubjects which prefent themfelves to a 
preacher to be diicufled. (7) ^ . 

EVIDENCE/' 

gubernationes contribuit, verfcs corrigit, infideles ar- 
cenfilia fuggerit, quasque alia guit, fimulatores oftendit, 
font charifrnatum dona com- improbos quoque corrigit;' 
ponit ct .digerit, et ideo ec- ecclefiam incorruptam et in. 
clefiam domini undique et violatam perpetuse virginita- 
in omnibus perfeclam et con- tis et veritatis fandlitate cuf. 
fummatam facit. Erudiuntur todit." Novaf. tie Trin, c. 29. 
enim in illo, et per ipfum (y) Obferve utility. Ac- 
corpora noftra ad immorta- cording to our author, it was 
litatem proficere, dum ad de- abfolutely neceflary for the 
cretaipfius difcunt fe mode- Meffiah to prove his million 
janter temperare. Hie eft by miracles : but it was not 
nim, qui contra carnem abfolutely neceffary for him 
defiderat, quia caro contra to work them in this village 
Ipfum repugnat, Hie eft, rather than in that. Itisab- 
qui inexplebiles cupiditates folutely neceflary for believers 
coereet, immoderatas libidi- to be afflifled : but it is not 
nes frangit, illieitos ardores neceiTary for each believer to 
extinguit, flagrantes impetus fuffer the -fame kind and the 
vincit, ebrietates rejicit, ava- fame degree of affliftion. The 
yitias repellit, luxuriofas converfion of Saul was necef- 
commefTationes fugit, cari- faryi-butthe manner of it 
tates nedtit, afFeftiones con- was not fo. Thus by dif- 
ftringit, &c. Hie in apofto- tinguilhing two forts of ac- 
lis Chrifto teftimonium red- tions he conciliates neceffity 
dit, in martyribus conftan- and free agency. Thus we ' 
tern fidem religionis oftendit, affirm in general private 
in . virginibus admirabikm prayer is neceffiry : the time 
continentiam fignatge chari- and place of offering it arbi- 
tatis includit, in csteris in- trary charity to the poor is 
corrupta et incontaminata neceffary.: the way of admi- 
doftrinse dominicse jura cuf- niftering it arbitrary ; andfo 
tcdit, hantticos deftruit, per- on. All this is plain ; 
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EVIDENCE. . , 

Evidence muft be particularly prefTed in articles, 
which are difputed, or which are likely to be con- 
troverted. (8) For example, Were you to treat 

of 



Jar, and edifying; and here of our miiufters love to ex- 
on thele f.bjefts 'the pulpit cite the diligence of their 
ftould patife. Metaphysical people by representing the 
refinements may proceed in chriftian fabbath as a market- 
private, or in t;-,e fchools, a day, and the truths of the 
great deal farther; and, if gofpel as wares expofed to 
the invelligator lofe himfelf iale; and the idea is not 
very little damage will be wholly unfcriptural, feelfai. 
done : but to puzzle and lv. i, 2, &c. But is it worth 
perplex plain cbriftians with while, on fuch days, toneg- 
the exquifite fubtilties of the left real bufinefs, in order to 
fchools is a moft intplerable tickle the fancies of idlers by 
abufe of divinity. Did ever rope-dancing vending trin- 
man exift, who underftood kets or exhibiting., a fhow- 
the following proportions ? box! Compared with fuch 
If unintelligible, where is harlequins, yon bufy honeft 

their utility? Alas ! I fellow, who fells rum-rope 

forgot myfelf. They are to the thatcher, and fickles 
ufeful. " The infeftion of and rakes to the labouring 
nature deferveth God's dam- rufticks, is a pillar of a corn- 
nation works before grace munity, a moft refpeftable 
do not deferve grace o'f con- member" of fociety, 
gruity God doth work invi- (8) Evidence. Our author 
fibly in us by infant-baptifm, fuppofes, evidence arifes to 
and by it doth quicken, fome truths from furround- 
Arengthen, and confirm our ing circumftanceszs from 
faith in him. Epijcofal ar- place manner of expreifion. 
tides, ix, xiii, xxv. &c. &c. and he fubjoins 
Utility. There is no rule an example, to which, as 
of elucidation more impor- contraries 'illuftrate '.each 
tant than this. Nothing can other, we will add the fol* 
be rnore-abfurd than to la- lowing. ' . 
hour to eftabliih a point in a , A certain fupralapfarian 
popular difcourfe, which the divine preached from i Chro. 
people are incapable of ap- iv. 22. and tbefe are ancient 
Plying to fome good -ufeful things, and endeavoured to 
al purpofe at home, Some eftablim in his fermon the 
/ Hh 3 fupra- 
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of the fecond commandment in oppofition to the 
cuftom and practice of wormipping images in the 
church of Rome, you fhould prefs the evidence of 
the words. As, i. It has pleaied God to placb 
this command not in fome obfcure part of revela- 
tion : but in the moral law, in that law, every 
word of which he caufed to proceed from the 
midft of the flames. 

2. He 



fupralapfarian fyltem of the 
order of God's decrees in op- 
pofition to fublapfarianifm 
the love of God was an an-* 
cicnt thing-rthe fetting up 
of Chrift as the covenant-bead 
of .his people was an anci- 
ent thing- and fo on. Cer- 
tainly the good man's text 
formed a ftrong prejudice 
againft his do&rine; for it 
Is placed not in a difcourfe 
concerning redemption : but 
in a genealogy interlined 
with here and there a hifto- 
rical anecdote. Some of 
thefe families were craftf- 
men, and inhabited fuch a 
part of the country others 
wrought in pottery and dwelt 
in fuch a part-^-fuch a family 
had a linnen manufactory 
and fuch a houfe were lords 
of the foil one was allied to 
the royal family of Egypt 
another had two wives 
and thefe are ancient tradi- 
tioasor thefe are extracted 
from ancient records. Is not 
the place of this line proof of 
its meaning ? We 
verfes IT-Z 3-^21- 22, 



18 



refer to 
32 



Evidence liiuft be urged in 
controverted points. It is fa- 
ihionable with many divines 
to boalt of their averfion to 
controverfy, and to make a 
merit of teaching only fuch 
doctrines as are not difputa- 
ble. What a poor pieee of 
bufinefs is this ! Is there any 
one do&rine of natural or 
revealed religion, which is 
not controverted? Does not 
every deilt deny our bible, 
and every atheift the being 
of our God? A man, there-< 
fore, who determines to 
teach only undifputed arti- 
cles, determines ipfofatto to 
teach nothing at all. 

The infpired writings do 
not countenance any fuch 
notions. The whole Jewifh 
religion is ftyled Jehovah's 
controversy, Hof. iv. i 
Micah vi. 2. Jer. xxv. 31. 
The Jewifti polity confidered 
all civil and ecclefiaftical 
matters as controvertible, 
and provided very properly 
for the deciiion of all cafes. 
2 Chron. xix. 8, &c. The 
whole book of job is a con- 
troverfy. The miniftry of 

our 
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2. He ufes not only the term image, but like- 
^efs, and fpecifies even the likeneffes of all the 
things in the world, of thofe which are in heaven 
above, of thofe which are in the earth beneath, and 
of thofe which are under the earth. 

3. In order to prevent all the frivolous objec- 
tions of the human mind, he goes yet farther, not 
only forbidding the worfhipping of them, but alfo 
the making ufe of them in any manner of way ; 
and, which is more, he even forbids the making of 
them. 'Thou Jhalt not bow down, thyfelf to them, 
tfboujbalt not ferve them. T'boujbalt not make unto 
thee any graven image, &c. 

4. Add 

bur Saviour was a perpetual 2. It is a certain faft, reli- 

controverfy. S. Paul's epif- gion empowers us to invefti- 

tles are, moft of them, con- gate, debate, difpute, and 

troverfial. The apoftles came controvert each article in or- 

sfa truth by much difputing der to afcertaiu the evidence 

among themfelves, Afts xv. of it. 

7. and they convinced Jews Whence, then, the outcry 

and Gentiles by difputing againft con trover fy? It pro- 

with both. Afts xvii. 17. ceeds in different men froai 

xix. 8. very different caufes. i. 

Striftly fpeaking, a dif- Some artfully decay contro- 

pute is an oral controverfy, verfy in order to deftroy free 

and a controverfy is a written inquiry, which would en- 

difpute. Now, to controvert danger their eftabHfhed er- 

or difpute a point, either by rors. Gloom in the doctrine 

word or 'writing, is only to and filence in the difciple, 

agitate a queftion in order obfcurity in the creed and 

to obtain clear adequate obedience in the fubfcribcr 

ideas of it. Can it be ima- a/Tort well together. ic f'h 

gined, religion does not ad- dumb amaxeaiid UjPniitg 

mitofthis? Let us fum up terror all! 

the matter in two undeniable 2. Others hate difputes, 

remarks, i. It is a fadl, becaufe, all faintifli as they 

every article of religion, is are, all devoted to the will 

denied by forae, and cannot . of God, aJl devoured with 

believed without debate zeal for his glory, and the 

examination by any. good of precious fouls, they 

1 hate 
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4. Add to all this, that the Lord fubjoined the 
Mgheft inter efts to enforce it. He interefted herein 
his majefty, his covenant, and his infinite power ; 
for (fays he) / am Jehovah' thy God. He goes 
farther, and interefts his jealoufy, that is, that in- 
exorable juftice, .which avenges affronts offered to 
-his love. Yea, in order to touch us ftill more 
fenfibly, he even goes fo far as to intereft our 
children, threatening us with that terrible wrath, 
which does not end with the parents, but pafies 
down to their pofterity. What could the Lord 
fay more plainly and evidently to fliew that he 
would fuffer no image in his religious worfhip ? 
After all this, is it not the moft criminal prefump- 
tion to undertake to diftinguifh in order to elude 
the force of this commandment ? 

You 



(fuch is their infufFer- as they obferve, that ,Ji?vv 
able arrogance !) they hate to men have thofe generous, li- 
be con trad idled.. To doubt beral, benign difpofitions, 
their infallibility, to diipute which are efiential qualities 
their oracular declarations, to of a good controverfial chrif- 
think differently, and to dare tian, they think it more con- 
to inform others of your rea- ducive to the general good 
ions for doing fo, what is to decry a difputatious /pirif, 
this but the black mark of by which they intend not to 
reprobation! ' fupprefs inquiry, debate, dif- 

3, Others, again, declaim pure, controverfy: but the 
againft difputing their doc- wicked tempers, which gene- 
trines to fave themfelves the rally animate them, 
difgrace of expofmg their ig- There are in fome of our 
norance, or the labour of ex- . churches profeiTed meetings 
amining, underltanding-, and of chriftians for the purpoie 
defendiag their own thefes. of debating a point of theo- 
Laziriefs, pride, and intole- logy, or a portion of fcrip- 
rance diftingui/h thefe three ture, or a cafe of confcience, 
forts of placid divines. and thefe, properly managed 

4. There are others, who with coolnefs, candour," gen- 
diftinguim between contro- tie and kind difpofitions, 
verfy and the temper, in which have often been productive of 
it is ufually conducied ; and, mutual edification. See Dr. 

Owen's 
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You may, if you choofe, over and above all 
this, add Mofes's explication of this command in 
the fourth of Deuteronomy. (9) 

You may alib ufe the fame charaler of evidence 
when you explain feVeral paffages, which adver- 
faries abufe as thefe words, this is my body which 
is broken for you- and thefe in the fixth of John, 
eat the flefb of the fon of man and dyink his Mood 

and 

Qwen'sprafl.cafesofconfciince with a deplorable prbfpeft: 

refofoed at church-meetings, ' but it may methinks engage 

No theological fubjeft our curiofity, not only by 

requires more .accurate in- the novelty of the infighta it 

veUigation than this arti- gives us into the origin of 

cle of evidence. Evidence is this fenfelefs worflrip, but - - 

that which demonftrates. it is of greater concern to 

Now there are various kinds piety, by fetting in a good 

and degrees of evidence, and it light the infinite fuperiority 

would very much contribute of the inftruclions of chrifti- 

to clear a point in debate, anity above thofe of philofo- 

were difputants firft of all phy. We fhall fee the latter 

to agree on certain data, or wandering from age to age, 

what mould be allowed evi- heaping new errors incef- 

clence in the cafe in queflicn. fantly upon the firft, and 

In law this . is a matter of more and more lofing fight 

great confequence, and, when, of truth or criminally detain- 

divines proceed in theme- ing it captive ; then authoriz- 

thods ufed in our courts of ing men to adore all and 

law, they gain infinite ad- every one of the parts of the 

vantages over their oppo- univerfe, and at laft inclin- 

nents. They do, as it were, ing them to adore nothing at 

fivear the witneffes before all. Chriftianity is the only 

they admit them as evidence, doftrine, that ever attacked 

Br. Stennett has given the idolatry with efficacy, ren 

death wound to Mr. Adding- dered augurs contemptible,, 

ton's arguments for infant- funk the credit of aftrology, 

baptifm by this method, made the perplexing fuperfti- 

(9) Explain the fecund com- tions that tyrannized over the 

nandment. Abbe Plvtche univerfe fall to the ground, 

(peaking of idolatry fays,- and even rectified the reafon 

" this fiftory of the extra- of thofe who did not believe 

vacancies of our forefathers the gofpel." Hi/}, of. ihe 

does indeed preferu the reader Htawnf., v* i. f. 2. ' 



and thofe paffages alfo in S. James, which fpeak 
of justification by works for in treating thefe 
pafiages in opposition to the falfe fenfes, which 
the church of Rome gives of them, you muft af- 
femble many circumftances, , and place each in its 
proper light, fo that all together they may diffufe a 
great brightnefs upon the text, and clearly fhew 
its true fenfe, (i) 

XXIV. 



(l) Cbaraflcr of evidence. 
Thus Maffillon on John viii. 
46. Iflf a y the truth why do 
ye not believe me? - - - the 
. world oppofes two pretexts 
againft the evidence of the 
moft terrible truths of God's 
word. i. In order to calm 
themfelves, amidft a thou- 
fand abufes authorized in the 
world, they tell us, they 
think their ftate very fafe, 
their confcience does not re- 
proach .them, and if they 
were perfiiaded there was 
any danger, they would 
change their condition di- 
rectly, z. They fay, the 
fcripture is not fo clear and 
precife upon certain points 
as we pretend, and what ap- 
pears fo clear to us does not 
appear fo to every body, 
The firft pretext is the good 
faith and tranquillity of their 
confcience the fecond the 
obfcurity and uncertainty of 
fcripture rules. To thefe I 
oppofe a double character of 
evidence, which belongs to 
the law, which will confound 
thefe two pretexts, and con- 
demn all the vain excufes 
of fmners in the .day of the 



Lord's vengeance. For, i. 
It is evident in the confcience 
of the finner. 2. It is evi- 
dent in the fimplicity of its 
rules. The evidence of God's 
law in your conferences will 
judge your pretended good 
faith and fecurity : and the 
jfimplicky of its rules will 
judge your aftected doubts, 
and pretended uncertainties. 
Maff.fer. Car -erne 4. S, premiere. 
To this alfo muft be re- 
ferred that admirable fermon 
of the fame preacher on 
i Cor. ii. 12. Now we have 
received^ not the fpirit of the 
world, but the fpirit which is 
of God* A ikeleton of his 
exordium will give a faint 
idea of his fermon. He fays 
from Auftin, " that the fpirit 
of the world and the fpirit of 
God form here in this world 
two cities, Babylon and Je- 
rufalem, which have each 
their laws, maxims, citizens, 
&c.~ that thefe two fpirits 
divide the whole world, in- 
volving empires and families, 
courts and cloifters that it 
is impoffible to be a member 
of both, and more ftill to 
belong to neither 'that thefe 
1 b . dif- 
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XXIV. 

REMARK DEGREES. (2) 

For example, Gal. i. If "we, or an angel from 
heaven, preach any other gofpel unto you, than that, 
which we have -preached unto you, let him be accurfed. 
After you have remarked the extreme force and 
ficmificancy of the words, obferve that the apoftle 
denounced an anathema twice, even denouncing it 
againft i>/ffz/^, mould he ever be guilty of what 
he condemns, denouncing it even againft an angel 
from heaven in the fame cafe. 

You 



different men will agree in fary to the obtaining of accu- 
the fame external form of racy in theology. An accu- 
worfhip that it is eafy to rate fermon is a difcourfe 
deceive ourfclves, efpecially made up of an exaft quantity 
if we praftife the moft facred 'of each component part. 
externals of religion that in There is a certain degree, or 
Ihort the only way is to.ftrip quantum of truth there is 
ourfelves of outward diftinc- an exaft point of light, or 
,tions, inquire what fpirit 'degree of evidence, in which 
rules in our hearts, and judge this truth is placed there is 
of this by the word of God 'a nice quantum fufficit of 
in order to this we muft re- imagery, colouring and en- 
mark the different characters livening the evidence there 
attributed in fcripture to each are nice degrees of temper ad- 
of thefe fpirits as firft chrif- jufted to all parts ; the rea- 
tianity is characterized by fe- foning is vigorous, the nar- 
paration, reflection, prayer, ration cool, the fuafion pa- 
felf-denial, repentance, c. thetick, foft and warm, and 
the fpirit of the world is fo onthere is a fort of ftyli 
ppofite to all this, a finning, adapted to the fubjeft and 
^It-gratifying, pray erlefs fpi- there is a degree of vehe- 
rit i &c. MaJJl ferm. Mjjier. mence or indifference in the 
Ventecote. v^ry words or letters, that ex- 

(2) Remark degrees, ,De- prefs the whole, fuited to the 

SJ" e e is the comparative con- importance or the comp'ara- 

"ition of .any thing, and the tive infignificance of each 

ftudy of this topick is necef- part. The compofuion of 

VOL. JJ. ' Ji f tt ch 
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You. mutl obferve, the apoftle does not always 
life the fame vehemence when he fpeaks againft 
error. (3) In the fourteenth of the epiftle to the 
Romans he contents himfelf with calling thofe 
weak in the faith, who would eat only herbs, and 
exhorts the other believers to bear with them. In 
the third chapter of the firft to the Corinthians he 
protefts to thofe, who build with wood, hay, and 
Hubble upon Chrift the foundation, that their 

work 

fuch a fermon is a work of and combining the fprigs, 
great labour, and yet it muft that form the delicate nofe- 
not appear to be laboured at gay of a fine lady ! 
all. The art of compofmg Some attention to degrees, 
fuch a difcourfe is merely however, is eflential to a mi- 
human, and, it fhould feem, .nifter in ftudying fcripture 
is banifhed by S. Paul from in invefti gating and reafon- 
the chriftian pulpit, and con- ing on fubje&s in determin- 
fined to fchools and places of ing the direction of promifes 
human fcience. i Cor. ii. and threatnings in relieving 
Natural eloquence cannot be troubled confciences and fo 
denied an entrance into the on. There are degrees of 
pulpit : but artificial elo- punimment pointed againft 
quence is exprefsly forbidden, degrees of fin degrees of 
There is a great deal of rea- glory adapted to degrees of 
fon for this diftinftion ; for, virtue degrees of affuranee 
were fcholaftick eloquence, proportioned to degrees of 
or the purer eloquence of faith, &c. &c. 
fimple accuracy efiential to (3) S. Paul Joes not /peak 
a good fermon, either the again/I all errors 'with equal 
people would have very few vehemence. Our author lup- 
fermons, or the preacher pofes S. Paul an example to 
would have fuch intolerable chriftian minifters, and con- 
difficulties in compofing his fiders his conduft towards 
difcourfes, that all the other erroneous perfons as a direc- 
parts of his office would lie tory of Handing authority : 
neglecled ; and, after all, but this general notion ought 
very.little benefit would be to be particularly explained 
derived from his labours, left it {hould feem to autho- 
What numbers in the fpring me the dangerous maxim o| 
enjoy the fragrance of uni- fuppreffing error by corporal 
verfal nature, who are inca- punilhments<r 
' gable of culling the Aveets, * J 
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fhould be burnt, but that they fliould fa 
though it fliould be ty fre. In the feven- 

teenth 



1. It is allowed, the apof- 
tles inflicled corporal puniih- 
ments, as in the cafes of 
Elymas, Ananias and Sap- 
phira: but thefe were extra- 
ordinary cafes, and were 
wrought by miraculo us power. 

2. There were no exertions 
of this power in cafes of 
error of judgment : nor/ any 
in cafes of thofe wrong prac- 
tices, which did not deftroy 
the effence of chriftian wor- 
Jhip: 'but on the contrary a 
kind and gentle matual tole- 
ration prevailed. See Rom. 
xiv.i Cor. xi. i Cor. x. 

2 9--33; 

3. It is certain, this paf- 

fage, Gal. i. o.. cannot au- 
thorize the fupprefiing of 
error by corporal punim- 
ments. For, I. Neither had 
8. Paul, nor the Galatian 
church any magiftratical au- 
thority. Nor, 2. Could the 
fuppofed cafe of anathema-? 
tizing an angel include the 
idea of corporal punifljment. 
lf*we> or an angel from heaven 
Breach any other go/pel unto you 
than that ye ha<ve received^ let 
him be accurfed ; that is to 
fay, confider us as perfons 
excommunicated. 

Excommunication in the 
primitive church was the 
power of excluding perfons 
from their community. This 
power was pofleffed by each 
*hriftian affcmbly. The peo- 



ple voted, and the paftor de- 
clared the exclufion. None 
were excluded but enormous 
offenders, who could 'not be 
brought to repentance. Even 
they were re-admitted on a 
future reformation. No cor- 
poral punifhment, no fine, 
no exile, no civil incapacity 
followed. Thus flood the 
matter in the firft three cen- 
turies, the beft and pureft 
ages of chriftianity. See 
Mojhsim. Cent. i. part ii. c, 3. 

From the time of Conftan- 
tine the great, excommuni- 
cation became truly infernal^, 
for the barbarous nations, 
which were converted to 
chriftianity, confidered chrif- 
tian minifters as a kind of 
druids, and the Roman pontiff 
as the ARCH DRUID, hence 
they confounded the excom- 
nfpnifation in ufe among chrif- 
tians with that, which had 
been praflifed in the times of 
paganifm by the priefts of 
the gods, and confidered them 
as of the fame nature and 
efTedl. Dr. Machine, from 
whom I quote this, gives 
us a remarkable paiTage from 
Caefar (DtteLGall.vi. 13.) 
in proof of druidical tyranny, 
and rightly obferves, that 
the Roman pontiffs were too 
artful not to countenance the 
error of introducing it into 
chriftianity. Mojheim. Cent, 
viii. tan ii. c. z.6,p t 

Ii? 
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teenth of Acts' we are told, Us fpirit 'was ftirred, 
when he faw the idolatry and ibperftition of the 
Athenians, Elfewhere," he lays, if any man defile 
the temple of God, Umjhall God dejtroy. In all thefe 
there is a force : but nothing like what appears in 
thefe reiterated words, t bough we, or an angel from 
heaven, preach any other gofpel to you, than that, 
'which we have preached unto you, let him be accurfed. 
As we faid before, fo fay I now again, If any man 
preach any other gojpel unto you, than that which we 
have preached, let Urn be ac cur fed. Why fo ? be- 
caiife the apoille fpeaks here of an effential corrup- 
tion' of the gofpel, (4) which the falfe. apoftles 
aimed at in the churches of Galatia; they were 

anni- 



(4) 'S. Paul fpeaks of an man, who denies the fuffici- 

effmtial corruption of the go/pel, ency of the holy fcriptures, 

The gofpel is in general that does eflentially corrupt the 

fyflem of religion, which gofpel : he, who allows it, 

Jefus Chrift taught. This re- and yet miftakes the mean- 

3 igion adapts itfelf to the re- ing of them, does not; he 

lief of the three principal is conftitutionally right : but 

eaufes of human mifery, accidentally wrong. The 

error, guilt and vice. Agree- fame may be faid of the 

ably to this view, Jefus Chrift other branches of the gofpel. 
executes three Offices, he, as The circumftantials of re- 

a prophet gives us a revealed ligion may be corrupted, and 

body of inftru&ion, and fo the fundamentals may 'not. 

removes error; as a prieft The fundamentals may be 

he atones for our fins, and- corrupted in part, or in the 

intercedes for our falvation, whole. The conduft of 

and fo takes away guilt and chriltians mufl be regulated 

future puniJhment ; and as a by an exacl ftate of the cafe, 

king he gives us ftatutes of which, by the way, is fome- 

divine worfnip, which regu- times extremely difficult to 

late conducl towards God, come at. What a leffon of 

and moral laws, which re- moderation may we learn- 

gulate perfonal and focial here ! An example from 

adion, he will reward virtue, Saurin will prefently explain 

puniih vice, and thus deftroy our meaning, 
fin and eftablilh holinefs, A 
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annihilating the grace of Chrift by affociating 
it with the mofaick oeconomy , they aimed at the 
entire ruin of the church by debating the , purity 
of the gofpel. (5)' In this cafe the confcience of 
this good man could contain no longer, he ftretched 
his zeal and vehemence as far : as poffible, he be- 
came inexorable and pronounced anathemas ; ; not 
thing prevented him, neither the authority of the 
greater! men, no nor yet the dignity of the glo- 
rious angels, if we, or an angel from heaven, preach 
any other gofpel, let him be accurfed. (6) 

'xxv, 



(5) Falfn apojlles delafed a%x$$. ChryfoJ}.. cp, totn. iii; 

the gofpel. KaSfXTTe^ yap ev ih Galat. i. 7. ' . 

fiourfrutoi? vopurincwiv o Athenienles (inquit Dou- 

xapewmw-'sreputo- nsus in Not - ih Chryfoft.) 

TO -votttmut Ktfatov odioGhiorum^adultennis fois 

(myi^ nummls X' ^^ Jfcul- 

n - pentes. in deteflationem 

TO fyawra am- ^ objidebant> d 

vvxam ^MIIFETW, fidi fll5ffen focii> ^ 

wpovct wgoiav avro T>IJ 



uai apyfyx ay<r%ETOs T>/, 
l it-evpsiv pahov avty} <ro<py 

vo'og 



TSro ^05 f|So>)AotToi' TTOI'WS Pporoicri, 



Kai yvwai navruv TST 

Auri adulterini et argenti tolerabile detrimentum, 

Cyrne; et in venire facile eft viro fapienti : 

Si autem amici mens viri in peftoribus latuerit 

Tenuis exiftens, dolofumque in praecordiis cor habeat ; . 

Hoc Deus fucatiffimum fecit hominibus, 

Et cognitu- omnium hoc difficillimum. 

Qwyv, yvup&i, 119. 

(6) Qfler foundation can three forts of preachers. 
no man lay, &c. Saurin ob- I. Such as lay another foutir 
ierves, " S. Paul fpeaks of drtwn\ with thefe we have 



XXV. 
OBSERVE DIFFERENT INTERESTS. (7) 

Thus, if you are explaining the miracle, which 
Jefus Chrift wrought in the Synagogue on a Sab- 
bath-day, When he healed the withered hand in 

the 



no other concern than that to 
which charity obliges us ; 
but what a fad condition 
jnuft that man be in, who 
Devotes his life and learning 
to lay another foundation; 
who fays, You have heard it 
faid of old time by Jefus 
Chrift Search the fcriptures t 
but I fay unto you, the fcrip- 
sijres are dangerous, &c. & c. ? 
The fecondfort are thofe,who 
build 'upon this foundation wood, 
toy, Jlublle^ &c, and the 
third fort are fuch as build' 
upon this foundation gold, 
{liver, precious ft ones. Thefe 
two forts are in our. churches, 
and I place them in different 
claffes. In the firft clafs I op- 
pofe a miniftry fpent in agi- 
tating queftions of mere cu- 
riofity, againft that, whick 
is employed in demonftrating 
the gofpel. In a fecond clafs 
1 oppofe difcourfes of mere 
{peculation, which tend only 
to exercife the mind, againft 
thofe practical difcourfes, 
which fan&ify the . heart, 
which make the child obedi- 
ent to his father, &c. In a 
third clafs I place the pro- 
du&ions of a trifler a/cribr 



ing his own imaginations to 
the holy ghoft, and giving 
religion I know not what 
marvellous glare, more fit 
to dazzle children than to fa- 
tisfy prudent men, againft 
the labours of th.ofe miniiters, 
who always walk with the 
light of the gofpel in their 
hands, and infallible truth 
for their guides," &c. &c. 
After adding two clafles 
more, he fays, " but I'll, 
venture no: farther, and I fa- 
crifice to charity all the de- 
tails, of which the fubjeft in 
capable. I will not even 
mention here what fuch ari 
threatened with as prefer ha} 
and ftubble before gold, fifaer, 
and precious jiones ; nor what 
belongs to thofe, who teach 
fuch doftrinesr let th,em 
weigh the apoftle's words, 
Jhall be fayed, yet fo as byfre, . 
Let preachers think what ac- 
count they will give of their 
miniftry ; and let hearers alk 
how they will account for 
their time, and their fuper- 
ftitious docility.'* Saur.fsr. 
torn, "ii.fer, quatrteme, 
- (7) Different inter efts. This 
beautiful topick of illuftra^ 

tion 



the prefence of the Herodians and Pharifees ; you 
may remark the different interefts of the fpectatorS 
in that aft of our Lord Jefus , for on the one hand, 
Mofes and his religion feemed interefted therein 
two ways. i. This miracle was done on a day, in 
which Mofes had commanded them to do no man- 
ner of work. And 2. This was done in ajynagogtte 
confecrated to the mofaick worfhip, fo that it Was 
in a manner infulting Mofes in his own houfe. 

Farther, 

"i 

tion may ferve for a clue to what he has hated for a 
many paflages of fcripture, month, 
to almoft all hiftory profane On this ground we plead 
and facred, and to number- for two things as effential to 
lefs affairs, which are daily the. illumination of the mind, 
tranfa&ed before our eyes, and the fan&ification of the 
It fuppofes, as all thefe heart, i. External obje&s 
modes of illuftration do, a to be presented by the word 
true faft. Different men of God. And 2. Internal 
have divers interefts, and influence to fway the mind 
divers interefts operate diffe- and the heart, to deprefs bad 
rent fentiments. Suppofe a difpofitions, and to impart 
man to place all his happi- and ftrengthen good ones. 
nefs in fenfual gratifications, A difinterefted Hate of mind 
the gratifying of his fenfes is, affuredly, the belt of all 
will become his main inte- previous qualifications v in a 
reft, and this difpofition. will ftudent of divinity : but 
beguile his reafon, and form thofe modes of education, 
his opinions. Suppofe ano- which form fecular interefts, 
ther to place his glory in po- before they propofe religious 
pular applaufe, this paffion truths to examination, effect 
for vulgar praife will make a total fubverfion of realba 
him avoid a profeffibn, yea and religion, 
an examination of truth, left As different interefts fome- 
it ihould tarnifh his beauty times divide men, fo at other 
in the publick eye. Suppofe times they fall into one corn- 
even a good man under a mo,n intereft, and unite them. 
momentary unworthy influ- T* he Pharifees hated the He- 
cnce, and for that moment rodians, and Herod detefted 
he will purfue a track con- Pilate : yet all agreed in op- 
trary to his general courfe of pofing and deftroying Jefus 
and de for a moment Chrift. Luke xxiii. i?. Mat. 

xxii, 1 6. 



Farther, the Herodians, who were particularly at- 
tached to the perfon of Herod, either for political 
reafons, or for fome others unknown, were obliged 
to be offended ; for this miracle had a tendency to 
prove Chrift's Meffiahihip, and thereby (as was 
commonly thought.) his right to the kingdom of 
Ifrael, and confequently this muft blacken the 
memory of Herod, who endeavoured to kill him 
in his infancy. (8) The Pharifees were no lefs 
interefted, for they confidered Chrift as their re- 
prover and enemy, and could not help being very 
much troubled, whenever they faw Jems Chrift 
work a miracle. Obferve the intereft of our Lord 
Jefus Cbrtftj his concern was to do good, wherever 
he had an opportunity,' and to glorify God his 

, father, 

V 

(8) "Hero/Hans. Divines Dean Prideaux derives the 

entertain various opinions appellation from. Herod, and 

concerning the Herodians., fuppofes the Herodians to 

Some think, they were pa- have been the followers of 

gaits,' to whom Herod had Herod in the two principal 

given lands in judea. Others tenets, in which he differed 

fuppofe, they were officers from the Jews. I. The law 

and foldiers t who guarded forbad the Jews .to fet a, 

Herod : This is the opinion Jtranger over them for-.a king. 

of Jerom and Chryfoftom. Deut. xviii. 15. Hero'dand 

Others fay, they were the the Herodians underftood the 

dome/ticks of Herod. Epipha- command only of a vqlun- 

nius, and many after him, tary election, and not of a 

affirm, they were Jews, who neceffary fubmiffion, and on 

flattered Herod by maintain- this ground they afferted the 

ang.thafjfo was the Melfiah. lawfulnefs of paying tribute 

Origen thought, it was a to Caefar. 2. Herod and the 

nickname given by the Pha- Herodians thought it lawful 

rifees and zealots to thofe, for Jews to' comply with 

who held that it was lawful pagans in matters of reli- 

to pay tribute to Herod. It gion, and to become 'occa- 

is certain, they were a court fional conformiits to them, 

party, as the Phari/ees were Thefe two principles diftii}- 

the popular party, and nioft guifhed the fed. Conneff, 

likely they were Sadducees. fartii, b. v. 
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. father, by confirming the word of his gofpel by 
acts of infinite power, The poor qfflifted man had 
a double intereft in it, the healing of his body, 
and the improvement of his mind. 

Thus this adion of Jefus Chriil, having divers 
relations, becomes as it were a point, whence many 
lines may be drawn, one on this fide, another on 
that, and hence arife the different remarks, which 
may be made upon it. (9) 



(9) Different intmfts. Maf- 
fillori in a fermon on Chrift- 
mafe-day compofes by this 
topick. " God and man are 
interefted in Clirift's birth, 
i. God\ glory was con- 
cerned. For idolatry had 
transferred that worfhip to 
others, which was only due 
to him. Formality prevailed 
among the Jews, and they 
rendered him a fervice not 
worthy of him. Philofophy 
had conveyed away the glory 
of his providence and eternal 
wifdom. Three daring in- 
fults, which mankind of- 
fered to God, and which 
Chriit came to remove. 

2. The peace of mankind 
was interefted in Chrifl's 
birth, for they had robbed 
me another of that -by pride 
by voluptuoufnefs by^re- 
venge. Chrift's grace heals 
the foil his do&rine the fe- 



cond his example the laft--" 
Pour Noel. Advent. 

So again, " Mat. ii. 2. 
We have fcen his Jtar and ttre 
come to worjkip Urn. The ftar, 
like the gofpel, directing to 
Chriil, meets with worfhip- 
pers in the wife men ia 
the priefts, diffemblers in 
Herod, a perfecutor So it 
is with the goipel now, a 
few receive it many difguife 
itmore ftill defpife and per- 
fecute it. Thus, we are to 
treat, i. Of the truth ad- 
mitted. 2. The truth dif- 
guifed. 3. The truth per- 
feciUed, either by the prac- 
tice of libertines whofe con- 
duel runs it down; or by 
people of pleafure who ex- 
aggerate their own happi- 
nefs, and the difficulties of 
chriftianity ; or by foojs who 
mock and deride it." Ma/. 
Avint. pour le jour ds I'Epi- 
pbanie, 
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xxvi. 

DISTINGUISH. DEFINE. DIVIDE. 

To ipeak properly, we diftinguifli when we 
confider a thing in different views, (j) As, for 
example, Faith js confiderable either obje&ively, 
qr fubjeftively. In the view of its objeft faith 

is 

(i) Dlftinguijh, They fay, gave a new, aad a milder 
Qui bene diltinguit bene ar- law than Mofes. Other di- 
guit. There is no maxim vines take the laft propofi. 
more evident. Thus for ex- don, and deduce confe- 
ample. < Heb. ii. 14, 15. quences, we think, ihcon- 
Sonie perfons through fear of gruous with that idea of a 
death an all their life time new-teftament church, which 
fubjett tg bondage. Thefe per- the apoftles give. We deny 
fons muft be diftinguimed. both the above propofuions, 
I. Some fear death from a and we affirm both, by dif- 
pure inftinft of nature z. tinguijking the different ob- 
Sorrie from a principle of re- jefts in contemplation. In 
tigiou 3. Others from a regard to the moral law, that 
fpirit of infidelity 4, Some is, thofe necefiary obliga- 
from an attachment to the tions, which arife from the 
world 5. Others from a natural relations, that intel- 
weaknefs of imagination" ligent beings bear to each 
Serm. par Bertheau. torn. ii. other, we deny that Jefus 
ferm. xii. 'Chrift was a legislator, and we 

70 difiinguijh is to confider fay he was an interpreter, an 
things in different views. Thus explainer of it, giving by 
we anfwer a famous queftion certain facls, which he taught, 
in theology. Was Jefus and by certain works, that 
Chrift a legijlator, as Grotius he performed, more force to 
affirms? De jure bell.ac. pac. this law than either philofo- 
Or was he, as a Saxon phers had given in natural 
lawyer affirms, only an in- religion, or Mofes in his 
lerpreter of the old law of fanctions. In regard to poji- 
Mcfes ? Ziegleri in Grot. Pro- five inftitutes, fuch as baptifnii 
legomenct* the Lord's fupper, and, ibme 

The Socinians embrace add, the fabbath, and rules 
the firft, and the moral part of church-government, w e 
of their fyftean refts on this affirm, Jefus Cliriit was not 
proposition j Jefus Chrift a refiner ef old rites, an in- 
terpreter 



js the work Qr* Jefus (Thrift, his word and crofs 
produce it ; for take away the death of JefusChrift 
and there is no more faith. His refurreftion alfo is 
the caufe of it, If Jefus Chrift is not rifen, our 
faith is vain, ?ye are yet in our fms. But if .you 
confider faith in regard to its fubjeft., or, to fpeak 
more properly, in regard to its efficient caufe pro- 
ducing it in the fubjed, it is the work of the Holy 
Ghoft. So again (to ufe the fame example,) faith 
may be confidered with a view to juftification, or 
with a view to fanclification. In the firft view it 
is oppofed to works : in the fecond it is the prin- 
ciple and caufe of good works, it contains them 
in fummary and abridgment, (2) 

Thus 

terpreter of old inftitutes : examples, in which, it would 
but a hgijlator. It is indeed evidently appear, the difpu- 
generally faid that baptifm tants had not difentangled 
'is circumcifion purified the the point in debate, and had 
ford's fupper the paflbver therefore affirmed one thing 
jefinedrand church difci- and proved another, and fo 
pline pagan and Jewifh demohftrated nothing at all 
maxims of polity and 1 jurlf- but their own careleffnefs. 
prudence purified : but no (2) Faith includes good 
proof of tliefe popular no- works. Gregory fpeaking of 
tions can be adduced. The the converted thief fays, 
baptifm of Jewifh profelytes " His hands and his feet are 
was probably taken from bound, his whole body is 
John the baptift, certainly it upon the rack, he has no- 
is not fo ancient as many thing free but his heart and 
pretend. See Dr. Gill's Dif- tongue ; with bis heart be be - 
Jertaiion on this fubjett, Body Hews unto righteoufnefs, and 
pfDiv. vol. iii. with bis mouth lie makes row- 
Nothing can be of greater feffion unto falwation. 
. confequence in theological Thofe divines, who deny 
debates than juft and necef- the neceffity of good works 
fary diftinfiion. Confufionof in order to falvation, adduce 
Jaeas produces confufion of an proof the cafe of the thief 
fubjefts, and this confufion converted on the crofs. 
P f arguments. It would-be Others have replied, the 
P a fy to produce a volume of thief performed all the good 

Kk 2 works^ 



Thus in an may be confidered with a view to 
civil fociety, fo lie is obliged to'fuch and fuch 

duties, 



works, that his condition 
would admit of; confequent- 
ly, his conversion proves 
again!! you. 

The accounts given us by 
ecclefiailical writers, of fuch 
divines as have denied the 
neceffity of good works in 
order to fnlvation, are very 
fallacious. John Agricola, 
a native of lilebe, or Ayilebe 
in Saxony, is called the fa- 
ther of the Antinomians. Lu- 
ther fuppreffed Agricola's 
doftrine as well as he could, 
and his notions concerning 
the ufe of the law have been 
grofsly mifreprefented by the 
difciples of that reformer. 
They, who were called An- 
tinomians in the time of the 
prpteclorate in England, and 
their great patron Dr. Crifp, 
have been feryed in the fame 
manner. Dr. Crifp was a 
man of eminent piety, on 
whofe characler malice itfelf 
dare not call a made. Agri- 
cola never a&ed an Antino- 
jnian part but once. He af- 
fifted Pflug and Helding in 
drawing up, by order of 
Charles V. that curious 
fyltem of theology called the 
INTERIM, a temporary creed 
to be believed and taught for 
truth, till it ihould fuit the 
emperor to publifh another. 
This was a rank antinomian 
jiclion, and I could never 
forgive this heathen for pro- 
the conference of a 



whole empire to plenfe the 
emperor, were I not obliged 
to involve othev compilers of 
interims in the fame fentonce 
of condemnation. God help 
us, what a world is this!. 
1 he maker of the creed was 
an Antinomian, and the Tub- 
fcribers to it were all pious 
and orthodox divines, whofe 
names preferve the odour of 
fanftity to this day ! 

Dr. Mofheim fays, in 
Cromwell's time there fprang 



up "a certain fed. ofprefy- 
tcrians, who were called an- 
tinomians or enemies of the 
law, and they ftill fubfift," 
This is one of the many in- 
accuracies of this excellent 
hiftorian. We have no fuch 
/eft. Antinomianifm is a 
fort of furfeit, which in all 
churches has been found to 
fucceed a plenty of evange- 
lical preaching. When the 
merit of works is exploded, 
when free juftification is 
preached, when the unwor- 
thy are encouraged to hope 
for a free pardon of all their 
fins, and fo on; it is gene- 
rally feen, fome zealous 
preachers overfhoot the mark, 
and generate doclrinal anti- 
nqmianifm, One, plain dif- 
tinclion, methinks, would 
prevent error on this article,, 
Good works are not effentia! 
to juftification. Good works 
are eifential to fafoat:o%. 
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duties, and partakes of fuch and fuch advantages, , 
or he may be confidered with regard to church- 
fellowjbipi and fo he>. is fubjed to other laws and 
enjoys other privileges. This cuftom of diftin- 
ffuifhing into different views is very common in 
preaching. (3) 

DEFI- 



(3) Diftingu'ijh. Thus 
Saurin on Luke xxiii. 34. 
" Father forgive them for they 
know not <wbat they do. Some 
fay, this expreffion is not 
ftriftly true, but it is an over- 
flow of affeftion in Jefus 
Chrift, like the defire of 
Mofes to be blotted out of the 
book of life; and the ivifh of 
S. Paul to le accurjed. We 
dare not adopt this fyftem in 
regard to the Lord Jefus. 
We aftually be-lieve, the ig- 
norance of thcfe murderers 
of Chrift dirninifhed their 
crime; for, we muft diflin- 
guijh three forts of ignorance. 
There is I . An invincible ig- 
norance, in which the will 
has no part. It is an infult 
upon divine juftice to fup- 
pofe, it will punilh men 
becaufe they were ignorant 
of things, which they were 
phyficallyincapableof know- 
ing. 2. There is a wilful 
and obftinate ignorance ; 
fuch an ignorance, far from 
exculpating, aggravates a 
man's crimes. There is 
3. A fort of ignorance which 
is neither entirely wilful, nor 
entirely invincible, as when a 
man has the means of know- 
ledge and does not ufe them. 



The ignorance of thefe mur- 
derers of Chrift was of the 
I aft kind." Saur, torn, i.priere 
de J. C. pour fes bourreaux. 

So again on Judas's de- 
fpair. " Defpair muft be 
diftinguifljed. I. From a /- 
lady. 2. From a rigorous 
but paternal chaftifement, 
wherewith the Lord, fome- 
times, by ftifpending the 
efl : ecls of his love tries the 
greatelt faints. 3. From the 
exercifes of penitence. A man 
-very much /hocked at the 
bafenefs of his paft finful 
conduft, and trembling for 
the confequences does not 
defpair, this is not defpair, 
this is a virtue." Surle>,def- 
ffpoir de Judas, torn- i. 

Here follows another ex- 
ample from a learned pro- 
feffor of Divinity in the 
French reformed univerfity 
at Saumur. ",An Ecckfia 
pojjlt err are?" Whether the 
church can err? We will ex^- 
plain, fays he, this queftion, _ 
by diftingmjbing the meaning 
of each word. The word 
(burcb either ftands for thofe, 
who profe/s chriftianity, or 
for thofe, who are really chrif- 
tians. Real chriftians may 
be confidered colleftwely, in a 

body; 
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DEFINITION. 

"this is fometimes ufed when an ad of God is 

fpoken of, as the pardon of our fins the juftifi- 

cation 

body ; or diftriluti-vely, in fe- thing pofiible in itfelf may 

parate congregations ; or in- be impojjible to us, becaufe 

dividually, in particular per- God has otherwife deter- 

fons." The objeft in con- mined it. Multum intereft 

templation being thus dif- igitur fcire, quo fenfu negan- 

tinguifhed, the queftion is dum, aut affirmandum Jit Ec- 

eafily anfwered. If we take clefiam poffe errare." Gz- 

the word church in the firft meron Pr#hft. torn. i. fa 

fenfe, it includes the Greek Ecclef, 

church, the Roman church, I wifh, they at Rome, who 

the reformed churches, &c. profefs infallibility, and 

Who will pretend to fay, others at home, who aft on 

thefe cannot err? They mu- the preemption of their pof- 

tually tax each other with feffing it, would condefcend 

error. The other meanings to make a few of thefe ne- 

of the word make the quef- ceflary diftinftions, for the 

tion equally plain. eafe of their opprefled bre- 

Our profeffor goes on. thren's confciences. When 

' The word err may be I take this hierarchical datum 

taken i. Subjefi'wdy, as it into examination, the church 

refpefts the erroneous perfon, hath power to decree riles and 

who may err either vjilfullj, ceremonies, it crumbles ail to 

and obftinately, or Jtncerely, pieces in my hands. I afk, 

and confdentioujly, and far- of whom fpeak thefe pro- 

ther, who may fall into error phets ? of themfelves, sr of 

for a time, or may continue in fome other men ? Who is th? 

it for ever. 2. The word err church? The common people- of 

may be coniidered objectively, England? Have they power 

for there are fundamental er- to decree rites ? Is the con- 

rors, and civci^mjlanticil er- vocation the church ? have 

rors/' they power without aft of 

" The third diftinftion re- parliament? Is the boufe of 

gards the word pojflt ; for it parliament, king, lords, and 

may be taken alfolutely ; for commons, the church ? Does 

that is pofiible, confidered in this honourable body anfvver 

itfelf, which implies no con- the fcriptural definition of a 

'tradiftion : or it may be con- church ? Or do they anAver 

fidered hypothetical!}, for a that definition of a church,, 

which. 



cation of our perfons, &c. ^or when a virtue or a 
vice is in queftion, for then it may not be impro- 
per to define. (4) 



which the eftablimed arti- 
cles give ? A thoufand quef- 
tions would arife on the other 
words, power, decree, hath, 
rites, ceremonies are they 
pagan rites, jewijb rites, po- 
pijh rites, moravian rites, &c, 
&c. &c. So many diftindlions, 
fo many rays of light thrown 
on abftrufe queftions. 

(4) Definition, Nothing 
feems eafier at firft fight than 
definition, yet nothing re- 
quires greater Ikillj. for to 
define a guinea is not to give 
one and twenty {hillings for 
it, yet (if I may fpeak fo) 
we have often been ferved 
thus in definitions. Had we 
alked a philofopher fome 
years ago what matter was? 
He would have anfwered 
from Ariftotle, that it was 
what nvas neither which, nor 
bow great, nor what, nor any 
thing of 'what being was de- 
termined ly. drift, Pbyf. lib. i. 
cap. ult. 

Should, yon inquire of a 
botanift now .a days what 
p.arjley is? He would tell you, 
it is an umbelliferous plant, 
tuhofe leaves are divided into 
fine oblong, narrow 'figments, 
vjhofe feeds are fomewlyat 
crookedly plano-convex, <witfy 
yellow ridgrs, on the convex 
fide, &c. "" All this may be 
pretty, and even pompous in 
books ; but reduce thefe de- 



finitions to the common ufes 
of life, and who I wonder 
would underftand a word you 
faid ? Begging pardon of thefe 
gentlemen, into whofe pro- 
vinces we have wandered, 
may we not naturally fup- 
pofe, that divinity, having 
been in the fame hands, has 
met with the fame treatment ? 
Should we alk Thomas Aqui- 
nas what faith is ? he would 
tell us that attus primus eft 
forma et integritas ra, and 
that allus fecundus ejt operatio, 
and that thefe are either ell- 
citi, orimperati, &c. He is not 
the only one, who has obtain- 
ed the title of Doff or Jngelicns 
for manufacturing fuch ob- 
fcurities as thefe. We have 
many fuch fcholaflick angel* 
Hill. Ajuin. fnm. pars i. 
Qufsft. 48. Art. 5, 

" The rules of a good 
definition (fays Dr. Watts) 
are i . It mult be univerfal, 
or adequate. 2. Proper and 
peculiar to the thing defined, 
and agree to that alone. 3. 
Clear and plain. 4. Short, 
and have no fuperfluous 
words, or tautology. 5. 
Neither the thing defined, 
nor a mere fynonimous 
name mould make any part 
of the definition." Logic, i. 
6, 5. 

A clafs of grave pious men 
rife up in the church, acd 

re- 
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DIVISION. 
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This eitlier regards different fpecies of the genus, 
or different parts of a whole, and it may fometimes 
be ufed profitably. Thus, in fpeaking of God's 
providence in general, you may confider the extent 
of that providence, to which are fubjeft i. Natu- 
ral 



recommend a fpecies of reli- who, had he been a rational 
gion to me, which they call creature, would not have 
myflical Divinity, z/bortway pretended to define a fubjeft 
to the deity, to the top of the which he calls indoclam fa- 
mountain, to the third heaven, pientiam, omai fapientia hu- 
to the darknefs in which Je- man a fuperiorem, by which, 
hovah dwells. I afk them to adds he, mens deum fuum 
define this myflical divinity : '-fine difcurftbus agnofcit, et 
but it is impoffible to get an quafi contreclat, et fine rati- 
anfwer from thefe provoking ocinationibus guftat. It is, 
writers. continues he, Res abftrufa et 

Myftica theologia, fays difficilis, ac prorfus divina, 

one, eft fecretijjima mentis certts finibus circumfcribi ne- 

cum Deo locutio. Dionyf. Car- quit, et diakfticorum regulis 

thuf. fup. Dion. ' Myjl. Tbeot. concludi. Yet theft are the 

A fecond fays* Eft animi men, who pretend to con- 

extivjio in Deum per amoris duft rational creatures ad 

deliderium. , Gerfon de Myft. myfticorum oraculorum luci- 

I'beol. Spec. Con/id. 28. diffimum, indemonftrabile, et 

Again, Eft motio angogica fummum faltigium ; ad iim- 
in Deum per purum et fer- plicia et immutabilia theo- 
vidum amorem. Idem Gtr- logije myfteria, quse in call- 
Jon, ibid. ' gine fplendidijjlma iilentii ape- 

A third afRrms, Eft cce- riuntur! Bones Cardinalis op. 

leftis quad am Dei notitia per via 'compend. ad Deitm, per 

unionem voluntatis Deo ad- tnotus anagoguos, et ignitas 

- haerentis elicita, vel lumine afpirationes. 

coelitus produdta. Joan. a. Moft of the myitick divines 

Jefu Maria. Myjl, Theol. cap.i. diftinguim the myftick life 

A fourth calls it Sapientia into the purgative, which re- 

experimentalis. Balth. Corde- fpefts the fences ; the illu- 

rius Ifag, &c. . minativt, that belongs to the 

I tranfcribe thefe from one reafon; and the unitive, which 

of thefe matter dreamers, belongs to the mind or fpirit, 

the 

\ 
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ral caufes. 2. Contingent. 3. Independent. 4, 
Good and bad. 5. Great and fmall. (5) 

XXVIL 

COMPARE THE DIFFERENT PARTS OF THE TEXT 
TOGETHER. 

This is a very ufeful topick, and it will often 
furnifh very beautiful confiderations, if we know 
how to make a proper ufe of it. For example, 
In this text of S. Paul to the Romans, there is 
therefore now no condemnation to them which are in 
Chrift'JefuS) who walk not after the flejh^ but after 
tbefpirit. You may make a very edifying com- 
parifon between this laft part, who walk not after 
the jjejb, but after the Jpirit^ with the firft part, 
there is no condemnation-, and you may remark, 
that in the one, the apoftle exprefles wjtjat God - 
does in favour of. the faithful, and j$ -the .other 
what the faithful do for the glory ,$F God. /God 
abfolves them -., and they live hdlily, and devote 

them- 

tHe fuperior part of the foul. ' (5) See the whole chapter 

The famous Fenelon's maxims of Divi/ion, vol. i. c. 4. p. 43 . 

of the faints are, it is faid, Sit igitur divifio, rerum 

made up of thefe. A learned plurium in .iingulas partitio, 

profeffor of divinity in a fingularum in partes difcre- . 

toreign univeriity hath tus ordo, et re:la quadara 

proved, that the whole is collatio, prioribus fequentia ; 

derived from the philofophy anneclens ; difppfuio, utilis 

of Plato. " Myfticam the- rerum ac partium in locos 

logiam Platonicai philofo- diilributio. S.ed memineri- 

pnice originem debere, com- 'mus ipfam difpofitionem pie* 

munis et recepta fere hodie rumque militate mutari, nee 

e ft fententia." Euddd. Ana- eandem femper primam quef- 

'/'?. Exerc. Hiftor. Philof. tioncm ex utraque parte trac* 

Ijthag. flatonita. tandam. %/*tf. Inft. Hb t vii, 

cap. I. di difpofiiiow, 

VQL. II. L 1 
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themfelves to good works. God impofes holinefs 
upon us in j unification, and juftification is the 
parent of holinefs,. take away juftification, and 
there cannot poflibly be any good works, take 
away good works and there is no more juftifi- 
cation. (6) 

You 



(6) God impofes holinefs 
upon us in juftification, Mr. 
Claude's words are, la fain- 
tete eft la condition. The 
word condition with us con- 
veys an idea of power to per- 
form, and merit in perform- 
ing : but, it is certain, Mr. 
Claude meant no fuch thing, 
for he afcribes all our falva- 
tion to the grace of God. 
As the wbrd condition is of 
very vague and uncertain 
meaningin the French tongue, 
fometimes put for place, em- 
ployment, office, nature, cir- 
cumftances, &c. un homme de 
condition, is a man of quality 
J'accrpu la condition, \ em- 
brace your offer, &c. &c. 
as the word is fo' equivocal,. 
] have given it what 1 think 
was Mr. Claude's meaning. 
Moil parties among chrillians 
have (if I may be allowed to 
fpeak fo.) their church-iilion:, 
an affociation of terms form- 
ing a peculiar phrafeology 
to themfelves : but as a lite- 
ral tranflation of a clafiical 
author would make bald En- 
glim, and bad fenfe, and we 
iliould quarrel with the writer 
for afferting what he never 
believed, fo in religious con- 
i.roverfissj we ouht ro take 



people's words in their own 
fenfe, not ours, otherwife 
we may jangle about the let- 
ters of the alphabet till we 
are called to judgment. In- 
deed, it is not to be wonder- 
ed at, that pvoteftants have 
fuch a hatred to the word 
merit, and many of them to 
the word condition, which, 
they think, is a flip of the fame 
tree, when it is confideredto 
what a length of blafpherny 
the ignorance of fome in the 
Romifti community have car- 
ried it. Their works deferve 
heaven for themfelves, and 
for their neighbours. If we 
will believe ""them, the very 
devil is afraid of a faint's 
afhes a thoufand years after 
his death, and the virgin ' 
Mary has done more for God 
than God has done for her, 
and for all mankind.. Pl s 
fecit Maria dto, quam ho- 
mini deus f ' Deus quodam- 
modo pins obligetur nobis 
quarn nos fibi. Tu O virgoj 
iolum ceeinilH, quia fe clt 
mini magna qu-i potens eftj 
ego vero cano et dico, q uia 
tu feciiH majora ei qui p* 



tens ell. (Kernardin, fe n!>l l' 
fa-m, 6'. n E.rn. de bitft. 



Uih 



r dc invocat. 
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You may alfo compare this laft part with the 
condition in which the believer is here con fleered ; 
he is in Chrift Jefus^ and remark that thefe two 
things perfectly agree together, becaufe Jeius 
Chrift is the true caufe of our juftification, and 
falsification is the principal effect o our com- 
munion with Jefus Chrift. (7) 

So 



and hence we are advifed by 
Anfelm rather to truft Mary 
than Chrift. Velocior eft non- 
nunquam falus memorato no- 
mine Maria:, quam invocato 
nomine domini Jefu unici 
filii fui. (de excelbntia leatfs 
TO>. cap. 6.) This is horrid.' 
but, after all, do we really 
think, all the members of 
that church affix the fame 



meaning to the word merit 
that we do ! when they fing, 
Q felix culpa, qus taletn ac 
tantum MERUIT habere re- 
demptorem ; do they indeed 
think, Adam's fin deferred to 
be rewarded with the re- 
demption of himfelf and all 
mankind ?' do they not rather 
mean what Dr. Young meant 
when he faid, 



Bold thought! {hall I dare fpeak it ? or reprefs ? 
Should man more execrate, or boajl, the guilt 
Which rous'd fuch vengeance ? 'which fuch love Jnflam'd ? 

Night fhoughts, N. 4. 209. 



See more to this purpofe 
iu archbimop Ufher's works, 
chap. xii. of merits, where 
the good hi/hop proves, that 
neither the ancient fathers, 
nor the ancient members of 
the Romifli church held what 
we call the doctrine of merit, 
though they tifed the word. 
Who does not know that 
words in this age mean what 
they did not in the laft ? 

(7) Juftification. Many of 
our divines have well obferv- 
ed, that on a clear diftin&ion 
between juftification and fane- 
tification depends an accurate 
knowledge of the whole plan 
of redemption. When thefe 



two doctrines are confounded, 
the reft of the fyftem cannot 
be clear. The firftis an act 
of God without us; the laft 
is an operation of his bleffed 
fpirit in us. Thefe two muft 
be diftinguiftied: but they 
may not be divided. When 
they are undiftinguiflied, law 
and gofpel, works and grace, 
the merit of Chrift and the 
efforts of chriftians run toge- 
ther into one mafs of obfcu- 
rity and confufion. "When 
they are divided they pro- 
duce myfticifm orlibertinifm, 
or both. Many very good 
men, however,, ftumble on 
thus all .their days ; but we 
Liz are 
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: %o : again, in this beautiful pafiage in the fecontl 
of Ephefians. God who is rich in mercy, for bis 
great love wherewith he loved us, even when we were 
dead in fms, hath quickened us together with Chriftj 
by grace are ye faved. You may oppofe and -com- 
pare thefe two fubjects in the text, dead in Jin, and 
rich in mercy, as being two extremes, extreme mi- 
fery, and extreme mercy, one in us, and the other 
in God. (8) The greatnefs of our crimes manifeil 

the 

are ready to admit that apo- iftaec inter partes velitatio 

Jogy for them, which Vof- magnam partem vera fuerit 

fius made for Peter Hinkel- ^oyc^a.-^iA." Ger. Job. 

man, and. others of his day, VoJJii'fheJ'. 'fheol. de bon, ope- 

" Quamquam autem iftius ribus. See Denyname Eijhty 

firinse fcriptores fequius de of Deny on Juftification, lib, ii, 

nobis mereantur, minimeta- c. 6. 15,20, &c. 

men par parr damus hofti- (B) Ton may compare the 

jnentum : fed ingenue fate- two parts of the text. This 

mur utut^^pot/o^o;, imo non method of elucidation is ap- 

.jjauca aeTo^ct,plane;|int, quae plicable. to arguments in a 

fk e9fum,lib'ris.C a nifi us > ex difcowfe, as , well, as to 

'Ganifio -item' congisfrit .Bel- claufes in a text. Thus, for 

Jarmirius:' hihiloininus nos example, S. P,aul aflirms, 

p'utareplerbfqueomneseorum Jrfus Cbriji tiath abolijhed 

retius {entire '"quam loqui: death. One of our divines 

jiec tarn oppngnatum ire obferves, " the Jew, Aben 

operam quarti fiduciam in Amram, and the Moham 

bonis operibus collocatum : medan, Achmet Ben Abdal- 

neque tarn eorum neceffita- lah, objeft, it is moft im-l 

tern ad falutem quam falutis pertinent, abfurd and falfe 

merit urn condemnare : neque to' affirm lhat Jefus hathabo- 

tam impugnare individuum liflied death in any fenfe at 

eorum nexum cum fide jufti- all ; for this makes the juf- 

ficante, quam coram juititia: ticeofGod'go on to exaft a 

divinje throno ad aftum juf- debt, when full payment is 

tificationis negare concurfum. pretended to have been made. 

Quae fi ita funt, quamquam In anfwer to this reafoningi 

injuria ecclefias noilras in- 1 (hall fhew two jhings. I. 

ceiTatit, ac in ferrnone peri- That the principles, on which 

c ilofa' admodum y^SffoAn et it Hands, are fuch as the 

ill'audabilr.-jttfltt^puffs/ utan- Jew cannot abide by : but 

tur : .ta'm6n ;vetus .et acerba all the abfurd : opinion^ 

,; - ' -- charged; 



the riches of God's mercy, and the riches of his 
mercy abforb the greatnefs of our crimes. Had 
our iins been lefs, it muft indeed have beeii mercy 
to pardon our fins, but not riches of mercy. If 

God 



charged upon our religion, is a companion of one text 

in this matter, bear full as w\H\ another text, or onefub- 

hard upon, and are equally jeft with another fubjeft. This 

acknowledged in his own. other (xxvii) is a comparifon 

2. That the continuance of of one part of the fame text 

labour, and forrow,. and bo- with another, or one part of 

dily death, notwithftanding a hiftory with another part 

the apoftle's affertion here, of the fame hiftory, and the 

that Jefus Chrijl hath abolijhed utility of this method will 

'death, is moft ihiftly rational appear by the following ex 

and true." Dr. Stanhope's amples. 

fixthferm, at Boyle's lefture. John xvi. 13. When the 

So again, in regard to the fpirit of truth is come, he 'will 

fhrijiian interpretation of guide you into ALL truth. 

prophecies, " If we bring What ! will the holy fpirit atir 

no texts concerning the : Mef- fwer all the queftions, that we 

fiah, which the Jews did not may think proper to afk ? 

allow to concern him nor Will he inform us of the mods 

urge them in anyfenfe which of the divine exiflence, fup-? 

they did not admit then I pbfe? Compare the forego- 

am fure the Jews cannot pro- ing words with the follow- 

fit themfelves of, nor can we ing. He Jhall not fpeak con* 

fairly be accountable for fuch cerning HIMSELF. He mall 

pretended incoherencies. Jt not acquaint you with the 

lies upon the fynagogue to mode of his own existence, 

vindicate itfelf, &c/ J The and fo on. JVbatfoever he 

jame, ferm. 8. Jhall HEAR that /hall he fpeak, 

Striftly fpeaking, this me r he ihall fix your attention on 

thod of arguing may operate the truths of revelation, lie 

the iilence of an opponent: ihall affeft your hearts with 

but it will not produce con- my doctrines, &c. 

viftion in him. Pofitive evi- Thus zperjod may be com- 

dence muft do that. How- pared. God will have ALL 

'ever, it has its ufe. See men to be fayed -Shrift gave 

vol. i. p. 300, &c. vol. ii. himfelf a, ran/am for ALL- 

p. 174, &c. 193, &c, make prayers for ALL men, 

Mr. Claude has made two This paffage ought not to be 

topicks of comparifon) or con- urged in the arminian con- 

fralt. The one (xvi. p, 174.) troverfy; for a part of .this 

f . ' , v period 
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God had been only lightly inclined to mercy he 
might indeed have parcloned fmaller fins, but this 
would never have extended to perfons dead in 
their fins ; this belongs only to extraordinary and 
abounding mercy. (9) 

In 



period fixes the fenfe to ranks, 
or degrees of men. Pray for 
KINGS, and for all that are 
IN AUTHORITY. The 
meaning, then, is, pray for 
all ranks and degrees of men, 
for God will lave fome of 
al) orders Chrift gave him- 
felf a ranfom for perfons of 
?\\ degrees. i Tim. ii. I 6. 

Acts xvi. S. Paul baptized 

Lydia and her houjhold, 15. 

S. Paul entered into the houfe 

of Lydia, and when they had 

feen the brethren, they com- 

forted them, and departed, 

40. S. Paul baptized the 

jailor, and all his, 33. The 

jailor rejoiced, believing in 

God with all his houfe, 34. 

Thefe paffages ought not to 

be brought in proof of infant- 

baptifm ; for a cornparifon of 

one part of the hiftory with 

the other proves that infants 

were incapable of what is 

affirmed of the houfholds, or 

families. 

(9) Here our author's to- 
picks end; and, it is to be 
remembered, they are fubjcft 
to both ufe and abufe, Who- 
ever choofes may confult 
^uiHtiliani in/? it ut tones or at. 
lib. v. c. 10. Cicero de orator e, 
lib, ii. et in topicis. \Arijiotelis 
Rhetor, lib.n. c. 23, 24, &c. 
at prefent we will only add a 



note or two, which the in. 
telligent reader will apply 
himielf. 

" Invcntio argumentorum, 
inventio proprie non eft. In. 
venire enim eft ignota dete- 
gere, non ante cegnita re- 
cipere, aut revocare. Hu- 
juice autem inventionis x ufus 
atque officium non aliud vi- 
detur, quam ex mafia fci- 
entice quas in animo congefta 
et recondita eft, ea qua: ad 
rera, aut quscftionem initi- 
tutam faciunt, dextre depro. 
mere. Nam cui parum aut 
nihil de fubjeclo quod pro- 
ponitur innotuit, ei loci in- 
vendonis non profunt; con- 
tra, cui domi paratum eft, 
quod ad rem adduci poffit, 
is etiam abfque arte, et locis 
inventionis argumenta tan- 
dem (licet non ita expedite, 
et commode) reperiet et pio- 
ducet. Adeo ut hoc genus 
inventionis inventio proprie 
non fit, fed reduftio tantum 
in memoram, five fuggeftio 
cum applicatione. Attamen 
quoniam vocabuluminvaluit, 
et receptum eft, vocetur fane 
inventio, Siquidem etiam 
ferse alicujus venatio, et in- 
ventio, non minus cum ilia 
intra vivariorum fepta inda- 
getur, quairf cum in faltihus 
apertis, did poffit. Miffis 

vero 
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In order to render this chapter more complete, it 
may not be improper to add an example of the 
difcwflidn of a text by way of obfervations. (i) 

Lee 



vero verborum fcrupulis, 
illud conftet, SCOPUM ET 

FINEM HUJUSCE REI, ESSE 



STW; /?% x* 
KCU. TUV tvavnw - 

$tf avT a t . TdSTOV 



KOU, 



DAM,ETEXPEDITUMUSUM 
COGNITIONISNOSTR,E,1>0- 
TIUS qUAM EJUSDEM AM- 

IN- 



j dem 

i nna f cun tuf 



CREMENTUM. 



/> 

/;. v. f . 3. 



/*sv 



TOJ; Xoyoi? 
TO TTfpi TJ vojjiTEjff 
v. ('sszfi o(iy fj.cx.^rtx, 
01 vvv.) a<p wv 
yap vpiv iKya&cc, ff^ov aw 
avruv 78Twv wu *a nam 717- 
O^EV EOToov 



TO, 



e 

in fenfibus 
proferendis, (qua in re hodi- 
erni prje{ - ert j m f cr iptores in- 

faniunt) &c, ^/. ^>^- 
// ///t yj^j. r . 

I beg leave to fubjoin one 
topick more, if I may call k 
fo T mean A HOLY LIFE, 
without which the molt dex- 
terous application of all the 
above rules is of no avail. 

^ an . xt be , be " er Pflfed 
than in a character of a great 
,. . , , r 

divine, drawn by a poet of 



avrix, rctvra., 
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His preaching much, but more his PRACTICE wrought, 

(A living fermon of the truths he taught) 

For this by rules fewre his life he fqiiar''d, 

That all might fee the doctrines which they heard: 

For priefts, he faid, are patterns for the reft, 

The gold of heav'n, who bear the God imprefPd: 

But when the precious coin is kept unclean, 

The fovereign's image is 'no longer feen : 

If they be foul, on whom the people truft, 

Well may the bafer brafs contraft a rufh Dry den. 

\ 

(.1) Example of A'ifc itffion by racier, in which they all 
"way ofobfervatioti. Our au- agree; they all aim to change 
thor derives his obfervations the heart ly informing the 
Jn the following e/Tay from mind. This is what our old 
various topicks before-men- divines call the beft preach- 
but there is one cha- ing, favour/ truth, whole- 

feme 
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Let us take this, i Thef. iv. 7. God hall not called 
its to imcleannefs ; but unto holinefs. He therefore' 
that defpifeth^ defpi/eth not man but God, who hath 
alfo given unto us his holy fyirit. Let this be di- 
vided into two parts ; the firft, St. Paul's doctrine 
touching fanctification, God (faith he) hath not 
called us to unclearine/s^ but unto holhefs : and the 
fecond, the inviolable divinity of this doctrine; 

] he 



fbme matter, fpiritual doc- tual fharpnefs to affefl the* 

trine, found, powerful, heart, and quicken our dull 

fearching preaching; and affections - - He is not a 

great encomiums they juftly wife preacher, who doth not 

bellow, on miniilers, who mind his end, whofe fpeech 

prefer this before the more is fuller of flames of wit than 

gaudy: but lefs ufeful mate-, of favoury wholefome truths, 

rials of glaring Ihowy fer- who rather thinketh to pleafe 

mons, which aim only to the ear than to awaken the 

tickle the ear. One may confcience : he doth not aft 

Ipeak for all. like the mafter of affembliei. 

"A powerful fearching They are the belt preachers, 

miniftry, that bringeth men and moil affeftion'ate to you, 

to a fight and fenfe of their who wound your fouls. The 

fins, /is bell to fit men for work of a minifter is not to 

converfion to God. There gain applaufe to himfelf: 

Is a playing with fcripture but fouls to God. He is the 

in oratorian fiourilhes, and a beft preacher, who maketh 

iound inculcation of it - - - you go away, and fay, not, 

It is faid, Pericles left a fling how well he hath preached! 

in the minds of his hearers, but how ill have I lived !'V 

That is the bell preaching, Dr. Mantotfs I Serm. on Afls 

which. woundeth the heart; ii. 37,38. 
it is mofl for the glory of Dr. Bates in his funeral 

God, and for the good of fermon for this Dr. Manton 

fouls. Speaking pleafing applies a pretty hiftorical 

things to tickle the ear better anecdote from Suetonius to 

becometh the llage than the this fubjeft. " Dr. Manton 

pulpit. It is faid 'fbe words abhorred a vain orientation 

.of the wife are as goads, and .of wit in handling facred 

nails faftened by the mafter of things, fo venerable and: 

affemblift, Ecclef. xii. 1 1 . grave, and of eternal confe- 

Words that have a notable quence. Indeed what is more 

.acumen In them; fome fpij-i- unbecoming a minifler of 

' Chrill. 
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fa therefore that defpifeth^ defyifeth not man but God, 
who hath alfo given, unto us his My fpirit. 

As to the firft, the fenfe of the apoftle's words 
is clear ; for he means to affirm, when God calls 
us to the communion of Jefus Chrift, and to the 
hope of his falvation, he does not leave us at li- 
berty to fin, and to follow our own lufts : but he 
impofes on us a neceffity and obligation to good 
works, and a holy life. Obferve i. It is not only 
here, that S. Paul declares himfelf upon this fub- 
jech it is a doctrine diffufed through all his epiftles. 
In that, which he addrefTes to the Romans, he 
employs whole chapters to eftablifh holinefs and 
perfuade to the practice of good works; .either by 
concluiive reafonmg, or by clear explications, or 
by exhortations and precepts. He does the fame 
every where elfe, and to this he refers all the be- 
nefits of religion, and all our advantages of know- 
ing God and his myfteries. Herein he follows 
that general fpirit, which animated the Evangelifts, 
and firft founders of Chriftianity. Whichever 
way you turn your eyes, you will find in thefe 
divine men only, an ardent defire, arid a perpetual 
defign of aboliihing the empire of fin, and of 

making 

Chrift than to wafte the fpirits laden with fand for the ufe 

of his brain, as a fpider does ofwreftlers. In fuch extre- 

his bowels, to fpin a web mity, to provide only for de- 

nly to catch flies, to get light, that there might be 

vain applaufe by foolifhly fpeftacles on the theatre, 

pleafmg the ignorant? And when the city of Rome was. a. 

what cruelty is it to the fouls fpeftacle of fuch mifery, as 

of men ? It is recorded, as to melt the heart of any but 

an inftance of Nero's favage a^Nero, was moft barbarous 

ternper, that in a general fa- cruelty : but it is cruelty of 

mine, when many were pe- a heavier imputation for a 

"(hing for hunger, he order- minifter to prepare his fer- 

e d a fhip mould come from mons to. pleafe the foolifh 

Egypt, the granary of Italy, curiofity of fancy with flamy 
VOL, II, Mm 
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making piety and holinefs reign in its place. Read 
the EvangeliftSj the Ads of. the Apoftles, the 
Epiftles, in a word all the books of the new-tefta- 
ment, and you will find this the (hming. character 
of them all. - 

Thefe glorious authors have in. this, as in every 
thing elfe, followed the Heps of Jefus Chrift their 
fovereign Lord, who in all his converfation upon 
earth propofed nothing elfe but to infpire thofe, 
whom he honoured with his prefence, with a ha- 
tred of iin, and a love of holinefs. This appears 
in all his actions, and in all his fbrmons, particu- 
larly in that admirable one, which he preached on 
the mount, related by S. Matthew in the fifth, 
fixth, and feventh chapters of his gofpel; there 
you will find thefe admirable words, which regard 
all the faithful, ye are the fait of the ear th^ but if 
the fait have loft his favour wherewith pall it k 
failed ? It is thenceforth good for nothing but to k- 
caft out) and trodden under foot of men. Te are tfo 
light of the 'world. A city that is fet on an hill can- 
not be hid. Neither do men light a candle and put it 
under a bujhel: but en a candleftick, and it givetk 
light unto alb that are in the houfe. Let your light, 
fo Jhine before men^ that they may fee your good works, 
and glorify your father which is in heaven. There 
you will meet with thofe admirable and important 
words, fo worthy of being eternally engraven upon 
your hearts. Except yo%r righteoufnefs Jhall exceed.. 

tfa 

conceits, nay, fuch light va r termlne what conftituted the 

nicies as would fearpe be en r acumen the pungent the 

dured in a fcene, whjle hun- dividing a/under of foul an$ 

gry fouls languilh for want ffmt-rin a fermon, it would 

of folid nogrifliment." be found to lie in 

I believe, were an accu- T^U^H of wh^t was 
rate inquifition made to d?- 
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flat righteoufnefs of the forties and pharifees^ yejhall 
in no cafe enter into the kingdom ef heaven. (2) 

It is evident, that, of all the religions which 
have hitherto been propagated in the world, no 
one was ever comparable to the Chriftian upon the 
fubjedt of piety and holinefs. I grant, all have 
prdfefied to direct men to this : but they have been 
fo far from excelling in it, that fome have con- 
founded all our ideas of vice, by making that pafs . 
for virtue, or at leaft for an indifferent thing, 
which really was an enormous crime. Others 
have been defective in enumerating human virtues. 
Some were content to regulate external actions 
without troubling themfelves about the heart. 
All together were deficient in their motives to' 

good 

(2) Except your righteoufnefs Another fays, " We muft 

exceed that of the pharifees. do more than the pharifees, 

Mat. v. 20. Mr. Claude's and better than they, or we 

application of this paflage to fhall come ftiort of heaven. 

our obedience, not to CMJi's They were partial in the law, 

in our ftead, is perfectly and laid moft Itrefs on the 

agreeable to the whole fcope ritual part of it: but we muft 

of thefe chapters, in which be univerfal, and not think 

no mention is made ofim- it enough to give the prieft 

puted righteoufnefs, nor does his tithe: but muft give God 

this text feem to belong to our hearts. They minded 

that article of our faith. only the eutjide : but we muft 

Thofe commentators, who make confrience of infide god- 
include the righteoufnefs of linefs. They aimed at the 
Chrift, by which we are juf- praife of men: but we muft 
tified, do not exclude inhe- aim at acceptance with Gad'. 
rent holinefs, which is our They were proud of what they 
falsification. Thus one, did in religion: but we, 
" inherent righteoufnefs, or when we have done all, muft 
the fanftification of the fpirit, deny ourfehes, and fay, wt 
J s preferable to any righte- are unprofitable firvants, and 
oufnefs of a natural man ; it truft only to the righteoufnels 
txceeds it in its author na- ofChrift; and thus we may 
ture cffefts and ufeful- go beyond Scribes and Pha- 
*efs." Dr. Gill aa the Place. rifees." Henn oxtbe Pl*ce. 

M m 2 



good works, giving only cold and powerlefs rules, 
without any arguments taken from our true mo. 
tives to hate fin, and. love holinefs. (3) 

In 



(3) No religion is compara- tiam, non timorem. Peraftis 
bh to Chrijlianity on thefubjett itaque facrificiis ' inanibus, 
of holinefs. All our apolo- omnem religioncm in templo, 
gifts plead this in proof of et cum templo, licut invene- 
the divinity of chriflianity* rant relinquunt : nihil qu e 
Ey the way, the word apology, fecum ex ea neque afferunt, 
ufed by the greek and latin neque referunt. Inde eft, 
fathers, fignified in general quod ejufmodi religiones nee 
a difcourfe, a plea, a decla- bonos iacere poffunt, neque 
mation, and they, properly firm a?, ac immittabiles efle, 
enough, called their argu- Traducuntur ab his homines 
ments apologies for chriftia- facile : quia nihil ibi ad vi- 
nity: but with Us apology tarn, nihil ad fapientiara, 
fignifies excufe for fomething nihil ad fidem difcitur. Qua; 
wrong, not 'vindication of eft enim fuperftitio illoriim 
what is right. Apologies deorum ? quse vis ? quae dif- 
for chriftiatiity, therefore, im- ciplina? qua? origo? qus 
ply too much. To return, ratio? quod fundamentum ? 
The holinefs of the gofpel is qua2 fubitantia ? quo tendit? 
one grand argument for the aut quid pollicetur, ut ab ho- 
divinity of it; and what one mine poffit fideliter fervari, 
of the fathers affirmed of it fortiterque defendi ? in qua 
in comparifon with paga- nihil aliud video quam ritum 
nifm may be fairly applied ad folos digitos pertinentem. 
to the fimplicity of the wor- Noilra vero religio eo firma 
Ihip of fome reformed eft, et folida et immutabilis 
churches in comparifon with quia juftitia docet, quiano- 
that of Rome, and other cor- bis cum Temper eft, quia tola 
rupt communities like it. in ammo cokntis eft, quia men- 
" Quomodo enim deus aut tern ipfam pro facrificio 
amabit colentem, fi ipfe non habet. lllic nihil aliud exi- 
ametur ab eo, aut prseftabit giturquam fanguis pecudum, 
precanti quicquid oraverit, et fumus, et inepta libatio; 
cum ad precandum neque ex hie bona mens, hie puruni 
i animo neque obfervanter ac- pectus, innocens vita." lac- 
cedat? ifti autem cum ad fa- tant. Div. Inft. lib.v.v. 20. 
crificandum veniunt, nihil With good" reafon therefore 
intimnm, nihil proprium diis might Tertullian triumph as 
fuis offerunt, non integri- he did that every mechanic^ 

tat-?m mentis, non reveren* among Chriftians knew more 

than 
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In all thefe refpefts chriftianity is admirable. 
There is no vice whatever, which it does not con- 
demn, no virtue, which it does not ordain. It 
not only regulates the exterior, but it goes even 
fo far as to purify the heart, the fource of all our 
actions. It gives us precepts for all the different 
ftates and conditions, in which men can be placed. 
It maintains the force of its precepts by the mod 
amiable examples, that can be conceived. It af- 
fords us in Jefus Chrift himfelf a perfect model, 
and it accompanies all this with an infinite num- 
ber of powerful motives, and prevailing reafons. 
It is, then, in this general fpirit of chriftianity 
that S. Paul writes thefe excellent words, God bath 
not catted us to unckamefs, but unto holinefs. (4) 

2. But, 

than the greateft of the hea- this is the end of all ordi- 

then philofophers. nances, for who is Paul? or 

" Quid enim Thales ille iubat is Jpollos but inftra- 

princeps phyficorum fcifci- ments of this ? how ftrange 

tanti Crasfo de divinitate cer- is it that other things Ihould 

turn renunciavit, commeatus be made the fubftance of the 

deliberandi faepe fruftratus ? gofpel, and this, this for the 

deum quilibet opifex chrifti- fake of which the whole 

anus et invenit, et oftendit, ftands, as a building for its 

fit exinde totum quod a deo inhabitant, this grand article 

quFcritur, re quoque afiignat: of fanflificatiim fhould be 

licet Plato affirmet faftitato- coldly treated, or intirely 

rum univerfitads neque inve- neglected ? It is coldly treat- 

mre facilem, et inve.ntum ed, when minifters after they 

narrari in omnesdifficilem." have -fpent an hour in clear- 

ferial, JpoL c.^.6. ing and proving a contro- 

(4) Holinefs is ibe general verted point, juft for two 

fpirit of chriftianity. Since minutes lightly add, it is 

this is undeniable, fince as needlefs to dwell upon the 

all man's miil-ry conlilb in fruits of this faith, for if the 

the lofs of God's favour, and people be partakers of this 

image; and one great end of grace, it will teach them fo 

redemption is to reftore us deny ungodlinef^ and to live 

to the former, and re-imprefs folcrlj. Did Jefiis Chrift and 

"s with the latter; ajid fince his apoflles do fo? Did the 

prirair 
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2. But, befide all this, I cannot help remark, 
ing, S. Paul does not content himfelf- with pro- 
pofing, in general, that the end of the Chriftian 
religion is to fan&ify men 5 but he makes a par- 
ticular application of it to his ThefTalonians, to 
whom he addrefies his epiftle, God (fays he) hath 
not called us to uncleannefs but to holinefs. As 
he ardently loved that people, he did not content 
himfelf with general inftrucYions concerning maxims 

of 



primitive Chriftians do fo? 
Did they treat holinefs in 
fuch a trite, jejune manner ? 
Certainly not. It is fome- 
times intirely neglefted, by 
placing it in what it does 
not confift. Holinefs is nei- 
ther zeal for forms nor againft 
them ; but it is a conformity 
to the bleffed God. How 
much prefled in primitive 
days let any one judge. 
Thus Clemens Romanus. 
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There would be no end of 
quotations of this kind, all 
proving that (however people 

now- 
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of Chriftianity, he would have them make a holy 
application of thefe to themfelves, and put them 
in practice \ for without this the truths of religion 
may be ufelefs, or, to fpeak more properly, they 
are rather hurtful than profitable ; the Lord fays, 
he that knows his maftefs will and doss it not, Jhall 
k beaten with manyjlrtyes. (5) 

The 



now-ardays confider the doc- The knowledge of thefe, 

trines of grace) this grand and other truths of religion, 

article offanflifcation through we often fay with Mr. Claude, 

the blood of the crofs, and may be ufelefs and pernicious, 

the aids of the holy ghoft, when unaccompanied with 

was the true, genuine Jpirit practice; but, ftriftly fpeak* 

of primitive Chriftianity. ing, libertines, who pretend 

(5) 'Without practice the to this knowledge, pretendi 

truths of religion may be ufelefs to more than they poffefs ; 

- - - or hurtful. There is not for they have viewed the 

one fmgle' do&rine in all truths of religion only on. 

the chriftian fyftem, which one fide; they have not feen 

doth not reduce itfelf to them ia their connexion, 

practice ; and this is the order, and dependence ; their 

glory of the fyftem. The knowledge, therefore, is par- 

do&rine of GOD requires the tiaj and incompetent, and to 

practice of <wwjhipping him. them may be applied the 

The unity of God requires words of the prophet, // is a 

the practice of file worftijp people of no undevjlanding, there- 

of him. The fpirituality of fare he that made them will not 

God requires mentzljpiritual have mercy on them, and be 

worihip. His juftice is an that formed them 'will Jhew 

object off far; -his goodnejs a them no favour. Ifai. xxvii. 

ground of bops; and fo on.. ji. 

The fame may be affirmed It is curious to fee $he va* 

of the doftrine of PROVI- rious fhapes into which di- 

OENCE. The fitperinteadeuce vines have caft the doftrine 

of God requires the affiduity of fpeculation. Pafchal has 

of his fervants. The obfcu- proved, that Leflius, Filiu- 

vity of providence requires tius, Efcobar, and other Je- 

the patience of good men. 'fuits, in their fyftems of mo- 

The equity of the governor ral divinity, allow murder, 

requires the confidence of the and many other crimes to be 

governed: and (o on. lawful in fpeculation, and 

only 
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The apoftle then would ftir up the Thefialo- 
nians to holinefs, and in order to do fo more effec- 
tually he joins himfelf with them, and acknow- 
ledges that himfelf, as well as the people atThef- 
falonica, was under the fame, obligation. God 
(faith he) hath not called us to uncleannefs but to 
holinefs. There is not one perfon in the church 
exempt, it is a common duty, a rule without ex- 
ception, and againft which no privilege can be al- 
ledged, it is not faying, I am an apoftle, or I am 
not , I am a minitter, or I am not ; I am in an 
eminent ftation in the church or in the world, or I 

have 

' nly not fafe in praftice, on or the world, as their cant 
account of political confe- phrafe is. 
quences. In plain Englifh, Among proteflants, fpecii- 
If a man flap your face, you lation runs into various fan- 
ought to punifh the affront tailical forms. In fome corn- 
by killing him, if you can munitics, the belief of fpe- 
avoid hanging for doing fo. culative points, not reducible 
Provincial Letters, I. xiii. See to practice, is a tell of or- 
the fubjecT: at large in Ho/pi- thodoxy. In others it is the 
man. Hifl. Jefzdtica, evidence of intereft in Chrift. 
The calvinift divines con^ In others, again, an effort of 
fider a contemplation of fin- fancy is effential to the piety 
ning as a kind of mental im- of a religious aftion. What 
morality, and name it fpecu- was that cafuift thinking of, 
lati<vs wickednefs. Of this who wrote the prafiice of piety, 
kind, they fay, are impure whenhefaid, " that all corn- 
dreams, and all contempla- municants, at the article of 
tive enjoying pleafures, and - their receiving, mould ima- 
afting over fins in the rnind. gine the pofture of Chrift 
See Dr. Goodwin, vol. iii. upon the crofs ?" To fpe- 
b. vi. c. 4. culate is to meditate to con- 
Monks and myfticks con- template to take a view o 
fider contemplation as the any thing with the mind, 
higheft degree of moral ex- This is an operation of in- 
cellence, and with them a telligence, and God himfeif 
filent fpeculator is a divine exercifes it. There is nei- 
man, while practical chrif- ther virtue nor vice in mere, 
tians, who are the pillars of contemplation. A mental 
fociety, are reputed hereticks approbation of an improper 
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have no diftindion in either , nobody will mind 
me, or take me for an example - s all thefe are vain 
fubterfuges : the law of holinefs is the law of all, 
it obliges the great and the fmall, the young and 1 

the 



may be involuntary, trefs themfelves on account 

then it is an infirmity to be of their weaknefs, and cri- 

pitied; and it may be vo- initiate themfelves alfo for 

luntary, and laid in the the evil of their thoughts i 

inind as .ground of future but they ought to diftinguilh 

aftion in the life, and then, thofe finful thoughts, which, 

undoubtedly, it is to be they approve, from others, 

abhorred j it refembles an which they abhor, and fuch 

iniquitous law of a corrupt weakuefles as are voluntary, 

Jegiflator. from others, which are not 

Speculation with approba- fo ; for the religion or irre- 

tion forms an important ligion of /peculation lies in 

branch of minifterial fcience, that approbation of virtue or 

particularly in two cafes. I, vice, that accompanies it. 

Mental approbation of a vir- 2. Mental approbation of 

tuous adion,, or a virtuous vice, although the fpeculator 

courfe of aftion, although have not power to realize his 

the fpeculator have not power plan, is vice, and argues a 

to reduce his plan to practice, depraved ftate of heart* The 

is virtue, It argues a good emperor Caligula was a mon- 

ftate of mind fanftified by fter of iniquity, and hiito. 

divine grace k To this be- nans juftly impute to him 

long holy refolutions, the the guilt of intentional 

grounds of holy aftions. See crimes* which he never per- 

1'fal. ci. / twill walk in my petrated. He left at his 

houfe ivith nperfefl heart, &c, death a large box filled with, 

i Kings viii. 18. j> was in various poifons, and two lifts 

thine heart to build an houfe-^- of names of perfons doomed 

Thou Jhah not build an houfe to die> the one entitled Gla- 

but thou didft well, that it dius>, the other Pugio. By 

tas in thine heart. See 2 diving into the human hearv 

Cor. viii. 12. Rom. vii. 18. and by developing and ex- 

c. The difcuffion of this po^ng iniquitous plans of 

art icle is neceffary to the aftion, actually impraclica- 

confolatio^ of many pious ble, chriftian preachers detect 

fouls, whofe plans are noble, hypocrites, and difcover the 

though their powers are fee- .exceeding turpitude of fallen 

"' e - Such perfons often dif- men. i John iii. 15. Who- 

VoL.lJk. Nn foewr 
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the old, paftors and flocks, magiflraf.es and people, 
both fexes, every age, every condition $ aft are 
under this law without any diftinftion, for God 
hath not called us to undeannefs, lut to holinefs. (6) 

3. More- 



HATETH bis brother 
is a murderer, Pfal. xiv. i. 
tfhefool halhfaidin bis heart, 
There is no God. John xv. 24. 
, T'bey have hated me, and my 
father. . Rom. viii, 7. The 
carnal mind is enmity agaituft 
God. One of our divines 
fays, " Sin is called by Tome 
Deicide, a flaughtering of 
God; becaufe every fin, be- 
ing enmity againft God, doth 
virtually include in its na- 
ture the deftruction of God." 
Charnock's tnvo Difcourfes 
on enmity againft God. Sueton. 
wif. Ca/ig. c. 49. 

(6) The- law of holinefs is 
the law of all. Thus beau- 
.tifully amplified by Saurin. 
." La loi de la faintete que 
je preche aujourd'hui eft 
pour vous aos maitres et nos 
.ib.uverains. Arbitres de vos 
.propres loix, vous ne voyez 
.aucun mortel fur la terre, 
auquel vous deviez rendre 
compte ,de votre conduite : 
jnais, il y a un Dieu au 
ciel, dont vous etes vous- 
.meme les fujets et les crea- 
tures, et qui veut que vous 
foyez faints. La loi de la 
.faintete eft pour vous, fa- 
crificateurs et Levites de la 
nouvelle alliance. Bien loin 
que le facre caraclere, dont 
vous etes revetus, vous dif- 
penfe d'etre faints, ii vous 



y engage 'd'une maniere 
plus etroite et plus pref. 
fante. Cette Loi eft pour 
vous tous mes chers audi- 
teurs, de quelque ordre, de 
quelque profeffion, de quel. 
que rang, qne vous puiffiez 
etre. Si vous etes la gene- 
ration e/ue, la facrificature 
royals, le peuple acquis, vous 
devez ctre auffi la nation 
faints; asin d'annoncer les 
louanges de celui qui vous a 
appelles des tenebres a fa 
merveilleufe lumiere. Quel- 
que prerogative que Moyfe 
ait eu par deflus nous, nous 
avons le meme ordre a vous 
prefcrire, et la voix du ciel 
nous dit aujourd'hui comme 
a lui : park a toute Faflemblee 
def enfans a*lfrael, et di leur, 
foyez Jaints, carjefuis faint. 
Saurin fer. fur la J'ainMi, 
torn. iv. 

" Honorare, et non imi- 
tan, nihil eft aliud quam 
mendaciter adulari. Chriftus 
pro nobis paflus eft, relin- 
quens nobis exemplum utfe- 
quamur veftigia ejus. Quis 
eft, quem pudeat dicere, im- 
par fum deo? plane impar- 
impar fum Chrifto? etiam 
mortali Chrifto impar. Petras 
hoc erat quod tu. Paul 5 
hoc erat quod tu. apoftoli et 
Prophets hoc erant, quod to. 
Si piget imitari dominum. 
imitate 



g. Moreover, thefe words muft ,be underftood 
in good earned, and without deceit. .Some per- 
haps may fay, " true, God does not call us to un- 
cleatinefs, that is, in calling us, he does not com- 
mand us to fin : but it does not follow, that he has 
abiblutely forbidden it; for there are many things, 
which God does not command : but which alfo he 
does not forbid ; he leaves us at liberty, he per- 
mits many oblique practices, and will not con- 
demn us if we do them. I amderftand, then, fays, 
one, that God indeed has not commanded us to 
be unholy, but he allows us to be fo, , and. will 
not be offended when we fin." This is a criminal 
fubterfuge. The true fenfe of the apoitle's words, 
God has not called us to unckannefs^ is not barely 
that God has not commanded us to fin-, for who. 
imagines he has ? or who can entertain an .opinion 
fo contrary to the ideas, which all men have of 
God ? but the apoftle. means, God hath forbidden 
it, and his adding but unto bolinefs makes .his mean- 
ing plain and indifputable. (7) 

Sin 

imitare confervum. Coro- tain puritan, fays a great 
natur ruflicitas, ncm excu- learned doctor, fcrupled pay- 
fatur vanitas." Ang. ferm. ing his rent, becaufe his land- 
325. torn. v. p. 893. lord could not produce a 
(7) God allows what is not text of fcripture in proof of 
forbidden. Mr. Claude jultly his right to demand it; 'and 
reprobates this dangerous this is the cant of all the non- 
axiom ; fo I call it, for it lies confbrmiils,- they will do' no- 
at the bottom of fome mighty thing but what they have 
fabricks. We have before fcripture for." Why, you. 
pbfervedi that pofitive law rogue of Babylon! you great 
J s effentially neceffary to pofi- mafs of corruption, putrify- 
tive obedience, vol. i. 216. ing in prunella!- have you- 
vol. ii. j 20. Hireling priefts not fworn, that . ". Athana- 
Jaugh ^at this article, and fms's, creed may be proved 
e lies to kee.p themfelves by m oft certain warrants of 
countenance, . " A cer. .holy fcripture }" and do you 

N n ? wonder a : 



Sin and holinefs are incompatible with- God's 
calling, becaufe they are incompatible with com- 
munion with him, and it is in their nature to de- 
prive us of the manifestations of his love. His > 
eyes are too pure to behold iniquity, and it is for this 
reafon that he fays, Be ye hely^ for lam holy. We 
are called to be conformed to the image of his fon, , 
and his fon is righteous, befy, harmlefs^ ttndefikd^ 
feparate- from fmners. We are called to be temples 
of the holy ghofi, where corruption and fin can have 
no authority. 

I acknowledge, fins committed after the faith- 
ful are called do neither cut them off from the 
mercy of God, nor from a right to falvation^ nor 
entirely from a hope of obtaining it : they do 
not feparate them from communion with Jefus 
Chrift their redeemer, nor make them ceafe to be 
temples of the holy ghoft : if this were the cafe, 
the condition of believers would be very miferable. 
Yet, it is certain, fin in general extremely beclouds 
all thefe advantages, and very much diminiflies 
'both their former value, and our future defires 
$fter fuch enjoyments j and the greater and more 



wopder, after this, that we jiecefFary, therefore, to find 

call for chapter and verfe for a moral command for every 

every thing? A man, who branch of moral redtitude. 

an proye that creed by fcrip- Ijut the cafe is widely differ 

ture, may prove any thing rent in regard to pofitive in- 

t,y it. But (erioufly, a dif- ftitutes, The chriftian mode 

tiaclion fhould he made be- of divine worfhip is a courfe 

tween moral and pojitwe in- of action founded on pofitive 

llitutes. Moral obedience is commands, an ; d wholly re- 

founded in the nature of gulated by them; and on 

things, and particular duties tnis ground we rejeft every 

^re en forced by general com- thing in divine worfhip not 

iqiands. fbou Jhalt not fteal commanded. For example* 

forbids all fraud, and enjoins we afic why chriftians cele- 

^1| fprts of equity. It is not brace -Eafter, and keep Lent, 



frequent our backdidings are, the more-will our 
communion with God and Jefus Chrift be inter- 
rupted and difturbed. Moreover, it is certain, the , 
love and tendernefs, which God has for the believer, 
when in a ftate of juftification, exprefleth itfelf in 
a paternal difpleafure, when he falls into fin, and 
hence- come thofc chaftifemcnts and ftrokes of his 
rod, with which he vifits them; and hence alfo 
thole difquieting horrors of confcience, with which 
the faithful are fometimes agitated. 

In brief, it is certain, the paternal love, and 
royal mercy of God 'for a believer fallen into 
fome enormous crime, and thofe remains of com- 
munion, which the backflider yet has with Jefus 
Chrift, only fubfift upon affurance of, the repen- 
tance and return of this rebellious child , fo that ' 
it will always remain true, nothing is more op- 
pofite to the divine vocation than fin, as there 
is nothing more oppofite to the life, and natural 
functions of the body than the ravages of a burn- 
ing malignant fever, which of itfelf tends to death, 

and 

and fafts and feftivals ? The mitting the deftru&ive prin* 
incorporating of thefe rites ciple on which it is grounded* 
into the religion of Jefus Before I can add any cere- 
originated fonjewhere. They mony to a pofitive inftitute, 
are no parts of the moral \ muft necdlarily affirm my 
Jaw they are no where po- right of religious legiflation. 
foively in.ftituted by Jefus ,Novv this principle once ad- 
"Chrift- they are, therefore, rnitted, popery follows, It 
human traditions to us, and is your will, that your infant 
they were human tiffi-nttes to Ihould be chriftened and 
our anceftors, who appointed cro/Ted. It is my will, that 
them. every tenth year you fhall 
The damage done to reli- plough and fovv the whole 
gion by the fign.of the crofs pariih, and I will reap it. It 
in baptifm does not fo much is the will of the bijbop., that 
He in two -ftrokes of a prieft's I fhould pay him a part of 
, ^s in prcvioufly ^4- the plunder. Ic is the will 

.of 
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and which in the iffue will certainly procure it, 
imlefs remedies be applied, or nature itfelf makes 
fome extraordinary efforts. (8) 

4. This confideration leads us to a fourth, which 
condemns the foolifh illufion of the greateft part 
of, mankind, who imagine, they can join together 
uncleanneis and holinejs. On the one hand, they 
" fay, they can indulge their paffions and fenfual 
pleafures, if on the other they do fome good 
works. They even pretend, that with the one 
they compenfate for the other, and that their alms, 
their prayers, their faftings, and fuch exercifes are 
of fo much value before God, that on account of 
them he will take no notice of their fins. 

The 



of a king, that the biftiop farther .than moil modern 

ihould pay him a dividend ; divines, has well obferved 

and it is the will of a pope, *' that affurance of hope is 

that princes ihould grant him founded on experience of the 

a fhare. It is the will and love of God that no man, 

pleafure of us all to call. this by enjoying the holy fpirit 

THE RELIGION OF JESUS as a comforter, can find any 

CHRIST. S. Paul had a ground for being lefs afraid 

quice contrary idea of reli- of finning, or of its confe- 

gion, when he reproved ow'//- quences, than he was before 

ivorjhip. Col. ii. 18 23. that, when S. Paul was in 

(8) Nothing is ?nore oppofite diftrefs, he heard nothing 

lo ibe divine calling than Jin. from Jefus Chrift to relieve 

There is no extravagance, him but thefe words, my 

into which fome theologies grace is fufficient for thee, 

have not run. It has been &c. that, when S. John was 

affirmed, fin does a believer terrified in the ifle of Patmos, 

no harm. It lies on thofe, Jefus Chrift encouraged him, 

who fay fo, to prove their by reminding him of the fame 

afierdon. Sin hurts the body truth, which encourages the 

^-the property the charac- worft of mankind, when they 

ter-r-the comfort the foul firft underftand it, fear not> 

of a good man, as good men / am tbcfa-ft and the laft, &c." 

daily find by wcful experi- This writer, therefore, ought 

"ence. One, who is fuppofed not to be taxed with intro- 

to carry his notions of grace ducing libcrtinifnii Sande- 

mans 



The apoftle {hikes here at this vain and perni- 
cious opinion, when, on the one hand, he fays, 
without reftriction or limitation, God bath not catted 
us to unckannefs, and on the other oppofes fancti- 
fication againft uncleannefs, as two things which 
deftroy each other, and which can never be affo- 
ciated together The one is the ftate from which 
effectual" calling takes us, the other is that to 
which it conducts us j the one is the kingdom of 
darknefs whence the divine voice calls us, the other 
is the kingdom of marvellous light inro which it 
introduces us. (9) 

Nor 



man's Let. on Theron and the Jewifli partial light, or 

rffpafio, let. vi. W. ii. comparative darknefs: from 

Our authors fyllem lies both the divine calling 

between two dangerous ex- brought men into the perfeft 

tremes. They, who affirm, light of the gofpel, a light 

fin does not hurt a believer, truly marvellous ! A Roman 

encourage vice: and they, commentator fuppofes S.Peter 

who affirm, fins committed to take his ideas in this place 

after regeneration exclude from Ifai. Ix. 2. Darknefs 

believers from the benefit of fljall cover the earth : but the 

redemption, drive the finner Lord Jbdl ri/e upon tbee. 

to defpair. Mr. Claude's xliii. 21. 7'bis people have I 

lyftera oppofes a powerful formed for my/c/f, they jhalt 

barrier againft fin by threat- Jhtw forth my praife, Pfal. 

ning a backflider with the xxii. 22. cii. 18. " HocB. 

]ofs of God's comforting pre- Petrus defumpfit a prophetis. 

icnce, the higheft of all pof- Hoc olim per denfas Egyp- 

fible enjoyments ; and he at tiorum tenebras adurnbratutn 

the fame time, by reprefent- fuit: quandoquidemlfraelita: 

ing God -as a merciful father, dariffimo lumine gauderent, 

guards againft defperation, infidelibus in pluiquam cim- 

and provides for the fmner's meriis tenebris degentibus.'* 

return to his JtrJ} love. See An affortment of new tefta- 

Hof. ii. y. ment texts with old teftament 

(9) God bath called you out paflages tends very much to 

of darltne/s into bis marvellous elucidate both. Feuardentiut 

light, i Pet. ii. 9. The pagan in /PC. 
religion was total darknefs, 
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Nor are we to hope for any compenfation oft 
our part towards God. A thoufand good works 
cannot expiate the guilt of the leail fin, and one fin- 
gle fin would be more likely to deftroy a thoufand 
good works, than a thoufand good works would be 
to fufpend the punimment of one fmgle fin. You 
will afk, then, How are the fins^ which we commit 
after calling, to be pardoned? I anfwer, If we 
could fully difcharge our duty-j we. mould commit 
none at all, becaufe every 'fin is contrary to our 
vocation, and all produce bad effects in us : but 
as it is impoffible for us in this Jifet-o attain this 
perfect fanctification, t which God calls us, there 
is only one way of having the fins pardoned, into 
which we fall, and this way is not by pretending 
to compound with God, by placing our fins ori 
this fide, and our duties on that; but only by'aii 
application by a lively faith to the blood of JefuS 
Chrift, and to the mercy of God the father, and 
at the fame time leaving off the conrfe of our fins, 
and by mortifying them in ourfelves by a fmcere 
repentance. Sin, which has two lives, one in God, 
and the other in us, one in the remembrance and 
wrath of God, and the other in the love, which 
we have for it, cannot die in God, (if I may be 
allowed fo to exprefs myielf.) that is, cannot 
be pardoned by his juftice, till rail it dies in usj 
till we renounce that unjuft approbation, which 
we have had for it, and feel a hatred againft it. (i) 

5. More- 

(l) We can make no com- fuljlitutlon. Now what can 

feefalion to God. To com- we fubftitute of equal value 

penfate, ftriclly fpeaking, is in the place of moral re&i- 

to make amends for depriv- tude? External privileges of 

ing a perfon of one right by birth, education, fortune, 

performing fome other. The &c. a zealous profeflion of 

doctrine of compenfation, religion ; a find obfervance 

therefore, is the doftrina of qf religious rites ; juft fpe- 



. Moreover, you may remark here, upon the 
ferm 'called, which ferlpture fo often ufes, and 
which our apoftle employs in this verfe, that a 
Chriltian fociety is not a fortuitous or tumultuous 
aflembly, which hazard or human caprice has 
formed , rior is it a mere human aflembly, which 
the fimple light of reafon, inftinct of nature, of 
the authority of magiftrates has convened : but ic 
is a divine aflembly, gathered by the order and 
authority of the fupreme monarch of all mankind. 
It is an affembly, of which he himfelf is the 
i founder and author \ either as it is formed accord- 
ing to his eternal counfeis, or as he has been 
pleafed to appoint its laws, offices, and rules, or ' 
in fine as he has laid the inviolable foundations 
upon which it is eftablifhed. It is formed by the 
power of his voice, or his word, and by the in- 
fufion of the holy fpirit ; for to thefe principles 
only can the forming of chriftian afifemblies be 
referred. , 

S. Paul admirably exprefles this in his epiitle 
to the Romans, whom he did foreknow (fays he) be 

al/9 

eulative opinions ; good re- the kind, have their value ; 

lolutions; extreme fuffer- but they cannot weigh againft 

ings; all thefe, with what- perfonal holinefs. This made 

ever elic can be imagined of Herbert fay, 

AH Solomon's fea of brafs and world of ftone 

Is not to be cornpar'd with one good groan. Temple. 

In oiy author Y/y'lem, man cation. In the fecond he is 

Jsconfideredin two points of .a fon, and nothing can b& 

hght. In the firft he is a fubftituted in the place of 

^iminal before his 'judge, love and obedience to his fa- 

pardoned, and accepted fur ther. In this latter fenfe 

ke of a compenfation, Mr, Claude reprobates com- 

Chrift in his one per- penfadon. 

as the fmners fubftitute, Sowe pretend to compound 

This is juil'ili- with Go'ci. Compofition dif. 
Go fer : | 
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dlfo did --predeftiMte take conformed to iae image, of 
hisfpn-, and. whom .be did predejlinatc, them he.alfo- 
called ; and whom he called, them he dfo juftified -, 
and whom he juftijied, .them he alfo glorified. This 
is to teach us that this ibciety, in its commence- 
ment, progreis and end is all of God. This truth 
is not only, a very j uft and beautiful notion: but 
it is .more, it is a very weighty, important, and 
neceffary doctrine. (2) 

i.It 



fersfrom compenfation. The the three following to be 

latter puts Jomelbtag elfe in added. I. This is a point 

the place of. moral rectitude: laboured in the holy fcrip-. 

but the former gives only a tures. God is every where 

lefs degree of rectitude ; it made the origin of all reli- 

gives a penny the value of gion. z. This idea agrees 

a pound, makes one good with all the reft of the plan 

work go for two, and ac- of redemption ; the oppofite 

quires by the imperfect, obe- notion is incongruous with 

dience of five years all that it. 3. This has always pro- 

is due to a whole life of un- duced, and mule always con- 

fpotted purity. Thefc, we tinue to produce the nobleft 

P re fume, are two of the moral eflefis. This Hate of 

ways, in which, S. Paul fays, things is true of individuals, 

are deftruSion and mifery. as well as of the church in a 

Rom. iii. 16. Yet thefe are collective body. Each may 

the ways of p,agan darknefs, truly fay, By grace I am. 

for the fake of -walking in what I am. \ Cor, xv. 10, 
which we leave the paths i>f This dodrine is taught in 
uprigbtmfs, Prov. i. 15. 
(2) The, convening o the 



the epiille of James i. 17.111. 
hexameter verfe, Ihe firft 



church by the ciiiibcrity of line is perfect; the next be- 

Gtid is an important doctrine, comes ib by a fmall trunfpo- 

Otir author afligns his rea- iition.- 
fons, and there are, we think, 
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Ei> f ry good gift, and every the primitive church, among 

ift 5 * 
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i. 'It obliges us to acknowledge that all we are, 
and .all we have, is of God, we hold all of him, 
and owe him an entire devotednefs. 

2. it condemns that abfoliite and fupreme do- 
,rninion v which men would exercile over the church. 
Were our calling into this affembly natural and 
human, I would confent with all my heart that 
men fhould have the authority, and eftablim an. 
empire as abfolute as they could : but as the church 
is a divine fociety, which God only has convened, 
none but himfelf can have a right to the fupreme 
Government of it. This made S. Paul himfelf, as 
great an apoftle as he was, proteft he had no domi- 
nion over the faith (3) of Chriftlans. He could 
not bear to have it faid by one, / am of Paul ; and 

by 

that thefe are two of the this kingdom. Epifcopalians 

lines, which were then fung always pretend, that we dif- 

in the church, and which, fent for trifles, and do fo 

being quoted by S. James, through petulance, caprice, 

are preserved to this day, a faction, obftinacy, and what 

monument of what truths the not: but, when THE CHIEF 

brethren taught one another SHEPHERD (hall appear, and 

in pfalms, and hymns, and judge between cattle and cattle, 

foritual Jongs, Col.iii. 16. thefe fliepherds of Ifrael (hall 

(3) S. Paul protefted, be know, that we diilented, be- 

had no dominion over faith' caufe <witb fores and with 

2 Cor. i. 24. Ovh ~i7riv, cruelty they RULED us. 

('//.&!', <UAtf, rtH ntSTEflS, Seemeth it a fmali thing to 

inquit Chryfoftomus in locum, them to have eaten up the good 

Dominion over faith is the pafture : but they m'uji tread 

inoii: abfurd and impious down the re/due nvith their 

claim, that was ever fet up feet ; and to have drunk of 

by bad men: abfurd, be- the deep waters: but they mufl 

caufe it ca.n never be ob- foul the refidue. with their 

tained ; an'd impious, be- feet? God hath jet up ONE 

caufe it fubverts that very foepherd over us ; he -is our 

principle, .on which all relir G&d, and Chrift the prince 

gion is founded. This is the among us. See Ezek xxxiv. 

tme reafon of our diflent 17-^24 1-82324, 
from the epifcopal church iq 

O O 2 



by -Another, I ef Cephas \ and by a third, I f 
jipollos. S. Peter in like manner fpeaking to 
the paftors or .ciders, and injoining them to feed 
the flock of Jefus Chrift, abfolutely forbids their 
pretenfions to mafterftiip, ml (fays he) as being 

lords over God's heritage. (4) ' ' ' 

' ' 3- This 

(4.) Chris, i.e. gregibus. conformity to the ftyleofthe 

Olim popiilus Ifraeliticus di- tranfa&ion, the Levites were 

cebatur /tA;ip>', five patrimo- called God's lot, inheritance, 

nium, ethsereditasdei; nunc , or clergy. This ft) le, how- 

populus chriftianus, et .coetus evtr, is not always ufed by 

fideiium ex juda^is, et gehti- the old teftament writers, 

bus conflatus. 'Sometimes they call 'all. the 

KANilN $e ezMjcriixrwos n iiation God's jot. ^iro/; is 

i\ <ju,u.(poivi<x, vo//s, '? /<?/ o/" Jehonjal) 's inberi- 

TH Kara Tv ^^- Dent, xxxii. 9. David 

xoahdo- ^ ed -^ Yi ^A GS/J inberitam. 

.' ^f/w. PfaL 'Ixxviii. 71 xxviii. 9 ; 

. . 6. &c - ' riie new teftament^ 

Net hrJin* it over God's w ters adopt this ftyle, and 
heritage, God's f ^. Popifli a PP ! y Jt to the ^'^^ chrlf - 
comrnentators, and their ful- tian church. S. Peter fays, 
lowers, who plead for prieftly J e > believers, are a cbofen & 
dominion over' confcieoce, wratha, a -royal prieftbwd. 
are miferably perplexed with " 9- And here again lie 
this paflage. Here the pea- calls tlie whole church Gods, 
fie are called clergy, and teritage. . It is the church as 
their minifiers are forlndden diftmguiflied from the worU, 
to play Jupiter among them. and not one P ait of the 
In the papal fyftern, tiupriefts Church as diftinguilhed from 
are clergy, and they are com- Bother part. By what ftrange 
manded to rule the people. arc then do P r 'e ft s call them- 
When Jofli'iia divided ihe ' felve f f %7' and fome of. 
holy land by lot amonp- the tilem *be clergy, and deno- 
Ifraelites, it pleafed God to niinat ? ^ers laity (from 
provide for a thirteenth part AW the people) or by what 
'of them, called Levites, by artlfice d P they aflame de- 
signing them a perfonal minion over -their brethren, 
eta equivalent to that pro- cal1 themfelves 'lerds, and 
vifion made by real eftate, P^tend to conciliate the 
which was allotted' to each who!e w "h a paifnge of hoi/ 
f the other twelve parts. In vmt > wh ch exprefsly forbifls 
' '---- ' 
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3, This confideration is alfo a motive to holl- 
nefs; for as it is God himfelf who has called us, 
as he has honoured us by making us a part of the 
rnyftical body of his fon, as we live under his 
divine laws, and under his infpeftion, what purity 
ought to prevail in all our cpndud ! 
"' : ; : ' . 4- This 

both the dominion, and the pertain to theirfoul?s health." 

diflin&ion ? Among the mul- Is it not pleafant to hear thefe 

titudeofabfurdities exhibited flaves talk of ruling? 3. 

by divines, who have written <Thefe very men, who hold 

concerning the clergy, by the main article of popery, 

which they always mean them- pretend to write Confutations 

felves, there are three, that of popery. Thus did Dr, 

challenge a particular atten- Bennet: but let any man 

ition. J.They pretend a divine read the fameDoftor's dreams 

right, and yet God knows, in his ejjay on the 39 articles* 

and the whole world know, and judge whether papifts 

hillorians have developed the have any thing to fear from 

whole iubjeft, and have put fuch divines as he. The 

it in the power of a child to church of Rome is the only 

prove to a demonftration, confident church on thefe ar- 

that at beft they are only of tides. Clerical authority 

human appointment. 2, The there pleads for itfelf with a 

powers, .that create them, good grace: but we, we who 

create them on condition of allow ourfelves valid clergy- 

their renouncing all autho- men only on account of 3. 

my in matters of faith ; and commiffion derived from a 

oblige them actually to &i- prince, what have we to 

pulate, |hat they will believe do to dethrone the pope, to 

all the creed of their creators, boaft of ruling, and to talk 

great grandfathers, and no of divine appointment ! For- 

other; and yet thefe very merly, fome divines were 

men pretend to authority, fo raih as to fport with ma- 

Thus #oo/w, " We hold that jefty, and to enquire Whe- 

God's clergy are a ftate which ther the king or queen of 

hath been, and will be as Great Britain, the head of 

long as there is a church the church for the time, 

upon earth, necellary by the were clergyman' or layman? 

plain word of God himfelf; Modern divines omit this 

& ftate whereunto the reft of dangerous queftion, and we 

God's people muft befufy'eff, commend their prudence. If 

^touching things that ap. Q^ Ann were a lay man, and 

'" ' '" ' " " ' '' 
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4- This doctrine of our divine calling furnifhes 
us with abundant matter of corifolation in our af- 
fiiftions, and affurance in our dangers. I fay confo- 
iation in our afflictions, fince we can never iuffer any 
thing diftreiling enough to make us forget the ho- 
nour of o'nr calling, nor can any of our afflictions 
' eompare with the glory, which is prepared for us, 
I lay alto affurance in all our dangers ; for, fince it 
is God himfelf, who has called us, he himfelf will 
alfo fupport us. When he made the world of 
nature he joined, the title of preferver to that of 
creator, and he does the fame in grace ; for this 
reafon the apoftle fays, God is faithful, who bath 
sailed you to the fellowfhip of his~fon; you fee, the 
apoftle infers our protection from our calling; 
and in that beautiful chain of our falvation, which 
we have already alkdged, he joins calling in an 
indiffoluble bond with .justification, and glorifica- 
tion, whom he called^ them be justified, and whom he 
jujtifed, them be alfo glorified. (5) 

6. Saint 



elefted bifhops and court- crate . the Lor/s /upper. 
chaplains, how dare Dr. Wherein alfo the pretehded 
Berinet publiili a book en- divine right of the LAITY 
titled, " the rights of the to elscl, either the per Jons to 
clergy Jhswing that God be ordained, or their own par- 
kas given, and appropriated ticular paftors, is examind 
to the clergy, authority to or- and DISPROVED?" If her 
dain, baptize, preach, pnf.de majefty were a clergyman, 
in church prayers, and conje- might fhepreach, baptize,&C, 

Sed taceam, optimum eft, plus fcire fatius efi, 
Quam loqui fervum hominem, ea fapiemia eft, 

Plant, in EpU'. 

(?) Whom be jit/lifted them All our divines allow, that 
be glorified. M : agni6centif- the epiftle to the Romans is 
fima conclufio totius fuperi- a regular fyftem of chriftian 
oris de juftifieatione gramica theology. It is natural therer 
difputationis. ' Eexq in Ram. fore, to expeft fome account 
viii, 31. of predeitiaation. S. Paul 
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6. Saint Paul,, placing before our eyes the na- 
ture of chriftian calling, tacitly remarks the diffe- 
rence between the works of God, and thofe of the 
devil. Almofl in every thing' the devil prefumes 
to imitate God : but he imitates him in a contrary 
fenfe. Has God his myftery, a myftery of godlinefs? 
the devil has his, a myftery of iniquity. Does God' 
cad his feed into the field ? the devil will not fail 
to fovv his : but God fows good wheat, Satan tares. 
God fpoke to our firft parents in paradife, and 
Satan alfo would fpeak to them : but God (poke 
to make them happy, Satan to render them mife- 
rable. To come nearer to our fubject, God has 
formed his fociety, he has convoked and afibciated 
men in one body : the devil aifo has collected 
one, he has his voice and calling, his fpirit and 
power, his laws and empire even as God has his : 
but with this difference, God calls us not to undean- 
mfs, but to holinefs \ the devil calls us -not to holinefs^ 
kit to uncleannefs ; the one conducts men from dark- 

nefs 

actually introduces the word, rian explication," We plead 

and treats of the fubjed, and the fcope of the place againft 

this verfe feems to be, what fuch conclufions asaredmva 

Beza calls it, the conclufton from grammaticifms. No- 

of his dodrinc of juftifica- thing is more frequent 

tion, and the introduction to among verbal criticks than 

that of predeftinatioh. Ar- affirming this place may 

roinian divines get rid of this mean fo and fo this word, 

article by curious criticifms may be. taken in this or that 

on fingle terms, and by pre- fenfe this phrafe is vague, 

tended elucidations, which and has feveral meanings 

feem not to have fallen under and fo on : but in arjjumen- 

L 

the apoftle's notice, . Some tation it is not fufficient to 

have faid, " S. Paul puts affirm, the word w^'beun- 

thefe verbs in aori/o, and an derftood thus, it mull be 

aorift, fny they, is fometimes proved, that it muft be un- 

put for a future, and thus a derftood thus, and cannot, 

genuine coniiruction of the confidently with the fcope of 

words refutes the predefiina- the writer, mean othenvife. 

Thus 



hefs to light, from fin to holinefs, from filthirfeft 
to purity : the other precipitates them from light 
to darknefs^ and from innocence to corruption, 
and fin. (6) 

7. Before 



Thus an excellent critick. apoftles of Chrift. -*-l fear, left 

'Nihil frequendus - - quatn by any means, as the ferpent 

allatis argu mentis ita refpon- beguiled Eve, through hisfub- 

dere : poteft hie locus ita ac- tilty, Jo your minds Jhould be 

eipi'y poteft h<$c vox aliter in* corrupted from the Jtmplicity 

telligi ; at hoc pro probatione that is in Chrift. 2 Cor. xi. 

tropi nequaqiiam fufficit. 14,15,13,3. 
Demonflrandum enim exipfa The apoitle alfo makes the 

textus evlderitia, non folum co'ntraft. Godj'whocommandcd 

foje aliter intelligi: fed e't the light.to jhine out of dark- 

non deber.e aliter intelligi, &c. nefs, hath Jhincd in our heart s, 

Glajfii Pkilol. Sac. L. ii. p. I. to gi<ve the light of the k,nonv~ 

*Traft. 2. Sett. I. Can. iv. ledge of the glory of God, in 

(6) Satan imitates God. the face of Jejiis Chrift 'The, 
This idea is common, and God of this 'world hath blinde'd 
feems to be well-grounded, the minds of them 'which be- 
S. Paul's words are well lieve not, left the light of the 

knowa. Satan himfelf is glorious go/pel of Chrift Jhould 

transformed into . an angel of jfhine unto them. 2 Cor. iv f 

light His minifters alfo are 6, 4. , 
transformed as 'the minifters 

of right eoufnefs Falfe apoftles - To this we afcribe, 
transform themfelves into the I, Hypocrijy. 

Satan - - - - was the firft 

That pra&is'd falfhood under faintly fhbw, 

Deep malice to conceal, couch'd with revenge. 

'Milton Par. Loft. B. iv, 1 2, 



For neither man nor angel can difcern 

JJypocrify, the only ill that walks 

Invijible, except to God alone, 

By his permiffive will through heav'n and earth ; 

And oft though wifdom wake, fufpicion fleeps 

At wifdom's gate, and to fimplicity 

Refigns her charge, while wifdora thinks no ill, 

Where no ill feems, B. iii. /. 683, 



7. Before 1 c|uit this part I cannot deny myfelf 
the liberty of giving a mod certain rule for diftin- 
guiftiing the falfe religion from the true. I will 
not fay, falfe religions are thofe, which openly fol- 
licit to "fin; for what religion can you find in the 
world, which does not profefs to forbid vice, and 
command virtue ? but I affirm, fince all falfe re- 
ligions are the productions of the devil, and fince 
his great and ardent defign is to preferve and pro- 
pagate fin amongft men, it is impoffible, there 
fhould be a falfe religion in the world, which does 
not by covert and indirect ways labour to ruin 
true holinefsi and to continue men in fin. Were 
it otherwife, it would.be certain, the devil had 
forgot the art, which he has practifed from the 
beginning of the world. 

Allow me to {hew you this peaceably without 
offending any of you-. Confider, I befeech you, 
that religion^ which under the fair pretence of 
mortifications, fafts, penitential habits, and other 
fuch aufterities, fills the minds of men with pride 
and prefumption under pretence of merit, meta- 

mor- 

. The various religions deacons in imitation of the 

in the pagan world. There feventy difciples, &c. The 

were temples^-oracles fa- whole of popery is a devaliih 

crifices priefts -^-prophecies imitation of a godlike ceco- 

miracles, &c. nomy : but the former tends 

3. The feveral corruptions all to mifchief and mifery, 

f .revealed religion. The while the latter is productive 

true^ chriftian church has of nothing but holinefs and 

Chrift for its head fcripture felicity. Rome calls to fla- 

its law -minifters for o.f- very; God to liberty Rome 

&c. The papal to bigotry ; Go,i to benevo- 

has a pope for its lencc Rome to fuperftition; 

head traditions, for laws God to rational piety the 

priefts for officers twelve one to uncleannefs j the other 

cardinal prieJls. in imitation to botineff. 
Hwelve apoftlescardinal 

VOL. II. , Pp (7)c- 



morphofmg men into proud Pharifees, and teach- 
ing each to fay, / faft twice a week, 1 give tithes 
cf all I po/efs, I am not as other men. not as that 
publican. (7) 

Confider that religion, which under the admi- 
rable vail of good works, and acts- of devotion, 
makes the greateft part of piety confift in actions 
altogether fuperftitious, vain, and ridiculous : com- 
mitting the two evils, with which God formerly re- 
proached the Jews, forfaking the fountain of living 
waters, and hewing out to themfelves broken ciflens^ 
which can hold none. Is not the religion we fpeak 
of guilty of this ? almoft all its devotion (lands 
- in the choice of foods, in the celebration of feafts, 
in pilgrimages, in touching and venerating relicks, 

in 



(7) Confider that religion, ders are novices to Popes; 

which cbtrijbes pride. Mr. the latter have claimed more 

Claude means popery, a reli- fubjects, a larger revenue, 

gion (if it be not profane to and a greater extent of jurif- 

eall fuch a farrago religion) diction than the former ever 

calculated to gratify the moil thought of. Our laborious 

boundlefs ambition. The hiftorian, John Fox, clofeth 

power and pomp, and riches the firft volume of his afts 

of the prielthood: the mag- and monuments with what, 

nificence of temples, ftatues, he calls the image-ofantickrifl 

pictures, veftments, procef- exalting H VMS ELF in the tern- 

lions, and inftallations ; the pie of God, that is, a narra- 

veneration paid to dreumers, don of the powers claimed 

vifionaries, and enthufiafts ; by the pope extracted out of 

the doctrines of fupremacy, pontifical decrees, extrava- 

infallibility, fupererogation, gants, &c, It is a very curi- 

and merit; the fplendid ce- ous compofition : but too 

remonies and duties of po- long to infert here. It con- 

pery, all are calculated to eludes, " the whole world is 

iatiate human ambition; and my diocefe and Jt 

accordingly this church hath ftandeth upon neceffity of 

produced the proudeft mor- falvatiori for every human 

tals, that ever the fun be. creature to be fubjeft to MS? 
held, Carfars and Alexan- 
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in telling beads, in vifiting tombs, and in other 
things of the fame kmd, (8) 

Confider that religion,, which under pretence of 
humility and godly fear forbids men ever to be af- 
fured of their falvation, and commands them to 
remain always ignorant or uncertain of participa- 
ting the favour of God when they die. Is not 
this entirely to reverfe fanctification, and to deftroy 
its true principle ? for the principle of true holi- 
nefs, or, to fpeak more properly, the eJTence and 
foul of holinefs, what is it ? is it not that filial love, 
which we have for God ? but how can that love 
fubfift with a perpetual uncertainty? how ftand 
with perpetual doubts whether God be a friend or 
an enemy, whether he refolve to fave or to de- 
ftroy us ? and with thefe cruel perplexities, which 
accompany this uncertainty, whatever good I do, 
whatever righteoufnefs I am enabled to do, how- 
ever abundant the meafures of grace, which God 
communicates to me, I cannot aflltre myfelf either 
of my election or perfeverance, and muft believe* 
perhaps God has rejected me, and will eternally 
deftroy me. I mult fuppofe that, notwithftand- 
ing all the grace, which he has hitherto beftowed 
upon me, notwithftanding the remifiion of my fins 
which he has granted me, notwithftanding his 
bringing me into communion with Jefus Chrift, 
notwithitanding his giving me his holy fpirit, yet 

all 

(3) Confider thqt religion, thaj we know not what the 

vdnch places piety tit fuperfti- church places it in. What 

twn. It is fomewhat remark- a body of divinity ! The 

able, that, in th.e index to POPE (Pontifex) indeed is 

the beft edition of the coun- there, and above forty refe^ 

cil of Trent, the allowed au- rences under it. So very in- 

thentick fyftem of modern tent is ptpal zeal on efta- 

jPPpery, we do not once meet blilhing popery, that it for? 

wuK the word PIETY, fo gets even to mention piety ! 

P p 2 : 



all this does not hinder that he may hate me in 
his heart, and perhaps may have hated me eter- 
nally. Tell me, pray, is this to reprefent God as 
an amiable being? is not this overturning holinefs 
inftead of eftablifoing it ? (9) ' 

Let us pafs now to the fecond part of our textj 
irconfifts in the afiurance, which the apoftle gives 
that the do&rine he propoies is inviolable, and 
entirely divine. He the-refor-e (adds \\):that dei 
fpifethy defpifeth not man, but God, who hath alfo. 

J J * */i J ' ' ' J 

.given unto us his holy fyirit. 

Yon muft obferve, firft, that we muft no 
think, that by this rejection of the dodrine, the 
apoftle means limply fuch an open and declared 
rejection as infidels make, fuch an one as Jews anc| 
Pagans make, who openly blafpheme the gofpel. 
It is not likely S. Paul addreffed himfelf here tQ 

people, 

(9) 'Conjider that' religion, under prfitence of humility 

nvhic/y, forbids affiifance, un- too : but their fojly {hpuld 

der pretence of humility. We not be charged on the con-. 

Jbave mentioned this fubj'eft ititution of things among us, 

before. See vol. i. 258, 259. Papifts have uncertain 

The church of Rome, by in-r grounds of a&ing and be- 

culcating the doftrine of hu- lieving, as traditions, eccie- 

inan merit, dcftroy-s aiTur fiaftical archives, papal in- 

rance, as many of our old fallibility, and fo on: but 

divines have fully Ihevvn. proteftants lay the fure word 

The pretence of humility of Go.d, as ground of faith, 

dcfe'-ves to be exploded ; for Papifts are required to yield 

the finert notion we can for,m implicit faith in the unex- 

of one chriftian grace is to amined opinions of others: 

confider it as in perfeft har- but proteftants a,re required 

mony with all other chriftian to fee with their own 'eyes, 

graces. True faith is always to believe on their own evi- 

humble; and genuine hum'i- dence. The parallel might 

lity is in perfeft harmony be run a great way : butthefe 

with faith. Half the religion hints are fufficient to Ihew 

pf fome good people among which community conftituti- 

proteftants confifts of doubt- onally produces faith, an4 

lag and complaining, and which generates fear. 
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people, who did not at all acknowledge chrifti* 
anity.-, he fpeaks to chriftiaris, who were called 
already to the profeffion of chriftianity in the 
church, and who externally embraced the religion 
of Jefus Chrift. - It is lefs likely ftill, that, among 
the profeflbrs of chriftianity, there mould be any 
found in the apoftles times, who boldly and 
openly denied the neceflity of fanftification and 
good works. There were indeed afterward cer- 
tain hereticks called Gnoftics to whom they im* 
pute horrible maxims upon this fubjecl ; but, be- 
fides that it is very doubtful whether thefe people 
held alj the maxims charged upon them, befides 
this, I fay, I do not think the feel was fprung up 
when S. Paul wrote this epiftle to the ThefTalo- 
nians, or if it were in. embryo, it was not yet 
formed completely, rjqr publickly known, (i) 

I am 



(i) Gnojllcs. Other here- againft it, the whole defign 

Ties in the primitive church of that apoltle being to fhevv 

had their names from their the ufeleffnefs of believ- 

authors, as Marcicnites, ing even truth itfelf, without 

Carpocratians, Valentinians, a correfponding conduct 

&c. but GnoJl'ic feems to be Hence Laftantius fays, 

common to them all, and if " Omnis fapientia hominis 

we .may judge by the word, in hoc uno eft ut Deum cog-? 

a Gnoftic was one who placed nofca{, ET POLAT. Hoc 

his religion in fpeculation nollrum dogma hscg fentenr 

only ; a man might there- tia eft. Quanta itaque voce 

fore be a Gnoftic not only by poffum teftificor, proclamo,' 

believing errors, but even by denuncio, &C.'' Lai. di<v. 

miftaking the end of evan- ?'/?. lib. iii. cap. 30. 

gelical truths, which are re- // h doubtful, whether tb$ 

vealed not barely to gratify G.noftics were known in S. 

fpeculation, but to diredl Paul's lime. Mr. Claude 

praftice. I.fuppofe it is dif- follows Clement of A lexan- 

ncult to fay at what time dria, who affirms, that the 

this fpirit firft wrought in the Gnoflic fed firft rofe under 

churches, but it is certain, the emperor Adrian. It 

the epjftle of James is directed Jhoukl feera frqn\ \ Joh.uii, 

' -' * ' ' ' 



I am therefore perfuaded, S. Paul fpeaks her$ of 
another v kind of contempt, be that dcfpifetk is he, 
whb praftically defpifeth, who profeuing to be a, 
chriftian yet remains immerfed in fin, and not in 
any way devoting himfelf to holinefs. The apok 
tie fpeaks againft fuch defpifers as thefe, and of 
thefe he fays, they defpife not m&n- but God. (2) 

There 



jS.i Tim. vi. 20.r-Col. 
xi. 8.- that the Gnoftic 
Jjerefy did fpring up in the 
days of the apoitles : but, it 
is certain, it was not very 
confpicuous till Adrian's 
time. 

It is doubtful whether the 
Gnojlics held all the doElrtnes 
ttfually imputed to them. This 
amiable fpirit of equity de- 
ferves to be imitated, efpe- 
cially in an inveftigation of 
primitive errors. No part of 
church hiftory needs more 
elucidation. All, who dif- 
puted with the prevailing 
party, and diffenced from 
them, were reputed here- 
ticks ; and their tale was told 
by their opponents. We 
know by experience how do- 
mineering parties tell the 
tales of the oppre.Ted. Few 
take pains to underftand pre- 
tended hereticks, and fewer 
ftill have the courage to do 
{hem juftice. It is almoft im- 
poffible to believe, that thefe 
people held fuch notions of 
the firft caufe the holy fcrip- 
tures Jefus Chrifx r-and 
morality as are imputed to 
them. 

Prifcillian, billiop qf 



Abila, is faid to have, re; 
vived the old Gnoftic 
do&rine in Spain in the 
fourth century, Ithacius, 
bimop of Sofluba, procured 
firft from the emperor Gra- 
tian his banimment, and af- 
terward from the emperor 
Maximus his death. This 
Ithacius was the firft perfon 
who introduced civil perfe- 
cution into the church. Sul- 
picius Severus gives the 
bloody wretch this character. 
" He was a man abandoned 
to the moft corrupt indo- 
lence, and without the leaft 
tinfture of true piety. He 
was audacious, talkative, 
impudent, luxurious, and a 
Have to his belly. He ac- 
cufed as hereticks, and as 
proteftors of Prifcillian, all 
thofe, whofe lives were conr 
fecrated to the purfuit of 
piety and knowledge, o.r dif? 
tinguHhec} by adls of rrjortifi? 
cation and abftinence." What 
credit is due to what fuch 
men fay of herefy and here- 
ticks ! See Mojhgim> cent. iv> 
p. z. note. 

(2) Defpifeth God. Sin is 
a practical contempt of God. 
They resiled, againft, the 

\yprds 
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There is a great deal of reafqn to think, the 
apoftle fpeaks of fuch, for, it is certain, thefe are 
the moil cruel enemies of religion, and the moft 
odious kind of men, that can be imagined in a 
church. They are odious, for to all the othet 
vices, with which they are infected, they join hy- 
pocrify, they have the voice of Jacob and the 
hands of Efau , tainted fepulcbres, under fair out- 
fides concealing rottenneis and putrefaction. They, 
who are openly profane, are not, however, fuch 
deceivers as thefe, they do not deceive us, they 
impofe upon nobody : but thefe are impoftors, (3) 

who 



words of God, and contemned with it, lowering its value 
the counfel of the moft high, by mixing it with pagan phi- 
Pfal. cvii. n. Wherefore lofophy, or Jewifh traditions, 
doth the wicked contemn God? ir. 2. We have reaouncetl 
Pfal. x. 13. Hence the ex- the hidden things of dijhonejly, 
hortation of S. Paul, Defyifc not walking in craftinefs, nor 
not prophefyings> \ Theff. v. handling the word of God de- 
20. Our Lord explains and ceitfully. Wefpeak'as of Jln- 
reproves this difpofition. cerity, as of God, &c. Since- 
Mat, xxii. 5. A certain king rity, or purity is twofold, 
fent his fervants - - - to fay firft in the dofirine delivered, 
- - come unto the mar- called thefincere, that is the 
riage - - - but they made pure milk of the word, urt- 
lighf of it, and went their mixed with human conjee-* 
ways, one to his farm, ano- tures and traditions, i Pet. 
ther to his merchandize, "The. ii. 2. Secondly, in the 
feat of fcortiers, fays Dr. preacher, whofe intentions 
Manton, is the higheft de- are pure. and his adUons up- 
greeoffm." Pfal. i. I. right. In both thefe the 

(3) Impoftors. Such were, falfe apoftles of old were de- 
Jn the primitive church, the fedtive; and modern hypo- 
falfe apoftles, whom S. Paul crites exaftly refemble them, 
treats with fo much jull ab- Salvian contrafts thefe pret- 
horrence. 2 Cor. ii. 17. We tily, " Non poteft dici de 
are not as many who corrupt gentibus, evangelia legunt, 
the word of God, xaTHASuoi'- et impudici funt apoftolos 
T?, manufafturing the word audiunt, et inebriantur 
& God, dealing deceitfully Chriftum fequuntur et rapi- 

unt 
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hide the horror of their crimes under' a fair' 
exterior; falfe prophets, who fay Lord, Lord, and 
who yet remain workers of iniquity, and what in 
the world can be fo odious as this ? Thefe are the 
moft cruel enemies of the church and of religion,} 
thefe do us a hundred times more harm than the 
moft open, declared, perfecuting enemies can do* 
however proud and vindictive the latter may be. 

Declared enemies calumniate religion * but they 
are not believedj and religion fufficiently defends 

itfelf 



unt^-vitam improbam agunt, 
et probam legem fe habere 
dicunt." &c, &c. Lib. iv. 

Whited Stpulcbfes. Mat. 
xxiii. 27. Our Lord alludes 
to the popular cuftom of co- 
vering common graves with 
lime or chalk, or with a 
whited board, rail, or ftone, 
which was done annually, 
when the roads were repair- 
ed, on the firft of Adar, in 
our February. The general 
intention was to prevent tra- 
vellers contra&ing a ceremo- 
nial uncleannefs by touching 
the dead. The whitenefs 
warned them to avoid the 
place. The Pharifees, af- 
feeding fuperior piety, built 
tombs: for the prophets, and 
garnijhed the fepulcbres of the 
righteous. Verfes 29, 30. 
Some graves, either through 
poverty, negleft, or heavy 
rains warning oft" the thin 
whitening, appeared not, and 
men, that walked over them, 
werenot aware of them. Luke 
xi. 44. To thefe three forts 
of graves our Lord likens the 
pharifees, that is to fay, he 



confidered their hypocrify in 
three different points of light* 
Their exterior concealed their 
odious inward difpofitions 
It made a great fieri in the 
eyes of mankind and it Se- 
ceiled the unwary into a 
dangerous admiration, and 
imitation of them. 

Hypocrify is well charac- 
terized by its affefted vene- 
ration for virtuous prede-. 
ceflbrs. Dicfn fays, the em 
peror Caracalla, one of the 
vvorft of men, hated good 
tnert as long 'as they lived, 
and honoured them after they 
were dead. Herod, who 
murdered Ariftobulus for his 
virtues, paid him the higheft 
funeral honours after hi 
death. Thus the Jews dealt 
with the prophets, and thus 
modern hypocrites erecl fta- 
tues of the apoftles, procure 
fine pictures of Jefus Chrift, 
and his renowned difciples, 
andcherifh, like the old pha- 
rifces, the fame bloody dif- 
pofitions, that brought them 
all to the grave. Ah ! could 
your itatues fpeak ! - - - 



itfelf againft: their accufations ; but thefe are com- 
monly believed, when they dishonour chriftian 
piety. Why (fay people) fhould we not believe 
them ? thefe are friends and not enemies, their 
defigns are evident, it is a fpirit of religion, which 
animates them, Perfecutors only trouble the out- 
ward ftate of the church, and frequently while 
they difturb its outward repofe, they contribute 
(in fpite of their defigns.) to augment its faith and 
holinefs: but thefe wicked hypocrites, of whom 
we fpeak, attack the very vitals of religion, and 
by their contagious and bad examples furprize 
thefimple, and defile their piety. But why do I 
fpeak of the fimple ? the ftrongeft chriftians, even 
thofe, who are fartheft advanced in the practice of 
piety, cannot fecure themfelves againft their poifon ; 
for what can be more dangerous than a bad exam- 
ple, which infmuates under the veil of brother- 
hood and friendfhip ? A little leaven (fays the apof- 
\k.)kawenetb the whole Imp A vieious conver- 
lation is a peftilent difeafe in the church, or, if 
you will, it is a fpark of fire in a ftack of ftraw. 
Alas ! we are all, great and little, ftrong and weak, 
too much like combuftible matter, we have all of 
us too much inclination to fin, when we are 
tempted on any fide, and how much more liable 
are we to fall into it when affaulted from a quar- 
ter, of which we were not aware, and confequently 
tor which we were not prepared ? (4) 

2, But 

t (4) Hypocrites. Our di- mandatis dedit, ne effent . 

v ine mafter had fuch an ab- wcm? 01 uTrmpirat quafi vel 

horrence of hypocrify, that tanquam hypocritae; aliud. 

ta not only commanded his erat hypocritas elle, aliud 

followers not to be hypo- tanquam hypocritas, voluit 

es, but not to be //^ them, autemne hypomtis qiiidem Ji- 

iftus diicipulis fuis in miles fieri, Bajlaus in cenci- 

VOL. IT. Qc one 
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2. But you will afk me, Are all thofe hypocrites, 
who fin in the church ? Are there no true be- 
lievers, who fometimes backflide From holinefs, 
and who confeqnently offend fpme of the brethren, 
and give bad examples to all? Alas! too many 
true believers fall into fin j and, I doubt not, 
S. Paul had thefe in view, and addrefled thefe 
words to them as well as to hypocrites, compre- 
hending both in the number of defpifers of this 
docTrine. I grant, when a believer falls into fome 
lin, it does not follow from thence that he has 
absolutely rejected the doctrine of fanftifioation, 
God forbid we mould think fo ! he falls through 
infirmity, for our regeneration is never fo entire 

as, 



one lacina, apud Leigh, in and a hint (hall ferve here, 

Crif.fac. , Obferve this train. 

Mat. vi. 2. When thau The pope attempts to con- 

docfl thine ALMS, do not - - vert the Chinefe. The Chi- 

as the hypocrites do. ^.When .nefe refufe to accede. to the 

thou PRAYEST, tbou Jhalt papal terms, unlefs fome con- 

not. be as the hypocrites are. cefiions be made in favour of 

16. When ye FAST, be not as their old religion. The pon- 

the hypocrites. 8. Be not ye tiff fends miffionaries pro- 

thcrcfore LIKE unto them. As perly initru&ed, and audio- 

if the Lord had laid, Do not rizes them to accommodate 

affeft to perform your reli- chriftianity to the liking of 

gious exercifes as thefe men the emperor, and the empire, 

perform the fame exercifes. by imitating the old ceremo- 

Do not, under any fpecious nies, yea by incorporating 

pretences, imitate them. This them into the religion of 

is advice of great importance, . Jefus. Clement XL Cardi- 

and deferves more attention nal Tournon, Mezzabarba, 

than hath ufually been paid and the Jefuits feem to me 

to it. , to differ very little, after, all 

Five minutes attention to their difputes. All make 

the do&rine of imitation opens Chrift conform to Confucius. 

a wide field of fpeculation, This is the conftant courfe 

and were we to difcufs the of papal propagation of the 

fubject, we fhould fill a vo- gofpel. 
lume. Notes are only hints. 

. The 
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as to exclude all remains of weaknefs in our un- 
derftandings and' affeclrons: and if thofe, who 
declaim upon this fubjecl, were better acquainted 
with human nature, they would not fay fo peremp- 
torily as they do, that fin could not dwell in the 
fame heart with faith and love, and the other prin- 
ciples of regeneration. To prove this I only ad- 
duce the example of S. Peter. Who can believe 
that, when Jefus Chrift faid to him, 1 have 
prayed for thee that thy faith fail not , who, I fay, 
,can believe that thefe words are to be underftood 
only of fome bare illuminations of his underftand- 
ing, without any true piety or love in his heart ? 
Who can believe', that S. Peter in the moment of 
his fall, when he was carried away with an impe- 
tuous fear, fuddenly felt all love and piety expire 
in his heart? Who can think, that all his attach- 
ments to his divine mafter were fuddenly diflblved 

in 

i 

The reformers a&ed on duce gloria patri, repeat the 
the fa me principle in regard Lord's prayer, affecl to 
to the papilts, and retained preach and pray like them, 
rites, ceremonies, habits, and, in a word, to conform 
geftures, and fo on ; they as far as they can, and far- 
were not hypocrites : but ther than they ought. So, I 
they were like them. The imitate a parifh prieft the 
epifcopal church retains the prieft imitates biihop Cran- 
refemblance ftill. mer Cranmer the pope-* 

Some; modern diflentiflg the pope Aaron, Confucius, 

mmifters, poflefled with 1 Zoroafter, or any body that 

know not what rage of imi- comes in his way. See Dr. 

tation, and dazzled with the Owen's Sermon, entitled Rigb- 

gaiety and popularity of fome teous zeal, from Jt)\xv. 19, 

wodern pious conformift mi- 20. Let them return to tbes : 

nifters, affedl to imitate them, but rtturn not tbou unto them. 

^orne put on gowns ; others I admire this faying of Rii/h- 

jetup^organs; fome compofe worth. " It is poffible for an 

|Uurgies,othersfing anthems, ingenuous man to be of a 

Jearn light tunes and theatri- party; and yet not partial." 

Ml airs, while others intro- Pref. to ColL 
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in To complete arid abfolntc a manner, that there 
did not remain in the bottom of his heart the 
leaft confideration for him? His ready return to 
Jefus Chrift, when Jefus Chrift looked at him, 
accompanied with bitter repenting tears, fully 
proves, that if his love and piety had fuffered an 
eclipfe, they were not however annihilated. In 
effect, we muft judge of the fpiritual as of the 
natural life, both may undergo very great and 
enervating changes without periming entirely* 

We muft then, it feems, diftinguilh an abfo, 
lute from a partial contempt of the doctrine of 
holinefs, (5) Hypocrites, who under the maflc 

of 

(5) Diftittguijh an alfolute of thofe pious fouh in our 

from a partial contempt of communities, whofe igno. 

fanttification. There are three ranee would drive them to 

principal reafons for this dif- defpair, after through infir- 

tinftion. i. Hence arifes an mity they had fallen unwarily 

argument for cbriftianity into fin, were they not in* 

againft the pleas of falfe re- formed of the difference be- 

ligions. You object, fays tween fins of infirmity and 

Tertullian to the pagans fins of enmity. 3. Chriftian 

fomewhere, you object againft minifters fhould inculcate 

us, that we have many un- this diftinction in regard to' 

righteous perfons in our com- church^difcipline. It hap- 

rn unity. We allow it : but pens, fometimes, that there 

fee how you and we differ, are in chriftian churches 

Our unrighteous members pious perfons phyfically <k- 

>re reproved, and if incor- feclive. Such are they, who 

rigible are expelled : bu.t have been difordered in their 

among you the wicked are fenfes, and who after reco- 

cherimecl, honoured and vej-y retain a certain wildnefs 
adored. I forget where this and irregularity in all they; 
paffage is, and, as I quote do. Such alfo are they, who 
it from my memory, proba- areconftantly or periodically 

bly it is not exaft. The fen,- , afflicted with lownefs o 
tirnent, however, is juft, and fpirits, or, what is ftill worfe, 
Applicable to modern infider a too great flovv of animal 
lity. 2. This diliindion fpirits, animating them to 
,fiipvl4 be m^de for the fake take bold ftrides in their 
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of external profeflion .conceal a profane heart, and 
live a profane life, are guilty of the firft rejection j 
and the faithful, when they fall into fin,/ are guilty 
of the fecond : but, be it which it may, it is al- 
ways true, that every fin which we commit, 
Jiowever fmall, is a contempt of the doctrine of 
fanctification , for did we obferve it as we ought, 
we fhould never fin, as the gofpel is not content 
to demand an imperfect fanctification of us, but 
on the contrary it exacts a complete and perfect 
holinefs, as well in degrees as in parts, fo that al- 
ways, when we commit any fin, we do in a man- 
ner renounce the honour of our calling, and com- 
mit an outrage on the doctrine of Jefus Chrift. 

3, I fay on the doctrine of Jefus Chrift, that is, on 
the fon of God, even on God himfelf ; for. this law 
of holinefs is neither of S. Paul, nor of any other 
man, but of God and his beloved fon: be that 
defyifeth (fays the apoftle) defpifeth not man but God. 
He means, that he rejects the authority of God 
himfelf, who is the author and publisher of this 
law. Every fin contains two, one confilts in our 
(doing a thing bad in its nature, and contrary to 
that publick and inviolable order, according to 
which reafonable creatures ought to act : the other 
confifts in pur offending the infinite authority and 

majefty 

deportment. God' forbid, us not beat thefe fellow-fer~ 

we mould deny thefe people wants. They are objects of 

the comforts of religion ! In pity, and {hould be borne 

order, however, to their en- with in the church as far as 

joyment of them, it is ne r poffible ; for, poor fouls ! 

pefTary not to exaft that uni- what mould they do in the 

formity of aftion in them, world ? Here -they are irre- 

which would be eflentially gular and queer: but there 

requifite, were they phyft- they wQuld be driven riving 

pally perfeft. Alas! <w&o mad, 
f an nnderftand bis errors ! Let 



majefty of our legiflator, and in revolting from 
the obedience we owe him. S. Paul, having regard 
to the firft, calls fins uncleanneffes contrary to true 
holinefs: but in regard to the fecond he calls 
them rejections of God, that is, rebellions againft 
his fupreme authority : doubtlefs a great and enor- 
mous crime, and worthy of the moft rigorous pu- 
nifhment. (6) 

For this reafon, (by the way) we reject that 
frivolous diftinction, which the fchoolmen in the 
church of Rome have invented, of venial fms. (7) 

It 



(6) Sin is tad in its nature, 
find it is alfo an offence againft 
ike infinite authority of God, 
ear legiftator. This is a truly 
chrijlian obfervation, and 
this way of ftating fin, in 
order to difcover its turpi- 
tude, and to deftroy its em- 
pire, is one noble advantage, 
which a chriftian minifter 
poffeffes above a mere moral 
philbfopher. The philofo- 
pher confiders fm as a difor- 
dering of the eftablimed 
courfe of things, as hetero- 
geneous and incongruous. 
The fervant of Chrift adopts 
this idea, and adds another, 
which ma&es the incongruity 
appear^lrorrible. He intro- 
duces a legiflator, reads his 
law, explains its purity, ex- 
hibits revealed motives of 
obeying Jt, expofes the folly 
of refuting God, and To pof- 
fefles the foul of the finner 
'with a moft wife and cordial 
averfton to fin, along with a 
}uft and affectionate obedi- 
ence to God. The written 
Jaw is a fet of true 'words 



rom one jhepkerd, and, 
in the hand of a wife msifler 
of publick ajftmblies, thefe 
words are as goads, and as 
nails faftened. Eccl. xii. 10., 

II- 

(7) Venial fins. Our au- 
thor rightly calls this a fri^ < 
volous diftinftion of the 
fchools. Thomas Aquinas, 
and his followers lay down 
feven idle diftinftions be- 
tween venial and mortal fins. 
They are not worth repeat- 
ing. Our divines unani- 
moufly fejeft this diftinftion, 
Baxter confutes Aquinas by 
fourteen arguments, and ex- 
plains the paffages urged by 
the papifts. i John v. 16, 17. 
James i. 13, 14. Thefum 
feems to be, r. All fin is 
mortal, or deferves eternal 
death in its own nature, 
2, All fin is venial, pardon- 
able, remiiible, on repen- 
tance. Baxt. Metb. fheol. 
Chrift. par. \. cap. 15. ^ 
An deniur peccata fua natura 
venalia ? 



It is moft certain, that the fmalleft fins, which 
can be committed, contain in them that rebellion* 
of which we fpeak, fince, however fmall the of- 
fences may feecn confidered in themfelves, they 
are always violations of the law of the ineffable 
niajefty of God, who forbids them; and this vi- 
olation, in what manner loever you confider it, 
muft needs deferve death, What can appear 
fmaller confidered in itfelf than the fin of our firft 
parents ? Eating a fruit agreeable to the eyes and 
tafte, and feemingly defigned by nature only for 
the nourimment of animal , life, was that fuch a 
mighty thing ? But whatever the action was, con- 
fidered in. itfelf, it was forbidden, nor could our 
firft parents do it without oppofmg the infinite 
majefty of their creator, who had faid to them you 
/hall not eat it : they could not do this without re- 
futing that obedience, which they owed to God, 
nor confequently without falling into that which 
conftitutes the effence of the greateft of all 
crimes, (8) 

How 

The following reflections thy law." Baurdaloue Senn. 
ofaRomifh divine are to the torn. xv. retraite, fecondjour. 
purpofe. " I will endeavour (8) Adam could not eat 
to avoid venial fin becaufe, without falling into what con-> 
how venial foever I imagine ftitutes the effence of the greateft 
it, it offends God. Becaufe crimes. " In hac lege Adamo 
how venial foever I fuppofe data omnia prsecepta condita 
it, there is no imaginable recognofcimus, qua? poftea 
reafon for allowing it be- pullulaverunt data per Moy- 
caufe I can never enter heaven fen, i. e. diliges dominura 
with it my venial fins are tuum de toto corde tuo, et 
extremely numerous they ex tota anima tua ; et diliges 
are attended with dreadful proximum tibi tanqu.am te, 
confequences. The remedy, &c." fertulL ad Judcsos. 
O my God! is an attach- " Quis dubitabit ipfum. 
men t not only to thy law: illud Ada? deliftum haerefin 
to all the ferfetfiox of pronuntiare, quod per elec- 

' tioaem 



How needfulis it to have this truth continu- 
ally in view, that we may not deceive ourfelves as 
we too often do ! I do not know how it comes to 
pufs : but when we judge of fins we almoft always 
confider them only as, they are in themfelves ; 
and hence in general they appear to us fmall and 
trifling, not worthy of our attention, and lefs (till 
of our repentance, after we have committed them, 
Is not this a moft lamentable felf-deception ? We 
do not remember, that, however inconfiderable 
our' fins may be in themfelves, they are always 
extremely considerable in regard to our fupreme 
legiflator, who has forbidden them, for they are 
nothing lefs than fo many rejections of the bleflecj 
God. 

4. Re- 

tionem fu<e potius quam dir Fe&ions is the queftion/ Take 

vinse fententia; admifit, nifi which fide of the queftion 

quod Adam nunquam figulo you will, believe with fome 

Juo dixit, non prudenter de- that we bring our propenfi- 

finxifti me : confeffus eft fe- ties to fin into the world with 

du&ionem, non occultavit us; or believe with others, 

feduftricem : rudis admodum that we catch the contagion 

k&reticiti fitit : nonobaudiit: here, difficulties there are, 

non tamen blafphemavit ere- and difficulties there will' be 

atorem, nee reprehendic auc- on either fide. The fa& is 

torem, quern a primordio fui undeniable, I am a firmer, I 

bonum et optimum invene- inquire how I became fo? 

rat.'* TeriulL adv. Martian, and how a gracious God 

lib. ii. cap, 2. could fuffer fuch a misfor- 

That fin has entered into tune to befal me ? Are my 

the world >nobody difallows. difficulties all folved by 

Alas ! who does not feel ir- proving that not Adam, but 

regularities in his own bo- a carelefs tutor, a loofe com- 

fom? That it entered by one panion, or a bad neighbour 

man, and from him defcends corrupted my innocence? Not 

to all his pofterity, as the in the leaft, I have as much 

fcripture teaches, we have to fay againft God in one 

all the reafon in the world to view as in the other; ray 

believe : but how to recon- he, who holds original fin, 

cile this with the divine per- appears to me the moft rea- 

fonable 



4. Remark here, I intreat you, the conduct of 
S. Paul. He 'does not tell the Theflalonians of 
his own authority; nor does he. cloath himfelf 
with fuperb and pompous titles in order to con- 
ciliate refpecl to his perfon, and veneration for his 
do&rine; he does not fpeak to them concerning 
his rapture to the third heaven, nor of his vifions, 

nor 



fonable man> for he fays, the world, which God v/as 
God allowed fin to enter once, about to create. Suppofe the 
by one man; but he who firfl of thefe philofophers had 
denies it tells me, that God maintained this thefts. God 
does this ten thoufand times will create intelli-ent beings, 
over every day, and that, he could if he pleafed corn- 
though purity is his own municats fuch knowledge to 
image, yet he fuffers thou- them as would nece/farily 
tonds of innocent creatures conduct them to the chief 
to be rifled of it every hour, good : but he will give them 
I /hall be forgiven for .in- reafon, which by their abufe 
terrupting Mr. Claude a few will conduce them from igno- 
moments longer, while his ranee to vice, from vice to 
countryman Saurin gives us mifery. Moreover, God is 
a ufeful word of advice. about to form a world, where 
"It is a maxim, from virtue will almoft always be 
which a divine ought never in fetters, and vice upon a 
to depart, that, though we throne, tyrants crowned, and 
know in .general what the good' people confounded, 
attributes of God are, yet Suppofe the firft of our phi- 
we are profoundly ignorant lofophers had maintained this 
in determining their fphere thefis, would not the fecond 
of action. We know in ge- have remonftrated againft this 
iieral that God is free, that plan? would he not in all 
he is juft, and that he is mer- appearance have had reafon 
ciful : but we are very igno^ to maintain, that, God be- 
zant in determining how far ing full of goodriefs, ,it was 
thefe perfections ought to go, impoflible he mould create 
becaufe their infinity abforbs men, v/hofe exiftence would 
i' capacity; An example be their mifery ; that, being 
will make this plainer. Sup- fupremely holy, it was not 
pofe two phiiofophers fubfift- poffible he mould permit fin 
lri g before the foundation of to enter in to the world? yet, 
tie world, and difcourfing* however plaufible the reafns 
together upon the plau of of this, philofophcr might 
. Vox. II, Rr have 
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nor of his miracles, nor of his labours, nor even 
of the perfections, which he had Buffered for re- 
ligion, although all thefe ought to have rendered 
him very refpedable among good people. (9) 
When it was needful to exalt the grace of God 
to him, he fpoke of his raptures, miracles, and 
vifions ; and when it was needful to fhew the 
faithfulnefs of his conduft in difchargine; his mi- 

' ; C O 

niftry, againft the bold accufations of his enemies, 

he 

have appeared, the event has fome doftrine, and fo fortlt. 
juftified the former. It is Vain pretences ! As well hum . 
certain, God has created this the Britifh ditty, Saint Da- 
world upon his plan, and it vid was a holy man. : and a 

is alfo certain there is no- holy man was he And , 

thing in this world, which what then? Why - - - . 
claih.es 'with his attributes, Nothing, 
whatever pains -we are at to S. Jude reproves this prac- 
anfwer objections. It is our tice, ver. 16, 17. 'fheir-mtmtb 
Jittlenefs, they are the nar- fpeaketh great fuelling words, 
row limits of our minds, and - having men's per/ans in admi- 
the immenfity of God him- ration becaufe of advantage: 
felf, which prevent, our fee- but, beloved, remember ye the 
ing how far the attributes of' words, <wbicb were fpoken k- 
God can go." Saur. fer.fur fore of the apoftles of our Lord 
les tourm. de I'enfcr. torn ii. Jefus Chrift. 

(9) 5. Paul does not ejtablijh What think we of thefe 
Jns doSlrine by praifinv himfelf. arguments? " Some 1 here- 
How different is ' this from ticks of old, and AnabaptilU. 
the condudl of thofe, who en- of late, have looked upon 
deavour to lull the prefent the Canticles only as an ordi- 
age afleep by finging the nary love fong, yet the 
praifesof the laft; who argue pious in all ages have ef- 
thus, Granmer was a mar- teemed it an allegorical dia- 
tyr, therefore the thirty nine logue between God and his 
articles rnuft be fubfcribed church." Dr. Nickotti' Cow- 
Ridley was a right reverend mentary on the articles of the 
{offerer at a {take, therefore church ofEng. art. vi. 
you muft fing te Deum Bi- King Edward's forty-two 
iliop Hooper was very hum- articles came into the y/orld 
ble and very happy in the with, this title, " Articles 
fire, therefore the book of -agreed upon by the bif 
homilies contains a whole- .and other learned and 
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he recounted his voyages, labours, and perfecu- 
tions : but when h'e had a law to impofe upon 
men's confciences, or a do&rine of faith, or a rule 
of conduft to eftablim, he introduced it only with 
the name of God. Nothing but what is divine ; 
no confideration at all of man is mentioned here ; 
for faith and confcience acknowledge no authority 

but 



men in the laft convocation argument drawn from tke 

held at London in the year piety of the king muft be re- 

1552, &c. Dr. Heylin and peated, and ftrengthened by 

Dr. Atterbury affirm that the adding^" to charge fnch a 

articles were really drawn up muffling trick upon a pious 

in convocation, as the title im- prince and his mini/try, to 

ports. Dr. Heylin reafons whom we owe the benefits of 

thus, " Had it been other- our reformation, and upon 

wife, King Edward, a moft the mofl eminent of the pro- 

fious and religious prince, muft teftant clergy, many of which 

needs be looked on as a laid down their liwts for our 

wicked and lewd impoftor, common religion, is a degree 

in putting fuch a horrible of incaution one would not 

cheat upon all his fubjects, expect from his lordlhip's 

by fathering thefe articles on prudence" But why, good 

the convocation, which be- Dr. Nicholls, do you charge 

gat them not, nor ever gave Burnet with imprudence and 

confent to them." Edward incaution for performing the 

was born October 1 538, the part of an impartial hiftorian, 

Articles were drawn up in by detecting the fraud of "the 

}^ 1 ' Is it imaginable, this title of an old pamphlet of 

noft p; olts anc | re ligj ous child our ancestors ? O, replies he, 

of 13 years of age compiled " to expofe their imperfec-. 

?he articles, wrote the tide, tipns ftrikes at the truth of 

Oi " had any thing more to do our religion, and gives occa- 

than fet his hand to a paper iion to our common adverfa- 

offered him at the council ries to blafpheme." r - Ay! 

taolef Bjfhop Burnet affirms, there's the. rub! Nicboll; 

'he title is a forgery, and ubi fupra. 

^ ri ngs .authentick proof from S. Paul neither fake of kit 

vranmer's own confeffion, raptures nor .of bis la- 

tlat.the articles were drawn hours - - nor of his perfecu- 

U P by himfelf and Ridley, (ions. He differed then from 

and not in convocation. Yet .fuch preachers as 'repeat in 

"s does not fatisfV, the old every fermon their own grea^ 

JR. r z doings 



but that of God, nor obey any voice but that of* 
the common mafterof all creatures. We -preach not 
'curfefoeS) -but Cbrift Jefus the Lord^ and ourf elves 
your feruantSj %s the apoftle elfewhere. . Herein 
he refembles the prophets, who, when they ad* 
vanced any thing, always ufed this preface, Thus 

' faith 

doings and fufferings. All induce thefe good men to ufe 
may be true, and yet nothing this method, and by what- 
to the purpofe. Some very ever mifconflrued pafTages of 
good, men offend gr.ofsly in fcripture they may feem to 
this point, under pretence of juftify the practice, it is cer-, 
preaching their own eype- tainly attended with feveral 
rience. We love an experi- glaring improprieties, i. It 
mental preacher, a man who is a deviation from the com- 
treats of heart-religion, a million ; preach the go/pel is 
man who has actually felt the precept : but this is 
the pains and pleafures, of preaching felf. 2. Itiswith- 
which he fpeaks to others, a out precedent, we preach not 
man who, while he preaches,* our/el<ves : but Chrijl Jefus the 
is deeply affefted with his Lord, z Cor. iv. 5. 3. The 
fubjecl, and feels what he is minifter's experience thus de- 
faying; we are provoked livered has the air of zftand- 
with a man, who difcovers ard for the people, and fo is 
^10 emotions when he treats apt to excite in fome con- 
pf th'ofe parts of religion, tempt, and in others unne^ 
which intereft human paf- ceffary fears. 4. It betrays 
fions : but all this will not great imprudence, not to fay 
fatisfy fome preachers ; they rndenefs. Why fhould a man 
jnuft coldly tell us in winter wantonly lay himfelf under 
how warm they were laft the difficult neceliity of fpeak- 
Midfummer; th.ey mult in- ing of himfelf, of all fubjefts 
form us when and where the hardeli in the world for a 
they were converted, .and on modefl man to difcufs? ^ 
what occafion?, they were 5 . .It adds no weight to ar-. 
comforted with fpch <}nd fuch 'gume^t ; for a dodrine is not 
fweet paflages of fcripture; therefore true, becaufe it hath 
.how they have backflidden, given the preacher pleafure 
and how they have been re r or ,pain. Finally, It excites 
ftored ; where they found the unnecerTary ridicule in dif- 
text, and what fuggefted aftefted hearers, and expofesj 
their ideas under ir, and fo not unfrequently, a whole 
pji. Whatever motives m.ay party to contempt. 



faith the Lord. With this view our apoftle, fpeak- 
ino- of himfelf and his aflbciates, fays, we have 
this treafure in earthen vejjels^ that the excellency of 
the power may be of God, and not of us. ( i ) 

5. But, you will fay, the Theflalonians had. re- 
ceived the doctrines of the gofpel, and particularly 
this doctrine of the neceffity of holinefs from the 
mouth of man only, methinks, they could there- 
fore 

(i) Confdence acknowledges world - - for on this ground 
nt) authority but that of God. i . The Jews would haye been 
Mr. Claude treats of this in- right in retaining the tradi* 
terefting fubjeft at large in tions of the' elders- 2. God 
his defence of the reformation, would have been unjuft in 
and eftabliihes the propo- punifhing the whole nation 
ikion above with his ufual with captivity in Babylon. 
ability in three chapters. 3. The Jews would have done 
Chap. vii. is thus entitled, right in rejecting and cruci- 
*' The authority of the pre- fyingChrift. 4jefusChrift, 
lates of the latin church ought his apoftles, and difciples 
not to have obliged our anr would have adled unjuftly. 
ceftors to yield a blind obe- 5, The pagans would have 
dience to them, nor to prer done right to rejeft the gof- 
yent an examination of their pel.^-6. Sometimes Arians 
do&rine - - - for I. The would have been right; for 
word of God exprefly forbids in fome councils they were 
all paftoral domination, Luke in power ; and at other times 
xxii. 25, 26.! Pet. v. 3. oppofite teachers would have 
2 Cor. i. 24, Mat. xxiii. 8, been right for the fame reafon. 
9, 10. 2. The fcripture God himfelf frequently 
commands all believers to waives his authority in pro- 
examine for themfelves, Mat. pofing truths, and leaves 
xvii. 6, 12. i John iv. i. them to examination; fo 
2 Cor. iv. 2 Gal. i. 8, &c. that thefe two conclufions 
' 3. God gave the holy fcrip- may be feparately and inde- 
tures to all the people, Deut. 'pendently. drawn. This doc- 
v. i, &c. iv. 10. vi. 6, 7, trine is. true This doftrine 
&c.-- pfalm.'i. 2. Rom. i. is divine, &c." The ninth 
7-'"~J hn v. 39. Afts xvii. chapter examines, and re- 
I J>"" The eighth chapter futes all the pretended rea- 
proves " that prelatical au- fons brqught by prelates for 
thcrity over confcience is the the fupport of their ufurped 
nioft pernicious maxim in the authority, and the author, 

havipg 



fofe only confider it as the doctrine of man, and 
confequently that, by defpiftng it, they ran no 
other rifque than that of defpifing a man. S. Paul 
precludes this objection in the laft words of "our 
text. God (faith he) has alfo given Unto 'us his holy 
fpirit. It is almoft as if he had faid, I own, I 
brought this gofpel to you, but I wasr not the 
author of it; I am only a fimple infrrument, a 
fecond caufe, for all, that I have preached to you, 
comes from the Holy Ghoft. It was he, who di- 
rected my fteps toward you, he opened my mouth, 
and he formed the words, which I have fpoken 
to you. (2) 

This 

Saving quoted feveral paf- written word. The voice oi 

fages of fcripture in defence the Lord is powerful, the voice 

of his doctrine, concludes of the Lord is 'full of inajefty, 

thus, " Were the' members xxix. 4. How mifmatched 

of the church of Rome ac- are th'e trite additions of men, 

cuftomed to read the holy when joined to them ! They 

fcriptures, they would meet arethefqueakingsof a puppet 

with a thoufand proofs of affecting to imitate and per- 

this truth : but moft of our petuate thu'nder. If there be 

eorttroverfiesoriginatein their any cafe, in, which it is un- 

Begligence of this divine lawful to add, or take away, 

book, ,and their negligence (Rev. xxii. 18, 19.) it muft 

of the book proceeds from needs be in the adrniniftra- 

their exceffive confidence in tion of the two ftanding or- 

their guides." dinances, baptifm, and the 

(2) "The holy gkoft formed Lord's fupper. Jefus Chrift 

the words 'which I ha-va fpcken ordained the firft to be adrai- 

to you. The pfalmiil gives mft.ere<!tititbenamt!oftbeF#- 

the higheft characters of the tb?.r, and of the Son, and of 

words of the holy ghoft in the holy Gboft, Mat. xxviii. 

thefe propofitions. The law 19. What authority for ad- 

pf the Lord is perfett. The ding, " We receive this 

Jeftimony of the Dord \3fure, child into the congregation 

The ftatutes of the Lord of Chrift's flock, and do. 

are right. The command- fign him with the fign of the 

men t of the Lord is pure,--' crofs, c?" 

&c. xix. 7, 8, &c. What he A certain writer objected 

elfewhere fays of thunder againft the epifcopal church, 

may be truly applied to the . 
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This advances the truth of S. Paul's miniftry, 
and gives a fuprem'e authority to his words ; but 
it no way exalts his perfon, any more than as an 
interpreter, whom it had pleafed God to choofe; 
now this teaches us, 

1. That the apoiiles faid nothing of themielves ; 
font that they were jnfpired by the holy fpirit, wfto 
fentthem, 

2 . That they themfelves knew they were infpired - 9 
for the fame fpirit, who fpoke by them, gave them the 
knowledge of it, not indeed by fenfible characters as 
he did the prophets, but by the confideration of the 
rnajefty and fandity of their rneffage, and by com- 
paring their preaching with the powers of nature, 
which was never capable of forming a doctrine fo ef- 
ftftual. To this may be added, that S; Paul, who 
as well as the other apoftles having received his mif- 
fion immediately from Jefus Chrift, muft rationally 
conclude, that he, who had conftkuted hirn v apoftle 
of the gentiles, and had appointed him to fo great a 
work as the converfion or the heathen, had not re- 
fufed him the extraordinary influence of his grace. 

In fine, his own experience muft eafily con- 
vince him that he was animated with the fpirit of 
Jefus Chrift in a degree, which rendered his doc- 
trine 

" that in the admimftration the cup to each communicant, 

of the communion the priefts and, when he delivered it to 

added words of their own to one, to fay Dare you take 

the words of Chrift's inftitu- this ? to another, Take this, 

tion, as preftr-ve thy body and and love Chrift's mihifters 

joul unto ever/afting life. A better to a third, Here, take 

prieft, who undertook the this, and leave off your lying 

defence of his pradice, in- to a fourth, Take this, and 

formed him that it was a take heed the devil does not 

lovely pradice that there enter into you." Would not 

was no harm in it and that, one think, thefe animals were 

had not the church provided retained to burlefque reli- 

thefe words, fome men would gion! Barlon's Liturgy t a 

ufe wor/e. One u&d to carry divin ffrwi> ofj. 35. 



trine infallible, as he had hot only not taught any 
thing foreign from the true gofpel of Jefus Chrift< 9 
but he had been enabled to penetrate all its myf- 
series 'in a wonderful manner, as we may fee in 
his epiftles. This is the teftimony, which himfelf 
bears in this epiftle, Our exhortation (fays he) was 
not of 'deceit ', nor of unckannefs^ nor in guile, but as 
we were allowed of Go$ 9 to be put in truft with the 
gofpel, even fo we fpsdk, not as pleafmg men^ but 
God, who trieth our hearts. And this was what 
obliged the faithful to receive the word with an 
entire obedience, as he fays in another place in this 
epiftle, we thank God without ceafihg^ becaufe when 
ye received the word of God> which ye ^ard^of us, 

ye received it not as the word of men, ("but "as it is in 
truth the word of God^ which effeftmlly worketh 
alfo in you that believe. ' 

6. Finally, you may remark, that the faith of 
thefe believers was produced by the conjunction 

- of two fpir-its, or to fpeak more properly, by 
one and the fame fpirit working in two places j 
in the faculty of the hearer,, this we call the interior 
fpirit communicated to each believer ; and in the 
miniftration of the word, this we call the exterior 
fpirit. From this conjunction arifes that approba- 
tion or confent, which we give to the myfteries 
of grace, and that perfuafion, which we have of 
their truth. (3) 

If 

(3) The holy fyirit ivcrts which places religion in fub- 
exteriorly in the word, and in- miffion to authority. This 
ttriorly in the believer, that is deprives us of fcripture, the 
to fay, the holy fpirit pro- only rule of faith, and gives 
pofeth truth in the fcriptures, us inftead of it a human creed : 
and formeth in thofe, who and it renders perfonal con- 
believe, diipofition's to ad- viftion unneceffary. Obferve 
mit it. This. doctrine is ut- the following monftrous pro- 
terly incompatible with all petitions, 
that ecclefiailical artifice, "AH 



If you fuppofe, that the fpirit of God illuminates - 
and animates the faculty of man, and that an ob- 
ject purely humanj or one, in which the fpirit of 
God is notj is applied, this conjunction can only 
produce refiftance and rejection, inftead of per- 
fuafion; becaufe the fpirit of God, which is in 
the faculty, and the fpirit of fallhood, which is in 
the miniftry, can never unite. For this reafon, S. 
John in his firft epiftle afiures the faithful, that 
they mould not be left to the feductions of falfe 
teachers, for (fays he) you have an unftion from the 
holy one^ that is from the fpirit of God. 

If on the other hand you fuppofe the fpirit of 
God in the preaching of the word, and in the fa- 
culty or understanding of the hearer the fpirit of 
vanity, and the fpirit f the world, nothing can 
be produced by fuch a conjunction but infidelity 

and 



" All are obliged to fub- receive their orders in the 
mit to all unjlnful conditions epifcopal communion.'' 
of the epifcopal communion In defence of thefe abfurd 
where they live, if impofed propofitions, and others like 
by the ecclefiaftical govern- them, Dodwell wrotea quarto 
ment thereof. There is lefs book of 627 pages, entitled 
fecurity of falvation to be The finfulnefs atid mi/chief of 
had even on performance of fcbifm. We celebrate thefe 
the moral cenditions of fal- men for their learning : but, 
vation out of this epifcopal in the name of all that is fa- 
communion than in it. cred, can Latin and Greek 

" This vifible church, to fupply the place of common 

whofe external communion fenfe ? What avail his fixing 

the ordinary means offalva- the year, in which Athena- 

tion are confined, is no other goras wrote his apology ; the 

than the epifcopal comma- time when Clement of Rome 

nion of the place where any died ; the fenfe of the word 

one lives, whilft he lives Atavus, and fo on, while he 

there. is robbing God of his ho- 

" No other minifters have nour and men of their liberty? 

authority of adminiftring the All writers of this, fort do 

fecraments but only they who but difgaife-the faft, and, in 

VOL. If. Sf coin- 
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.and rebellion againft the gofpel; for the, reafon 
before-mentioned, becaufe the one fpirit beino- 
heavenly, and the other earthly, they can never 
unite with each other ; and it is in iiich a cafe that 
S. Paul lays to the Corinthians, if our go/pel k 
hid, It is hid to them that are loft, in whom the God 
of this 'world hath blinded the minds of them, which 
believe not. 

This may ferve for an example of difcuffing 
texts by obiervations j (4) but to thefe two general 

ways 

comparison with them, Moun- hopes will not be neglefted." 

tague is an ingenuous oppo- Chap, xxxiv. This is fpeak- 

nent. He entitles his nof- ing out: the reft is all gri- 

trums An appeal to Cafar mace. Some former learned 

drags his adverfaries before owner of this learned book 

his moft gracious and dread has learnedly written in a 

fo-vereign king Charles gets blank leaf "/ AmantijTima 

White, Dean of Carlifle, to amici Richardus Montacuti, 

write an approbation DOCTISSIMA viri." Alas! 

", concludes' with the viii. we dare not write. Latin 

CANON, and leaves the exe- againft you: but we remem- 

cution to authority, which he ber a Roman, who faid 

Laudare paratus 

Si bene ruftavit, fi reftom minxit amicus. 

Juv. Sat. in. 

(4.) Example of- difciiffion. men. " John xx. 4. John 

It is needlcfs to recapitulate did outrun Peter, and came it 

our author's obfervations ; the fepukhre, Obferve how 

in general, we may venture young perfons haften to. the 

to affirm, they are alKgerti- grave, John came to the fe- 

nent and edifying, and lead pulchre before Peter. 'Mat, 

up to that one general objefi, vi. 27. Which of you by taking 

which the text aims to ex- thought can add one cubit unto 

hibit. A French author of bis feature? You, wonvn, 

excellent tafte remarks ano- who wear pattens, do you 

ther fort of obfervations, mean to affront Jefus Chrift 

which lie, properly enough, by adding to your ftature ! 

arranges under .the article The human heart is triangu- 

CONCETTI. He gives us lar, the world is globular, 

thef; following examples how can the world, then, 

from fermons of his country- fatisfy the defires of man- 
kind? 



W ays of difcuffion, explication, and obfervation, 
there may be added two more, which it will be 
proper fometimes to ufe : thefe I proceed to men- 
tion, and I fhall devote to each a feparate chapter. 



kind? In Hebrew the fame 
word fignifies both life and 
death, one point only diftin- 
guifties it ; alas ! there is but 
a point between the birth and 
death of men ! Mat. xxvi. 
23. He that dippttk his band 
with me in the di/h, the fame 
Jhall betray ms. The fall of 
Judas was a punifhment for 
his incivility to Jefus Chrift. 
This unmannerly fervantpre- 
fuiaed to dip his hand in the 
dilh with his.mafter! Our 
Lord fweated great drops of 
blood in all parts of his 
body. He was God ; God 
is all eye; he could, there- 
fore, weep and fweat no 
otherwife.- Jefus was filent 
before Herod, becaufe the 
lamb always lofes his voice 
at the fight of the wolf.^- 
He was naked on the crofs 
becaufe he had fallen into 
the hands of robbers He 
eclijpfed the fun, and would 



have no light at his funeral, 
in order to difcourage the 
parade of flambeaus at a bu- 
rial He lay in a fepulchre 
of Hone to exprefs his abhor- 
rence of luxury He pub- 
lifhed his refurreftion firir, to 
a woman, becaufe, intending 
to make it as notorious as 
poflible, he knew (he could 
not keep a fecret : but, like 
all her fex, would publifh 
all Ihe knew to the whole 
world." How eafily might, 
we pattern all thefe among 
our countrymen : but we will 
not. Let France take the 
glory of thefe conceits! La 
Man. de* bicn penfer dans les 
outrages d'ejprit. Prem. Dial. 
Obferve thefe words of 
Tertullian, " iMabolus tra- 
gcedos cothurnis extulit, quia 
nemo potell adjicere cubitum. 
unum ad flaturam fuam,men- 
dacem facere vult Chriftum." 
Vfe Spefiac, cap xxiii. 



Sf 2 



CHAP, 



C H A P. VII. 

Of Texts to be difcufled in a way of 
continued Application. 

WE have faid-, there are two general ways 
of difcvifling a text, that of explication, . 
and that of observation. Thefe two ways of 
preaching we call textuary, becaufe, in effect, they 
keep to the text without digreffion, they regard it 
as the fubject-matter of the whole difcuffion, or, 
if you pleafe, as the field, which they have to cul- 
tivate, or to reap: but, befide thefe, there is a 
third way, which is, without explaining or making 
obfervations, the making of a continual application 
of it, and the reducing of it immediately to prac- 
tice, (i) 

In 

(i) Make a continual appli- juft diftinclion to determine 

cation of the text. The ca- the propriety of each method, 

pital art of a preacher is to " Applicatio a nonnullis fo- 

bring His fubjecl home to let fubjici fingulis partibus 

the bofoms of his hearers, explicatis: ab aliis totitextui 

Divines take different me- applicato. Sed hie non eft- 

thods of doing this ; fome valde laborandum, quomodo 

apply as they go on, others id fiat, modo id commode fiat, 

referve the application to the Turn enim praftat do&rinas 

laft, apd clofe the fermon toto textu explicate refervare, 

with it. An eminent pro- quando partes fere ad eutidem 

feflbr of divinity in the uni- fcopum fj/e&ant ; quia alioqui 

verfity of Leydeji makes a eadem res re'peti videtur. 

Sed 
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In this manner we muft principally manage 
texts exhorting to frolinefr, and repentance, as this 

of 



Sed Jt paries explicate Jint 
d'werji generis, turn non eft 
inutile, primal parti expli- 
catae nonnullas doftrinas fub- 
jicer. , ut taedio auditor! oc- 
curratur, et major rerum va- 
'.rietas in tcxtu appareat, qaae . 
femper facit auditores atten- 
tiores. Interim tamen i/las 
doElrinas convent t ad finem fer- 
coare,- in quibus maximum wadcf 
rf quirt tur. Anton Wal&i opera. 
Methodus formand. Condon. 
ration, tradens. torn. ii. p- 425. 
When all the parts of a 
fermon tend to eftablim one 
point, then the application 
ihould be referved till the 
elofe : but when each part 
eihblifheth a different article, 
then each Ihould be applied, 
as the preacher goes on. 

To give notice, that we 
are going to apply, is faid to 
fee an improper method " The 
Kifual method is vicious. The 
preacher, when he diftributes 
his matter, frequently fays, 
I (hall explain the fubjeft 
then eflablifh it and clofe 
wirh an application, or, hav- 
ing; difcuffed his fubjecl, he 
fays, now I come to the ap- 
plication. He (hould do it 
without faying he is going to 
do it ; and, to facilitate this 
p?.rt of his work; he ihould 
have in readinefs various 
forms of tranfetion, and by 
them pafs from explaining 
amplifying to applying. 



In a moral application fome 
fuch form of transition as this 
Ihould be ufed Brethren, 
God not only fpoke thus to 
his people formerly, he fpeaks 
thus to us alfo now See how 
he chaftifed David, he will 
chaftife you alfo in a like 
cafe Thou art this Abra- 
ham, this David, this Jonah 
This doftrine is eafy to, 
hear : but how hard to prac- 
tife! I have been explain- 
ing my text: but, believe 
me, the .beft^ comment is a 
holy lifeThink, I befeech 
you, auditors ! might not 
this be a moft ufeful fubjec\ 
.to us? O that there were 
. as many doers of this com-' 
mand as there are hearers of 
it! Examine, fmner! doth 
not this admonition belong 
to'thee? 'Was a fubjefl fo, 
important, fo comfortable, 
fo terrible, given us merely 
to fpeculate, think ye? 
How well is this fubjeft fitted 
to inform the ignorant, to 
comfort the diftreffed, to fup- 
port the weak, to alarm the 
carelefs ! Heavenly father ; 
enable us to lay thefe things 
to our hearts ! Do ye believe 
this do&rine, brethren ! re- 
duce it to praftice then 
Without fuch truths as thefe, 
how mould we pafs through 
life? or what fhould we do 
at death ? Let us blefs God, 
who by his prophet, his 
apoftje, 
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of Zephaniah, examine yourfelves diligently , nation 
not- deferable \ for, inftead of explaining the terms - 
or making obfervations on the neceffity of the ex- 
hortation the prophet who fpoke it the Jews to 

whom 



apoftle, his fon, fent us fuch Some preachers have cer- 

information, fuch encourage-. tain]y abufed application 

ment, as this, &c." Tranfi- both in an illiterate and hete- 

tions of this kind aptly con- rodox manner. " Will ye 

nect doctrine and ufe, and havejefus Chrift? What fay 

preferve all the fpirit of an ye? Speak now, or for ever 

application without the form after hold your peace .' Now 

of it. Many of thefe were or never! See linners, I offer 

ufed by Bucholtzer. Vide you the Lord Jefus Chrift, 

Keckerman, Rbet. lib. i. x. will ye accept him ? Ah poor 

Pagan orators ufed con- Chrift ! Muft he go a beg- 

cealment as an artifice : but ging ! Out ye hard-hearted ! 

chriftian minifters may ob- What will Chrift fay, whea 

ferve, that in this, as in many he comes to judge you ? I'll 

other cafes, artifice originated tell you what he'll do.' He 

in nature that, whatever will bind you in bundles and. 

were the rules, and motives burn you. He will fay, Here 

of heathen rhetoricians, it is is a bundle of drunkards, 

itriflly true, previous infor- and there is a bundle of liars, 

mation of intention to affeft Take them, Devil ! Take 

puts auditors on their guard, them, Devil!" Thefe are 

and frequently precludes the bad phrafes of the better fort 

intended effedt. Yet, after of much worfe. I fpare the 

all, I muft confefs, the no- authors,. and quote nobody: 

tion of furprizing people into but every one knows where 

faith and obedience doth not to find them, 

feem to me to comport well We have divines, wlio, 

with a fyftem of truth and juftly offended with this me- 

argument. The introduction thod, go into the other ex- 

of application by tranfition treme, and make no applica- 

is beautiful 1 becaufe it is na- tion at all. Mr. Huffey's 

tural; and, if pagan rheto- book, entitled Gofs operations 

ncians make a rule, and an of grace: but no offers of grace, 

art, and a merit of convinc- is written' exprcfsly again ft 

ing and perfuading an audi- applications. ." Where doc- 

ence without apprizing them trines of ChfiH have been 

that they intend to do fo, fpied out, they have been 

they make a great noife about prefently . inurder'd, or 

- - - Nothing. knockt down, by "* {hooting 

from 



whom it is addreffed- the defcription of the nation 
not defirable*~thQ mercy of God in calling thefe 
finners to repentance, &c. the whole may very ufe- 
fully be turned into practice, and we may enter 
upon that ferious felfoxamination, which the pro- 
phet commands. (2) 

The 



from the {hiking horfe of ufe moft as often as any men 

and application. Ah ! vile into perfonal application, ef- 

doings among foul-murder- pecially in difcuffing certain, 

ers ! and text-murderers ! who favourite points of divinity, 

go and let out the life of a This remark is abundantly 

text, and kill it upon the verified in Mr. Hufley's ma- 

fpot." Glory of Chrift. Intro- nufcript fermons, a hundred 

~du&. S. 3 1 . page 1 1 . of which, I fuppofe, I have 

Mr. Huffey's defign, and read ; and, I think, I could 

that of other divines, who exemplify it plentifully, were 

have adopted his method, it neceflary, from printed fer- 

was to fecure to the holy fpi- mons of others of his judg- 

rit the fole glory of convert- ment on the article of appli- 

ing and fanftifying the fouls cation, 

of the eleft : - but other (2) Examine yourfehes. 

preachers, who ufe fober ap- Zeph. ii. i. Our translation 

plications, are equally zea- has ir, Gather yourfehes toge- 

lous to preferve the glory to ther, yea gather together} Q 

'God ; and, if the latter may nation not dejired. The French 

not ufe application left they is, Epluckez -vow, lift, or 

Ihould rob God of the glory examine^ confider with atten- 

of fanflifying the heart, af- tion. 

furedly the former may not t^ti^pj recollegit, excuflit, 

ufe explication, left they mould inquifivit juxta Kimchium 

deprive God of the honour proprie eft, ftipulas colligere, 

of enlightening or informing id fit ac.curata fcrutatione, 

t\&jnind. In both, the means hinc dicitur de qualibet dili- 

are ours, the bleffing his. genti inquifitione excutite 

After all, fome have obferved vos ipfos iterum excutite. 

thefe doftrinal divines, who Buxtorf. 

afFecl to difcharge theif office Scrutamini vos ipfos, et/cru~ 

fully by narrating and reafon- tamini. Firft, examine and 

;ng, and rejecl: perfuafion, reform yourfelves, then exa- 

fhould net forget, that rea- mine and reform others.* 

ibning is perfuafionand Examine, again and again 

that they themfelves flide al- examine. 

a- 
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The fame may be faid of i Cor. xi. 28. Let a 
n examine bimfelf, andfo t let him eat of that bread, 
and drink of that cup j for, laying afide all theolo- 
gical obfervations, you may aftually enter upon 
felf examination. (3) 

This 



nation wt dcTired. Non 
amabilis non amata non 
defiderabilis . Hieron. Nul- 
lius pudoris. .Grot. Thou 
unblufhing, unlovely nation, 
enriched with- mercies, but 
infenfible to all. 
nation not defining* Po- 
pulus non volens convert! ad 
legem. Jonathan. Non ob- 
ftantibus mandatis, monitio- 
nibus, promiffis, et minis, 
vel nullo, vel non fatis va- 
lido defiderip moventur. 
Mardius.Q infenfible na- 
tion, not even defifing to be 
reformed. Cecceius. 

(3) Enter upon examination* 
f this kind is a fermon of 
Saurin, preached at Rotter- 
dam on new-year's day 1727, 
from Pfalm xc. iz. So teach 
Us to number our days that <we 
may apply oar hearts unto <wif-. 
dam. He begins thus, " By 
what privilege does this 
church nouriih fo many mem- 
bers in its bofom, to affift in 
the folemnity of this day, 
and to compofe an afiembly 
fo numerous ? By what pri- 
vilege are you with your chil- 
dren, friends, fellow-citizens ? 
not all for the mourning, 
which covers fome of you, 
wlls me, death has taken 

VOL, II. 



away one part the laft year, 
&c." Having finifhed his 
exordium, by briefly obferv- 
ing the relation the words as 
a prayer of Mofes had to the 
Ifraelites, and by addreffing 
a (hort prayer to God to fuc- 
ceed his endeavours, he fays, 
" Let us apply this to our 
life, which is fo much like 
that, which the Ifraelites 
pafled in the defert, let us: 
firft reckon our days., And 
2dly, Attend to the conclufi- 
ons, which wifdom drawsfrom 
the account." Firft, He rec- 
kons thofe days wherein we 
feel neither good nor evil, joy 
nor forrow, and in which we 
praftife neither vice, nor 
virtue, and which he calls 
days of vanity, thefe he num- 
bers and compares with days 
of reality. Secondly, He 
numbers our days of ad-ver- 
Jtty with thofe of profperity. 
Thirdly, He compares our 
days of wearinefs, and difeufl, 
with our days of/o^and plea- 
fure. Fourthly, He com- 
pares thofe devoted to the 
world, with thofe dedicated 
to religion } and finally reckons 
to what the whole amounts. 
" I fuppofe, fays he, the de- 
votion, of this day has col- 
T c leftecl 
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This manner, well and wifely difpofed,- 
ing proper oecafiqns, will produce (as 1 have elfe- 

where 

lefted eighteen' hundred per- thefe eighteen hundred pes- 
fons to this exercife.- 1 reduce fons to fix claffes. 

The firft of perfons between 10 and 20,-^ -530^ 

The fecond between 20 and 30, 440. 

The third between 30 and 40, 345^ 

. The fourth between 40 and 50, > 255.- 

The fifth between 50 and 60, i<& 

And the laft of thofe of 60 years and upwards about ycr.- 

1800.- 

According to the reckoning very graces become hurtfnl,o? 
of fuch as purfue thefe inqui- the means of infpiring them 
ries, each of thefe claffes with pride, prefumption, and 
muft furnifh a tribute of ten felf-complacence. " The de- 
perfons this year to death, ceitful balances of the world'? 
and upon this principle there adds he, which the fcripture 
muft die this year fixty of calls abominable^ are very dif- 
my hearers, upon the fame ferent from thofe, which the 
principle in ten. years there, juftice of God : ufes to weigh 
vvill remain only 1270 of our adtions-; let us not con- 
thefe 1800 perfons. In 20 tent ourfelves with a conduft 
years there will remain but outwardly regular, let us ex- 
830. In- 30 only 480. In amine whether the eflence of 
40 but 230. In 50 but 70." piety be in our fentiments, 
He then pafles to the conclu- and aftions. Let us make 
fions, which wifdom draws, this examination in regard 
and maintains the applicato- to God', ourfelves* and our 
ry turn to the end. Tom. xii. neighbours. Firft, Do you 
fur le compte des jours. loVe to fufFer for Goaf/ 1 Should 
Of this kind alfo is a fer- you believe all his myfteries, 
mon of Fenelon on. true and your facrifice would be.im- 
folid piety. The text is Ifai. perfeft, if your will remained^ 
xxxviii. 15. I Jball go foftly unmortified. In vain you 
all my years in the bitternefs follow Jefus Chrift, unlefs 
of my foul. He begins by you carry the crofs with him, 
obferving how n.eeeflary it is in vain you hope for his 
for finners to make an exal glory, and kingdom, unlefs 
fcrutiny of their , fins, that you partake of his reproaches 
they may humble themfelves and fufferings, &c. Second- 
before God, and even for ly, Are you difpofed to die 
the greateit faints, left their to be united for ever to 

Chrift? 
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where faid) an excellent effeft : but always remem- 
ber on this rule, that in ufmg this method fome- 
thing fearching, and powerful muft be faid, or it 
would be better let alone, (4) 

We 

Chrift ? There is I know not our prudence carnal policy ? 
what fecret infidelity in our Thirdly, Is not our devotion 
hearts, which ftifles all thefe the effeft of our humour ? 
fentiments. Who, to fee the Fourthly, Is not our charity- 
pains we take to render this amufement, our friendlhips 
life long, and agreeable, who vain and irregular? . 
would believe, we expect ano- Thirdly, Let us examine 
ther % perfectly happy, and in regard to our neighbour. 
eternal ? The hope of feeing Firft, The Foundation of 
Jefus Chrift, that amiable peace with all men is humi-. 
and confolating object, &c. lity, do we humble ourfelves 
Thirdly, Are we glad to be to each other? Secondly, 
employed in the fervice of Do we perform any good 
God ? That is to fay, do we works for one another ? 
feel a fincere joy, when we Finally, Can you fuffer? If 
pray, and meditate in his you have a lively faith, and- 
prefence ? Prayer is the mea- ftrong love, the world will 
lure of our love, he, that blame and tempt you, and if 
loves much, prays much, he, pofiible prevent your enjoy- 
that loves little, prays little, ing the tranquillity of the 
he, whofe heart is clofely Hate; friends and enemies 
united to God, has no greater will appear in concert to airn 
confolation than that of en- at the ruin of your pious de- 
joying the prefence of the figns, the very people, with 
.objeft he loves, &c. 4. Are whom you are united to glo- 
we determined to give our- rify God, will in a manner 
felves up difmtereftedly to tempt you, different humours 
God? Do we regard the care and prejudices will try you, 
of his providence as our beft their defects and yours will 
refource? Whence is it, that perpetually jar, unlefs, &c.'* 
fo many people undertake Oeu ! vresphilof,totfi.ii,p.,^j t 
good works without fuccefs? edit. Amfl, 1731. 
It is becaufe they undertake (4) Application prodifces ex- 
them without faith, it is be- eelkwt ejfcfls. There feem to 
caufe they do not renounce me .three eflentials of a good 
themfelves, &c. applicatory fermon. i. A 
Secondly, Let us examine fileft fubjeft wifely and judi 
wrfehes. Firft, Is not our cioufly adapted to the ftate 
Seal imprudence i 3. Is not of the hearers addrelled.^. 

Tt 2 *. A 
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We will exemplify one of the texts, which 
may be difcufled by way of perpetual application, 
Let us take St. Paul's words to the Philippians, 
Work out your own fahation-, with fear and trembling 
Begin with a tender exordium, lamenting the con- 
dition of mankind, that fo few know the truth -, 
for there is almoft an infinite number, to whom it 
is not preached, who are left in the thic^eft dark-, 
riels ; almoft ari infinite number, to whom it is 
preached, who corrupt it with errors and fuper- 
ilitions, and who almoft never hear it but with a 
confufed mixture of falfhoods and human inven- 
tions-, almoft an infinite number of fueh as know 
it clearly. : but yet neglect it, and by their negli- 
gence preclude the admirable fruits, which it ought 
. 'to 



2. A temper in the preacher, tending to divert attention^ 
while he difcufies it, freefrom and the prefence of whatever, 
anger, and fournefs, and tends to excite it, are hecef- 
every other bad difpofition, fary on thefe occasions. A 
and breaking out all along prodigious fat prieft in a cer- 
\vith the difcuffion fo as to tain parifh, on a faft day af- 
free the auditors from all fuf- cended the pulpit with a good 
picion of malice or collufion, ferm9n and an honeft heart, 
and to overpower them with I dare fay: but he produced 
a full perfuafion, that the only rifibility in his hearers 
jttinifter' fincerely aims to through innocent exterior 
promote their felicity. To circumftance. His foul feemed 
reprove is. to break a bone, buried alive in fat many a 
or to lay on a blilter, and fathom deep, his mouth 
tender fkill is eflential to the pointed aboee the oppofite 
operation. liow many juft gallery, his eyes rolled to- 
leproofs have loft all their wards the cieling, when forth 
force by the imprudence of from collops of fat came 
him, who gave them! 3. thefe words, " Coloflians 
A conformity of exterior cir- the third-chapter, and^the 
$umftances. .A certain negli- fifth verfe mortify therefore 
gence of drefs, a certain in- jour members which-. are~< 
attention to ftyle and method,, upon ike. earth" - - On afafl 
atifence of every thing day the; worthy man mould 

'' 
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to produce. Having expreffed aftonifliment that 
fofew will be fayed, and finally having Ihewed the 
true caufes, why fo few apply to it in the manner 
they ought, the exordium mult be finimed by an 
exhortation to profit by this time of our calling, 
and not when we go out of the world to have to 
afk lourfelves what we have been doing in it j and 
to reproach ourfelves with having "abufed the 
patience and mercy of God. Let us NOW work our 
falvation with fear, find trembling^ &c. This ex* 

ordium 



have read -prayers. How all in giving fornetimes fuck 
would he have flume in this tender touches as may foften, 
part of he litany; "That and deeper gafties fuch as 
it may pleafe thee to give and may awaken his hearers? 
preferye to our ufe the kindly fuch an eloquence as makes 
fruits of the earth, fo as in the hearers look grave, and 
due time we may enjoy them." as itwerp out of couptenance, 
Bp. Burnet fays, "Great is the propereft. aft, care. 
judgment muft be ufed to chap. 9. 
make applications fall the Adapting the matter to 
heavieit, and lie thelongeft the audience at court in Harry 
on fuch particulars as may the VIII. days, had like to 
be within the compafs of the have conveyed honeft Lati-r 
auditory : directions concern- mer from the pulpit to the 
jng high devotion to a ftupid tower, but his fimple apology 
ignorant company, or of ge- faved him. " I had been a 
nerofityl and bounty, to a very dolt to have preached 
very poor people; againft fo, at the borders of your 
pride and ambition to fuch realme, as I preache before 
as are dull and low-minded, your grace. I never thought 
are ill-fuited and fo muft have myfelf worthy, nor I never 
little effeft pn them. The fupd to be a preacher before 
application muft; be clear and your grace, but I \vas called 
jhort, very weighty and free to it, and would be willing 
pf every thing that looks like if yop miflike me to give 
the affectations of wit, and place to my betters ; but if 
p'loguence; here the preacher your grace allowe me for a 
mult be all heart and foul, preacher, I woulde defire 
defigning the good of his your grace, to geve me leave 
people.If he is matter of to difcharge my conference.'* 
eloquence he is to employ it Larimer's J 
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ordmm muft be rendered lively and agreeable, and 
executed fo that it may awaken the hearer, and 
obtain a particular attention. (5) 

This 

(5) In appHcatory fermons, which is a finilhed piece? 

you jfhould endeavour to obtain His friends had all aflured 

a particular attention. Here, him, it was an\ excellent tra- 

if any where, the preacher gsdy, and they had great 

fhould addrefs the eyes, and reafon for faying fo. Truft- 

ears of his auditors, as well ing to their judgment, 1 he 

as their reafon for to hear gave it Moliere's company to 

truths, which directly addrefs act. What followed ? It was 

the paffions, delivered in a damned the firft night. Ra- 

cold, life lefs, unaffected man- cine was extremely chagrined 

Her, is enough to make a man at this difappointment, and 

Eiadv Abbe Furetiere tells us reproached his friends with 

a tale not foreign from the either want of judgment, or 

|wrpofe. <* A gentleman at- fidelity. 0, faid they, the 

tended, a certain prince one tragedy is excellent : but 

day to a fermon. The prince Moliere's company excel only 

afked him at his return what in comedy, and they fpoiled 

he thought of the preacher, it in acting. Give it to the 

Loth to fay any thing to the Burgundy-hotel, and, you'll 

preacher's difadvantage, and fee, it will meet with ap- 

BOt being able in confcience plaufe. He followed their 

fo; praife him, he told the advice, and the piece gained 

prince, that his attention was him great reputation. Now, 

diverted from the pulpit by this is my cafe, I compofed 

the behaviour of a young ec- the fermon which you juft 

clefiaflick, who, {landing by now heard. In the opinion 

a pillar near his feat, behaved of connoiffeurs it is a finilhed 

JJke a raving madman. He piece. IJnhappily, I gave it 

wrung his hands he rolled to this vile executioner to 

his. eyes to heaven --he ftamp- 'preach, and fee what effects 

td he exclaimed O / Man- it produced in his ungovern- 

jtsur Racine! / Monjieur ed mouth ! where he mould 

JiacineJWhat could he mean ? have elevated his voice, you 

laid the prince. I aflced him could hardly hear him ; and 

what was the matter, as we in the ibft and tender parts, 

ame out, continued the gen- where he mould have melte4 

tleman, and he faid, What his audience, the beaft bel-. 

fir! did you never hear what lowed like a mad bull. But 

happened to Monfieur Ra- I'll play Monfieur Racine 

. eie's tragedy of Alexander, with, him, I'll take my fer- 
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This being done, you muft obferve, that, wei* . 
you about to treat of thefe words in the ordinary 
way, you could not fail to make feveral reflections! 
on the doctrines, i . On thefe terms your own '/d- , 
vation, which are very weighty, and of great in> 
portance. 2. On St. Paul's command,. that we 
ihould work it out, on which you would have many 
things to fay, and finally on that fear and trew* 
tiling, which muft accompany our labour, for many 
important reflections would alfo arife from that * 
but, you may add, that, laying apart all doctrines, 
which very often ferve only for amufement through 
our levity, your defign is to endeavour to enable 
your auditors to do what St. Paul commands $ and 
to affift them actually to labour during this hour 
devoted to piety to work out their own falvation 
with that fear and trembling which fo great a, 
work demands. (6) 

Here, 

jiion from Kim, and I'll give tion ftould be grave, decent, 

it to fomebody, who knows free, natural, moderate and 

how to pronounce it." Fu- fuitable, without diftortion, 

ntieriana, /.,73- conftraint, or affectation* 

One of 0-ur writers on this All rules of preaching are 

fubjeft obferves, " There are reducible to four heads. If 

two extremes in the 'voice, fhould be plain prafticdl 

The one is a drawling did- methodical affeftionate" 
*/}, which fhews unconcern- Glanvil's EJ/ay on preach* 
ednefs and want of zeal. The ing, parti* 

other is a- & onerous noifc, (6) Enable your auditors ft 

which argues rudenefs, and work out their own fal*vation * 

want of modelty and man- This way of preaching has of 

ners. There are alfo two ex- late been almoft totally laid 

tremes in vfiion. Some are afide by many pious men, 

mimicali fantaftical, and vio- under a miftaken notion of 

lent; this is rude and irre- its incongruity with the doc- 

verent. Others ftand like trine of decrees. I will not 

images, and preach without venture to fay, it is confident 

any motion at all; this is with their notions of the 

and unnatural* Mo- decrees : but I trull I may 

be 
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Mere* beeaufe the fubjctb is . pradical,- and on& 
Would wilh. to open all avenues to confidence, and 
effectually to move the hearer, it would not be 
improper (after making a kind of divifion into 
three parts, the firft of which mould be fome con- 
fiderations on our ownfahation. Secondly, the ads 
by which we work it out. And laftly, the fear and 
trembling with which thefe acts are accompanied.) 
to put up a fliort prayer to God in form or a wife, 
brief, but lively, that it may pleafe him to blefs 
this fermon, and to give us all neceffary power to 
enable us to let about the work of our falvation, 
that it may be much forwarded, before we go out 
of the affembly. (7) , . 

After 



Be allowed to fay without of- as well as tif his works of 
fence, it is perfectly agree- nature, and moral govern- 
able to the fcripture doftrine riient : and, if any obje&or 
of decrees, for this plain demand confiftency, to fay, 
reafon : the fame fcripture, 1 know theMeJJias cometh, who 
which teaches the one, ex- is. called Cbrift, and <whert he 
emplilies the other ; and he, comes he 'will tell us all things* 
who from all eternity fore- (7) It is not improper to 
faw, and fore-ordained (which put up a Jhort prayer to Gad. 
when we fpeak of God is the Some preachers do this con- 
fame thing.) what would be Handy, others only on par- 
the end of all things, for- ticular occafions. Foreign, 
a ally declares, that, as be preachers afford many beau- 
lives, be dejiretb not tlte death tiful patterns. Here follow 
of n Jinner : but bad 'rather a few. 
that he foould turn and live. Dominus Deus adfit nobis 
For this purpofe he orders fpiritu fuo ! Concio I. J)i* 
his miniftera. to bid to the dai. Focconis. 
marriage as many as thtyfindj Deus, pater omnis confo- 
^nd even compel them to come lationis, largiatur nobis vi- 
z', that his boufe-tney be filled, vificam fpem omnis confola- 
It would become minifters tionis, faciat que ut corda 
to do all his commands <with~ noftra valde exfultent, et 
out murmuring and -without clangant, ad ejus gloriam, et 
difyutirjg, to leave to God noftri omnium falutem ! 
the harmonizing of his word, Concio I. Confolatoria. 

Adfit 
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After this preparation, the firft thing you may, 
fay, which I befeech you to meditate on, is, that 
God has had fo much compaffion for us as to pre- 
pare a fahation. We were his enemies, and he 
has mercifully propofed reconcijiation. We were 

dead, 



Adfit nobis Jehova fpiritu 
fuo fandto, et hanc gratkm 
nobis largiatur, ut hanc par- 
tem folide explicemus, et 
doflrinam, quze ex ea emanat, 
obfervemus ad commodum 
nollrum. Amen. Con. II. 
Dehortatoria, 

The bifhop of Bellai in 
France ufed to fay, " Two 
things furprized him, the one, 
that the Roman Catholics, 
who fay the bible is a very 
obfcure book, fo feldom ex- 
plain it in their fermons ; 
and the other, that the pro- 
teftants, who affirm it is as 
clear as the day, mould do 
nothing but explain it in 
their churchgs." This re- 
mark is not altogether im- 
proper ; in fome reformed 
churches, as well as in the 
popifh church, fermons are 
almoit ihut out to make room 
for long liturgies, and the 
defence of them takes up the 
remaining ftiort time, that 
ought to be applied to the 
explication of the oracles of 
Gol. In fome other com- 
munities, long and perpetual 
preaching almoft excludes 
prayer. This is notorious 
in the I aft .prayer, which is 
generally too ihort: but 
which might be rendered 
VOL, II, 



very edifying, were the 
preacher to recapitulate and 
pray over the chief heads o 
his fermon. See Bibliot. anc. 
et mot/, torn. xiv. 1720. 

Our preachers fay often in 
their fennons May God 
blefs. this word to our edifi- 
cation ! Lord! write this 
truth on'our hearts ! Bleifed 
fpirit fan&ify our attention ! 
O thou, who knoweft our, 
infufficiency, affift us we be- 
feech thee ! c. &c. &c. 

"Superftition (faysVoltaire) 
is to religion what aftrologf 
is to aftronomy, a very fooliih 
daughter of a very wife mo- 
ther; thefe two daughters, 
adds he, have a long time 
en/laved the whole world, '* 
True : but in avoiding fuper- 
ftition let us take care of 
atheifm. Our anceftors feem- 
ed to think themfeJves in an 
enchanted world, and one of 
our graveft hiftorians at the 
Reformation attributes the 
lofs of an Engliih fleet in a 
ftorm to the necromancers of 
tie Frencbe kynge ; and hence 
thofe numerous exorcifms in 
religious worlhip, whereio it 
was hard to fay whether God 
or the devil were invoked. 
The reformation awoke men 
as out of a dreaaj, who, per- 

u ce-iviog 
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dead, and he has prepared a refurrection for us. 
We were plunged into an abyfs of mifery, and he 
has, kindly ftretched out his hand from on high to 
help us. Salvation confifts in benefits inexpreffi- 
ble, of immenfe value, which we cannot lufficiently 
cfteem ; for they muft be proportioned to the worth 
of the blood of Jefus Chrift who merited them. 

This 



ceiving how they had been they liftened to the preacher, 
impofed on, thought they at leaft they would not retain 
could -never get far enough a fenfe of its tiecejjtty on their 
from ignorance and fuper- minds, directs to a fhort pe- 
ftition, till, not knowing^ tition here, and he has The 
where to Sop, we are fallen' fanction of able preachers to 
into downright infidelity and confirm the rule. Here fol- 
irreligion. Compare our low examples. " The defcent 
modern Engliih hiftorians of the fpirit is the -myftery of 
with Rollin, and other fo- which 1 am to fpeak to dayr- 
feign writers on this head, but as we cannot fee light 
and it will foon appear, that without light, fo neither can 
infidelity is our fafhionable we fpeak of the fpirit of God 
crime, and thas the late Mr. without the fuccours of the 
Hervey complained but too fame fpirit. Without him 
juftly, that in fuch a voyage every heart is intractable, 
-as Lord Anfon's fo many fine every word unfruitful,, with- 
bpportunities were loft of ac- out him every preacher 
Icnovrledging the mighty God preaches in- vain j without 
in the gceat deep. This is a him every hearer is infenfi- 
fingle inftance : but it is a ble to the truth, even though 
true Tpecijpen of the whole, he hear it, let us then ad- 
Whatever hiltorians, or phi- drefs our prayers together to 
lofophers may do, leaft of all, him, &c." Flecbierfer, torn. 
furely, can divines avoidy^/- ii. pentecote. 
ting the Lord always before "In vain we form the wife 
at, particularly in the pul- defign of redeeming future 
pit. Is it not an article of time, if we have not time to 
our faith, that without him execute it. O God ! our 
<VJB can do nothing? Our au- times aye in thy hand, thou 
thor would inculcate this, needeft only fay to thefe 
and well knowing that, ruortals, Return ye fans of 
prayer before fcrmon being men, and all rhefe bodies 
ended, the people would dif- now alive and in motion 
penfe with divine hclpwhile will become carcafes without 

motion, 
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This blood, which has acquired them for us, is 
of all things in the world the moft facred and va- 
luable, and yet the moft mournful and affecting. 
Enter then; I intreat you, with me into this me- 
ditation. Whence is it, we take fo little pains 
about that, which is fo very important to us ? Sal- 
vation prefents itfelf every day to us as a rich trea- 
furc, coming from the bofom of eternal mercy, as 
the divine and incomparable produdioa of the 
bloody death of the Son of God. It is a vefTel, 
which prefents itfelf to us in this ad fhipwreck, 
that we have made. Yet we do not think about 
it, and when we reflect on the little attention, that 

we 

motion, and without life,'and Saur. ferm, on the prefence of 

all our defigns will be un- GoJ, torn, vii. 
fuccefsful. Leave us only to "Thou great God ! God 

our own vanity, and the va- of love! blefs extraordinarily 

pour of our life will diffipate, this holy work! root out of 

and lofe itfelf in the air. Suf- our hearts this, lo-ve of the- 

pend thine order great God world, which is enmity againjl 

in favour of this aflembly of tbee ! grant us grace tofeek 

penitents! preferve this va- firjl the kingdom of God, and 

pour a little longer! grant bis right eoufnefs, and deign 

each of us a little more time, at length, according to thy 

that we may recover what promife, to, add all other 

we have loll ! O grant we things unto us. Amen !'.' Su- 

may think on our ways and re- perville, tt>}n. i. (sr. 6. 
tunno thy teftimnies. Amen," .Thus Maffillon in his fer- 

Sanr. ferm. on redemption of mon on the ambition of the 

'lime, torn, viii, clergy, after the exordium^ 

" My brethren, let usfeek " May it pleafe Jefus Chrid, 

the preience of God with all my brethren, that truths fo 

the application, let us de- important, may fall upon 

mand it with all the ardour, teachable and prepared 

of which we are capable, hearts !" Again, on the ufe 

Let ws fay to our Jefus as of church revenues, after the 

once his difciples did, Lord dwijion, " It remain^, O my 

allde with us, for it is to- God, only with thee to blefs 

wards evening, and the day thefeinftru&ions, and to give 

is far /pent ! God grant this ears to thofe that hear me.? 

fayer may be heard. Amen ! " c fom . i. confer, 

U u z Indeed, 
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we have hitherto paid to the voice of God, who 
hath fo often fpoken to us, we are aftonifhed to find 
ourfelves under fiich extreme* ftupidity. (8) 

That 



Indeed, there is -hardly a pick: but parts highly adapt- 

French fermon to be found ed to touch the heart, 

without this neceflary part. Thirdly, The mercy of 

.A part fo reafonable that, it God is contrafted with our 

is faid', Pericles never fpoke mifery^- the agonies of Chrift 

in public at Athens till he fet againft our i'nfenfibility 

had prayed the gods to direct -the benefits propofed 

him. . againft damage, danger, and 

(8) Our author difcovers death. All this is heighten^ 

great ability in difcuiling rhis ed with the beautiful image 

fubjeft in the applicatory of a fhipwrecked mariner in- 

method. It is extremely de- attentive to a friendly veflel 

licate and difiicult.-r-i, He coming; on purpofe to fave 

makes a judicious choice of him, a veflel freighted with 

topicks, all true, indifputable treafures for him .infinitely 

and of allowed importance.- exceeding all he had loft. 

2. He fele&s that par} of Fourthly, All is foftene4 

each topick, which is belt with melting phrafe-r-Medt- 

adapted to his purpofe, not late, I befeecb you-r-God mer- 

aiming to fay all that could cifully propofes falvation 

be {aid : but only what fuited he kindly ftrelcketb out , his 

,]iis prefent particular view, hand Salvation comes from 

r~3. He makes each article the lofom , of mercy, c. &c, 

project into a ftriking point Thefe are "apes iq tenero 

of view by (onirajl. 4. He Claudii pre dijlces favos po- 

.fupples and foftens theaudir nentes." I allude to the 

tor by a. tender made of expref- fable of Plato's bees. " 

jion. In all he appears a The human paffions are 

in after of ajfimblies faftening fources of eloquence, and nq 

nails in a j lire plac^ I allude minifter can poffibly excel in 

to Eccl. x'ii. 11. this part of pulpit eloquence, 

Firll, The topick here is unlefs his own afFeclions be 

falvation, the impi.rtans wifii thoroughly moved. The 

t)f every human foul. chriftian pafior, of all mea 

Secondly, Salvation is con r in the world, fliould have an 

fjclered as Springing from affeclionate heart. When 

mercy flowing through me- he preaches thus, it is the 

d ia tor ia \llsnd and bringing fhepherd in fearch of his 

along with it an ocean of rich ftrayed Iheep, the father ia 

faiefiisi parts only of the to- purfujt of his loft child. Js 

" 
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' That we may the better perceive the importance 
of this falvation, and the neceffity of attaching 
ourfelves to it, methinks, we need only turn our 
eyes a little to the miferable ftate of thofe, who 
neglect it during the whole courfe of their lives, 
and at length go out of the world without having 
at all employed themfelves about it. Behold ! I 
befeech you, what a great number of unbelieving 
and profane fmners there are in the world ! Would 
you choofe to be of their number ? One is a 
giddy young creature, whofe head is full of no-. 
thing but pranks, and miftakes. Another is an 
old mifer, who has filled his hcufe with extortions 
and iniquities. A third is a proud and cruel wretch, 
who delights and glories in violence and blood like 

* O 

a wild beaft. A fourth is a fly hypocrite, who 
never appears in the world unmafked, who never 
goes out but to fet ihares, nor ever ftirs but to de-r 
ceive the fimple, a notorious impoftor, who thinks 
only how he may impofe on the whole world. Ano-r 
ther is a filthy epicure, always drowned in wine, or 
immerfed in fenfual pleafures, a fwine whofe foul 
is buried in flelh, and who thinks of nothing but 
how to invent new pleafures. (9) 

11 ,How 

it poflible for ftatues to dif-r able images. Scripture and 

charge this part of neceflary profane writers exemplify the 

duty ! As well might a mar- method. In general, we. may 

ble parent fupply the place previously obferve, on the 

of a real one. one hand, that purity and. 

(9) A proud and cruel man fimplicity of manners are ge- 

-,- is a wild beaft an epi- nerally accompanied with a 

fare - - is #. fixing. Our blunt, rough, rank fpeech; 

author's aim is to excite ha- and, on the other., that de-r 

tred of fin, pride, intempe- pravity of manners generally 

ranee, and fo on, To do hides itfelf under an affe&ed 

this, laying afide a falfe fi- refinement and delicacy of 

nical delicacy, he expofes fiyle. The o}d prophets 

unde,r difagfer fpoke. b.luntly : bttt they were 

very 
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How many abyffes has vice opened to ingulph 
mankind ! Into how many ihapes does it transform 
itielf to iurprize and deftroy them ! Sometimes it 
appears under the beautiful vail of riches and gran- 
deurs, 



very- holy. Modern courtiers 
fpeak refinedly : but they 
are behind the curtain ex- 
tremely vicious. Here and 
there indeed a bold libertine 
is an exception, to this rule. 

S. Jude calls the wicked 
Irute leajts, verfe 10. 2 Pet. 
ii. 12. S. Peter refembles a 
backflider to a dog turning 
again to his own vomit ; a 
Jaw that was nuajhed wallow- 
ing in the mire. 2 Pet. ii. 22.' 
The Lord likens the luke- 
Yv-arm to an emetic, and fays, 
I will fpne tbse out of my 
mouth. Rev. iii. 16. The 
prophet likens the Jews to a 
brazen, fcolding, proftitute, 



a meer billingfgate, 
doft 'the work of an, imperi* 
ous wborijh woman. Ezek. 
xvi. 30. He compares nati- 
onal fubfidies to the gifts of 
a rake to his miftrefs, verfe 
33. All nafty images ex- 
preffive of a filthy people, 
whofe vices rendered them 
objects of general abhor- 
rence. 

In this view, we do not 
wholly approve of Ariftotlc's 
rule. He fays, Tropes Ihould 
be taken from agreeable 
things. (E.het. iii. 2. 4.) Nor 
can we with the archbifhop 
of Cambray wholly reject the 
propriety of Horace's line, 



Profcripti regis Rupili ^aj-atque venenum. 



For, at this rate, unjuft ac- 
taons, and odious perfons 
could never be expofed by 
imagery, agreeable images 
cannot colour 'disagreeable 
objects, and to be denied 
the ufe of the latter would 
deprive an orator of one 
mean of perfujifion. How- 
ever, we allow the rule 1 in 
general, and think great caur 
tion neceffary in the agree- 
able ufe of difagreeable 
images. 

If it be neceflary afterfcrip- 
ture to add human authority, 
the following may be fub- 
joined, " Sin vile fu argu- 



mentum et fervile, metaphors 
quoque tahs erunt, veluti 
jterquilinium publicum pro for- 
dido lenone Laberius vecu- 
lam imoudicam et morofam ' 
vocavit grunaieniem fcrofam 
Lucius Porsponius ftultum 
quendam comicum irridens 
vocat comicum commiQilem t 
hoc eft dignum, in quem 
canes meiant." Etaan. T'be- 
faur. orat. de metaph. cap, 
viii. 

" Qui in ilatuas mortuo- 
rum feviunt fimiles funt ca* 
nibui^ qui faxum mordent, 
non ilium, qui projecit." 
Plato. Rep- v. 
' Piebs 
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deurs, fometimes under the agreeable charms of 
fenfual pleafures, fometimes under the juftice of 
iupporting. one's own interefts and fatiating a juft, 
revenge, fometimes under the reafons we have tt> 
envy another's profperity, fometimes under the 
idea of the joy of fucceeding in a lawful enterprize, 
or under an idea of the mame of not fucceeding 
in what we have undertaken. In Ihort, fin is a 
Proteus changing itfelf into a thoufand mapes, or, 
if you will, a ferpent twifting itfelf a thoufand 
ways to flide into men's hearts, in order to prevent 
their thinking about their falvation, (i) 

Moreover, if you caft your eyes on this part of 
the world, which appears the moft civilized and 
refined, you will fee people fo immerfed in an al- 
moft infinite number of occupations perpetually 
employing them, that there does not remain a 
moment to think of the molt important matters. 
Some are wrapt up in the ftudy of human fci- 
ences, and others in worldly employments. Each 
gives himielf up entirely, and none remembers 
that piety and the fear of God ought to be a 

pro- 

" Plebs eft limilis naufean- next day in open court. Cic. 

iibus, qui alimenta fua eji- PbiL'z. 
ciunt." Detnofthenes. (l) Sin difgnifes and varies 

"Poefise{lfimilis_/0m<zy- i'tjelf, Man cannot, it is al- 

venilif nam fi haec defloruit, lowed, purfue evil under the 

etifta numerum amifit, utra- idea of evil: he purfues it 

que caret gratia." Demof- under the notion of good. 

thenes. Hence deception is eflential 

" Oratores nutricibus funt to the empire of fin. This 

fimiles, quse cibos iplse de- is carried on various ways 

. vorant, fali'va autem -pueros as by giving vices the -names 

inungunt" Democrats apud of virtues by propofing fin-' 

Arifl. Rbet. iii. 4. ful purfuits partially, Sic, &c. 

, See how Cicero defcribes It is glorious to religion to 

Anthony the younger, who require nothing but expofure 

had got fo drunk at the wed- to recocunKnd it. 
ding of Hippies as to vomit 
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profeffion common to them all. Piety does hot 
hinder lawful employments : but it rdhains them 
within proper bounds, that itfelf may "not be hin- 
dered by them. (2) 

To thefe confederations you may add another, 
which more immediately regards good 'people, that 
is, the fmall number of believers, who in a manner 
are feparated from the world to ferve God. It is 
certain, that, at what diftance foever we are re- 
moved from the world, and it's vanities, we have 
yet too much communication with worldly things, 
on which account we fhould look upon our falva- 
tion as in perpetual danger of being torn from us. 
We are, I grant, feparated from the worldly by 

the 

(2) Piety '(foes .not hinder Young people fhould be 

lawful employments. This ar- exhorted to excel in their fe- 

ticle ihould be thoroughly veral profeffions, religion is 

inculcated among young honoured by it, and an old 

people under firft religious calumny is wiped off. Pba* 

impreffions. When the light raohfaid,.Te are idle, ye are 

of religion firft breaks in. idle, therefore ye fay, Let us go 

upon a benighted foul, it and do facrifice to the Lord, 

difcovers fo many great and Exod. v. 17, The king faid t 

glorious objedls, that a little Ye, Mofes' and Aaron, binder 

human mind is apt to be the people from their works. 

abforbed in them. It is the v. 4. S. Paul exhorts to what 

fame under great diftrefs, and we recommend, Titus iii. 8. 

in high enjoyments. My 14. See page n, of this vo- 

keart is fmitten fo, that I lume. For this reafon fome 

forget to eat wy bread. Pfal. of us preach lectures in vil- 

cii. 4. The difciples had for" lages on week-days at five in 

gotten to take bread. Mat. the morning, before poor 

Mvi. 5. The woman left her people go to work, and at 

^water-pot, and went her way. feven in the evening, after 

John iv. 28. He, that was they have done, and induf- 

htale/L, wift not who it was. trious people find leifure to 

John v. 13. Jofeph and his attend them: but unlefs they 

mother- knew not of it. Luke excel in bufmefs all day. 

Hi, 43. /, Daniel, was mourn' we cannot bid flanderers ds- 

ing three full weeks. 1 ate fiance, 
no pleafant bread^ &c. Dan. 
x. 23-, 
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the profeffion of the gofpel : but do we not yet 
live in a commerce with them in civil life ? and 
are we not confequently always expofed to the 
influence of their bad examples, and "to the falie 
Ihame of feeing ourfelves oppofite in fentiments, 
maxims, and cuftoms to the reft .of mankind ? are 
we not expofed to the flattering baits of their pro- 
mifes, the violence of their threatnings, the de- 
lation of their fophifms and artifices, and in one 
word to an infinite number of temptations arifmg 
from them ? (3) 

Were we, through thefe temptations, prevailed 
en to lay afide the work of our falvation for a time, 
or to labour but negligently at it, our lofs would 
be inevitable. You cannot but fee how neceffary 
it is never to difcontinue the work we have un- 
dertaken, never to relax, but rather to bold faft 
ivhat we have received till the Lord comes. Salva- 
tion can never be obtained unlefs we ftrive againfb 

the, 

(3) We are in danger from they generally produce great 
'worldly connexions, Cafuifts mifery and fcandal. S. Paul 
will diftinguilh thofe con- preferred the company of a 
neftions with bad men, which bad man, who did not pro- 
are neceffary, from others, fefs to be religious, before 
which are arbitrary, depend- that of a loofe living pro feffor 
ing iblely on the will of the of chriftianity. I wrote unto 
chriftiah. Of the iirft fort you not to company with for- 
a re, I. All natural connecli- mentors. Yet not altogether 
ons with parents, brethren, with the fornicatcrs of this 
filters, children, and fo on. world, or with the covetous, or 
2. All civil connections for extortioners, or with idolaters ; 
government, trade, literature, for then mufl ye needs go out 
and fo on. Thefe connec- of the world. But- now I have 
tions are not finful : but they written unto you not to keep com- 
iay be productive of much fan*;, if any- man, that is call" 
n through our imprudence, ed a lira/her, be a fornicator^ 
Arbitrary connections are fin- cjfr. I Cor. v. 9, so, n. See 
1 in themfelves,' they lie a critique on this verfe, vol. i, 
out of the path of duty," and p. 145. 

VOL, II. X x 
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die dream of the world. We muft not only make 
ibme efforts; but wernuft make them perpetually; 
for, if we fufpend or diminifli our efforts ever fo 
little, it will be impofiible for us not to be carried 
away. Sin will gain ground by the leaft negli- 
gence, and confiderably remove us from the end 
we propofe. It is not in this fpiritual work as it 
is in temporal concerns ; we may lay aiide the lat- 
ter for a time without fuffering any damage : but 
as to our falvation, it is certain, the leaft inter- 
ruption is capable of retarding it, and two days of 
fulpenfion will rain more than a thoufand well- 
fpent days can advance. (4) 

Afttr 



(4) Salvation requires con- 3efs fubjefts : but employ 

tlnual efforts. Our Lord's your time and attention to 

language is very remarkable, fecure your own falvation. 

Luke xiii. 24. 'STRIVE to en- 2. The words prove, thaty 

ter in at the ftrait gate. A.yu- be the fecret purpofe of God 

-.?/<&. Erafmus renders it what it may, there is nothing 

Laborate Vatablus has it in it to excufe indolence, or 

.Curtate Lucas Brugenfis pa- to difcourage diligence. Do 

raphrafes it, Enititnini omni- you alk, Are there few that bi 

bus viribus. The word is faved? I have faid, Strait is 

Certainly very expreftive, the gate, and narrow is the 

equal to our Englifh phrafe <wa.y, which leadeth unto life, 

fir am every nerve* or, without and few there be that find it, 

a figure, earn?fl]y employ all Mat. vii. 14. but there is no- 

your powers to obtain eternal thing in this doftrine incon* ' 

happinefs. fillent with llriving : on the 

Our divine*, generally the contrary, it enforces the 

make two practical remarks utmoft diligence, 
on thefe words. i. The The fcripture ufeth a great 

words are an anfwr to a number of ftrong, fignificant 

queftion. One J aid, Lord, terms, fully expreflive of the 

are there few , that befa-vcd? greateil attention. Strive--^ 

To this curious ufelefs labour run wrejik fight 

queftion the Lord replies, give diligence to make your 

Strive to enter.* and fo on.; as calling and ele&jioji fure. 2 

if he had faid, Do not inquire Pet, i. 10* 
Concerning abftrnfe and ufe. 
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After all, fay you, what intereft have we in this 
falvation ? and why muft we quit all things to ap^ 
ply ourfelves to this with fo much -diligence, and 
earneftnefs ? My brethren, to judge rightly of the 
jntereft you have in it, I intreat yon to confider 
ibme few truths, which are not unknown to you, 
although perhaps they have never made all the 
jmpreffion on you, which they ought to have made. 
Remember, then, you muft die, this neceffity is itn* 
pofed on us all, in fo inviolable a manner, that no 
man can poffibly exempt himfelf. Remember, God 
has hid from you, under an impenetrable vail the 
hour of your death, and all that you can know 
is, that your life will be fhort, and that there does 
not pafs one fingle moment, in which your death 
may not happen. You are always in danger, and 
always liable to fome dreadful accident. Remem- 
ber, immediately after your death, you muft be 
obliged to appear and anfwer for the deeds done iq 
}he body before the tribunal of God ; for, as God 
is the governor of the univerfe, and you are not 
pnly one of his creatures, but one of his reafon-* 
.able creatures, for whom he has made laws, and 
prefcribed the bounds and meafures of their duty, 
jhe muft necefTarily he your judge, (5) 

As, 

(5) R ememler, you mu/l die. this fubjeft may be famili- 

Saurin fomewhere fays, he arized till it has no force, 

chofe to introduce death into Sicknefs and death do not 

every fermon, as that fubjeft, -appear to phyfid.ans and fol- 
which was beft adapted to. diers as they do to other men, 

affeft the hearers, and to whofeprofeflions never throw 

fender them tenacious of re.- them in the way of the dying 

ligious impreffions, Moft of or the dead. On this, then, 

Pur matters in Ifrael do fo, as well as on a thoufand other 

fpeeially in their applica* articles, prudence muft guide 

tions, and good effecls are the preacher; nvifdopi is pro~ 

generally produced. It is f table to direfl. Eccl.x. 10. 

notimpoffible, however, that Our author's tranfition from 

X x 2 



As, then, death is inevitable, fo is judgment 
but alas I what judgment! a judgment fo terrible 
that t. Peter reafons in this' manner, If the righ- 
teous ifcarcely befaved where Jhall the wicked and un- 
godly appear? (6) A judgment fo dreadful, that 
finners will cry to the mountains, Fall on us, and to 
the hills. Cover us, hide us from the face of the 
lamb, for the day of his wrath is come. A judg- 
ment fo exact that all our thoughts and all our 
words, all the principles and emotions of our con- 
fciences, all the fecrets of our hearts, our connec- 
tions, ways, ends, artifices, crimes, in general all 
that belong to us mail be difcovered before the 
eyes, and under the hands of our judge, nor can 
any thing efcape the light of his eyes, or the trial 

of 



'death to judgment is natural (6) If the righteous Jcarcefy 

and beautiful, and his choice le JaveiL i Pet. iv. 18. Our 

of thefe plain, eafy articles author very properly applies 

iu an aftplicatory difcourfe this paffage to a future ttate, 

"is agreeable to the nature of at the happinefs of which the 

it; for 'here the preacher righteous arrive with diffi- 

ihoujd felecT: clear, allowed culty, through the. various 

truths, which require little afflictions, perfections,, and 

'or no exercife of judgment temptations, that lie in the 

in the auditor. The heart way : but the words feem 

is to be imprefled, and the literally to belong to the then 

anind mult be relieved from prefent ftate of the church, 

fufpenfe, and engaged by when S. Peter wrote, We 

evidence to aftec! the heart, fubmit the four following 

" In applicatione neceflaria reafons to confideration. i. 

eft ingenii vis et celeritas, The epiftle was written be- 

q-use duas res, qus videntur fere the deftruftion of Jem- 

remota? et diffentaneac, con- falem, and the writer adverts 

ciliat; et porro requiritur much to that expected event, 

fingularis in vocibus et com- 2. The preceding verfe fays, 

'parationibus perfpicuitas, ut the time is come that judgment 

auditor .fine labors veritatem mujl l&gin at the \hvufe of 

et rerum convenientiam ag- God, that is to fay, national 

nofcat." Eman. Tbefaur. de calamities muft overwhelm 

ofat, Metapb, Deception^, u-s along with otj^ country- 
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of his wifdom and equity. Above all, rememberj 
this judgment muft needs be followed with eter- 
nal life, or eternal death, with perfect falvation or 
damnation. There is no medium, between thefe 
things, heaven and hell will then divide the world, 
and they, who .have not the happinefs of hearing 
this comfortable voice, Come ye blejftd of 'my > Father* 
inherit tie kingdom prepared for you., will receive 
this dreadful fentence, Depart ye curfed into everlaft- 
ing firs prepared for the devil and his angels. This 
judgment is fo certain, that the Lord, not content 
only to declare it in his word, gives us fome fore- 
bodings of it in our conferences. What believer 

o 

does not feel every day a. tribunal of God prepared 
.in his heart ?: who does not hear this fecret voice 
demanding an account of his actions, making in- 
quiry into the ufe he has made of benefits receiv- 
ed, of the obedience he has rendered to the law, 
the fruit he has yielded to the gofpel, the improve- 
ment of opportunities, and,,, .in one word, 'of the 
virtues he, has practiied, or the fins he has com- 
mitted ? who is that (inner, however infenfible, 
who does not frequently feel in his heart fome pre- 
fentiments of this judgment ? Do not all the fears 
and terrors, the inquietudes, and remorfes, which 
ufually agitate wicked men, come from hence ? 
We have every one of us thefe prelibations through- 

. ..!. . . . . . OUt 



men, the Jews. 3. The text lowing verfe recommends 

is a quotation from the fep- patience under prejent fuffer- 

tuagint verfion of Prov. xi. ings. Our author's applica- 

31. Behold, the righteous Jhall tion of the paffage to final 

be recompenfed in the earth, judgment is rational ; for, if 

much more the wicked and the prefent afflictions try the 

Jtnnen. S, Peter's fcarcely ^righteous and ... terrify . the 

favedjs /ynonimous to the wicked, what muft the final 

wife man's ' recompenfed in judgment do ? 
EART,H, 4. The fol- 



but they become incomparably ftrongep 
at the approach of death. Then man feels the 
Band, the mighty hand of the omnipotent God 
drawing him to himfelf. Then is he feized and 
forced in fpite' of himfelf before the throne of 
the fovereign judge of the world. In thefe laft 
inoments of life, as the eyes of the body are dark* 
ened, thofe of the mind are enlightened, and, pe- 
netrating into the fecrets of the world to come, dif- 
eover the good or evil confequences, which we 
sroft expect. What dreadful blindnefs is it then, 
4hat, with To much certainty, fo many marks, fo 
many outward and inward teftimonies of this di- 
vine judgment, we mould yet neglet to prepare 
for it, and leave an article fo capital, on which 
eternity :depends, to hazard. (7) 

:0ne of the moil ufeful and admirable powers, 
which, nature has beftowed upon man, and which 
follows reafon, and diftinguilhes man from other 
animals,; is prudence, a fagacity refpefting future 
things. Beafts, which have not received this advan^ 
' 



tage 



(7) Qonftfer judgment. The of 'the righteous '.and the <w:cked s 

fores and., this beauty of this is all made up of thefe plain, 

branch , of our author's ap- affefting articles. -I could 

plication lie in the properties never read his defcription of 

of tlve'tubijecl. :, A judgment the wicked. man's laft mo-r 

fo .terrible a judgment fo ment's without a mixture of 

exaft a judgment ib certain pity and fear. The paffage 

-r-a judgment inevitable a begins with " Alors, le pe- 

judgm'ent that 'iffue's in eternal cheur mourant," and ends 

Jbappin'efs or mifery, this is thus. " " At length, amidft. 

the fubjeft, and thefe the thefe diilreisful efforts, his 

properties of it, which the eyes fix whis features alter f 

\vifdom of God ufes to alarm his countenance is disfigured 

nd 'a'fFeft a finner. How -his livid mouth falls open 

highly fitted to anfwer the of itfelf his whole- frame 

end-! ':.' ' trembles and, by a final 

That incomparable fermon ilruggle, his unhap'pyy foui 

of iVJaflillon, entitled tbefcutl? forts with, reliidance fron\ 
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tage from the hand of nature, only acY afcd dlf* 
play their feeble fenfes about prefent things ; they ; 
walk the way, that offers to their eyes y they eat 
the herb, which they fee, and only move as they 
are inticed by the objects, at which they look: 
but, as they have no knowledge of futurity, they 
are at perfect reft. It is quite otherwife with man, 
his reafon anticipates years, and ages, he fees 
things long before they arrive, he knows them by 
a concatenation of their caufes and effects, and at 
the fame time provides to forward or to frustrate 
them. (8) By this prudential forefight kingdoms 

and 

its habitation of clay, falls die wicked, as you have 
into the hands of God, and lived; your death will re- 
finds itfelf naked at the bar femble your life - - - - - 
of his formidable tribunal. O preclude this mifery by 
Thus, my brethen, do they living the life of the righte- 
die, who forget God through ous." Serm. Avert, 
life ! Thus will you die, if (8) Beafts have no knonv- 
your fins accompany you to ledge of futurity. This ar-, 
your death. Every objecl gument for the immortality 
around you will change, you of the human foul is pret- 
alone will remain the fame tily, urged in the following 
you will die: and you will lines; 

Deep in rich pafture, will thy flocks complain J 
Not fo; but to their matter is deny'd 
To fhare their fweet/erene. Man, ill at eafe, 
In this, not his own place, this foreign field, 
Where nature fodders him with other food, 
Than was ordain'd his cravings to fuflice, 
Poor in abundance, fami/h'd at a feaft, 
Sighs on for fomething more, when moft enjoy*d, 
Is heav'n then kinder to thy flocks, than thee? 
Not fo; thy pafture richer, butrernotej 
In part, remote; for that remoter part 
lyian bleats from inftinfi, tho' perhaps., debauch'd 
^yfefffe, his reafon fleeps, nor dreams the caufe. 
The caufe how obvious, when his reafon wakes ! 
grief is but his grandeur in difguife; 
4ifcQiuent is wmertdity, Nig/.*t $ bought s, N.'f. 

'* Tons 
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and empires fupport themfelves, by this cities and 
families are preierved, and by this all men endea- 
vour, each as far as it is in his power, to procure 
a comfortable condition in this life. (9) Flow then 
comes it to pals, that, while we employ our pru- 
dence fp ufefully about temporal things, we are 
all on a fudden deprived of it, when we mould be 
concerned about the moil important of all future 

things. 



"Touslesautresetres,con 
tens de leur dercinee,paroi{Tent 
heureux, a leur maniere dans 
la fituation oil 1'auteur de la 
nature les a places : les aftres 
tranquilles dans le firmament 
ne quittent pa's leur fejour 
pour aller eclairer une autre 
terre : la .terre reglee dans 
fes mouvemens ne s'elance 
pas en haut pour aller pren- 
dre leur place : les animaux 
rampeat dans les campagnes, 
fans envier la deltinee de 
1'homme qui habite les villes, 
et les' palais fomptueux ; les 
oifeaux fe rejouiifent dans 
les airs, fans penfer s'il y a 
des creatures plus heureufes 
qu'eux fur la terre : tout eft 
heureux rhomme fenl ne 
rencontre rien ici-bas ou fon 
cceur puiffe le fixer, &c. Maff. 
Jur favenir, torn. i. car. 

(9) -By prudent fore fight 
-cities and empires are pre- 
ferred. There are two ge- 
neral caufes of the preferva- 
tion of Hates, the firft are 
internal, and 1 fubfift in the 
Hates themfelves ; thefe may 
be forefeen : but the laft, 
external caufes, cannot be 
forefeen, becaufe they depend 



on an in finite .variety of cir- 
cumftances. The three forts 
of government, monarchy, 
ariftocracy, and democracy 
have others, which refemble 
them, and into which they 
often degenerate, and fo dif- 
iblve themfelves. Monarchy 
may run into defpotifm, ari- 
ftocracy into oligarchy, and 
democracy into anarchy. 
Thole governments, which 
have the ftrongeft confii- 
tutional checks again ft de- 
generacy, are bell calcu- 
lated to perpetuate them- 
felves, and the operation of 
thefe checks may be forefeen, 
and foretold. On thefe prin- 
ciples Polybius, and others, 
foretold the fate of Rome, 
and other Hates. 

On principles fomewhat 
fimilar wife men forefee and 
foretell the fate of indivi- 
duals. Thus Heftor foretold 
the death of Achilles, and 
Patroclus that of Heftor. 
(Horn. II. xvi. 852.xxii. 358.) 
Thefe, and other fuch in- 
ftances of human fagacity, 
muft not be confounded with 
a fpirit of prophecy. 



things, felvation or damnation ? is it not for this 
realbn, that St. Paul, i peaking of worldly men," 
calls them animals ? ( i ) The animal man. fayshe^ re- 
cdveth not the things of the fpirit of God. As if 
he had faid, This man, who for the world teftifies 
that he is truly man, who has fo much induftiy, 
vivacity, and penetration for futurity, and fo 
much iblidity of judgment in the choice of ways 
and means, is yet a brute beaft, a limple animal 
without reafon and without intelligence, when the 
affair of his falvation is in queftion. Let us not 
be of this number, my brethren, let us not fleep 
like the foolilh virgins, while we wait for the bride- 
groom- Jefus Chrift is made unto us wifetom, and 
this wifdom confifts in always having the eyes 
open, and the mind concerned and aclive about 
what muft follow this life, and the means, by 
which we may attain eternal felicity. (2) 

I can- 

(i) ffie natural man, &c f irrational; " the fcripture' 
i Cor. ii. 14. Vbomme ani- does not term men peculiarly 
mal ne comprend point les ' captivated to brutim. affec- 
chofes quifont deDieu. Our tions ^V/JKOI avSpvTroi, na- 
te.xt has it, the natural man, tural men, but ahoya &}& 
(^U-^IKO; cLvdpa&o ) on which <f>u<rniA, 2 Pet. ii. 12. natural 
archbifliop Leighton makes brute beafts. Auftin there- 
this remark. " The apoftle fore expounds it thus/TVat?. 
i Cor. ii. 14. names the man 98. Johan.) animalis homo, 
by his belt part, his foul, i.e. qui fecundom homiriein 
intimating that the foul even fapit, animalis diftus ab'anif 
in the higheft faculty of it, ma, carnalis a came, quia 
the un4erftanding, and that ex anima et carne conftat 
ip the highelt pitch of excel- omnis homo, non percjpit ea 
lency, to which nature can qua? funt fpiritus dei, i. e. 
raife it, is blind to fpiritital Quid gratia credentibus con- 
objects." Seleft works, p. 6. ferat crux Chrifli, &c." Owen 

Mr. Claude does not un- on the fphlt* p. 217. ' 
derit a ndtheapoft!e's v Fy7J^of (2) Jefus Chrijl 'is made 

in fo exalted a fetife :' but unto us \vifdom. \ Cor. i. 30. 

feems to ufe it with natura- The fcope of this place de- 

Jifts for what is common to termines the meaning of .8, 

VOL. II. Y y Paul 
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I cannot help obferving here two illufions, to 
which the greateft part of mankind are fubject. 
Firft, we almoft always imagine, our falvation is 
a very eafy thing, which requires .but very little 
time. * One moment, fay we, is fufficient for con- 
verfion, and a true converfion though wrought in a 
moment is fufficient to fave us. Befide' the time 
of calling is long, it endures till death. This is 
as much as to fay, that, when we have employed 
the bed part of our days in our pleafures and fmful 
interefts, we (hall have time enough to repent and 
be faved. Never was . any thing more falfe or- 
deceitful than this idea .of falvation. I grant, there 
jieeds only a good and fincere converfion in order 
to falvation. Provided it be good and fincere it 
cannot fail of being effectual. I own farther, that 
a true and fincere converfion at the laft hour of 
life is not altogether unexampled. God (hews us 
now and then one, to make us admire the marvels 
of his grace, and the 'depths of his electing love : 
but, granting all this, I beg you alfo to remark 
the following truths. Fir ft, True and fincere con- 
verfions in the laft moments- of life are fo rare, 
that God has left us but one example in all fcrip- 
tu re; and even that example is fingular in its cir- 

cuoi- 



Paul i n tliefe words. In this Greeks, it feemed the povve'r 

chapter the apoftle contem- and thewifdom of God. The 

platt-s three objeds the apoftle tries the caufe in dif- 

jewiih religion that of mo- pute, pionounces in favour 

ra! philofophy of the pagans of the go'ipel, and adduces 

and the '.gofpel, or that eftefts for proofs. The gof- 

body of fcience, which was pel of Chrift is become to us 

taught by jefus Cluift. He both a fyftem of knowledge 

allows the gofpel appeared and a fource of holinefs,. 

fcandalous to fome Jews, and Chrifl is made unto us wifdomt 

ridiculous to fome Greeks, rigbt'eoufnefs t holinefs, and'n- 

yet 10 others, both Jews and demotion. 
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cumftances, h is that of the converted thief. But, 
befides that nothing lefs than a crois, that is, a 
moft infamous and cruel death, was neceffary to 
affect him, there was needed alfo, to work this 
great miracle, the dying prefence of the eternal 
fon of God. It was in that grand action, in 
which our redeemer offered his eternal facrifice for 
the whole world 5 in that action in which he caufed 
the fmoke of his oblation to afcend as it were from 
earth to heaven, in a fweet-fmelling favour to God 
the father; in that action, in which the fun was 
eclipfed, the earth trembled, the graves opened, 
the vail of the temple was rent in twain ; it was, 
I fay, very juft that the Saviour's blood mould 
work fuch a miracle, and that the fpirit of 
grace, to honour the death of the eternal fon of 
God, mould difplay his power in an extraordinary 
manner: but let no one imagine from this ex- 
ample, that it mail be fo with him. Jefus Chrift 
does not die every day, his blood was fhed but 
once, and who told you that what he did in the 
act of his facrifice, he will repeat again every 
day? (3) , 

2. Con- 



(3) The example of, the thief conjectures not fupported by 
ontbecrofs. The converfion holy fcripture are uncertain, 
of the thief on the crofs is a Saurin ftates thefe hiitorical 
credible hiftorical fadt : but, conjectures, endeavours to 
before we can apply this to prove that the two thieves 
the condition of any other were notorious criminals, 
perfon, we muft afcertain who deferved to die, allows 
the true nature of the fa ft, and demonftrates the truth 
and from correfponding cir- of the converfion of one, and 
cumftances prove it a cafe in takes particular care to 
point. Now this is extreme- evince that nothing can be 
ly difficult to do. Monfieur deducted from this man's 
1'illemont has collected many converfion in favour of pro- 
various opinions concerning craftinating. 
the penitent thief: but all '-'-If any thing (fays he) 

Yy 2 feem 



. 35<5 

2, Converfion in the Lift hour is the moft 
fcult thing in the world, the foul is as it were ex- 
. haufted, without- power, without light, without 
vigour ; the heart is bound by a thoufand old ha- 
bits, long ago contracted, and which like fo many 
chains prevent a freedom of action. The con- 
fcienee has long been in a profound lethargy, all 
the doors of the foul are fhut againft ideas of piety, 
and thefe ideas like ftrangers know none of the 
avenues to the heart. In mort the whole man is 
. fo funk in ftupidity, and fo incorporated with the 
world (if I may venture to fay fo.) that the world 
is at it were converted into his own fubftance, 
and become effential to him. By what means then 
ihall a man be brought out of fnch a miferable 
ftate? By -what means then can he be detached 
from all the relations and connections, which he 
. has formed with the. world and its vanities ? I 
know, God can do it, for nothing is impolHble 
-. to him : but for this purpofe there muft be an 
extraordinary fund of grace, a fingular effort of 
the omnipotence of God. If the Lord faid, it 
was eafier for a camel to go through a needle's eye 

than 



feem to invalidate what we who take advantage of every 

have fo often preached againft thing to fortify themfelves 

the delay of your converfion, in corruption, it would be 

it is the example of the pe- needlefs to attempt tb pre- 

nitent thief. This is the in- vent the devil's ufing the ex- 

trenchment, from which the ample of the ivickea thief to 

moft obftinate finners defy us hinder your labouring after 

to force them. Twill tell converfion, becaufe you have 

you, my brethren, what there deferred it fo long, we muft 

is comfortable in this exam- endeavour now to prevent 

pie on your death-beds, his ufing that of the good 

ftould providence caufe me thief to engage you to defer 

to furvive and attend any of the work Hill longer." Ser. 

you: but, while you are fur les dmx Brigands, torn, i. 

well, in this pulpit, to men, fir t xi . 
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than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven: 
how much more may we fay fo of an aid rich man, 

of an old firmer, who has added to the obftacle of 
his riches thousands of vices, and crimes. (4) 

3. I am 

(4) Con<uerjion is difficult in amufe your, penitents with 
a dying illnefs. Saurin adopts deceitful hopes; when a'phy- 
Mr. Claude's juft and necef- fician has exhaufted all the 
fary diftinfiion on this fub- fecrets of his art to reftorc 
jeft and expatiates beautifully the health of his patient, and 
on it. He affirms, there is fees, they are unfuccefsful, 
an ordinary, and there is, an when every fymptom of over- 
extraordinary way of convert- loaded nature publifhes the 
ing afoul. The firft is a rule approach of death, he fays, 
to us : the laft is always open the cafe of his patient is def- 
to God, and his wifdom de- perate, he does not pretend, 
termines when to.make ufe God cannot heal him, he 
of it. " God has eftablifhed does not even pretend to fay, 
laws in nature with the ut- he has never feen a recovery 
moft wifdom, he' has affigned in fuch a cafe, lie fpeaks ac- 
a pavilion for the fun, fixed cording to the ordinary 
fke earth upon pil/ars, and fet courfe of nature, according 
hounds to the fea : yet fome- to the maxims of his art, he 
time's he has been pleafed to fpeaks as a phylician, not as 
pafs thefe laws, to jhake the a twonderivsrker. In like 
earth, to flop the fun, to di- manner, when we fee a man, 
wide the fea, and has difco- who has perfifted thirty,forty, 
vered as much wifdom in vi- fifty years in criminal habits, 
elating the laws of nature as when we fee fuch a man 
in eftablifhing them. In like taken ill and defpairing of 
manner, religion has its laws, life, weep, figh, pray, and 
which wifely eftablifh God's pretend to converfion, we 
ufual way of working : yet fay, his ftate is fufpici- 
fometimes he has been pleafed ous, and infinitely fufpici- 
to difpenfe with thefe laws ous : 'but we fpeak accord- 
ed extend their limits. In- ing to the ordinary laws of 
(lead therefore of judging of religion, and do not mean to 
the general laws of re-ligion exclude miracles, we know, 
by particular examples, you God. is almighty, &c." Sar 
ought to govern your ideas k ren-voi de con-TsrJiun^ torn. it. 
of particular examples by .This diftinftion is nece/- 
thefe general laws. Com- fary to the underlhndijig of 
plaifant directors! Remifsca- many paifages of icnptu're 
iuifts! Publickpcib! who to the difcuiiion of many hif- 
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3. I am not afraid to fay, that the fin of thofc 
who defer their repentance, is of fo aggravated a 
nature, that it renders them altogether unworthy 
of God's extraordinary aid to convert them. Such 
people are crafty deceivers, who aft fraudulently 
with God, and pretend to dupe him with their 
artifices; for they do as much as fay, God calls 
us, and, we acknowledge, repentance is juft and 
neceffary, if we mean to be faved ; but in order to 
this we muft quit our pleafures. What then mail 
we do to enjoy our delightful fins and yet avoid 
damnation? This is the way, we will be wifer 
than God; we will employ all our beft days in 
debaucheries and fins, and fo content ourlelves 
with them ; and when we are no longer good for 
any thing, we will be converted, and fo prevent 
our damnation. Do you think, a reafoning fo hor- 
rible; a procedure fo deteftable can be agreeable 
to God? Do you think it will extremely invite 
him to beftow extraordinary converting grace on 
fuch affronting wretches ? No furely ! What ! be- 
caufe God is free in the difpenfation of his grace, is 
there any likelihood that he will beftow it to efta- 
blifh and reward deceit ? (5) 

Con- 

torical fafts and to the elu- (5) Will God beftow extra- 

cidation of many cafes of ordinary grace to reward de- 

confcience all which may ceitl Thus amplified by 

become fources of innume- Saurin. " Strange reafon- 

r'able errors and vices, un- ing ! deteftable fophifm, my 

lefs dilHnftipns be made be- brethren 1 this is the higheft 

tween ordinary and extraor- pitch of corruption ! this }s 

dinary judicial and extra- ingratitude of a fupreme de- 

judicial intrinfick and ex- gree! how ungrateful foever 

traneous. It is needlcfs to ibme people are, the worlt 

give inftances of each : they fhew a little fenfibility in the 

will occur to the leaft atten- inftant of receiving favours ; 

tion. when they have forgotten 

ihenij 
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Confider, I intreat you, there cannot be a more 
foolifh and rafh defign than that of putting off 
repentance to old age, fince it takes for granted 
the moft doubtful and uncertain thing in the world, 
which is that we (hall live to a hoary old age, Is 
not this the groffeftof all illufions ? I omit urging 
what all the world knows, that no one can allure 
himfelf of the morrow^, I fay to you fomething 
more finking. Make the different orders of men 
pafs before your eyes* count them one by one, 
and, it is certain, the number of thofe, who die 
before they are thirty years of age, is incomparably 
greater than of thofe, who come to that age. How 
many die between thirty and forty ! how few arrive 
at fifty! fewer flili live to fixty, and how very 
fmall in all ages and countries is the number of 
old men ? In a city, which contains a million of 
fouls, you will find two, or perhaps three thou- 
fand old people, that is, in the proportion of two or 
three hundred to every hundred thoufand fouls. (6) 

Now, 

them, indeed, they maybe- " Quid ergo,' fratres? 
come ungrateful: but be- Cum nos multis peccatis et 
hold'! in this tinner's reafon- crhninibus fentiamus obnox- 
ing a new kind of outrage, ios, numquid defperandum 
a wicked art of inclofing eft? Abfit hoc a populo 
within the circumference of Chriftiano. Non quidem 
his ingratitude the prefent defperandum eft; fed nee in 
and the future, favours re- ipfis peccatis inimica fecuri- 
ceived, and favours expcft- tate perfeverandum. Qui 
*d! In the perpetration of enim dixit, cum converlus 
every crime I mall remind ingemueris, falvus eris : ipfs 
myfelf of mercy one day to dixit, nolite tardare converti 
be beftowed, and iha'll find ad Dominum, nee differatis 
in this idea a motive for firm- de die in diem." Cafarti. 
nefs in rebellion, and bold- ferm. 102, in append, Aug. 
Nefs in fin. Is not this an op. torn. v.'p. 374. 
excefs of corruption ? This (6) The vitality of old -pea- 
is the moft deteftable ingra- pie is in the proportion of two 
titude ! &c," Saw, rsnvoi, or three hundred to every bun- 
tom, 11, 
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Now, allowing this, what foolifh fecurity is it to 
imagine you mall be in . the happy . number of 
thefe two or three hundred, in a multitude of a 
hundred thoufand ! Were a man to hazard his for- 
tune on fuch an uncertainty he would pafs in the 
world for a madman, and all his relations and 
friends, his wife and children would pity and con- 
fine him : but thou 1 miferable wretch ! doft thou 
hazard thy falvatidn, thy foul, the friendfhip of 
thy God, thine eternal happinefs on this frivolous 
hope I and to complete thy mifery, does thy wife, 
do thy children, thy friends, thy relations, do all 
the world let thee go on to do fo ! or, if they adviie 
thee, doft thou pay no regard to their advice ! 

The fecond illufion, which beguiles multitudes., 
i. an imagination, that they difcharge their duty, 
' 



&-id tlmtjand. This obfer- boom and others have be- 

vation is not ftri&ly tbeologi- flowed much laudable labour 

fal: but it is pertinently in-, on this fubjeft. The fub- 

trodueed here, and mayferve ftance may be found in Pof- 

ior an example of what our tlethwaite's Dictionary, un- 

JDr. Gill recommeiided in an der the word ANNUITY. 
ordination fermon from 2 There is a wonderful ten-? 

Tim. ii. 7. Conjider what I dejicy in remarks of this kind, 

jay ; and the Lcrd give the? to aroufeand affe^l the bulk 

vnderflanding in ALL things, of ordinary hearers : but they 

Consider principally re-Jeahd ought- to be made very fel- 

truths: but, as all fciences dom, and very foberly. IE 

may fubferve religion, do is not neceilary for a preacher 

not neglect the acquifitpn of to inveftigate thefe articles 

human knowledge. with the accuracy of an an- 

This article belongs to. nuiian.t; it is fufficient for 

plitical wiibmetick, and wri- him to have the authority of 

iers on the doctrine of life- allowed judges for what he 

an nu ties- treat of it with great affirms, and it is enough for 

pcrtpictiity, and, in general, him to fpeak in general 

on folid principles. Mr. De terms, as Mr. Claude does : 

Moivrc Dr. Haliey- Sir " The proportion is of two 

WilliamPetty Arbuthnot or three hundred." 
'Davetiaiu-~r-King -- Kerfl'e- 



when, without concerning themfelves about their 
own falvation, as the apoftle commands, they 1 
employ themfelves about that, of otfcer people. 
There are in general two ways of doing this. i. 
By ftwing the fineft things in the world about 
religion. Obferve what paries in the world. You 
will hardly find one among many employed about 
his own converfion : yet every body will tell you, 
we ought to be good people the corruption of 
the age we live in is prodigious there is hardly 
any virtue or good faith there is very little pro- 
feffioa of practical religion, and almoft no real 
o-odlinefs. Thefe common -place- favines are in the 

D * J *J 

mouths of all : but, with all thefe fine fpeeches, 
you will rarely find one retiring from general 
views, ferioufly reflecting on himfelf, and faying 
What am I ? Am I not like others ? Since I allow, 
every one ought to correct himfelf, is it not juft 
that rihould begin with myfelf, put the firft 
hand to the work, and fet an example to my bre- 
thren ! (7) 

The fecond way of pretended concern about 
the falvation of others, without attending to your 
own, is ftill more fcandalous than the firft. It 

confifts 

(7) Many lad menfayfne Some think a fulnefs of talk 
things about religion. The a juft ground for fufpefting 
excellent Mr. Edwards, than the talker to be a Pharifee, an 
whom no man hath written oftentatious hypocrite. Others 
better on religious affections, rafhly pronounce him, on 
fays, " Fluent fervent abun- the fame account, an emi- 
dant talking of religious fab- nently pious man. The pro- 
jefts is no certain fign of truly bability lies again/} the great 
gracious affedlions j forit/B/rp talker in the opinions of Ed- 
proceed from holy affe&ions, wards Shepard--Flavel--.&c, 
and it may not. There are ez Edwards en relig, aj 
two extremes in. this cafe, part 2. /. 3, 
. VOL, II. 2 a ' 



confifts in being always on the watch to cenfurs 
and (lander the actions of others. If they be 
. really blame-worthy, you will hear them exclaim 
againft the crime, they will appear to be extremely 
offended, they will fet them off with the blackeft 
circumftances, and exaggerate them in every de- 
gree : but if the actions of others be apparently 
good and virtuous, not being able to condemn 
them in themfelves, they will condemn them in 
their principles. It is only, fay they, the effect of 
ambition or hypocrify, they only want to make a 
parade, to be talked of, and raile their credit and 
reputation with good people. Certainly all thefe 
are very diftant from St. Paul's meaning, when he 
fays, work out: your own falvation. \ will not fay, 
we Ihould entirely neglect the falvation of our 
neighbours,. God commands, and charity obliges 
us to attend to it, and it would be a very unworthy 
and wicked faying, mould any, like Cain, cry out 
Am I my brother's keeper. However, I do affirm, 
it is not this only, which ought to employ us, it 
is not our firft, and principal occupation-, we 
muft begin by working out our own falvation, to 
this we muft particularly apply ourfelves, left 
while we correct others we become incorrigible our- 

O 

felves. / keep under my body, fays the apoftle, and 
bring it into fiibjefticn j left that, by any means, 
when I have preached to others, I myfelf Jhould be caf 
fiway. (8) 

But 

(8) Deluded pebpl? cenfure pies, Firft, they are col- 

and Jlander others. Mr. Claude leclors, carriers, whole/ale 

confiders flanderers, thatexe- and retail venders of all the 

crabie clafs of bad men, as improper aftiom, that are 

trafficking in two forts of com- performed within, their circle, 

modules,, attious and prind- Far from the chriftian difpo- 

fuioa 
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But it is time to pafs to the fecond part of this 
fermon, in which I require lefs the attention of 
your minds than the emotions of your hearts. I 
intreat you both limply to hear and judge of the 
truth and importance of what I fay to you, and 
to aft yourfelves. May your confciences do what 
my tongue dictates, work out your ownfalvation! 
let us work at it now, without putting it off to 
another time, and let a jnft comment of thefe 
divine words be found to day in the exact obedi- 
ence, which we render to them. 

The firft aft, by which we muft begin, is a 
holy reconciliation to God. For this purpofe hav- 
ing caft our eyes on thegreatnefs of the fins, which 
we have committed, and which we are perpetually 
committing againft him, and having confidered 
what favours we have received, and how fhame- 
fully we haveabufed them, having conceived ajufl 
grief for our innumerable fins, let us humbly have 

recourfe 

\ 

fidon of pity, they take an in- of Samfon's foxes, were we not 

fernal pleafure in propagating to obferve his total want of 

evil, and in aggravating it fenfe ; he is, in a word, the 

with a hundred falfe circum- Jack Ketch of the fociety, 

fiances. Moft congregations who executes all the criminals 

have one of thefe ; (happy if that fall into his hands. All 

they have but one!) he is this is wicked: but what mall 

generally a great news-monger, we fay of a wretch, whopro- 

though he declares nobody ceeds to cenfure the principle 

hears fo little news as he ; a of good a&ions ! No words 

great dealer in/ecrets, though, can exprefs the guilt of fuch. 

good foul! nobody hates whif- a man. To him may truly 

pering fo much as he does ; be applied the words of a 

he is exceffively bujy, though prophet, In thee is found the 

he never goes out of his way ; blood of the fouls of poor inno- 

he would be miftaken for one cents. ' Jer. ii. 34. 

What king fo Itrong, 

Can tie the gall ujp in the flanderous tongue ! 

Z z 2 Sbakefpear. 



recourfe to His mercy. (9) Let each of us in' parti- 
cular recall his wanderings from God, his tranf- 



(9) Having conceived a jujl 
grief for our . . . fas, let us 
. , . have recourfe to mercy. 
Tliis feems to have been the 
true original method of 
preaching. It is a flate of 
facts; it' is founded in the 
nature >and fitnefs of things; 
and it has been that method, 
which the holy fpirit has 
thought fit to feal and fucceed 
in the hands of his minilters. 
Mere defcriptionsof fin affecl, 
exhibiting its confluences 
affright, vehement cenfures 
of it alarm, reafoning con- 
cerning it opens the gloomy 
road to defpair: but all this 
does not convert. On the 
other hand, preaching pro- 
fufions of divine goodnefs 
without urging the guilt and 
mifery of Tin, does not an- 
fwer the great end 'of preach- 
ing, the converfion of the 
foul. It is the union of both 
fubjects, that poffefles thefm- 
ner with a loathing of him- 
felf, and a love to God. I 
call this the original method. 
Thus S. Peter preached to the 
Jews, Aftsii. Thus S. Paul 
preached to the Gentiles, Acts 
xiii. xiv. &c. I call this a 
flating offafts, for it is fcridtly 
true that errors and vice 
are in the worldthat they 
are fources of mifery to men, 
and reafons of puniihment 
with God the judge of maii- 



greffions 

kind that God is a merciful 
parent as well as an equitable 
judge that his goodnefs fent 
his fon to beftow forgivenefs, 
1 wifdom, and virtue as a be- 
nevolencethat thefe are fet 
before unworthy men in the 
gofpel and that if they have 
any fenfe of duty, or any 
deiire after felicity, they muft 
fall in with this eligible plan 
of recovery. Thefe- are facts, 
and a good applicatory fer- 
mon only ftates them. I faid, 
this method of addrefs is 
founded in the nature and fit- 
nefs of things. Prefumption 
and defpair are the two dan- 
gerous extremes, to which 
mankind are prone in reli- 
gious concerns. Charging 
home fin precludes the rirJt, 
proclaiming redemption pre- 
vents the laft. 1 affirmed, the 
holy fpirit had fucceeded this 
method to the converfion of 
fouls. Wickliff, . Luther, 
Knox, Latimer, Gilpin, 
Banyan, Livingftone, Franck, 
Blair, Elliot, Edwards, Whit- 
field, Tenent, and all, who 
have been eminently ble. r :'ed 
to the revival of practical god- 
linefs, have con ftantly availed 
themfelves of this method; 
and, prejudice apart, it is 
impoilibleto deny, that great 
and excellent moral effects 
have followed. See Gillies' 
Succefsoftbe G of pel. 
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greflions of his laws, how often, and how varioufly 
each has diihonoured his calling, with what negli- 
gence each has violated his natural and religious 
obligations, and .particularly thole, to which, his 
Chriftian profeffion engaged him. Let the paffion- 
ate remember the injuftice of their angry tranfports. 
Let the covetous remember the many oblique 
ways they have taken to amafs riches. Let the 
outrageous, the proud, the ilanderous, the re- 
vengeful, remember the injuries they have done 
their neighbours. Let the worldly and voluptu- 
ous think of the many vain and ra]h defines they 
have had for earthly things. In one word, lee 
each of us review his paft conduct, let each weigh 
his actions in the balances of the fanctuary , and, 
acknowledging himfeif a tranfgreffor, a difobedi- 
cnt and rebellious child, unworthy of the lore of 
God, fall at the footftool. of his mercy with pro- 
found humility. This is the act of repentance fo 
pathetically exprefied in the fifty-firil plalm. Have 
mercy upon me God, according to thy loving-kindnefs-, 
according to the multitudes of thy tender mercies, blot 
out my tronfgrejjions. Wa]h me thoroughly from mine 
iniquity, and cleanfe me from my fm. For I acknow- 
ledge my tranfgreffiom, and my fin is ever before me. 
Againft tbee, thee only have I Jinned, and done this 
evil in thy fight. ( i } This is the repentance, which 

the 

(i) Agahjlthee, /^ONLY, falfe, and neither can be in- 

lm<ue Ijinned. It is a ridicu- tended in die text. Kimchi, 

lous fenfe of this paflage, and after him feveral chriftiaa 

which fome have given. Kings, .expoiitors take the words to 

fay they, when they fin, iin fignify, Thou, O God, only 

only againft God, and are kno^weft my guilt in thefe 

accountable only to him. tranfa&ions; no mortal is 

Both thefe proportions are able to prove it. Calovius, 

and 



the church, afraid of the anger of God, expreiles 
in the fixty-fourth of Jfaiah. We are all as an un- 
clean thin^ and all our right eoufnejjes are as filthy rags, 
and we all do fade as a leaf, and our iniquities like the 
'wind have taken us away ; and there is none that call" 
eth upon thy name, that Jlirreth up himfelf to take hold 
of thee -, for thou haft hid thy face from us, and 'haft 
confumed us becaufe of our iniquities. (2 ) This is the 
repentance, which Jefus Chrift propofes to us in 

the 

and others fay, Againft-th.ee forefeen. None calleth upon 

chiefly have I finned. I have thy name, none ftirreth up him- 

injured Uriah, and am guilty felfto take bold of thee. ver. 7. 

on that account : but, great and therefore we are all, the 

as that crime may be, it is whole nation, a few individu- 

not equal in enormity to the als excepted, are in the con- 

crirae, that I have committed dition of a leper, and all our 

againft thee. " From this pharifees and fcribes, and 

topick, fays Mr. Henry, Jo- pretended good men, are in 

feph fetched the great argu- the Hate of menflruous wo- 

ment againft fin, Gen. xxxix. men, we are in the ftate of a 

9. and David here the great tree in autumn, and the pu- 

aggravation of it." nifhment of our iniquities 

Henry on the place. hath taken us away , we are 

(2) The church expreffeth excluded our religious privi- 

npentancein the Jixiy-fourth of leges, and expofed to endlefs 

Ifaiab. This chapter feems maladies. Immundus, ut le- 

to be a prophetical defcrip- profus, feperatus a confortio 

tion of the ftate of the Jews hominum et Dd.Jtiftiti<s 

after the deftru&ion of Jeru- voftr/s, Ego de perfonis po- 

falem. The prophet fpeaks tius quam de adHbus locum 

of a time, when the metro- intelligo. Micah vi. 9. Wif- 

polis, the other cities, the dom, that is, the man of wif- 

temple, and ell their pleafant dom, &c. Prov. xiv. I. 

things were laid wafte. v. 10. Fool iflinefs, that is, the fool- 

II. It was after God had \^.<woman. Pfal. cxx. 7. I 

revealed by his fpirit what peace, that is, I am a man of 

men had not perceived fmce peace, &c. This form of 

the beginning of the world, fpcaking is equal to a fuper- 

ver. 4. I Cor. ii. 9. The lative, extremely foolifh, excef* 

prophet perfonates the bulk Jive/j wicked> &c. 

of his countrymen at the time jPdt Synopf. 
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the example of the prodigal fon, in thefe tender 

words of confeflion, Father! I have Jinned againft 
heaven find before thee, and am no more worthy to be , 
called thy fon. If our repentance brings us to the 
foot of God's tribunal, let it bring us there pro- 
foundly humbled , for God refifteth the proud, but 
giveth grace to the humble. (3) Let it bring us 
there deeply affected, for a carelefs repentance is 
a treacherous repentance, betraying confcience by 
its fears, which are noc only ineffectual, but even 
pernicious : juft as the uncertain crifes of difeafes 
weaken inftead of relieving nature. As our re- 
pentance, however fincere, avails nothing without 
a propitiatory facrifice for fin, let us add a holy 
and fervent recourfe to the blood of Jefus Chrift, 
and to the fatisf action, which he prefented to God 
the father on the crofs. This is the faith, which 
is fo often recommended to us in fcripture, and to 
which the gofpel is not afraid of joining the pro- 
mifes of eternal life. If any man fin (fays St. John) 
we have an advocate with the Father, Jefus Chrift ths ( 
righteous^ and he is the propitiation for ourfms. We 

are 

(3) Gcdre/tfteib the proud, the friendfhip of the world is 

James iv. 6. This is part of enmity, againft God? Who- 

a difficult period of fcripture, foever therefore will be a 

concerning which Mr. Claude friend of the world becomes 

gave his judgment in a letter an enemy of God. Do ye 

to a lady, who had required think, the fcripture fpeaketh 

it. " There are, fays he, in vain ? verie 5. The fpi- 

two difficulties in this pafiage. rit, that dwellethinus, ftriv- 

The firft is, it is a feeming eth againft envy. verfe 6. 

quotation in the fifth verfe. But he giveth more grace, &c. 

But there is no particular The other difficulty is the 

quotation at all; S. James connexion, of the fifth verfe 

only fpeaks the general fenfe with the preceding verfes : 

of fcripture ; and the words but this is difficult only to 

would be clearer read thus, inattentive readers," c. 

verfe 4. Ye adulterers, and Qeuvres pojlhum. Let. 9, F.v. 
adulterefles, know ye not that 



are juftifed freely (fays St. Paul) ty God's. grace, 
through the redemption that is in Chrift Jefus, whom 
God hath fet forth to fa a -propitiation through faith 
In his Hood. Through this redeemer God will be- 
reconciled to us, and we fhall find grace in his 
fight, when we prefent ourfelves before him' in 
communion with this great Saviour ; for there is no 
ether name given among men whereby we can befaved, 
his llcod alone ckanfeth from all fa. What joy, 
my brethren ! to waili in this myftical Jordan ! 
how happy fnall we- be, if we can lay our hands 
on the head of this holy victim, that in charging 
him we may difcharge ourfelves of all our crimes. 
Come unto me (fays he) all ye that labour, and art} 
heavy laden, and I will give you reft. 

As this peace with God is not made in a mo- 
ment, there muft be great efforts to bring our 
hearts into a ftate proper for fuch a reconciliation. 
Having, then, as well as we are able, collected 
our own fins before our eyes, let us make fome re- 
flections on the horrors of them. And jr/, let us 
well examine what we are by nature compared with- 
the great God. A little handful of duft and allies, 
a little earth kneaded together with blood, mifera- 
ble little worms, a leaf carried away with the wind, 
a vapour which the fun exhales and diflipates. Are 
we not in comparifon of God infinitely lefs than a 
drop of water to the ocean, or a grain of land to 
the whole univerfe. We have a ftature of five or fix 
feet, a fubfiftence in the world of a few years, 
a life full of infirmities, a death perhaps fud- 
den, but however fo certain that neither realbn 
nor obfervation- can have the leaft doubt about it : 
and yet altogether miferable as we are, mifery and 
nothingnefs itfelf, we have dared, or rather we 
have incefiantly prefumed to offend and infult the 

infinity 
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infinite rhajefty of our Creator and Lord! this vain 
/hadow vaunts itfelf againft the fun ! this drop of 
water contends with the ocean ! and this ridiculous 
o-rain of fand proudly elevates . itfelf againft the 
creator of the univerfe ! Tell me, I intreat you, 
is there the leaft fpark of reafon in.all this ? Are 
we not always fools when we offend God? Is it 
poffible to conceive a blindnefs equal to ours, when 
fuch mean vile creatures as we dare to violate the 
laws of the Lord ,of all ? (4) 

2. Does not our blindnefs appear yet more 
ftrange if to this we add the power of the God,, 
whom we offend ? I affirm, it would be folly and 
ftupidity to rebel againft him in confederation only 
of his infinite majefty, compared with our nothing- 
nefs : yet if our offences could pafs off" with im- 
punity, if our meannefs could fecure us from the 
ftrokes of his vengeance, our folly, however great, 
would only be considerable in itfelf, and not in its, 
confequences ; we mould fin againft the general 
dictates of right reafon : but we mould do nothing 
contrary to the particular voice of prudence. Buc 
it is far otherwife ; for the God we offend is arbiter 
of the death and life of all mankind, the fole dif- 
penfer of adverfity and profperity, all creaturea 
are under the laws of his providence, as a great 
army, which marches by his orders, and obeys all 
his commands ; he has eternal prifons for the 
puniftiment of his adverfariesj he has dreadful 

VOL, II. 3 A execu- 

(4) This grain of fand ele- with the majejly of the of- 

v ates itfelf againfi the creator fended. Au excellent point 

oftbeuni<uerj'e. Mr. Claude's of view, purely fcriptural, aiul 

ddign is to aggravate fin, or highly adapted to ihake the 

rather to expoje its aggrava- confcience, and awake th? 

. He therefore contrafts criminal. See Job xxxviii, 

meannefs of the offender xxxix, xj. 4-t 
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executioners of his juftice, to whom he iflues his 
orders, and into whofe hands he delivers his cri- 
minals, to fuffer fuch vengeance as he commands. 
All creatures follow his love and hatred, all live 
and fmile on the objects of his favour, all frown 
at .and deftroy thofe, who incur his difpleafure, 
He plants, he plucks up-, he builds, he deltroys; 
he kills, he makes alive -, he raifes, he abates , he 
comforts, he afflicts: and all the deftinies of all 
-creatures, their goods and their evils, from the 
greateft to the fmalleft things, from the throne to 
the dunghill, from the lofs of life to the fall of one 
of our hairs, all depend on his will. What wild- 
nefs then fo frequently and cruelly to offend an 
almighty God, a righteous avenging God, who will 
wot iujlify the wicked, who will not bold the finner 

/ / j / ' 

guiltlefs, and who has protefted, (be wicked, Jhatt not 
Jland in the judgment! (5) 

3. To this reflection another may be added, 
which will much contribute to difcover the enor* 
mity of our fins. Confjder how much we are 
indebted to God not only for his patience hitherto, 
but for that almoft infinite number of mercies^ 
which he has afforded us, and particularly for 
calling us to the profeffion of the goffeL I own, 

oyr 

(5) fo the mpjefy add the 7. Next, God will not hold 

f owe? of God. This is ano- him guiltlefs, Exod. xx. 7. 

therjuft method of expcfing Laft, God has protefted he 

the turpitude of fin. Omni- fliall not [land in the judg- 

potence employed to make ment, Pial. i. 5. See Nu* 

a finner miferable, what a hum i. where the prophet; 

thought ! What a dreadful makes a noble ufe of the ar- 

thought ! Mr. Claude places gument taken from divine 

three paffages in the clofe of power, Jehovah is great in 

this period in beautiful gra- power, and nvill not at all ac- 

dation. Firit, God will not quit the wicked* Ver. 5. 
jujiifjt the wicked, Exod.xxiii. 
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our a6lions would be very punifhable by the law 
of God, for God has given it to us, he has natu- 
rally engraven it on our hearts, and it is our duty 
to follow and obey it : but mult it not be acknow- 
ledged, that we are infinitely more worthy of pu. 
niihment, when to the voice of his law he has added 
that of his divine patience waiting long for our 
repentance? { 6) What has prevented the Lord's 
executing his great vengeance on us ? Why were we 
not dellroyed the firft moment we offended him ? 
What then mall we fay, when this patience mall 
reckon the days, months and years of its exercife 
towards us ? What mall we have to anfwer when 
it mail accufe us, that inftead of employing thefe 
days, months, and years to our converfion and 
fanctification, we have made no other ufe of them 
than to increafe the number of our fins? But 
what will become of us when, after the voice of the 
law, and the complaints of patience, we fhall find 
the favours and mercies of God rife up againft us 
one after another, and all together join in a thou- 
fand reproaches of our ingratitude ? It would be 

3 A 2 enough 

(6) Divine patience <waitett> written on principles of me- 
for our repentance. Some mi- taphyfical accuracy : but they 
nilters have been flow to ufe fpeak after the manner of 
this topick, left they mould men, according to general ap- 
injurethe do&rine ofirrefift- pearance and popular no- 
ible grace. We would beg at- tions. Thirdly, We hazard 
tention to the following fafts. nothing when we follow in- 
Firft, it is certain, the infpired fpired guides : we rifque eve- 
writers, whofe orthodoxy can- ry thing when we make un- 
not be doubted, ufed this ftyle. known purpofes rules of ac- 
c fhelong-fuff'enngofGod c wait- tion. This argument, taken 
ed in the days of Noah, i Pet. from divine patience, is a moft 
iii. 20. fhe Lord will 'wait affe&ing one, and has been 
that 'he may le gracious. Ifa. applied to the .noble.it ufes by 
xxx, 1 8. Secondly, It is cer- minifters, 
tain, the fcriptures are nS 
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enough for each crime to appear in its own turpi- 
tude, it would be enough for all our fins together 
to appear in that horror, which their number gives 
them: but what muft we fay when there are a 
thoufand fins in one ; I mean when .each fin is in- 
finite in. its nature ? Befides our rebellions againft 
the fupreme authority of God, befides our extreme 
pbftinacy and hardnefs againft his patience, each 
im is a. particular outrage againft all the favours 
we have received of God : and as his favours have 
been infinite, fo each of our fins has contained an 
infinite number of outrages againft the Lord. (7) 

Thefe three reflections may be followed by a 
fourth, on the indifpenfible neceffity of a lively 
and profound repentance to reconcile us to God, 
Let. us not flatter ourfelves, the God we adore can 
never renounce his holinefs. The love of good, 
and hatred of evil, are as natural and effential as 
his omnipotence and infinity. -Yet muft God re- 
nounce his holinefs if he receive us into his favour 
without our renouncing fin. He would have com- 
munion 

(7) Sin is infinite In its na- years of age to have received 

ture. To the infinite guilt of a hundred thoufand millions 

fin great objections have been of favours from God, one 

made by many divines : but fin againft God includes a 

no obje&ipn, furely, can lie hundred thoufand millions of 

againft the expreffion taken in a8s of ingratitude j and, if he 

the fober fenie of our author, have received innumerable fa- 

, Three words mall fuffice. i. vours, each fin contains, in- 
By the word infinite Mr. numerable ats of ingratitude, 
Claude means innumerable. If to this we add, that each 
2. He affirms, every offence excellence in God is a reafon 
committed againft God, is of obedience, that his excel- 
Committed againft innumera- lencies are innumerable, and 
ble/rt-wM^beftowed on God's that fin is againft all his ex- 
part, each of which is a rea- cellencies, who can deny the 

" fon of obedience. 3. He ar- infinity Q fin I 
sj Suppofe & man at forty 
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munion with fin if he had communion with, impe- 
nitent firiners. It is then as , impoffible to unite 
ourfelves to God without repentance, as it is to 
unite life and death, light and darknefs , as impof- 
fible as for God to deny himfelf, or to ceafe to be; 
Neither let us flatter onrfelves about the quality 
of this repentance, for it is not a cold and carelefs. 
repentance, it is not that, which confifts in words 
only, it is not that, which pafies lightly through the 
mind, and which hardly touches the heart. God 
requires a penitence, which pervades all the powers 
of the foul, which penetrates to the bottom of 
them all, which produces fighs, tears, and re- 
grets, which is accompanied with a lively grief, a 
bitter fadnefs, not only for having expofed our- 
felves to punimment, but alfo for having offended 
the Lord, and fo drawn down upon ourfelves his 
juft indignation. In one word, an habitual and 
powerful repentance, which breaks the mind and 
rends the heart, keeps us a long time in that ftate, 
and empowers us fincerely to return to righteouf- 
nefs and holinefs. (8) ^ 

- (8) Repentance muft le ha- tens confeffionem fuam fuo 

lituaL How rational and confeffario humillime referat; 

fcriptural is this kind of et conquinifcens dicat fup- 

repentance, and how much pliciter in hunc modum. 

to advantage the reformed " Confiteor Deo omnipo- 

churches appear, when the tenti et confeffario rneofpi- 

repentance prefcribed in them rituali medico omnia peccata, 

is contrafted with the confef- qua? malorum fpirituum inr 

fions, and pen nances, that are quihamento unquam perpe* 

prefcribed in the, church of travi; five in facto, five in 

Rome! The following is a cogitatione ; five cum maf- 

form ufed by our anceftors in culis, five cum faeminis; ali- 

the reign of King Edgar, a- ave creatura, five fecundura. 

bout the year 967, the Saxon naturam, five, contra natu-. 

rnanufcript of which is in ram. 

Bene't college, Cambridge. " Confiteor engluviem ei- 

" Lugeiui animo pseni- borum et mane et vefperi. 
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To incline you more effe&ualty to this repent- 
ance, let us (I befeech you) lift up our eyes to the 

mercy 

Confiteor omvnmodarn avari- Confiteor me horas meas ca- 
tiam, et invidiam, et detrac- nonicas fajpius neglexiffe, fa> 
tationem, et bilingue vitiurof, piufque pejerahs Domini vi- 
mendachatem, etinanem jac- tarn, et nomen ejus in varrum 
tantiam,etva'niloquium,pro- accepifTe. 
digalitatem impiam, et cujus- " RogoetobteftprDominum 
cue generis fattum, quiefFne-' me um pro his omnibus re- 
nato huic corpori meo all- miffionem, lit in me nunquarri 
qualiteracciderit. Confiteor ex infidiis pravaleat Diabo- 
me -frequentius fuifle peccati lus, ne forte moriar abfque 
authovem, peccati fautorem, confeffione, et peecatprum 
peccati confcium, et peccati meorum emendatione, ficut 
doclorem. hodie confeffus fum omnia 

"'. Confiteor animo meo mea peccata coram Domino 
perpetratum]iomicidium,per- noftro .Salvatore Chrifto, qui 
juha, feditionem, fuperbiam, ccelum et terram moderatur 
et negleftum preceptorum et coram facro ifto altari, et 
Dei. Confiteor omnia, qu^o- reliquiis iftis, et coram 'con- 
culis unquamviderim vel con- feffario meo, et domini miffali 
cupifcendo, vel vituperando facerdote; et ficut puram e- 
indebite;- etiam omnia, quse dicli et veracem conf effionem, 
vel auribus audiverim vana. et e t prompt! fum animi corri- 
iuperflua, vel ore meo locutus gere pmnia peccata mea, et 
fuerim. qua poffim-fedul-itateea. fern- 

" Confiteor etiam corporis per poftea declinare. 
mei peccata omnia, cuds, ear- .< Et tu Jefu Chrifte Sal- 
nis, oflium, et nervorum, re- 1 vator mi, mifere animas me, 
num, et cartilaginum, Hn- et remitte precoiv deletoque 
guse, et labiorum, faucium, peccata mea, et tranfgreffi-* 
dentium, et oefariei, medul- ones meas, quas vel olim, vel 
laj, et rei cujufque altevius, recentius unquam perpetravi, 
quze vel mollis eft, vel dura, et ducas me in fublime reg- 
humida, vel ficca. num tuum, ut illic verier 

< Confiteor baptifmum cum eledtis et fanftis tuis abf- 
meum me pejus obfervafle que fine, et in sternum* 
quam Domino meo fum pol- Nunc et tehumiliter obfecro, 
licitus, profeffionem-que, qua Sacerdos Domini, ut tu mihi 
tenebar in Dei et fanftorum teftis fis in die judicii, ut nul- 
fuorum laudem cuftodire, et lam in me poteftatem habeat 
inmeiipfiusTalutem eternam. Diabolus, ec ut tu apud Do- 

rninum 
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mercy of God, and to the blood of the covenant, 
which Jefus Chi'ift hath (lied for us. Let us not 
imagine, while we feel remorfe for fm, that there 
is no balm in Gilead^ no confolation in God : (9) 

doubtlefs 



minum mihi fis caufidicus, ut dence, and repentance is re- 

peccata mea, et tranfgreffio- peated wich the repetition of 

nescommifi'as corrigam, et ab fin. Repeated acts conititute 

ejufmodi aliis committendis a habit, and thus repentance 

defiftam. Ad hoc praeltan- becomes habitual, 
dum adjuvet me Dominus (9) Balm in Gilead. Jer, 

ille, qui vivit et regnat abfque vii. 22. Gumrofin balfam 

termino in sternum. A- --turpentine, c. This text 

men." Spelmait. Condi. De- is one of thofe, which- afford. 

cret. ?V. Ecclef. Brit, Canones a rich variety of matter, con- 

dat.fub Edgaro Rege, / 459. vertible to various purpofes, ' 

Habitual repentance. Mr. according to the genius and. 

Claude does not mean to limit prudence of the preacher, 

the Holy One of Ifrael, Pfal. Were a miniiter preaching on 

Ixxvdii. 41. and to make a a Lord's-day during a fair, 

given length of time efiential or to a trading company, or 

to true repentance ; but he in- a factory, where would be the 

tends to inculcate the neceffity impropriety of his taking the 

of continued acls of piety, literal meaning? His dif- 

To hear fome fpeafc of con- courfe would turn on the na~ 

verfion, one wouid-fuppofe, it tural advantages of Judea 

began in conviction of fin, on their artificial improve- 

which lalted a few days, o.r ments on the advantages 

weeks, and was fucceeded by which they derived from com- 

an affurance of falvation, in merce, and on thofe which 

which the convert is bound they communicated to other na- 

to continue, happen what tions on the influence of 

will, the remaining part of their religion on trade, as con- 

his life. Faith, in this cafe, taining the whole clafs of 

conMs in believing you ihall trade virtues in their fyfiem 

be faved, and to queition this of morality from all thefe 

is unbelief, the great, yea the he would derive arguments in 

only fm. On the contrary, proof of thetruth of revelation 

faith is the belief of a trutb> againft infidels, andexhorta- 

2 Theff. ii. 13. and repent- tions to believers to imitate 

ance is forrow for fin. Belief and excel the Jews, &c. 
grows with, increafing evi- The fame text on a faft-day 

might 
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doubtlefs there is, and were we fuch as we ought, 
we might come with boldnefs to the throne of grace-, 
and be affured of obtaining mercy and of finding 
grace to help in time of need. Come now., fays God 
by the prophet, let us reafon together, though your 
fins be as f carle t theyjhall be as white as /now, though 
they be red like crimfon they jhall be as wool And 
again, Have I any pleafure at all that the wicked 
Jhould die, faith the Lord God, and not that he Jhould 
return from his ways and live ? This is the perpe- 
tual language of the gofpel, this is the voice of 
the blood of Chrift, thefe promifes declare the re- 
miffion of our fins, and the blood of Jefus Chrift 
purifies our conferences from dead works. Let us 
then go with faith and hope ro the propitiatory^ 
which God in all ages ordained, (i) Let us go 

with 

might be considered in con- ages facilitate the underftand- 
heclion with the context. Is ing of the fubjecl, and for 
there no hope of national this reafon many ininifters de- 
profperity in fuch and fuch a light to preach Chrift by texts 
cafe ? No. Should your vices of this kind, 
bring on fuch a time as that (i) Let as go to thepropitia- 
defcribed in this chapter, your tory. Rom.iii. 25, So many 
.cafe would be irremediable, expofitors read the word. 
Now then prevent it, &c. The fenfe feems to be con- 
Here this fermon would turn tained in one or other of thefe 
on national vices, and divine proportions. God hzthfore- 
temporal punimments. ordained Chrift a propitiator 
The fame paffage has been God \\3.d\ foretold the^ro- 
often difcufTed in the fenfe of pitiation of Chrift God hath 
Mr. Claude. Is there no re- forcfhewed Chrift in the Mo- 
lief for a ' guilty confcience ? faical propitiatory, or mercy-. 
There is none in the world, feat. 

Is there any in the church ? " Whom God hath appointed 

Yes. The death of Chrift is to be a propitiation . . for 

the balm, the Spirit is the a tiemonftration of his righ- 

phyfician, the bible is the pre- teoufne/s." So W'orJJejs New 

fcription. Thefe familiar im- %'ejlament reads it. 

' " Whom 
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with humility- to the grace, which calls us. ' Let 
lls be reconciled to a God, who only feeks to do us 
good. We have lived long enough under difgrace, 
let us try to recover his peace, and with his peace 
the tranquillity and joy, which we have loft. Is ic 
any pleafure to thofe, 'who defire to work out their 
falvation, to live a little longer at war with God ? 
Are not the days of his anger days of defolation, 
and mourning for us ? Let us then feek his face 
and his favour, let us aflc his bleffing. My heart 
faid of the., Seek my face. I will feek thy face, O 
Lord. (2) 



Whom ; God hath fee ing da, Seek my face', Thy 

forth .to be an atonement, as face, 'Jehovah, I <willfeeL 

a facrifice for fin, and the However, Calvin's comment 

price of our redemption, to juftifies the interpolation in 

declare his juftice in overlook- our text. " In diclione i l > 

ing for fo many ages the fins ambiguas poteft effe fenfus> 

of mankind.", So Adam ex- Tan tundem Hebrseis valet ac 

pounds it. Paraph, on xi. Latinis, tibi. Sed quia liters 

chapters of Romans. fervilis V non raro pro de fu- 

(z}Seskinyface. Pf. xxvii. mitur, non male vertetur, de 

8. Our tranflation interpo- te dixit cor meum : in.quam 

lates, WHEN THOU SAIDST, partem major pars interpre- 

Seek ye my face ; my heart faid turn inclinat. Mihitamen (ut 

unto tbee, Thy face Lord will I ingenue locjuar) magis pro- 

feek. The French more lite- batur, notari mutuum pro~ 

ral. Mon cceur me dit de par phetsa cum Deo COLLOQUI- 

toi, Chsrche ma face, Jecher- UM/ Dixi nuper fieri noa 

cheraitaface EterneL The pofleutquifquamfide affurgaC 

Latin and Greek bibles tranf- ad deum qu<erendum, donee 

late in much the fame man- ejus invitatione patefactus 

ner. The former, fibi dixit fuerit aditus: quemadmo- 

tor meum, qu&ritefaciemmeam; dum etiam alibi oftendi pro- 

fadem tuam doming quceram. phetse ceftimonio^ dicam illis 

The latter, eot s\<irtv v> xa,fic6 <vo$ populus metis et illi'victjjim 

&c. The literal mean- mibi, tit deusnofter. Zech. xiii. 

of, the Hebrew feems to 9. Jam ergo David fe hac 

eart faid to, oycencern- clave jar.uam iibi ad deum, 

II. 3 B q,u- 



: O! how happy fliould we be, my brethren, 
could we fee this gracious face of God-, in which 
there is zfulnefs of joy, as the prophet fpeaks! (3) 

Should 



quserendum fuifle apertahi 
dicit, quia veluti DeO fucci- 
nens, promiffionem hanc in 
medium attulerit, et certe 
iiifi. hae prseunte fymphonia, 
nemo invocationis chorum 
ducet. Simul ergo ac deum 
fe liberalitef nobis offere audi- 
mus, prompto animo refpon- 
deamus, Amen: Ejufquepro- 
mifliones non fecus repute- 
jnus nobifcum, ac fi familia- 
ris cum eo nobis fermo effet. 
jta riihil opus eft anxium arti- 
ficium, et longas ambages 
qusrere, quibus fe fideles in 
Dei gratiam infmuent, quan- 
do hsec prsefatio facilem illis 
yiam : flernit. Quantumvis 
Indigni fimus quos excipias 
Doraine, mandatum tamen 
tuum quo accedere nos jubes, 
iatis animi nobis facit. Vox: 
ergo Dei in animis ndftris, 
po'n fecus atque echo in con- 
eavis locis, refonare debet, ut 
ex riiutuo confentu emergat 
invocationis fiducia, &c. s> 
Calv. In loc. 

'Our Pool, having given 
many opinions of others, adds, 
" The paflage is imperfeft, 
and fliould be fupplied thus. 
Thou faidft> Seek my face, 
My heart hath revolved this 
command of thine, and re- 
peated it under all my trials. ^ 
J have made it the rule of my' 



paft aftions, and it is the 
ground of the following pray- 
er." See a- flmilar defeft, 
I Kings xx. 33, 34. 

(3) 'There is afulnefs of 'joy , 
as the prophet fpeaks. Chri- 
ftian preachers diiFer very 
much ia their methods of 
quoting fcripture in public. 
Some always name chapter 
and verfe ; others never. It 
is a popular notion, that the 
quoting of chapter and verfe 
fully proves a minifter ? s inti- 
mate knowledge of fcripture; 
I do not think To ; I 'believe, 
on the contrary, if it prove 
any thing, it proves on the 
Other fide, kftudeni of fcrip- 
ture does not fuffer himfelf to 
attend to the figures, they 
would miflead him, divide his 
attention, and break the 
meaning. He reads on, as 
the authors wrote, and pur- 
fues, as we fay, the thread oi 
the argument. 

Many lea'rned men 'have 
juftly .lamented the p'refeni 
difpoii'tibn of the Bible intc 
chapters and v'erfes. "Ther 
feem to me, fays one, no con- 
veniences in the divifion o: 
the facred books into chapter; 
and verfes, that can balanc< 
the inconvenience 'and preju 
dice they bring, ; . Thi 
feftions and jpaufes are im 
> propeJ 
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Should we behold it, let us not imagine we -are to 
(top there; the work then would be but half done; 

we 



proper. . . The argument 
is mangled and broke off. . . 
There is not one chapter in 
the New Teftament, that is 
not faultily divided. . . . 
The whole frame is cramped 
and disfigured by its odd dii- 
pofition into chapters and 
verfes." &c. In proof of 
this, he obferves, That Afts 
xxi. concludes with a comma 
that the ift verfe of the vii, 
chapter of the. zd of Corin- 
thians ought not to have been 
divided from the laft verfes of 
the vi chapter that the laft 
verfe of vii of S. John Ihould 
be the i ft of the viii. &c. &c. 
Blackball \s ClaJJlcks, vol. 
ii.parf 2. chap. I. 

Robert Stephens formerly, 
Woriley and others lately, 
have endeavoured to remedy 
this inconvenience by print- 
ing the New Teftament as it 
was written. The utility of 
this method is manifeft. 
_ To return to the quota- 
tion of chapter and verfe. - It 
ihould feem, in argumenta- 
tive preaching it is proper to 
quote texts for authority, and 
to name chapter and verfe for 
the auditors to look, turn 
down, and examine leifurely: 
but in applicatory fermons, 
as in this of Mr. Claude, it 
feems moil eligible to urge 
plain well known paffages 
without naming the places j 



at leaft, we have obferved the 
ableft preachers prefer this 
method. When the fame dif. 
courfefs are printed, it may 
anfvver a good end to throw 
chapter and verfe into the 
margin. Figures in the text 
disfigure the print, and en- 
cumber the reader, efpecially 
if, in reading to others, he 
read them. 

The New Teftament wri- 
ters ufe various methods. 
Sometimes in particular,- It 
is written in theyc0</Pfalm. 
Ails xiii. 33. Sometimes in 
general, Mofes faith, I will 
provoke you, Efaias faith , 
Lord, who hath believed ? 
Rom. x. 19, 1 6. God faith 
in Hofea. Rom. ix. Some- 
times more general, It is 
'written, I have made thee a 
father. . . What faitb the 
Scripture? Rom. iv. 17. 3. 
It.is written in the Prophets, 
Mark i. 2. The Apoftles of 
the Lord told you there ihould 
be mockers, Jude 17, &c. I 
have heard a learned able mi- 
nifter preach an excellent fer- 
mon, which with great com- 
pofure he began thus : " My 
text, brethren, is in the book 
of Pfalms. I have forgot both, 
the verfe and the pfalm. If 
I recollecl them before I finifo 
my difcourfe, 1 will inform 
you. I takepleafure in know- 
ing that you can tell where to 
B 2 find 



we muft life all poflible means to preferve an ad- 
vantage fo ineftimable. In order to work out our 
own falvation we mu ft indeed be reconciled to 
God, and.. we, muft -alfo.ufe means to maintain 
peace ; for the one without the other would be 
nothing. To preferve this advantage then three 
things are neceffary. ift. Our faith mud be kept 
and increafed. 2d; We muft live a holy chriftian 
life. 3d. Repentance muft be familiarized ; for, 
(fueh is our mifery) whatever application we make 
to holinefs, we mail always be committing many 
fins. I grant, thefe three things are not barely 
the practice of" one day -, and they demand much 
more application than we can make during the few 
remaining moments of this exercife. Let us, 
however, underftand what we may do now, with- 
out deferring it any longer. "We may without 
delay form good, and holy refolutions. (3) 

i. In regard to the prefervation and increafeof 
wur.faith) as both depend on the frequent reading 
of holy fcriptyre, and books of piety, on medi- 
tating 

nd them better than I can at It is a fin to break them, 

prefent. The words are, The Peter was not to blame for 

Lord God is a fun and Jhield : refolving to live and die with 

the Lord (will give grace and his matter : his fault lay in 

glory : no good thing ivill he ftarting from his engagement. 

''withhold from them that walk It was a virtue in David to 

uprightly. draw up a plan of holy liv- 

(3) We may form good refo- ing before he came to the 

lutioas. Some minifters ex- kingdom, and to refolve to 

claim bitterly againft refolu- realize it. Pfal. ci. Indeed, 

tions, and all the religion of though the belt may break 

fome hearers is to fit and their refolutions, and fall very 

form them. Extremes are met fnort of their defigns : yet 

with every where. The doc- they, who never fo much as 

trine of refolutions is a very refolve to do well, will aflur- 

plain and eafy fubjeft. It is edly never dp fo, 

a virtue to make theny and 



taring on the divine myfteries, on affiduity in reli- 
gious exercifes, on attachment to prayer, and in 
fine on a holy remoteneis from worldly things, as 
much as the duties of civil life will permit i let us 
form now this moment the defign of carefully per- 
forming all thefe articles : I mean, of reading the 
book of God, of feriouily meditating on its con- 
tents, of being affiduous and attentive in publick 
aflemblies of worfhip, of praying to God as often 
as poffible, and of making off as much as ever 
we can the thoughts and occupations of this pre- 
fers life. (4) To what can we better apply our T 

felves 

(4) Let us read the look of years richly furni/h his mind 
God. St. Paul gave this ad- with fcripture. In private the 
vice to Timothy, Give at ten- fcripture Ihould be liudied, 
fiance to reading. \ Tim.iv. 13. 2. Family reading requires ikill. 
There are two extremes. Some Some read a peiiod only of 
read a great deal : but never eight or ten verfes. Others 
meditate. Ariftrjjpus. confi- fuch a period with an expoii- 
dered thefe, very properly, as tion, as Henry's, Guyfe's, 
great eaters, who digeft ao- &c. Others read a chapter, 
thing. Mr. Claude advifed Others again oblige each child, 
one of this fort to read no- or fervant, to read one. Gir- 
thing for three or four years, cumllances determine the pro- 
as if he had faid, (adds Bayle) priety of each mode of read* 
jou have eaten enough; now dt- ing. 3. Social reading is pro- 
geft. On the other hand, fitable. There are, in many 
iome never read. This is ab- reading focieties, and in all 
furd, if they profefs a written private meetings for prayer 
religion. there ought to be, a good read* 

There are four principal er cf kripture. It furniflies 
methods of reading the holy ideas and expreflions to plain 
fcriptures. I. It is adopted chriftians. 4. Some of our 
by feme as a proper part of churches read the fcriptores 
private devotion. Were a in public worihip conftantly, 
young perfon to get by heart others on church-meeting 
only one verfe, a pare of this days, faft-days, and other ex- 
private reading, every night traoi:dinary tinies. 1'he for- 
f morning, it vvowW in fevep. mcr feems to me not only a 

primitive ; 
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felves than to read the fcripture, that heavenly: 
book, which contains in it treafures of wifdom and 
knowledge ? and to which we may lay, as the dif- 
ciples to the Lord, tloou baft the words of eternal 
life. How can we employ ourfelves better, when 
alone and free, than in converting with the doc- 
trines and precepts of religion, and endeavouring 
to know and comprehend them ? We may truly 
fay, when we apply to thefe things, we arefatisfied 
with the marrow of God's houfe> and drink of the river 
of his delights. Where can we be happier than in 
the houfe. of God, when we have opportunity ? In 
hearing his word, in finging his praifes, in a par- 
ticipation of the facraments, and in the reft of the 
fervices of his houfe we find a harveft of confola- 
tion, edification, and joy. What can we do better 
when in our houfes., than to watch againft a too 
ilrong attachment to worldly things, fince the 
world is an abyfs,outof which, when we are once 
plunged, we cannot eafily get. You are not 
ignorant how difficult it is to take care and ma- 
nage your worldly affairs with innocence : but if 
that were pcffible, what is the world but trouble 
and torment? (5) 

To 

primitive: but an apoflolical (5) Where can we be happier 

practice. ^ Caufe this epijtle to than in the houfe of God ? The 

be read in the church of the general negleft of public wor- 

Laodiceans. Col. iv. 16. 7 fliip is an ulual topick of com- 

cbarge you that this epijlle be plaint. Miniiters lay the blame 

read unto all the holy brethren, on the people, the people on 

I Thef. v. 27. When ourau- the minifters. Probably, the 

thor's rule is thus obferved, a blame ought to be divided 

people may be truly faid to between both. The true fe- 

be nourijhed up in the words rf cret of filling a place of wor- 

faith, and of good dodriue. i fhip is the art of making the 

Tim. iv. 6. place a feat of pleafure and 

happinefs 



( 383 

To thefe holy refolutions, let us -add others, 
which concern holinefs of life. Let us now this 

inftant 

happinefs to the people. Some ped out of a religious aflembly, 
attention ftiould be paid to the to which they are -a conitant 
houfe, that hearers may hazard difgrace. There are fome, 
nothing in their health. Great who have regularly attended 
heats and exceffive colds, a place of worihip for feven 
damps and dangerous draughts years twice a day, and yet 
of air ihould be prevented, have not heard one whole fer- 
The'aflembly fliould be fo dif- mon in all the time. Thefe 
pbfed as be freed from the in- dreamers are acouftant diftrefs 
commodioufnefs of crowding, to their preachers, and, could 
and from the folitary pain of fober reafoning operate on 
being placed where they be- them, they would foon be re- 
come gazing flocks. The claimed. In regard to their 
clatter of pattens, pew-open- health ; would any but a ftu- 
ing, the clapping of doors, pid man choofe fuch a place 
and all other rude noifes to fleep in ? In refpecl to their 
ihould be baniflied. The wor- charafter, what can be faid for 
ihipitfelf mould be foconducl- him, who in his fleep makes 
ed as to intereft all ; zeal and mouths and vyry faces, and 
prudence mull direft it. The exhibits ftrange poftures, and 
vile tubs, that we call pulpits, fometimes fnorts, ftarts and 
which bury a man alive, and talks in his fleep, rendering 
betray him into a thoufand himfelf ridiculous to the very 
unnatural geftures, often. pro- children in the place ? Where 
Coking the contempt of the is his prudence, when he gives 
people, mould be exchanged fuch occafion to malicious per- 
for light, low and decent fons to fufpeft him of glut- 
roftrums. Above all, the mi- tony, drunkennefs, lazinefs, 
nifter, who officiates, fhould 'and other ufual cauies of fleep- 
excel in all office-qualifica- ing in the day-time ? Where 
tions, in modeity, zeal, hu- is his breeding ? He ought to 
inanity, energy, and fo on. refpeft the company prefent ; 
The horrid habit of fleeping what an oiFenfive rudenefs to 
in fome is a fource of infinite fit down and fleep before 
pain to others, and damps, them ! Above all, where is 
more than any thing elie, the his pie'ty and fear of God ? 
vivacity of a preacher, Con. There will come a time in. 
ftant fleepers are public mii- the exigence of this wretched 
' iances, and deferve to be whip- drone,, in which he will awake 

and 



inftantform the defign-of never doing any thing till 
we have firft confulted confcience, . to. know what 
it permits, what it forbids, and what it ordains. 
I lee many people, who appear to have the beft in- 
tentions in the world, who- would, as they fay, live" 
holily, and who for that purpofe defire particular 
rules, precepts, and directions. I approve of 
theie deiires : but this we fay on this earned, re- 
queft of theirs for rules and precepts, Gonfult oa 
every action the light and precepts of a good con- 
fcience, follow them in good faith, without viola- 
ting, without warping, without entangling them 
'with foreign views, and be allured,-, you will find 
therein the beft and moft certain of all directions. 
Let us refolve, my brethren, to acquit ourfe.lves the 
beft that we can of all our duties towards God, by 
a conftant practice of piety ; of all duties of juftice 
and love towards our neighbour; and of all the 

O x 

duties of fobriety and temperance, that we may do 
nothing dishonourable to our nature or calling, 
nothing which does not comport with our heavenly 

original, 

and find the Philiftines pu- Each of thefe awaked the au 

milling the idler, who was ditors for the time : but the 

{horn in his flecp ! deftrndtion' of the habit be- 

Minifiers have tried a mim- longs to the fleeper himfelf; 

ber of methods to rid cur af- and if neither reafon nor reli- 

femblies of this odious prac- gion can excite him., why, he 

tice. Some have reafoned, inuit deep on, I think, till 

ibme have fpoke louder, fome death and judgment awake 

have whifpered, fome ha.ye him ! 

threatened to name the'fleep- I have thrown together here 

er, and have a&ually named feveral feeming heterogeneous 

him, fome have cried fire, articles: but all with a view 

ferae have left off preach- of {hewing how Mr. Claude's 

ing, Dr. Young fat down and good delign of making a 

wept, Bifhop Abbot took out meeting-houfs a paradiie is 

his teitamem and read Greek, defeated. 
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original, and tend to the happinefs, for which we 
are referred. 

Finally, as, while we are in this earthly ftate, 
we are conftantly fubject to falls, let us remember 
to have our eyes open alfo on this article. Let us 
not pafs one day without examining what of this 
kind has happened to us, and having acknow- 
ledged our faults, let us not defer repenting of 
them till to-morrow. I own, repentance is not an 
agreeable thing, it is a grace, which is an enemy 
to depraved nature ; me never vifits us but to 
trouble our repofe. Her approach makes us tremble, 
and her looks are fierce and threatening -, but (be- 
fides that it is a neceffary virtue as we have already 
faid) (6) her firft approaches only are hard and 
difagreeable s her firft interviews only are forrowful, 
for when me leaves us, or, to fpeak more properly, 
when me abides with us, me diffufes in our fouls a 
thoufand delights, a thoufand confolations. We 
may apply to her what David fays of God. Clouds 
find darkmfs are round about her, righteoufnefs and 

judgment 

(6) We haw already f aid \ from the mere apprehenlion 
k . . repentance at firji it of being loft, it is what our 
difagneable. See Vol. I. p. divines call legal repentance : 
1 10, in, i iz. The doftrine If from a belief of the excel- 
of repentance is highly proper lence of God, and from a 
to be urged in proof of that tender concern for his glory, 
of religious feelings. A man if this concern be accompa- 
in a ftate of fin is in ,a ftate of nied with faith in the media- 
danger. Religion expofes this tor, it is denominated evan- 
danger. Now it would be gelical repentance. Molt con- 
unnatural, were it poffible, verts begin with the firft and 
to difcover one's felf in a dan- proceed to the laftj and in 
gerous ftate, and not to feel ibme the firft mixes with the 
fain on account of it. This laft all their days, 
pain is repentance. If it arife 

VOL, II. 3 C 
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judgment ate -the ' habitation of her throne. The fuc. 
ceffive acts of her government are like the pro- 
phet's vifion, when, a burning fire and an impetu- 
ous wind were fucceeded by a foft and tranquil 
found, in which was heard the voice of God. (7) 

Let 



(7) Darknefs is round about 
repentance . , righteoufnefs is 
the habitation of HER throne. 
Our author here illullrates his 
fubjedl by a figure of fpeeeh, 
and fpeaks of repentance al- 
legoricallyzs an emprefs mild- 
ly reigning over the foul of 
the penitent. In like manner 
he before confidered avarice 
as a defpotical governefs, p. 
Si. Some have pretended, 
great myfteries were included 
in the fexes of graces, mufes, 
virtues, and fo on. The 
truth is, the words expreffive 
of repentance, faith, avarice, 
and others in common ufe, 
are of the feminine gender in 
Latin, and therefore we fay, 
in imitation of Roman elo- 
quence, of repentance, Jhe 
reigns of a fhip, foe fails fa ft 
of a church, yfo fays fo and 
fo. Love is a gentleman, and 
Jiope is a lady, the moon is a 
lady, and the fun is a lord. 
We haveofcen objecled againft 
this flyle, when it is ufed in- 
Head of argument in a dif- 
courfe, where fevere, ration- 
al, logical accuracy is requi- 
iite ; but when it is employed 
to ill aft rate a fubjecl:, as here 
by our author, it is proper, 



and tends to afFecT:. Eccle* 
fiaftical writers mould remem- 
ber, that giving fex or gender 
to thefe fubjefts is eflential to 
grammatical purity in Greek 
and Latin : but the fame writ- 
ings rendered into Englim, fo 
as to exprefs gender or fex, 
'ceafe to be grammatical puri- 
ty, and aftually become either 
fine illuftrations, or fenfelefs 
abfurdities. See vol. i. page 
397. note 7. 

Repentance refembles the pro- 
phet's vi/ton. i Kings xix. 
II, 12. The Lord pajjed ly, 
and a great and Jlrong wind 
rent the mountains . . and 
after the wind an earthquake 
. and after the earthquake 
afire . : and after the f re 
ajlillfmall voice. There are 
three principal expeditions of 
this vifion. Grotius, and 
many others think, the Lord 
intended to teach Elijah a 
fpirit of moderation, and 
to abate his vehement zeal. 
Others think, the wind repre- 
fented Hazael, the earth- 
quake Jehu, and the fire 
Eliflia. They ground this on 
verfes 15, 16, 17. Monf. 
Roques takes the vifion to be 
an anfwer to the plaintive 

prayer 



Let us ^now pafs to the third part. As this 
peace, which repentance works in us, is not a car- 
nal fecurity, a finful lethargy, it is not contrary 
to every kind of fear, or, more properly, it is noc 
only compatible with fear, but it is preferved on- 
ly by means of fear, St. Paul, therefore, was not 
content with commanding us to work out our own 
falvation ; but he adds, with fear and trembling j 
prefer! bing in thefe words, the manner of our con- 
ducting ourfelves in the work of our falvation... 
On this, we have a few reflections to make before 
we finim this fermon. 

Firft, then, you muft refute a falfe fenfeof the 
apoftle's words, that, by fear and trembling, he 
meant we mould indulge the fear of zjlave or an 
enemy, which would make us confider God as a 
judge always fevere, and always angry, or as a hard 
mailer, who, let us do what we would, would al- 
ways be diffatisfied with our fervices, who would 
only meditate evil, and feek every occafion of a- 
venging himfelf on us, and who even fets fnares 
to entangle us in perdition. Far from this being a 
chriftian virtue, it is certain, on the contrary, no- 
thing is more pernicious to the creature, nothing 
more injurious to God, nothing more oppofite to 
true piety. This fear, which is only proper to 
devils and damned fpirits, is a perpetual fource of 
inquietudes and agitations, and it can only in the 

end 

prayer of the prophet, as if earthquakes, fires, and plagues 

God had faid, " True, the in rei'erve for them, and I 

children of Ifrael have thrown have alfo foft confolations for 

down my altars, and flain my my. prophets, and people a- 

prophets, as you fay i but dp mong them." Saur. Di/ert t 

not imagine their crimes {hall Tom. iii. Di/c. x. 
go unpunifhed, I have winds, 

3 C 2 



end drive to madnefs $nd defpair, What pofftbi- 
lity is there of faving ourfelves from the hands of 
the devil, if God is refolved on our deftru6tion. 
Or what hope can we have of efcaping punifhment, 
if his natural properties incline him to hate and de- 
ftroy us ? Above all, what can be more injurious 
to God than fuch a thought ? jk I Hw 9 faith the 
Lord himfelf, / have no pleafure in the death of the 
wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way and 
live. No, my brethren, God is not naturally an 
enemy to his own work, 1 grant he is juft : and 
becaufe he is juft, I conceive, he will not al- 
ways chaftize us for our fins. Moveover, he 
has fo much goodnefs and tendernefs for us, 
that he freely opens a way for our return to his 
favour after all our offences, having, for this pur- 
pofe, offered up his fon a facrifice for fin, and 
is now calling us to repentance. Befides all this, he 
has promifed to treat us with the tendernefs of a 
father, and to parry his love fo far as to bear with 
our defects and weaknefifes, the deficiencies of our 
repentance and faith in Jefus Chrift. He has com- 
manded us to put our confidence in his mercy, 
and to be perfuatfed, that&r a father fltieth his chil- 
dren^ fo will the Lord pity $em that f far him. Far 
from us be this fervile fear, which is fo incompar 
tible with piety ! Piety is nothing but a profound 
efteem, an infinite Ipve for God : but how cou!4 
we efteem and love him, if we imagined he was 
jealous of our happinefs, apd an eneniy to our 
perfons? (jj.) . ... 



(8) Far from tfs teferyife topicks. i . From the itaturt, 

fear ! Mr; Claude reafons a- of God ; from his juftice, 

gainft flayilh f^ar. fjrpm feyen goodnefs, &c.2. From, the 

"'.'" * 



At 
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In the fecond place, the fear in queftion is what 
is called filial^ which not only agrees very well with 
confidence and love: but which is their perpetual 
affociate. This fear infpires us with different emo- 
tions according to the different objects we meet 
with. i. It imprefles us with a profound refpect 
and veneration always when we appear before 
God, a refpect which arifes from a confederation of 
his infinite majefty, the rays of which dazzle us; 
of the ineffable wifdom and glorious power, which 
Jhine in all his works j of his juftice and holinefs, 
and in one word, of all his perfections , fo that we 
cannot confider them without diminifhing in his 
prefence, and acknowledging, that in comparifon 
with him we are but duft and aihes. 

2. When we remember the great privilege which 
God has granted us by declaring himfelf our father 
in Chriit Jefus, it is not poffible for us not to be 
under perpetual apprehenfions of offending him, 
and of drawing upon ourlelves, by our mifcon- 
ducl, the juft effects of his indignation. The fight 
only of fin alarms us, and were we fure we never 
ihould commit it, the idea itfelf would be horrible 
enough to make us tremble; almoft like a man 
who from the top of a 'high tower looks down a 
precipice, or like feeing on more the abyffcsof the 

ita, 

teftimony of God ; he hath he hath perfuaded us, Sfc. la 

/aid, he defireth not the death fine, from the incompatibility 

of a iinner. 3. From the of fsrvile fear, with piety and 

luorks of God ; he hath given human felicity, wliich reli- 

his fon to die. 4. Prom his gion evidently tends to pro- 

fromifes ; lie hath promifed to mote. TheJe are fubftantial 

accept us, &c. 5. From his helps againft defpair, excd- 

fomniand-j he hath command- lent in themfelvesj and well 

ed "us to confide in his mercy, authenticated to us,- 
S-9-.6. From his expajlulations j : 
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fea, the horrors of a temped : for however fafe we 
are, thefe objects will not fail to affright us; (9) 

3. When we reflect on ourfelves, and confider 
our natural inclinations prone to evil, and com- 
pare them with thofe good and holy difpofitions; 
which grace has formed in us, it is impoffible not 
to acknowledge, that all we have of good comes 
from God, that of ourfelves we are incapable of 
the leaft good thing, and that it is God whoworketh 
in us both to will and to do of his good pleafure. 
Now this produces that humility, which the Scrip- 
ture calls fometimes/dwr, as in that famous paifage 
to the Romans, Be not high minded: fat fear; and 
in thefe admirable words of the fecond pfalm, Serve 
the Lord with fear ', rejoice before him with trembling. 
In both thefe places,/ftzr fignifies humility, (i ) 

4. "When 

(9) Filial fear agrees with whole, and the whole the 

lo<ve. One of the fin eft no- 'glory of each part, 

tions, that can be formed of (i) Fear Jignifas humility, 

any one chriftian grace, is That is to fay, fear is fome- 

that of its harmony with all times fpoken of metonymically* 

other chriftian graces. No The fear of Ifaac, Gen, xxxi. 

general rule of .defcribing a 42. is the God whom Jfaac 

virtue will tend more towards feared. I will mock when 

preserving us from error than your fear cometh, Prov. i. 26. 

this. Hope lightens fear, and that is, when thofe calamities- 

fear is ballaft to hope. Faith come, of which ye are afraid, 

keeps repentance from run- The fear of the Lord is 

ning into dcfpair, and repen- clean, Ffal. xix. 9. that is, 

tance keeps faith from rifing the law of the Lord. I will 

to prefumption. The new.- teach you the fear of the Lord, 

man, or that Jet of graces, Pfal. xxxiv. 11. that is, I will 

which conlUtutes a chriftian, inftrucl: you in the worjhip of 

is, like the natural body, a God, By the fear of the 

beautiful compofuion of feem- Lord are riches and honour, 

ingly oppofite materials form- Prov. xxii. 4. that is by '4 

ed into one uniform fyftem, cpurfepf moral obedience* 
each part effential to the 
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4. When we confider not only that ftate of 
natural corruption whence we were taken, but alfo 
the infirmities and weaknefTes,'which remain fince 
our regeneration, and when we compare thefe with 
the numerous (hares, which are fet for us, with 
that formidable multitude of enemies, which at- 
tack our falvation, with, the , force and addrefs, 
which they difplay to furprize and enfnare us: 
however intrepid we may be, it is not poffible, if 
we fincerely intend to be faved, but we muft fear 
making fome falfe ftep, and confequently this will 
-awaken all our diligence and caution to endeavour 
to guard againft it , for, after all, there is no art, 
which our adversaries will not try to make us 
{tumble, nor is there any fin, which we are not 
capable of committing. Which of us, however 
advanced he may be in piety, can anfwer for his 
own heart ? This made Jefus Chrifl fay to his 
difciples, Watch and fray , left you enter into temp- 
tation'; for the fpirit'is willing: but the flejh is 
weak. (2) 

5, Though 

(2) There h no fin, which ftem) we might proceed to the 

we are not capable of commit* commiffion of every fin, and 

ting. Our author does not confequently of the unpar- 

intend to contradift what he donable fin. The Calvi- 

had' elfewhere affirmed, con- niftick fyftem is preferable to 

cerning the impoffibility of a every other on this article, as 

good man's committing the it lays a folid ground of hope 

iin againft the Holy Ghoft. for every true believer, that 

He only means, that, were we he mall not fo fin as to perifti 

wholly left to the natural de- everlaftingly. All other fy- 

pravity of our hearts, and ftems leave the unpardonable 

were we denied the aids of fin open to every chriftian : 

the blefled Spirit (neither of but this fhuts the gulf, .and 

which can come to pafs ac- fp provides Jtrong confolation- 

cording to Mr, Claude's fy- for the heirs ofpromife. Heb. 

vi. 



5. Though the grace of God, which fupports 
Us in temptations, be capable of preferving. us, 
yet, fhould God fufpend the influence of his grace, 
what advantages would not the fiefh obtain over 
the fpirit, as the falls of David and Peter too fnf. 
ficiently teach us? This confideration fhould 
perpetually make us fear and tremble^ for who can 
affure us, that there will be no moments in our 
lives, in which God will leave us a prey to the 
temptations of the world, and the occasions of fin? 
And fhould this happen, it would be the moft de- 
plorable and miferable ftate, into which a believer 
could fall. This is then a juft fubject of fear, 
which ought always to make us lift up our eyes 
and prayers to God, to beg him not to lead us into 
temptation, but to deliver us from the wiles of the 
enemy, and the evil tempers of our own hearts,(3 j 

In 

vi. 17, 1 8. -See the fubject: ed truths muft be urged. Mr* 

at large in Monf. Claude's Claude wifely prefers the lat- 

Oeuvres fojtbumes, Tom. iv. ter method, and compofes 

Traite du peche centre Le S. applicatory fermons of the 

Efprit. . pl'aineft fimp'eft truths in the 

(3) This is a jujl fubjeft of world, and like a true mafter 

fear. We conclude this chap- in Ifrael exclaims, This is a 

ter by curforily observing the jvft ground of hope that is a 

peculiar turn of our author's juft fubject of fear, &c. 

applicatory fermons. To/- The following remark of 

fly, in his fenfe, is to bring the Archbifhop of Cambray, 

home to the conference. In may not improperly be ap- 

order to this his aim is to plied to this method of 

convince the judgment, that preaching, 

fo the paffions, which are " Some zealous preachers, 

excited, may be excited tinder pretence of apoftolical 

rationally and -voluntarily, fimplicity, do not effectually 

Now there are only two ways ftudy either the doctrine of 

of doing this; either un- Scripture, or the powerful 

known truths muft be -Hated, manner of perfuafion that we 

:and proved, or known allow- are taught there. They ima- 
gine 
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In a word, there arejm? kinds of fear, in which 
\ve ought continually to be. A fear of refpefit, 

re- 

gine that they need only bawl, excellent difcourfes without 

and fpeak often of hell and the great preparation. For one 

devil. Now without doubt a fpeaks eafily of fuch truths as 

preacher ought to affect peo- make a clear and ftrong im- 

ple by itrong, and fometimes preflion on his mind. Now 

even by terrible images: but above all things, fuch a fub- 

jt is from the Scripture that ject as religion muft furnifli 

he fliould learn to make pow- exalted thoughts : and excite 

erful irapreflions. There he the nobleft fentiments : and 

may clearly difcover the way this is the defign of eloquence, 

to make fermons plain 'and But a preacher ought to fpeak 

popular, without lofing the to his audience, as a father 

force and dignity they ought would talk to his children, 

always to have. For want of with an affectionate tender- 

this knowledge a preacher nefs : and not like a de- 

oftentimes doth but ftun and claimer, pronouncing an ha- 

frighten people : fo that they rangue, with ftiffnefs, and an 

remember but few clear no- affected delicacy." Dialogues 

dons: and even the impref- OK Eloquence, dial. 3 . 

fions of terror they received, The following rules for ob- 

are not lading. This mif- taining facility of fpeaking 

taken fimplicity that fome feem tome very juft. "You 

affect, is too often a cloak for are well verfed, fays the wri- 

ignorance : and at beft it is ter, in literature, and you 

fuch an unedifying manner of have a due fenfe and relijh of 

addrefs, as cannot be accepta- religion on your own foul ; to 

ble either to God, or men. theie add the following rules. 

Nothing can excufe fuch " i. Do not content your- 

homely preachers, but the felf with general knowledge : 

Sincerity of their intentions, but endeavour to fettle in your 

They ought to have iludied mind the genuine notion of 

and meditated much upon the all the doctrines and duties 

word of God, before they un- of religion. If you be thus 

dertook to preach. A prieft mafter ofthefubjett, you will 

who underltands the Scrip- be able to fpeak readily and 

ture fully, and has the gift of diftin&ly on all occafions, 

fpeaking, fupported by the Want of clearnefs of fpeak- 

authority of his function, and ing generally arifeth from a 

of a good life, might make defect of clear thinking. 

II. 3 P ' _< 2, Be 
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remembering what we are in the eyes of that Jnfi- 
nite "Majefty, who fees us, and in the hands of the 
perpetual Providence, which governs us A fear' of 
horror in regard to fin, remembering that the great- 
eft of evils is that of offending a good and mer, 
ciful God, of whom we have received fo many 
favours A fear of humility ^ remembering that all 
we are, and all we have by grace, we hold not of 
onrfelves, but God 1 A fear of precaution, remem- 
bering that thejuft falkthfeven'times a day, and that 
' if we fay, We have no Jin, we deceive curfelves, and th 
truth is not in. us A fear of attachment to God, fay- 
ing to him with the prophet, Fdrfake me not, Lord, 
my God, be not far from me. In this manner let 
us work out our own falvation, and God, behold. 
.ing his talents multiply in our hands, will increafe 
their number by adding bleffing upon bleffing, 
till at length he will change grace into glory, and 
"ive us the entire and perfect enjoyment of his 



everlafting inheritance;. 

tf 2. Be much in the ftudy 
of the Scriptures*, this will 
fur ni ill you with matter, and 
it v/ill give your//ji/i?a tine- 
ture; that will render it more 
acceptable to the pious. 

'* 3, Convcrfe with the 
writings of thoie praclical, 
preffing, awakening divines, 
who fpc,?lc. TO oft naturally to 



the fouls of men. Here you 
will acquire the belt fort of 
pulpit-elcqnence. 

" 4. Preach conftantly. Fi-c- 
quency will render the work 
e;ify to be performed by your- 
felf, and what is fo will be 
more eafy to be underftood 
by the hearers." G /anvil*! 
EJJay on Preaching, part i. 



CHAP. 
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C H A P. VIII. 
Of Texts to be difcufled in Propoiitions. 



PTpO thefe three, a fourth may be added, which 
1 - coniifts in reducing the texts to a number of 

-^*. ^ O 

propofitions, two at lead, and three or four at 
moft, having mutual dependence, and connection. 
Thus for example, Rom. viii. 13. If ye live after 
the fiejh, ye faall die : but if ye through the fpirit do 
mortify the deeds of the body 7 ye Jhdl live. You 
may, without pretending to explain the terms, 
fojbfpirit death- life* or the phrafes, live after 
the flcjb mortify the deeds of the body (which is 
the ufual method.) you may reduce the whole to 
two proportions ; the one, that the damnation of 
fmners is inevitable and the other,' that a good 
and holy life is both a principal end of the gof 
pel, and an infeparable character of chriftianity. 
When this method is taken, there is much more 
liberty than in the former, and a more extenfive 
field opens. In the former methods you are re- 
ftrained to your text, and you can only explain, and 
apply that ; you can make no other obfervations, 
than f'uch as precifely belong to it: but here your 
ftibject is the matter contained in your proportions, 
and you may treat of them thoroughly, and extend 

3 D 2 them 
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them as far as you pleafe, 'provided you do not 
violate the general rules of a fermon. Here you 
muft propoie not to treat of the text, but of thofe 
/#/?/>#j, which you have chofen from feveral con- 
tained in the text. The way of explication is moil 
proper to give the meaning of Scripture ; and this 
of fyftematical divinity, (i) The way of appli- 
cation rather regards practice than theory : but 
this, which we call the way of proportions, or 
points, is more proper to produce an acquaintance 

with 

(i) Syjhmatical divinity, be examined, but only to be 
Some writers have exclaimed defended, if they take a place, 
bitterly againft fyftems ofdi- which belongs to the facred 
vinity, others have exaggerat- Scriptures, if aflent to them 
ed the utility of them. Per- be a ground of poffefiing civil 
haps the truth may be, neither and ecclefiaftical benefits, 
fide has taken fufficient pains then indeed they deferve all 
to underftand the other. The- that has been faid againft 
ology reduced to a fyftem. is them, 
nothing more than a regular Syftem is defined a fcheme, 
arrangement of what we hold which unites many things in 
for religion, and there caH be order,, and reduces them to 
no damage done by fuch or- regular dependence ; and the 
derly difpofitions of truths : following remarks feem juft. 
n the contrary, much benefit " A regular order is required 
arifes to a Undent of divinity in the general arrangement, 
by them, for a fyftem is as of a fyftem of divinity, , and a 
advantageous to a miniiler, as connection is to be preferved 
a regular fet of books to a in the feveral matters that 
merchant. A minifter's fancy formit the definitions fhould 
is a kind of vvafte book, his be juft the divifions exafi 

fyftem is a fort of ledger, the arguments folid the 

There are many ways ofabuf- proofs clear -the citations 
ing fyftems, and thefe abufes conclufive -the examples 
have given jult ground of com- ftriking the terms of each 
plaint. It human fyftems be thefis are to be explained at 
"made ilandards of orthodoxy, the beginning -from each 
if they be impofed on mink, definition certain axioms are 
'Jters, if they be given not to to be drawn from thence 

pro- 
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with fyftematical divinity, and it will equally ferve 
theory and pradice. (2) 

For 

proportions are to be formed " Lukewarmnefs is a certain 
which are to be illuftrated prelude of a fall, ift, Be- 
by fcholia, and proper rea- caufe fpecial aids are necefiary 
foning." Elements of Uni- to perfeverance in grace ; but 
*ver/al Erudition, by Baron they are not afforded in this 
Bielfeld, vol. i. book \.chap. Hate, adly, Becaufe the paf- 
I , f. 5 . lions, which draw us away, 
(2) Propofitions . This rule is ftrengthen in this ftate. 3diy, 
beautifully exemplified by Becaufe all external helps to 
Saurin in his fermon on piety become ufelefs in fuch 
Chrift's divinity.. " The aftate." Set: Car. tom.iv. 
doctrine of the divinity of pourle jeudidela^fem. Some- 
Jefus Chrift (fays he) we times three propofitions are 
ground on three proportions, the three parts of his fermon. 
ift, Jefus Chrift is fupremely Thus, on " Mat. viii. 10. 
adorable, and fupremely a- ift, Religion is reafonable, 
dored by beings the moft \vor- 2dly, Religion is glorious, 
thy of our imitation, adly, 3dly, Religion is neceflary. 
It implies a contradiction to Ser. Car. torn. i. pour le jeudi 
fay, that God communicates apres les centres. 
the honours of fupreme ado- So again, " i Cor. ii. 7, 8. 
ration to a fimple creature, ift, A fuffering God renders 
3dly, Our ideas of this fub- humiliations honourable, zd, 
jeft are perfectly conformable A God carrying our griefs 
to thofe of the ages, in which renders fufferings amiable, 
orthodoxy is belt eftabliflied, ^d. A God united to man. 
and leail fufpected." The confounds reafbn, and renders 
text is Rev. v. 1 1, 12, 13, 14. even faith reafonable." Mj- 
and the fermon a full anfwer fter. pour I'incarnation, 
to all that can be objected a- Mr. Superville, from Mat. 
gainft the doctrine. Saur. xxii. 41. 46, extracts three 
jer. torn. \\,fer. 4. propofitions, which he calls 
Maflillon abounds in this three lejons. ift, "Two truths 
mechodj but feldom mentions may be certain, and worthy \ 
them in form : a lingle pro- of all acceptation, though we 
pofuion is the ground of the know not how to make them 
fermon, and its proof, the agree together, Chrift was 
parts. Thus, in a fermon David's fon, and David's 
on indifference in religion. Lord, zd, Tnere always were 

oblcuriues 
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Tor example, let us take the text juft now 

quoted. If ye live after ifa'ftfi^ ye- Jhal'l die -, 

: >; but 



ob'fcnrities in revelation, nor 
is 'it poflible, or fit that it 
iliouid he othenvife, 3dly, 
Pride, and indocility, are 
vices fo odious to the Lord, 
that they provoke him to leave 
jn ignorance thofe, who, 
being altogether blind, boaft 
arrogantly of their know 
ledge." Ser. fur les olfcur. 
de la revel, torn, i. 

Mr Saurin, in a fermon on 
Ecclef. vii. 29. lays down 
fcven propofitions, which lie 
calls-maxims. " \ . A miserable 
being ought to endeavour to 
dimimfh his miferies, inilead 
cf labouring to increafe them. 
2. Not to attend to evils, 
which cannot be healed but 
by attention,,. is to perpetuate, 
and aggravate them. 3. Every 
fyrlem of happinefs, which 
IMS no relation, or only a 
diftant one, to the perfection 
of the faculties, and the con- 
dition of the being,- that it 
would render happy, is a 
falfe fyftern, at leaft it is an 
incomplete fyllera of happi- 
nefs. 4. A good, of which 
the world has high notions : 
but which we know by rea- 
fon, by feeling, by experi- 
ence, by all the kinds of 
proof's, that the fubjecl will 
admit of, is incapable of ma- 
king -us happy, is not a good 
in "regard to us. 5. .To float- 



in uncertainty on the moil in- 
terefcinp; qneitions, and not to 
col!el all one's attention, net ' 
to fufpendall one's occupations 
in endeavouring to clear thefe 
queflions. to banifli doubt, 
and acquire certainty, is to ' 
aft contrary to our true in- . 
tcrefts. 6. The greatnefs of 
an objeft makes up for its un- 
certainty ; or, to exprefs my- 
felf more clearly, a great 
good, if it be poffible, and 
probable, though uncertain, 
merits the facrifice cf a fmall 
good, though prefent, and 
certain : and a great evil, 
though diflant, and uncer- . 
tain, merits, in order to avoid 
it, an expofure to a fmall 
evil prefent, and certain. 
Finally, a conducl, which we 
are ftire of repenting, is an 
unreafonable conduft. Thefe 
maxims (adds he) are fo ge- 
nerally received in the world, 
that according to our viola- 
tion, or practice of them, we 
are reputed as more or lefs 
diftant from wifdom, or folly ; 
and when we have violated 
them to a certain degree, we 
are generally regarded as 
madmen. We are going to 
prove, that fmners in the 

plans of happinefs, which they 
form to themfelves, violate all 
thefe maxims." Saur.fer. torn, 

- iv. /. -1 o ; fur h t ravers, &V. 

Proportions 
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hit if\ ye throuvh tie fpirit do mortify the .deeds of tb& 
body, ye fodl live. After faying in a few words, 
that by thofe, w'ho'/w after tbeflefh^ the apoitle 
means the worldly, and wicked, fuch as are govern- 
ed by worldly. intt;rdts, and carnal paffions-j and 
that by the deatb t with which he threatens them, 
he means eternal damnation -, and that, on the 
contrary,- by life, he intends that eternal ialv.ition, 
'and heavenly glory, which the gofpel promifes,; 
and that, by the mortification of the djeds of the 
~body, of which he fpeaks, and of which he fays 
the holy fphit is the author, he intends an holy 
life, fpent in the exercife of virtues, ^nd practice 
, of good works , after briefly faying this, reduce 
the whole difcourfe to rvvo proportions, firfb, The 
damnation of the wicked is inevir.able. Secondly, 
The practice of good works, and an holy and re- 
ligious life is the principal end pro poled in the gof- 
pel, and a principal character of a true chrii- 
tian. (3) 

You 

_ Proportions or points. Our us fome notions of his power t 

author ufes thefe terms fyntt wi/dom, jujtice, and gosdnejs, 

niruouily ; our Engli/h di- will iuggeil co us tiie belief 

vines take the latter in a far of a providence will teach, 

more vague and 'equivocal us the relation in which we 

'meaning. " The death of Hand to God as creatures' 

Chri it is the foundation of the our obligations to worfolp 

{pint of life:; to unfold this and obey him in the general 

.point therefore, becaufe it is the duties of juftice, charity, 

zfp&ciat point." " For 'the and temperance in the more 

understanding of this corn" obvious in fiances, and laftly, 

fortable/o/a?" Sibl>s.-r-. - that we deferve to fufter, as 

" The point to be corjfiderecl often as we deviate -from the 

is the expediency of a divin.e -known rules of duty, 1 hefe 

revelation. Common reafon points cannot be difpiued," 

will lead us to acknowledge. &c. Cony bear e. 

the being of a Qod .\villgivp . (3) If yeliw after tbefajh 



You may enter on the firft proportion, by ob- 
ferving, that it is deplorable to confiderthe blind- 

nefs 

ye /hall die. How different is excite in us a juft diflike of 

the fketch ftruck out by our the whole art. " St. Paul 

difinterefted author from that, exhorts him, that is taught in 

which formed the plan of a the word, to communicate to 

fermon on a fimilar paflage him, that teacheth, in all good 

by one of the intolerant bi- things. If there be any co- 

fliops of Charles II ! I am here nee in the difcourfe, any 

forry to fay, it was the laft reafon in the rational particle 

fermon, that Laney, Bp. of for, the communicating our 

Ely, preached before his ma- goods for the gofpel is true 

jelly; for, however men live, Jawing to the fpirit. Our 

one would wifh to fee them worldly goods by nature and 

die in a chriftian temper. This kind are carnal, yet being 

fermon is entitled Of compre- /own to the fpirit [that is to 

henfan, that is to fay, gentle fay, lands being fettled on the 

reader, the opinion of Bp. church of England] become 

Laney and his faftion on the fpiritual, they are infranchifed 

generous, liberal fcheme of and incorporate into the fa- 

fome great and good patriots mily and retinue of the fpirit, 

for fo modelling the eftaliih- they alter their property by 

ed church as to comprehend giving the refpecT: that perfons 

the non-conformifts. The of low birth have, when they 

ilyle of this fermon is low and are adopted or affianced into 

vulgar, the fpirit of it is fiery a more noble Hock. When, 

and intolerant, and the whole the flelh ferves the fpirit, it 

defign of it is to eftabliih the is advanced above her condi- 

hierarchy on the ruins of non- tion, the volatile nature of 

conformity. The text is Gal. the flefh is fixed by the fpirit, 

vi. 7, 8. Be not deceived, and helps to make up the title 

God is not mocked', for whatfo- to life everlafting. 

ever a manfoweth, that Jh all "It is reported, from z/jou/e 

he alfo reap. For he, that ofChloe,lha.t . . a church 

fowetb to thejlejh, JKallofthe lhall be contrived, that will 

flejb reap corruption : but he, give room and liberty to them 

that foweth to the fpirit, Jhall all. . . It is to be call- 

of the fpirit reap life everlaft- ed a comprehenfive church 

ing. A fpice of this man's- . . though I think it might 

perverfion of the facred oracles better be called a drag-net. . 

of God will be fufficient to , . It is a Trojan horfej 

with 
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nefs, in which the greateft part of the people in 
the world live, who feldom think of the punifh- 
ments of hell, or the confequences of death. 
You may remark, that from this blindnefs comes 
their infenfibility to religion, and their extreme 
attachment to the vanities of this prefent world 5 
for it would be impoffible for them not to endea- 
vour to avoid the eternal torments, which await 
fmners after this life, were they well perfuaded of 
the truth of them, as nature itfelf would lead 
them to this, and felf-love would reduce know- 
ledge to practice. Yet you may add, that, how- 
ever great this blindnefs is, it is, in a meafure, af- 
fected, and voluntary, proceeding more from the 
malice of the heart, than the darknefs of the un- 
derftanding j for the paffions avoid thofe objects, 
which are difagreeable to them, and perpetually 
fubftitute others to employ the mind. Whence it 
may be concluded, that it is of the laft importance 
to meditate on this matter, on which depends the 
juftice, or injuftice of our life, the good, or bad 
itateof our death, and our eternal intereft in a fu- 
ture world. 

Having this prepared the people's minds, enter 
into the matter more particularly, and, above all 
things, take care to eftablilh. the truth, and evi- 
dence 

with a comprebenjtve telly. . glifli, it was fuppofed by a 

It is defired for what governs junto, at the houfe of one of 

all the world, gain and profit . the king's .Chloes, that the 

( . . but it is the greateft removal of penal laws for 

difhonour that can be to the confcience fake would open 

fpirit to make it ferve for church-preferments to the 

compoft only to lay in the field non-cons. Glorioufly faid, 

of the flelh." J n plain En- and like a Stuarune bifhop 1 

VOL. II. 3 E 
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dence of your proportion (4) by obferving, firft 
that Man Is a creature fubjeft to a fc, that even the 
light of his confcience difcovers an effential diffe- 
rence between vice, and virtue, good actions, and 
bad, that thence come the emotions of confcience, 
and the judgments we make of one another's ac- 
tions, approving or condemning them , for this 
neceffarily proves, that there is a common rule by 
which, we acknowledge, all men ought to live ; 
and this is a truth fo natural to all men, that the 
wickedeft of all, who endeavour to elude its ap- 
plication to themfelvcs, do however acknowledge 
-it, when propofed in. general, and applied to other 
fubjecls. (5) . If there be a law common to all 

men, 

(4) Alow all things take fuafion lies in an ability of 

tare to render ihe truth of your blending the hard with the 

proportion evident. We have eafy, the obfcure with the ob- 

before obfer.ved, that the pun- vious, fo that the learned may 

gency of a fermon lies in the not be naufeated with vulgar- 

truth of the doftrines, that ifms, nor the populace per- 

compofe it. /W..ii. page 27^. plexed with fophifms." . 

To which we beg leave to Eman, Vbef. de argut. cap. 

add, the truth of a doftrine xviii, 

muft be made apparent, or it ($)1'kereisarule ) l>yivhich 
cannot 'produce its effeft. ' all men ought to live. . . The 
Some truths in learned fci- moft wicked allow it. That 
ences admit of only learned is, the moft wicked are oblig- 
demonltrations ; they are the ed to allow it, if they rea- 
iame to the lower clafs of fon confequentially. Mr. 
mankind therefore as errors, Hobbes fuppofed, f f That the 
for they cannot comprehend decifions of the civil magi- 
jthe ai-guments that eftablifh ilrate were to be the nils of 
them : but theology is not a morality, and that the very 
fcience of this kind, it admits obligations of duty could be 
of popular proof,, and this is ' founded only in his will." 
its glory. 'A good judge has To which a divine well re- 
well faid, cc The whole art plied, " What if the magi- 
pf evangelical popular per- ilratehimfelfihould.be under 



men, there muft be a Supreme Judge, before whofe 
tribunal they muft appear to give art account of. 
their actions; and if there be a fupreme tribunal to 
judge them, it neceflarily follows, that there are 
punimments ordained for the tranfgreffors of this 
common law. Law, Judge, Punifhment, are 
three things, which reafon and nature have joined 
together in indiflbluble bonds. A law is no law 
if it does not fuppofe a judgment, and judgment 
is no judgment if it does not fuppofe punimment : 
but if thefe three things be infeparable from each 
other, they are alfo from a fourth, the nature of 
man, and dignity of his condition as he is a rea- 
fonable creature, reafon being only a principle of 
good or evil, or, if you pleafe, a power which ren- 
ders 

a miftake /"-Should either re- violate thefe rules : but they 
fufe to eftablifh any fcheme of cannot free themfelves from 
virtue at all ? Or choofe an thefe criteria. As there are 
imperfeft one ? Or, having immutable laws for the ope- 
once made a right choice, rations of the judgment, fo 
through levity of temper there are fimilar laws for afts 
change it ? Thofe, who are of volition. Thefe are not 
incapable of being influenced arbitrary, 'they are natural 
to a virtuous life in any other and neceffary; an$ lay us un- 
way than this, muft be left in 4 er indifpenfible obligations ; 
very uncertain condition. ' ? and as it is inaccurate to rear 
Dr. Coty&ewe's Sermon on the fon contrary to the fixed laws 
Expediency of a Divine Reve- pf fyllpgifm, fo it is unjuft tQ 
lation, 1729. will any thing not confprma- 
" There are, fays Bayle, ble to fixed laws of volition, 
laws of reafoning indepen- There is in virtue a natural 
dent pn the will of man. and interior fitnefs, and in 
Rules of reafoning are not vice a iimilar unfitnefs and 
therefore juft an4 true, be- injuftice, fo that virtue and 
caufe men have thought pro- vice are two kinds of quali-. 
per^to throw them into fyllo- ties naturally and morally 
giftical form ; they are juft in different'." Settle Pen/ett, 
themfelves. Sophifms, may 
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'ders us capable of good and evil, in oppofition to 
brute beafts, not naturally made capable of either 
vice or virtue. It muft therefore be owned, that 
we are fubject to a law,, a law relates to a judge, a 
judge to a difpenfation of punimments, fo that 
thefe four things, reafon, law, judgment and pu- 
niihment, are truths of inconteftible evidence, nor 
can any one be denied without deftroying them 
all. (6) 

Now from all this it appears how pernicious 
this wilful blindnefs is, which makes the wicked 
deny the pains of hell; for thereby they turn 
themfelves into brute beafts, and, openly profeffing 
to deny their own reafon, they degrade themfelves 
below that admirable dignity of their nature, which. 
places them above all other animals. 

Having thus eftablifhed your propofition by 
reafon, you may eftablifh. it by the confent of all 
mankind; for in the thicjteft darknefs of paganifm, 
when, as the Scripture fays, God fuffered all nations 
to walk in their own ways, even then, it was always 
acknowledged, that as there was a reward propofed 

to 



(6) Reafon, law, judgment with rewards ^.tA.p 

emd punijhment , . . are becaufe the fame reafons, 

connefted together. Our ex- which prove God himfelf to 

cellent Dr. Sam. Clarke has be neceffarily juft and good 

placed thefe articles in the . . prove alfo that he can- 

cleareft light, and proved their not but be pleajed TW//& and 

connection in the moft ma- approve fuch creatures as imi- 

iterly and concluiive manner. tate and obey him . . and 

f e Though eternal morale- diff leafed with fuch as aft con- 

bligations are incumbent in- trary . . and, confequently, 

deed on all rational creatures, that he cannot but fome way 

antecedent to any refpeft of or other make a fuitabk dlf- 

particular reward or punilh- ference in his dealings with 

inent, yet they muft certainly them." &t.~Demonftrat. of 

neceffarily be attended Being and fltri fates of God, 
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to the jiift, and virtuous, fo there were alfo punilh- 
ments determined for the unjuft and impious. 
I own, when the pagans philofophized on thefe 
punifhments, they almoft all faid chimerical, and 
unreafonable things, yet, allowing this, they were 
not far from this general idea, that there muft ne- 
ceffarily be a puniihment annexed to vice. (7) 

This 



(7) Prove your do&rint ly 
affirming theconfentof all man- 
kind. Univerfal confent has 
been difputed as afafi, and 
denied as an argument : yet 
we have great authority for 
the truth of the facl, and 
itrong reafons to retain the 
argument. We will colleft 
both in this note from divines, 
hiitorians, philofophers and 
travellers of great judgment 
and approved fidelity. 
. " It is objected (fays Mr. 
Saurin) that what is confider- 
ed as a crime by one nation is 
regarded as a virtue \y ano- 
ther, notions therefore of vir- 
tue and vice are arbitrary. 
But if one nation refpe&s as a 
virtue what another detefts as 
a vice, I conclude, that it is 
becaufe they both agree in 
this general proportion, that 
virtue is preferable to vice, 
and juftice to injuftice. One 
nation maintains that a child's 
love to his father muft incline 
him to fuccour his father to 
the laft extremities of his life, 
and carefully to guard- f and 
if poflible lengthen the life of 
?. perfpn fg dear p him. $n. 



other nation maintains that a 
child's love to his father 
fliould engage him tb eat his 
father, when arrived at a cer- 
tain age, that he may deliver 
him from the infirmities of 
old age, and the anguifli of a 
flow death, and that he may 
give in his own bowels a re- 
fuge to him, who carried 
him in his. But both thefe 
nations agree, that children 
mould love their parents. 
Love to parents, then, is una- 
mmoufly confidered as a vir- 
tue. If then univerfal agree- 
ment be a conclufive argu- 
ment, it concludes for our 
fyftem." Saur. Ser. fur le 
tr ewers ds /' e/prif humain. 
torn. iv. 

If unit'er/al confent be a 
conclufive argument, fays 

Mr. Saurin. 1 conceive 

what Mr. Locke fays of the 
unwerfal confent of mankind 
concerning tne being of God, 
may be applied to future pu- 
niihments. His words are 
thefe: " I think that the uni- 
iierfal confent of mankind, as 
to the being of a God, a- 
, mounts to thus much : That 
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This may be further proved by the principle of 
religions. There never was, nor can there ever 



be 



the vaftly greater majority of offerings." Rollings Anc* 

mankind have, in all ages of Hi/}, b. x. (-.3. 
the world, actually believed A modern traveller fays, 
a God j that the majority of " The favages of Canada 
the remaining part have not think that the country of fouls 
a&ually disbelieved it ; and is very far weftward, that they 
confequently thofe, who have have great difficulties to fur- 
aftually oppofed the belief of mount, and great dangers ta 
a God, have truly been very run through before they arrive 
few; fo that comparing thofe, there. They fpeakof a river 
that have actually diibeliev- they have to pafs, where ma- 
ed, with thofe, who have ac- ny have been wrecked ; of a 
tually believed a God, their dog, from which they find it 
number is fo inconfiderable, hard to defend themfelves ; of 
that in refpect of this incom- a place of torment, where they 
parably greater majority of expiate their faults ; of anor 
thofe who have owned the be- ther where the fouls are tor- 
lief of a God, it may be faid mented of the prifoners of war 

to be the univer/al conftnt of that have been burnt."- 

mankind." EJfay, I), i. c. 4. Cbarhvoix's Poyage to Ca- 
f. 8. note. nada, letter 23. 

An approved hiftorian af- I cannot help obferving, 
firms, " In every people we that all ancient and modern 
difcover a reverence, and awe accounts concerning pagan 
of the Divine Being j an ho- ignorance of God, future re- 
.mage paid to him, and an open wards and punimments,&c.do 
profeffion of an entire depen- not in the leaft difprove Mr. 
dance upon him in all their Locke's afTertion, " That we 
undertakings and neceffities, have no innate ideas" as a late 
in all their adverfides and reverend author, methinks, 
dangers. Incapable of them- rather too haftily concluded, 
felves to penetrate futurity, Perhaps they prove thus 
and to afcertain events in much, That the evidence of 
their own favour, we find thefe truths is fo clear, that a 
them intent upon confulting moderate ufe of our faculties 
the .divinity by oracles, and will perceive it. See an in- 
by other methods of a like ftance of this in Crantz's Hij?. 
nature, and, to merit his pro- of Greenland) vol. i. p. 107. 
teftion by prayers, vows, and OTW m TO ^ WK\ sV ToSeiow 
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be any, which is not founded on this principle, that 
God is our fovereign judge, who holds in his hands 
our life and death j this made a profane writer fay, 
Fear made Gods ; meaning that from this fource 
all religions generally proceeded. 

Finally, you may proceed to revelation, and or> 
ferve, that revealed religion has carefully placed 
this truth in full evidence. You may eftablifh 
this by reciting fome principal texts of Scripture, 
which exprefsly fpeak of the damnation of finners. 
Such texts are not difficult to find. ( 8 ) The truth 
of the punifhment. being thus proved, go on to the 
degree of it, which is very important, and will 
make a deep impreffi'on. You may fay, ift. That 
this j)unifhment muft not be in this life only, but 
after death-, the reafon is plain, it is a punifhment 
which muft follow the, judgment, for the judgment 
cannot be till life is ended, as the courfe of life we 
purfue muft be finifhed, before the decree can be 
pronounced to acquit, or condemn us. It muft 

not 



ETTI TO TrXsirov K.UV pj StXuffi well founded. Our divines, 

ao-t ffv^uvfiTK,\ tvi TOM; ancient and modern, teack 

K fX x< > rrwv ^ wv wp7" lo f* E i""? the doctrine of future punifh- 

Quum igitur deum efle unum, ments, and confirm it by a 

plerique omnes ut plurimum multitude of paffages in both 

vel inviti confentiant, ubi ad Teftaments, for which, we 

univerforum principia appli- think, they have the beft au- 

cavennt.^/^a^. ApoL thority. However, when this 

(8) Texts, that /peak of tie doftrine is to be eftablifhed in 

damnation of Jinners, are not zfermon, it mould feem moft 

difficult to fnd. The notion eligible to quote undifputed 

advanced by fome, that the New-Teftament texts ; for as 

OA/Teftament fpeaksof only there can be no neceffity for 

temporal rewards and punifh- quoting many, it would be 

ments, would make a confi* imprudent to omit thofe, 

derable difference in our bo- which prove moft and quick- 

ies of divinity, if it were elt. 
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not then be imagined, that the punifhment, of 
which we fpeak, con fids in the afflictions of this 
life only. 2d. It muft be a punifhment, which 
involves both foul and body, for, as both have 
joined in the practice of vice, b { oth muft alfo par- 
take of the punifhment , whence it follows, that 
the punifhment can neither be temporal death, 
which does not affect the foul, nor the inquietudes, 
and agitations of confcience, which do not affect 
the body. gd. It muft he a real punifhment, that 
is, fomething which has truly the efTence of pain, 
and actually relates to the juftice of God, whence 
it follows that it cannot confift (as fome pretend) 
in the annihilation of body and foul ; for divine 
juftice demands an eternal pain, which glorifies it, 
and confequently which does not deftroy its fub- 
ject, but continues its fubfiftence for a perpetual 
monument of God's hatred to fin. 4th. It muft 
be a punifhment proportional in greatnefs, as well 
as in duration to the greatnefs of the judge whq 
ordains it, the tribunal which decrees it, and the 
almighty hand which executes it. Here a ftrong 
and pathetical defcription may be made of the 
greatnefs of the punifhnients of the damned. (9) 

Having 

(9) Defcrile pathetically the merits, is only intended to 

.funijhments of the damned. terrify finners; they think it. 

Some preachers, (fays Saurin) allowable to fuppole, that in 

under pretence that the doc- the end God will relax the 

trine of eternal punifhments rigour of them : but if the 

has thrown fome weak people defign of God in denouncing 

into doubts about the divine the punifhments of hell was 

perfections, have thought it only to terrify the impeni- 

their duty to remove that tent, would, it become us to 

, ftumbling-block, by prefum- oppofe his wife defigns, and 

ing that the idea, which Scrip- with our profane hands pull 

ture gives of eternal punilh- down the da.ms, with which 

he 
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Having thus eftablilhed the truth of our propo- 
'fition, and treated of the degrees of punifhments, 
we may pafs on to the va.inftibterfitges> which finners 
ufe on the fubjecl:. ift, It is a diftrefling fubject, 
therefore they do not like to think about it. You 
may obferve the folly of this conduct, for their 
condemnation is not the lefs certain for their for- 
getting it. They refemble prifoners, already in 
irons, and doomed to punimment, who ftifie the 
fenfe of their mifery by plunging into debauchery. 
They refemble the old world, who were eating* 
drinking, marrying ^ and giving in marriage, as the 
fcripture fays, and fuddenly, when they leaft of 
all thought of it, the flood came and took.thm all a- 
way. They cry peaces-peace^ while deftruftion ad- 
vances a great -pace towards them ; and irrecover- 
ably lofe the precious moments, which yet re- 
main for their efcape. 2dly, When worldly men 
cannot entirely avoid the i thought of damnation, 

which 

he meant to flop the current thoufand, and a thoufarid 

of our crimes ? Would we times, displayed the charms 

penetrate into his counfels, of religion, and difpjayed 

and, after havijig (as it were) them in vain? Some fo.uls 

extorted his confidence, in- muft be terrified, fome fm- 

difcreetly publifh his fecrets ?-- ners muft be fa<ved with fear* 

Let us, not leswife above what and pulled out of the fire. Some 

.is written, let us preach the hearts are fenfible only to one 

gofpel as it has pleafed God religious obje<3, that is hell, 

to commit it to us. He has . and, if there be any one way 

not judged that the doftrine of preventing their being 

pf eternal puniihments would really precipitated into that 

wound the hqjinefs of his at- frightful abyfs byiand by, it 

tributes, don't let us think fo is by precipitating them there 

tuen." Ser. de I'enfer. torn, in imagination now. Know- 

11 ing therefore the terror of the 

" Where is the minifter of .Lordi-weperfuadsmtn." .Sur 

-the gofpel who has not a 'faGompaf, 



which is frequently the cafe, for God often 
thunders in their conferences, as well as in the air, 
and thefe thunder claps frequently awake the moft 
fleepy -, when this is the cafe, I fay, they venture 
to take refuge in falfe notions, i. They flee to the 
mercy of God. "God, fay they, is indeed our judge: 
but he is a gracious judge, he has the companions 
of a father," and fo on. "When a finner would flatter 
himfclf, he will not fail to magnify reigning grace, 
and to collect all the moft tender, and foft pafia- 
ges of fcripture on the fubje6t. What a marvel- 
lous abule is this of mercy ! To make it an argu- 
ment againft the juft punilhments their crimes have 
deferved. True, God is merciful : but he is fo only 
to repenting fmners, and not to thofe, who perfe- 
vere in their crimes^ Mercy, on the contrary, 
arms itfelf to purfue the impenitent, for mercy is 
cruelly abufed, nor will mercy allow the impunity 
of that finner, who perfifts in fm,, and would 
make compaffion itfelf an accomplice in his crimes, 
2. The wicked feldom fail to abufe the evangeli- 
cal doctrine .of the death of Chrift. " I'be Hood oj 
Jefus Chrift (fay they) deanfeih from all Jin" But 
this is to make Jefus Chrift the minifter of fin, 
and to entertain the moft horrible of all notions, 
that he came into the world to leave men in an 
aby is of corruption, and to make himfelf a church, a 
myftical body compofed of infidels, and libertines. 
Harfh as this may appear, it muft be fo, if there 
were any room for the iilufion of thefe miferable 
people, who, to evade the neceffity of repentance, 
oppofe the unapplied blood of Chrift againft the 
fear of damnation. (i) 

3 . The 

(i) Impenitent Jtnners take our minifters allow, that the 
falfe notions. As all do&rines of grace may be mif- 

undedtood 



3. The greateft part of thefe people, when they 
fee the fword of divine juftice, accuftom themfelves 
to hide in a multitude like themfelves, and to oppofe ' 
their numbers againft t v he natural fear of punifh- 
ment. " If God (fay they)' were as rigorous as 
you reprefent him, Paradife would be a defert, 
and all men would be damned, for how few keep 
his commandments ! how few forfake fin by fuch 
a repentance as you require of us!" But Jefus 
Chrift has already anfwered this vain objection, 
many are called^ faid he, but few cbofen. Ifaiah 
and St. Paul have anfwered it, though, the number of 
the children of Ifrael be as the fan d ofthefea^ a rem- 
nant only Jhdl be faved. How great foever the num- 
ber of thofe, who perifb, may be, their perdition 
will be never the lefs. The death of them, who, 
were ingulphed in the deluge, was not the lefs 
painful for being general , nor was the deftrudion 
of the five cities by fire from heaven the lefs ter- 
rible to the unhappy fufferers, becaufe Lot and his 
family only were faved. (2) 

4. One 

underftood and abufed by li- " A mails mors abducit, 

bertinesj what becomes of that non a bonis, verum fi quaeri- 

argument againft chriftianity, mus. Et quidem hoc a Cy- 

which is derived from the renaico Hegefia fie copiofe 

loofe lives of fome of its pro- difputatur, ut is a rege Ptole- 

feflbrs ? Every doctrine has mso prohibitus efie dicatur 

been abufed, becaufe every ilia in fcholiis dicere; quod 

doctrine has been mifunder- multi his auditis mortem fibi 

ftood by fomebody. Chrif- ipfi confciflerent. Callimachi 

tianity in this point is analo- quidem epigramma in Cleom- 

gous to Judaifm, natural re- brotum eft, quern ait, cum ei 

ligion, the bleffings of provi- nihil accidiffet adverfi, e mu- 

dence, and the whole created ro fe in mare abjecifle lefto 

univerfe. Obferve how fome Platonis libro." Ciceron, fuj'c. 

heathens abufed the doctrine Difp. 

of the immortality of the foul. (2) Deluded feepk try fa 

. 3 F z hide 
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4 One of the moft common evafions, which the 
wicked ufe to elude their converfion, is to confider 
damnation as a very diftant thing, and to oppofe 
to the idea the advantages, and fweetneffes, which 
they find in fmful prefent objects. " Let us enjoy 
(fay they) the time prefent, and not trouble our, 
felves about futurity," I grant, when God is for 
#j, this maxim of not troubling ourfelves about 
futurity is good, and neceifary to preferve a tran> 
quillity in the mind : but it is only good becaufe 
it is wife, and it is only wife becaufe we therein 
commit the care of futurity to the providence of 
an all-merciful, and almighty Father, who watches 
over believers, and will fuller no evil to befa] 
them. But there is no greater folly than to be 
carelefs about futurity when God is againft us. 
"With the help of this negligence, our punilhments 
increafe in proportion to our fins. After thy hard* 
iwfs, and impenitent heart^ (fays the apoftle) tfau 
treafureft up unto thyfelf wrath agqinft the day of 
wrath) and revelation of the righteous judgment of 
God. (3) Sinners, you would have been athoufand 

times 

bide themf elves In the multitude. ( 3 ) J)ay of the revelation of 

I know of no writer, who the righteous judgment of God* 

goes deeper into this ill ufion The following plan for_dif- 

than the celebrated Voltaire, cuffing this doftrine in the 

Againft all pofitive proofs proportional way, appears to 

brought by divines for Chrif-? me beautifully juft and clear, 

tianity, he conftantly oppofes " Eccl.xi. 9. Rejoice, young 

the multitudes, that live with- man ! in thy youth, and let thy 

out it, the number and an- heart cheer thee in the days of 

tiquity of the Chinefe, the thy youth, and walk in the 

Japanefe, the Mexicans, and <ways of thy heart, and in the 

fo on. This is the fort o'f fight of thine eyes: but know 

\vritersofthisfort, and a beg* than, that for all tbefe things 

garly on? it is } Qod will Iring thee intojvdg- 

mcnt. 



times lefs miferable, if God had ihortened your 
days, if he had done you the favour (if I may 
fpeak fo) of putting you to death in your cradle ; 
had he fubjected you to the pain of natural 
death, he would at leaft have faved you from the 
accumulated torments, which the commiffion of 
fo many a&ual fins have deferved ; and the longer 
you live the more terrible will the judgments of 
divine juftice be-, for as your days increafe, the 

number 

meat, Propofition i. There muft a man have, who could 

is a judgment to come. Prop, coolly apply fuch a calatni- 

2. f/jott malt be brought to tons event as the fire of Lon- 

judgment. Prop. 3. Go;/ will don, and fuch an awful fub- 

bringthee to judgment. Prop, jecl as fiery future judgment, 

4. God will bring thee to to purpofes of perfection! 
judgment/or thefe things, the Alas ! Alas ! Had not fome 
ways of thy heart, &c. Prop, non-conforrnifts, who were 

5. God will bring thee to burnt out, fuffered enough by 
judgment for all thefe things, fire without the addition of 
Prop. 6. All this is certain imprifqnment for confcience- 
and evident ; for it is not fake ! Was the fire of Lon- 
think or believe: but know don, indeed, intended to 
ihou." eftablifh the hierarchy ! And 

This fermon was preached was perfecuting men for con- 

at the Abby Church in Weft- fdence-fake the left ufe, that, 

minfter, before the houfe of a Britiih houfe of Peers could 

Peers, Oft. loth, 1666, on make of that national cala- 

a day of rafting and humili- mity, the burning of half 

ation, on account of the late their metropolis ! Let us hear 

fire of London, by SethWard, this inhuman difciple of 'the 

Lord bilhop of Exeter ; and, moll compaffionate of matters.- 

although I praife t\\tform of " God hath upheld our re* 

vJifcuflion, as an example of liglon and government . . 

of the clear, yet far be it from and hach given us this/ea/bn- 

me to applaud the fpirit, in Me opportunity . . to 

which the application runs, attend the publique fervice. 

It goes exa&ly more epifcopali, It is difficult to reftore our 

or, fhall I rather fay, more city, and defend our country, 

? What a cruel heart to reltore the houfes of God, 

and 



number of your fins inereafe too. (4) Befides all 
this, who told you that your damnation was at the 

diftance 

and publique buildings, to with, toleration has been grant- 
re-edify ten thoufand private " ed, and yet neither is religion 
habitations, to fuftein the ruined, nor government de- 
poor and needy, to preferve ftroyed. 
the rights and properties of If, young ftudent, you 
men, to find fuch a temper have a mind to amufeyour- 
of juftice and equity, that felf, by examining the paw 
there be no decay, no juft of this dead lion, you may 
complaining in our Jtreets, caft his doftrine into propo- 
to uphold the traffic of the fitional form as the ad of 
nation, and to keep it in or- parliament, that forbids a 
der and fecurity, free from non-conformift minifter to 
private robberies and publick come within five miles of a 
infurredtions, and therefore, corporation town, will uphold 
in order to all tbofe ends" . national traffic will preferve 
. . . Now, reader, what the rights and properties of 
do you think his Lordmip men will reftore publick 
ought to fay next ? He has buildings will re-build tea 
laid down, you allow., a great thoufand private houfes -will 
number of defirable ends: prevent all juft complaining 
what means ought he to pro- in OUR STREETS. Nothing, 
pofe to his noble auditors for you fee, can be clearer. They 
the obtaining of them ? I can never complain in the 
proteft, no good chriftian ftreets, who muft not come 
would guefs what follows, within five miles of the town ! 
Hear his Lordfhip's own (4) Had ye died in jour 
words. " In order toallthofe cradle, ye would have been 
ends> to uphold our religion in Jawed from accumulated tor* 
the zealous and effectual exer- ments. Various opinions con- 
cife, in the fmcerity and u- cerning the future Hate of 
NIFORMITY thereof, to pre- infants have been adopted, 
ferve it from encroachments, Some think, all dying in in- 
and undermining TOLERA- fancy are annihilated; for, fay 
TIONS, ruinous to religion, they, infants, being incapable 
deftructive to the government of moral good and evil, are 
of the nation." Thanks be to not proper objefts of reward 
God ! time has s proved this or punimment. Others fay, 
a lying prophet. Epifcopal infants are moll of them 
uniformity has been difpenfed damned for Adam's fin. Some 

think. 
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diftance you imagine? The Lord once faid to 
Cain, If thou doft evil, fin lieth at the door. This 
every fmner ought to apply to himfelf, his crimes 
are at the door. Death follows fin, ftep by Hep, 
wherever it goes, and who can allure you of twen- 
ty-four hours life? " Converfion (you fayj is pro- 
per for old men; but it is not proper for young 
people: let us pals our juvenile years without per- 
plexing ourfelves about thefe fcrupulous reflections, 
they will come in their feafon." No, they will 
never come -, for the infult you offer to the mercy 
of God, who calls you, by proudly putting him 

off 



think, they (hare a fate fimi Great objections have been 

lar to that of adults, apart made againil revelation on 

are faved, and a fart peri/h. account of its commanding 

Others affirm all are f awed, the Ifraelites, at certain times, 

becaufe all are immortal, and to flay the infants and Juck- 

all are innocent. Others, per- lings of devoted cities : but 

plexed with thefe divers fen- thefe objections are. founded 

timents, think beft to leave on an unfair parallel between 

the fubjeft untouched. Cold the government of God and 

comfort to parents, who bury juil civil governments among 

their families in infancy ! men. There are three dif- 

The molt probable opinion ferences between them, and an 

feems to be, that they are all attention to thefe folves the 

faved through the merit of difficulty, i. Magistrates are 

the mediator, with an ever- guar-dians of life : but not 

tailing falvation. This has authors of it, as God is. 2. 

nothing in it contrary to the Magiitrates cannot indemnify 

. perfections of God, or to any an infant for the lofs of its 

declarations of the holy fcrip- natural life: God can. 3. 

tures ; and it is highly agree- Magiftrates cannot forefee 

able to all thofe paflages, whether the infant. would be 

which affirm, ivbere fin hath a bleffing or a curfe to 

abounded, grace hath much fociety : God can. We 

more abounded. On thefe prin- cannot ufe too much cau 

ciples, the death of Chrift tton in comparifon^ of this 

faves more than the fall of kind, 
Adam loft. 
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off till & wore convenient feafon^ will provoke him to 
withdraw when that feaibn comes. You would 
fix God your time, you would act like fovereigns 
to him, you would have. him. go, when you fay gQ, 
and come, when you fay come : but you are not 
matters. Do you think to deceive, and act frau- 
dulently with him ? Why, were it only for your 
Jiypocrify, you would render yourfelf eternally un- 
worthy of converfion. 

5. The wicked have moreover ufed themfelves 
to another illufion, that is, to -extenuate their , fins, 
and to hide the ;enormity and number of them. 
'" We are not (fay they; fo criminal as is imagined; 
it is the cuftom of preachers to exaggerate every 
thing, and to over-ad all. ' We love pleafure, it is 
true, we labour to acquire riches, we have pride and 
ambition, we would cut a good ; figure in the world, 
and what can be more .natural than all this ? And 
where are the faints, who are not affected with the 
fame paffions ?" Foolilh 'fouls ! I fmcerely pity 
you ! I own, were ye to give an account of your 
actions to me, or, if you pleafe,,to the moil fevere, 
and difcerning of all men, .yea, were ye to give an 
account of your lives to an angel, or to all the an- 
gels of heaven together, perhaps you might pal- 
liate your crimes, nodoubtjou would have art, 
and addrefs enough to conceal, at leaft one half of 
your fins, and to diminifh considerably the enor- 
mity of the other half: but neither men, nor an- 
gels are to enquire into your lives -, ,you muft ap- 
pear before the tribunal of an all-feeing God, before 
whom there is no vail 1 fo thick, which he does not 
penetrate, and. in compar'ifon of whom /^ heavens 
are unclean^ and the angels unwife. Whither mil 
ye go from his fpirit, or whither 'mil ye: flee from his 

-f re/erne? 
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preface? If you afcend 1$ into heaven he is there, if 
you make your bed in Ml be is there > if you take the 
wings of the morning and dwell in the uttermoft farts 
of the fea, even there Jhdl his hand lead you., and his 
right hand, hold you. If you fay, Surely the darknefs 
Jbatt cover me, be affured, the night Jhall be light a- 
bout you, know that the darknefs hideth not from Mm j 
fat the night Jhineth as the day, the darknefs and the 
light are both alike to him.. It is any eafy thing to 
flatter one's felf, and to declare one's felf righteous, 
by comparing one's felf with thieves, and high-way 
robbers : but when a man compares himfelf 
with the unfpotted purity of God, when God's 
immortal hand applies the rule of his law to the 
heart, the hblieft muft become nothing, and fay 
to him, Unto tbee, Lord, belongeth righteoufnefs^ 
ht unto me Jhame, and confufion of face. If thou 9 
Lord, Jhouldft mark iniquity , O Lord who canftand? 
My righteoufnefs before thee is as filthy rags; 
Now if this be the language of a holy man, */ 
the righteous fcarcely are faued^ where Jhall the ungodly t 
and fmner appear? (5) 

But 

(5) ?he wicked extenuate one fide rejecting, what an2 
their fas. There is a fine other applauded. It mould 
paflage to this purpofe in the feem, there is an art of grind- 
thirty-fixth pfalm . The tranf- ing and pulverizing the letters 
grejjion of the wicked faith of the Hebrew alphabet, prac- 
within my heart, that there is tifed with infinite labour, and 
no fear of God before his eyes j tending to nobody's edifica-. 
for he flatter eth .himfelf in his tion. This verfe has given 
owa eyes until hit iniquity he ample fcope to expofitors of 
found to be hateful. Abun- this fort j and, after all, it gives 
dance of literal criticifm has no tolerable fenfe without ad- 
been made on this verfe, a mining that rule of expofi- 
great many difficulties ftarted, tion, which goes on the idiom- 
and all learnedly run down, of a language, and gives ra- 

VOL. II. ' 3. G , . the? 



But, to fpeak plainly, all thefe are only vain 
pretences, the falftiood of which even the wicked 
acknowledge; the only reafon why they avoid 
converfion is that ardent love, that obftinate at- 
tachment:, which they have to vice. This is the 
true caufe, and all the reft are only, if they would 
ipeak honeftly, all the reft are only vain pretences. 
The avaritious is not ignorant that an intenfe, fu- 
rious love to the world is odious to God, and 
men. The ambitious knows the gofpel of Jefus 
Chrift calls us to far more noble dignities than 
any the world can offer, he knows that his ambi- 
tion is incompatible with that chriftian moderation, 
which religion ordains. The voluptuous is not 
ignorant that his debaucheries and ekceffes are di- 
rectly contrary to the profeffion of the gofpel. In 
general^ all- finners know very well that they do 
wrong, and they know alfo that by fuch means 
they draw down upon themfelves the wrath, and 
curfe of God. Yet, however clear their knowledge 
of thefe -awful truths may be, when the idea of 
riches prefents itfelf to the covetous, when that of 
honours tempts the ambitious, when that of plea- 
fure ftares at the debauchee, fo powerfully are their 
paflions touched by thefe objects, that they are infen- 

fible 

ther the fenfe of the whole fellow creatures. He even 
than 'of each component pare, affedls to be a good man, and 
'* I have made my own ob- wears the malk till it cements 
fervations on that wicked with his face, accounting him- 
man, Saul, and I have ima- felf as good as any other man, 
gined, he is an atheift. I till fomebody detects his vices, 
obferve, although he commits and expofes him to Ihame; 
many crimes, for which, did and this is the common con- 
he fear God, 'he would al- ditionofalmoftallbadmen." 
ways bluih, yet he never This feems not an improbable 
blufhes till his iniquities ap- fenfe of the paffage. 
pear hateful in the eyes of his 



fible to every thing elfe, all their reafon evaporates, 
and vaniflies before thefe dear objects, the mind 
is for one thing, the heart for another, and in this 
combat between judgment and affection, the heart 
always obtains the conqueft. Now, I alk, is not 
this love to fin the greateft folly in the world ? 
wheii on the one hand it renders us incapable of 
enjoying ourfelves, and difhonours us in our own 
eyes, depriving us of one of the moil fweet, and 
valuable of all our bleflings, which is a juft efteem, 
of ourfelves, the joy of being able to approve our 
own conduit : and on the other hand deftroys us, 
for it draws upon us the condemnation of God, 
and conduits us a great pace towards thofe eter- 
nal torments, which he has prepared for the wick- 

cd - ^ 'Faffing 

(6) Sia dishonours us in our much felt: Mr. Claude's 
cwti eyes. Perhaps one caufe /even obfervations might be 
of much unprofitable preach- all exemplified from the 
ing is an indiftinft notion of greatefi preachers amongft 
the dignity of human nature, his own countrymen: but 
Confider man phyjically, and I will mention only a few. 
too great things cannot be Our author's laft obfer- 
faid of his dignity, be is fear- ration, that depravity of 
fully and wonderfully made, heart, and npt defeft of 
But view him morally, and he un demanding, emboldens 
is fearfully and wonderfully numbers in fin, is the 
wile. It is e'afy to fee how ground of the following fer- 
dangerous a miftake is here ; mon. 
for the remedies we apply will Bp. Maflillon on John vii, 
always be fuited to the ideas 27. compofes his exordium 
we form of the maladies we of this thought, that the. great- 
would remove. Hence on the eft part of thofe, who fay they 
one hand light and gentle re- are infidels, are not fo. He 
proofs of the moft enormous obferves, " that, if the fool 
crimes, and hence on the fays there is no God, it is in 
other, thofe weighty and his heart he fays fo ; that is, 
powerful difcourfes, which are it is the language of defire, he 
to much admired, becaufe fo wiihes there was none." He 

3 G 2 adds, 
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Faffing on to the fecond propofition, (that the 
practice of good works, and an holy and religious 

. life 

adds, " to be a debauchee its true point of light; it feems 
and admit a hell is to be a no- to me as if it were impoffible, 
vice in debauchery, the liber- except to mongers, who have 
tine muft therefore, to keep eradicated not only every feed 
himfelfin countenance, affeft of piety and religion from 
to deny it." He concludes their hearts, but even every 
with this fine remark, " Rer degree of reafon, and huma- 
ligion would have no enemies, nity.~^-But let us rend the 
if itfelf were not an enemy vails, with which we ufually 
to vice." Pour le mardidela conceal burfelves from our- 
iv. fern. Car. iv. felves, let us dive into thefe 
Mr. Claude's 2d obf. that \iezrls deceitful above all things, 
finners on certain occafions and defperately wicked, and we 
magnify mercy, is the maxim on /hall find that this difpofition, 
which, I prefume, Maffillon which, at firft fight, makes 
compofed the fermon entitled us fhudder with horror, is one 
Vain confidence, fhe text is of thofe y/ith which we are 
Luke xxiv. 21. He obferves moft familiar. Were we con- 
" that expecting to be crown- vinced that God had the for- 
cd without warring a good midable defign of plunging 
.warfare is an error the moft us into the' depths of 'hell on 
vniverfal, and the moft ef- the Jfirft'acl: of rebellion, who 
tabliihed' among profeffing is he', : who is h'e, wKo would 
chriftiaris, though it has no have the madnefs to be a re- 
authority ' from Jefus Chrift ;" bel ? Why then are we rebels? 
and, alluding to his text, The wife man tells us, becauft 
a^dds, " 'when the Lord ap- /entente againft an evil work Is 
jears a fecond time upon not executed fpeedily" Surle 
earth, he wil^'fiiid many in- dtfai qut Dieu accorde 'aux 

i]del-difciples, who will fay fecheurs.'tom. vii. 

Jto him, we trujled'." Lundi That inbft admired piece 

depafqiies. Car. iii. of modern 'eloquence, Maffil- 

. Mr. C's 5th remark, on lon*s fermon on the death of 

confidering punilhment as a the Hnner, and the death of the 

fiftant thing, "is the ground righteous, faid by feme goocl 

of Saurih's fermon on Eccl. judges to be the fineft piece 

viii. 11, 12, " I am ftruck of eloquence that the latter 

with horror (fays he) when ages have produced," is an af- 

J confider this difpofttion" in femblage of all the above- 

''"'''' ' ' mentioned 
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life is the principal end, which the gofpel propofcs, 
and the principal character of a true chriftian) 
you muft firft eftablilh it by folid fcripture proofs; 
As -The grace of God that bringeth fahation hath ap- 
peared to all men, teaching us that denying ungodlinefi 
and worldly tufts, we Jhould live foberly, righkovjly y 

and gcdly in this prefent world. Tit. ii. 11,12. 

fbis is a faithful faying, and thefe things 1 will that 

thou 

mentioned obfervations, re- pees de fanglots, qu'on n'en- 

prefented under the moftaffeft- tend qu'a demi ; et qu'on ne 

ing images. The following fait fi c'eft le defefpoir ou le 

paflage has been exceedingly repentir qui Jes a formees : il 

admired. " Alors le pecheur jecte fur un Dieu crucifie dcs 

.mourant, ne trouvant plus regards affreux, et qui laif- 

dans ie fouvenir du patfe que fentdouter fi c'eft la crainte 

des regrets, qui 1'accablent ; on 1'efperance, la haine ou 

dans tout ce qui fe paffe a fes 1'amour qu'ils ex'priment : il 

yeux, que des images qui entre dans des faifiiiemens ou 

1'affligent j dans la penfee de 1'on ignore ii c'eft le corps 

1'avenir, qne des horreurs qni qui fe difibut, ou Tame qui 

1'epouvantent : ne fachant lent 1'approche de fonjuge, 

plus a, qui avoir recours: ni il foupire profondementj et 

aux creatures, qui lui echap- Ton ne fait ii c'eft le iouvenir 

pent : ni au monde, qui de fes crimes qui lui arrache 

f 'evanouit ; ni aux hommes, ces foupirs, ou le defefpoir 

que ne fauroient le delivrer de quitter la vie. Enfitj au 

delamort; ni auPieu julte, niilieu de ces triites efforts, 

qu'il regardecomme unenne- fes yeux fe fixent, fes traits 

mi declare, dont ilne doit plus changent, fon viflage ie.de- 

attendre d'indulgence : il fe figure, fa bouche livide f 'en- 

roule dans fes propres nor- trouvre d'elle-meme j tout 

reurs ; il fe tourmente, il fon corps fremit ; et par ce 

f 'agite pour fuir la mort qui dernier effort, fon ame infor- 

3e fai/it, ou d'u moins pour fe tunee 'f 'arrache comiie a re- 

fuir lui-meme : y fort de fes gret de ce corps de boue, 

yeux iriourans, je ne fai quoi ton: be emreles mains deDieu, 

de fombre, et de farouche, et fe trouve ieule aux pieds 

qui' exprime les fureurs de fon du tribunal rcdouiable. A 

ame : il pouiTe du fond cie fa p. 61. 62. a Paris, 1762; 

trifteffe des paroles entrecou- ' Seep. 350 of ihis vol. 



tkou affirm conflantly, tfhat they, which haw believed hi 
God, might Is careful to maintain good works. Tit. iii. 
. The fame apoftle elfewhere, diftinguifhing true 
from falfe profefibrs, fays, For many walk of whom 
I have told you often, and now tell you even weeping, 
That they are the enemies of the crofs of Chrift, whofe 
end is definition, whofe God is their belly, and who 
glory in their fhame, who mind earthly things : but our - 
conversation is in heaven, from whence alfo we look for 
the Saviour, the Lord Jefus. Phil. iii. We are his 
W6rkmavjbip 9 &ys the lame apoftle, created in Chrift 
Jefus unto good works, which God hath before or- 
dained that wejhould walk in them. The whole fixth 
of Romans is written to Ihew that the true end of 
the do&rine of grace is to fan&ify men. What 
Jhall we fay then ? Shall we continue in Jin, that grace 
may abound? God forbid! How Jhall we, that are 
dead to Jin, live any longer therein. Know ye not, that 
fo many of us as were baptized into Jefus Chrift were 
baptized into his death ? Therefore we are buried with 
'him by baptifm into death, that like as Chrift was raifed 
tip from the dead by the glory of the Father, evenfo we 
alfo fjould walk in ntwnefs of life. &c. (7) Again, 

in 

(7) We are luried with him and to rife Into newnefs of 

ly baptifm into death* Al- life. " Chriftum fepultum. 

.moft all commentators allow, per baptifmum repraefenta- 

that this paffage is defcriptive mus. Oltendit non verba 

of the mode and end of pri- tantum baptifmi, fed et ipfam 

mitive baptifm. The mode ejus formam, hoc innuere. 

was that of immerfion, and Nam immerfio totius corporis 

the end or defign ofimmerf- influmen, ita ut non confpice- 

ing the difciple of Chrift was retur amplius, imaginem ge- 

to reprefent his faith in a re. rebat fepulturse quje datur 

deemer, who died, was bu~ mortuis. Confer. Cor. jci. 12; 

ried, and rofe again, and his Alludit ad ilium riturh immer- 

own prof efling to die to fin, gendi, ubi corpus qua.fi fepeli- 

ebatur, 
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in his epiftle to the Galatians, having flrongly de- 
fended that gofpel liberty, which Jefus Chrift has 
acquired by his blood for us, he prevents an abufe, 
which might be made of it, by adding, Brethren, ye 
have been called to liberty, only ufe not liberty for an 
occafion to theflejb Walk in the fpirit, and ye Jhall 
not fulfil the lufl of the fle/hfor the flejh lufleth 
againft the fpirit, and the fyirit againft theflejh,and 
thefe are contrary the one to the other Now the works 
cftheflejh are thefe, adultery, fornication, uncle annefs, 
lafcivioufnefs, idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, 
emulations, wrath, Jlrife, /editions, herefies, envyings, 
murders, drunkennefs, retellings and fuch like, of the 
which I tell you before, as I have alfo told you. in time 
paft, that they, which do fuch things, Jhall not inherit 
the kingdom of God. But the fruit of the fpirit is 
Iove 3 _joy, peace, long-fuffering, gentlenefs, goodnefs, 

faith) 

ebatur, et mox rurfus extra- that Innovation, infant- 
hebatur tanquam e fepul- fprinkling, do but trifle, ex- 
chro. " Poli Syndpf. in loc. cept they go to the true ground 
Nowj to a man, who allows of the debate, a-nd either 
that baptifm was originally prove that infant fprinkling 
adminiftered to adults byim- is fomewhere appointed by 
merfion, the modern baptifts Chrift our legiflator or that 
only propofe one modeft que- the authority of Chrift is not 
iUon. If the founders of the neceffary to the eftablilhment 
chriftian church adminiftered of a pofitive inftitute or that 
baptifm fo, and if no authen- fomeperfon has fmce appeared 
ticated religious legiflators wfted with fuch authority as 
have arifen fmce, by what au- Chrift himfelf exercifed. Cir- 
thority is it now adminiftered cumiion, Abraham's cove- 
to infants by fprinkling, fee- nant, Greek particles, and a 
ing fuch an adminiftratiori thoufand more fuch topicks, 
changes both fubjeft and no more regard the fubjeft 
mode ? The baptifm of John, than the firft verfe of the firft 
whence was it ? From heaven book of Chronicles, 
or of men? Matt. xxi. 25. 
All, .who pretend to defend 
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faitb, meeknefs, temperance , again/I fuel there is no 
law. And they that are Cbrffis have crucified the 
jlefld, with the affeftions and lufts. (8) We muft. 

here 

(8) Chrifcians have cruet- of fuperior fagacity. Their 

fed the flejh. S, Paul lavs predeeeflbrs, pagan philofo- 

down in this period a beauti- phers knew this objection j it 

ful model of the manner of . was agitated in the apoftle's 

difcuffing difficult and ab- days. He himfelf knew it. 

ftrufe queftions in theology. z. S. Paul allows the fact. 

Every quetHon is fubjecl to The fiejh lufleth again/I the 

two faiences, philofophy and fpirit, fo that ye cannot do the 

theology. Philofophy ex- things that ye (Would. 

plains it ; theology improves 3. He expofes the difmal 

it. If philofophy cannot com- confequences of yielding to 

prehend , the mode, and yet the current. In this world 

allows the 'fact, theology does ignorance produces idolatry, 

not alter. the ftateof the cafe : avarice witchcraft, pride va- 

but, taking the faft allowed, rlance ; and in a future ftate 

and leaving conjectures and perfons under the power of 

debates concerning the rea- their paflions will be excluded 

fons of it, applies itfelf to an from the kingdom of God. 

improvement of the whole 4. He oppofes againft this 

cafe to ntoral purpofes. This fad condition religion, that 

is building on fure ground. fpiritual religion chriftianity, 

The cafe before us is of including love, joy, peace, and 

this kind. The ferifes of my fo on ; a religion that gives 

body rebel againft the delibe- energy to the dictates of right 

rate reafohiiigs of my mind; reafon, and teaches it how to 

or, as the apoftle words it, the obtain an empire over the 

fe/b lufleth again/ the Jpirit. fe'nfes. 

How is it confident with the ij . He obferves, that, dif- 

\vifdom and goodnefs of my ficult as it might appear to 

creator to put my reafon to realize this fyftem, facts prov- 

fuch a' fevere and conftant ed, fome had realized it, they 

trial ? This is a difficult que- t h a t are ChriJPs have crucified 

ftion. Let us fee how the ibefojh. 

apoftle handles it. 6. He propofes them as an 

i . Obferve, the queftion is example to others ; This I fay 

not the invention of modern then, Walk in the fpirit, and ye 

philofophers. They often Jhall not fulfil the lJl of 'the 

boaftmore than they ought Jle.fi t . 

This 
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here repeat almoil all the whole New Teftamenf, 
if we would particularly mention all the paffages, 
which oblige us to good works, for the whole book 
enforces obedience. It is fufficient to fpeak of 
our Lord's divine and admirable words, Let your 
light fojhirie before mm, that, feeing your good works, 
they may glorify your Father, which is in heaven. In- 
deed, by a general view of the end, for which Jefus 
Chrift came into the world, you will fee he came 
to dejlroy the works of the devil. The works of the 
devil are principally two, fin, and punifliment. 
Let us not imagine, that Jefus Chrift came into 
the world to take away punilhment only, and to 
leave fin triumphant \ he came to deftroy both. I 
will even venture to fay, he came to deftroy fin 
rather than forrow. Suffering concerns only the 
creature : but fm concerns the creator as well as 
the creature; it diihonours the one, and diftreffes 
the other. Punimment indeed makes man mifera- 
ble: but at the fame time it glorifies divine juftice: 
but fin is equally contrary to the glory of God and 
the dignity of man. The principal end of Chrift's 
coming upon earth was to deftroy fin. Is it likely, 
think ye, that Jefus Chrift would have quitted his 
manfion of glory, and defcended to this earth to 
acquire an impunity for criminals, leaving them 
immerfed in fenfuality and fm ? Is it likely, that 
he can hold communion with people in rebellion, 

and 

This is a beautiful model he left to . philosophers : it 

of the apoltle's method, and only became him to improve 

nothing can be obje&ed a- an allowed faft to a pious pur- 

gainftit. It did not lie on pofe. This mode of preach- 

, as an apoftle of Chrilt, ing would fiiut many -a bran- 

explain the difficulty, that gle out of the church. 

VOL, II. 3 H 
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and profanenefs? Is it poffible for him, the holy 
Jefus, to join his fpirit to our flefh, his purity to 
our profanity, his holinefs to our iniquities ? This 
would be faying he came to unite things, which 
cannot unite, and which are naturally and necefia- 
rily incompatible. One of the mod imbittered 
enemies of our religion reproached the primitive 
chriftians, that their Jefus came into the world to 
make the moft horrible and dreadful focieties, for 
(faid he) he calls finners, and not the righteous, fo 
that the body he came to affemble is a body of 
profligates, feparated from good people, amongft 
whom they were heretofore mixed j he has rejected 
all the good, and collected all the bad in. the world. 
Falfe and cruel accufation ! Origen, in the name 
of the whole church, folidly refuted it. " True, 
fays he, our Jefus came to call fmners : but it was 
to repentance-, he afiembles the wicked : but it is to 
convert them into new men, or rather to change 
them into angels. We come to him covetous, he 
makes us liberal ; unjuft and extortioners, and he 
makes us equitable ; lafcivious, and he makes us 
chafte -, violent and paflionate, and he makes us 
meek j impious and profane, and he makes us re- 
ligious." This is the true, effect of communion 
with Jefus Chrift,. it transforms us into his image, 
and this transformation is fo effential, that if it 
does not appear in a man,, we are obliged to 
conclude, he is not in communion with this great 
Saviour. But befides that holinefs, love, and 
equity are infeparable from communion with" Jefus 
Chrift confidered in himfelf, I add, they are alib 
from communion with our heavenly Father, to 
which communion with Jefus Chrift leads us. As 
he came into the world in the quality of a media- 
tor, 
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tor, he called men to himfelf only to unite them to 
God; for which reafon he faid, lam the way, the 
truth and the life-, no man cometh to the Father but by 
we : and elfewhere, Neither pray I for thefe alone* 
lut for them alfo, which Jhall believe on me through 
their word, that they all may be one, as thou Father art 
in me, and I in thee, that they alfo may be one in us. 
But how is it pofTible that God Ihould hold com- 
munion with people, who live in fin? 'Thou art not 
a GW(fays the prophet) that haft pleafure in wicked- 
nsfs, neither Jhall evil dwell with thee. I'he fooliJJ) 
foallnot jland in thy fight, thou hateft all workers of 
iniquity. It is evident then that the religion of 
Jefiis Chrift, which brings us into communion with 
God, brings us alfo at the fame time into true 
holinefs, without which communion with God is 
not attainable. It is inconceivable, that, while we 
remain immerfed in fenfuality, and fin, we can be 
the temples of the Holy Ghoft, as the fcripture fays 
true believers are. Can the Holy Ghoft dwell in 
a man without producing effects of his power and 
grace? Can he dwell idly in a man? Can he 
poffefs his heart and affections, and yec leave his 
affections enflaved to fin? It is with the holy- 
Spirit as with fire, which cannot be any where 
without heat; or, if you pleafe, as the fun, which 
cannot be above the horizon without giving light ; 
fhat which is born of the jlejh is fle/h, fays our Sa- 
viour, and that which is born of the fpirit is fpirit. 
With the fame view the apoftle tells the Romans, 
They, that art after theflejh, do mind the things of the 
flejh, but they, that are after the fpirit, the things of 
the fpirit. It is then impoffible to be a true chrif- 
tian, or to have communion with Jefus Chrift, 
imlefs we partake of his fpirit ; If any man have 

3 H 2 not 
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not tlefyirit of Cbrift, fays S. Paul, his mm of bis. 
Eecaufe ye are fans., he fays elfewhere, God had fen t 
forth the fpir it of his fon into your hearts, crying Abba , 
Father. From all which it clearly follows, that 
an unfanctified man has not the fpirit of Ghrift, is 
not in communion with him, does not belong to 
his myftical body, is not a true believer, in a word, 
is not a real chriftian, Holinefs is an infeparable 
companion, and a neceffary effect of the gofpel, 
and it is alfo an infallible character or mark of a 
found convert. (9) 

But, 

(9) Holinefs is tie mark of been proved. . . But to fee a 

a found convert. A mark is a good man, with Job, holding 

token by which any thing is a dreadful difeafe no evil in 

known; a mark of conversion comparifon of letting go his 

is fuch a character as diftin- integrity, is a noble trial and 

guifhes a true convert from a inftance of juftifying faith." 

hypocrite. Pious perfons are This fermon is " dgainjl the 

naturally defirous of afcer- dangerous and fmful prattice of 

taining the truth and genu- inoculation." The text is Job 

inenefs of their piety, and xi. 7. and according to our 

divines lay down many ligns, preacher's reafoning, to be 

tokens, or marks, by which inoculated is to let go infe- 

they may be affitted in their grity, and confequently to 

enquiry. The unhappinefs die of the fmall-pox in a na- 

is, each of thefe marks may tural way, through a dread of 

be counterfeited, fo that there offending God by -being ino- 

is ufually as much difficulty culated, is a mark ofjuftifyr 

In afcertaining the goodnefs ing faith. Ma/ey's/er. at S, 

of the mark as in making out Andrew's, Holbourne, July, 

the truth of that faith, which 1722. 

is to be proved by it. We 2. . Some lay down arti~ 

Ayill take the liberty to make traty marks of their own de- 

a few obfervations on, this vifing, aafcriptural if not op- 

fubjeft. ' //fcriptural. The Athana- 

i. Some lay down fpurious fian creed affirms, Except 

marks. Thus one. " The every one. da keep the catholic 

beft men cannot be fure of faith whole and undefiled, 

themfelves until they have without doubt he Jhall perijh 

ever- 



But, if holinefs be a neceflary donfequence of 
the gofpel, it is no lefs true that the gofpel is an 
inexhauftible fource of motives to holinefs. 1 pafs 
over its precepts, and rules of conduct, which 
give us. an idea of holinefs in a manner fo lively, 
ib beautiful, and fo full of charms, that it alone 
is. a powerful motive to obedience. Nor will I 
flop to obferve, that the nature of vice is repre- 
fented in the gofpel fo fully, and the horror of it fo 
well defcribed, that we mult needs hold it in ab- 
horrence. It mall be fufficient now to remark to 
you, and (if may venture to fay fo) to make you 
feel by your own experience, that nothing can be 
conceived more powerful than the reaions, by 
which the chriftian religion enforces the necelTary 
practice of good works. All its myfteries point 

at 

everlaftingly.. Where has Je- divine ufed to fay, look for 

fus Chrift laid fo ? the time on a fun dial when 

3. Some lay down general the fun did not mine, 
marks, as that chriftians be- Mr. Claude, along with all 
lieve the truth love the peo- our bell divines, takes the 
pie of God defire to do good, good man altogether, if I 
and foon.. The quellion in may fpeak. fo, and forms a 
all thefe returns, who are the judgment of his ftate bjihege^ 
people of God? What is the ueral habitual courfe of his life, 
truth? &c. In like manner we fay of one 

4. Some lay down precari- man, he enjoys a good ftate 
ous marks, as that good men of health, of another, he is 
love prayer 'rejoice in religi- very rich, .of a third, he is a 
ous ordinances pity and re- very chearful companion ; yet 
lieve the poor and foon. All the firft has been n.ow and then 
thefe may be found in a be- fick, the fecond has fometimes 
liever at one time, and thro' wanted money, and the third 
the infirmity of his nature has had days of gloom and 
may be ablent at another, made. Holinefs then is the 
Should he always judge of his general chara&er of a good 
ftate therefore by a prefeat man. 

frame, he might, as a good 
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at this. All the moft grand, and moft marvellous 
things it teacheth, regard this. All its dodtrines 
are fo many bonds, bonds the ftrongeft, to bind 
our hearts to the obedience of faith, or, to ufe the 
language of S. Paul, they are fo many weapons of 
war, mighty through God, to caft down imaginations 
and every high thing, and to bring into captivity every 
thought to the obedience of Chrift. (i) 

The 

(\] The doftrines oftkegof- claffes. The firft he calls the 

fel caft down imaginations, irregularities of fcepticifm. 

orreafonings. This fubjecl; is 2d. The biafswe have for the 

difcufTcd in a moft mafterly marvellous; 3d. The irre- 

mannerby the great Saurin in gularities of orthodoxy. 4. 

three fermons on Ecclef. vii. Of exaggeration. 5. Of li- 

29. bertinifm. 6. Ofaccommo- 

The firft fermon confiders dation, and compofition. In 

man in relation to the diffe- that on orthodoxy, he oppofes 

rent fyftems of religion, which fuch " as imagine that the 

he adopts, and mews the abufe effence of a chriftian's calling 

he makes of his reafon by ad- is to have found ideas of the 

hering to certain dottrines* myfteries of religion, and to 

The third confiders man in embrace its promifes, but that 

relation to the different fyf- it is even dangerous to dwell 

terns of felicity, which he much on its precepts. This 

purfues, and ihews the abufe pretence has againft it (adds 

he makes of his reafon in his he) a world of demonftrations; 

furfuits of happinefs. The but you will perceive the in- 

maximi quoted at the begining juftice of it fufficiently if the 

of this chapter are the parts fpirit of God is pleafed to de- 

of this.difcourfe : but the fe- clarehimfelfdecifively on two 

cond fermon more immediate- propofitions. i ft, The moft 

Jy relates to the fubjeft, of found and pure orthodoxy is 

which Mr. Claude is here .ufelefs, it is even dangerous, 

fpeaking. In it he confiders if* it does not regulate the 

man as fubjeft to a fupreme heart, and fanftify the life, 

legiflator, and Ihews the a- Moreover, the more perfect a 

bufe he makes of his reafon in man's knowledge, and the 

regard to moral virtues. He more pure his orthodoxy, the 

reduces the irregularities of more rigorous will his punifh- 

the mind in. morality to fix ment be., if his virtues are not 

fuhable 



The gofpel confecrates to holy ufes, even 
the light of nature teacheth us- as, that God is 
our creator, who at the beginning called us into 
exigence by his power, and made us what we are 
that he is our freferver^ who by a perpetual in- 
fluence fupports us, and prevents our falling back 
into non-entity that it is his providence, which 
governs all the whole univerfe, particularly watches 
over us, and furniJhes whatever his goodnefs and 
wifdom judge needful for us. What can more 
forcibly incline us to a practice of obedience than 
thefe important truths if well confidered? For 
what obligations have we to God fince he is our 



fuitable to his light." This blood of Cbrift without works, 
he requires at the oracles of Rom. vi. i, 2, &c. Jam. i. 21. 
God, and receives from Luke 26.Per/<uerattce,JLzek., xxxiii. 
iii. 47. Mat. xi. 21. 2 Pet. ii. 12, 13. He clofes by faying 
21. i Cor. xiii. i. &c. James " it would be eafy, my bre- 
ii.l 19. a clear anfvver in the thren, to heap up a far great- 
affirmative. His fecond pro- er number of pa/Tages to prove 
pofitionis, " The do&rines, thefe proportions : but, I 
which men have thought moft fometimes alk myfelf, have we 
proper to favour their indo- not declaimed too much, or 
lence, are moft proper to ex- written too much againft 
cite vigilance. Moreover, one thofe, who maintain that 
chief end of the holy Spirit in fome doftrines in our gofpel 
revealing thefe doftrines, was weaken the neceffity of good 
to awaken our attention to works ? There are fome errors 
practical piety." Thefe he perpetuated only by our con- 
takes one by one to fcripture, tinuing to refute them. 
and receives a clear anfwer, Men, who profefs to believe 
that they all enjoin the drift- the bible a divine revelation, 
eft diligence. Man's original affirming that it is dangerous 
depravity and weaknefs, Mat. to prefs the necefTity of its 
xxvi. 41. phil. ii. 12, 13,. precepts, do they deferve to 
Decrees, 2pet.i. 10. 2Tim.ii. be ferioufly refuted ? I pro- 
Deut. xxx. 1 1, 12, to the nounce nothing on this prob- 
, Fne ju/tifoation Ij tbt lem. But heap who will dif- 

tin&ion 
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creator who gave us life, and being ? Ought not 
we to devote all to him, from whom we received 
all? And if we owe him all, ilioukl .not we be 
monfters rather than men, to difhonour' his crea- 
tion, to infult his bounty, to rebel againft his 
laws, and to have his glory always before our eyes ? 
But, perhaps, creation may appear to you a diftant 
benefit, which muft needs have loft much of its 
value by the great number of ages, which have 
expired from the beginning of the world till now , 
or perhaps by the many years, which have pafTai 
fince your birth. Surely, were this the cafe, a 
favour, which beftowed on us all we are, and all 
we have, however long fince it was conferred, 
ought not to be forgotten on that account. But 
this is not true, for he, who created man at the 
beginning, he, who brought us into being, he it is, 
who ftill preferves us , and whofe influence is ftill 
neceffary to our existence : fhould he fufpend it 
but one moment we Ihould be no more. Every 
day, every moment then does God renew the fa- 
vour, or, to fpeak more properly, every day, 
every moment he increafes the number of his fa- 
vours. David, fpeaking of the Meffiah, fays, 
thou baft the dew of thy youth, from the wcmb of the 
morning. (2) And in another place, on a different 

fubject) 

tin&ion upon diftinftion ; lofe fatherlefs and widows in their 

himfelf who will in fcholaltical affli&ion, and to keep him/elf 

labyrinths | feek out, who will, unfpotted from the world" 

'?natiyin'~vent20?is : for our parts, Saur. torn, iv. p. 376. a la 

'we will always admit the de- Haye. 1755- 

finhion, which an apoftle has (2) " Inholinefs very leait- 

given of religion. Pure religion tiful, more than the aurora, 

and undcfiled before God and or womb of the morning, when 

'the Father is this, to <vifit the Die is ready to bring forth the 

fun, 
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fubjeft, day unto day uttereth fpeecb, night unto night 
Jheiveth knowledge. (3) But we may fay of God's 
wonderful preservation of us, that our life, our 
potion, our being, come every morning, not from 
the womb of the morning* but from the immortal 
fources of the goodnefs, and power of God.(4) One 
of his favours uttereth fpeech to another, fince the 
moments are not more clofely joined together than 
his favours are. Yet, more than all this, he adds 

his 

fun, and then it is a noble Hiceftenim (i.e. Chriftus) 

figure to exprefs the glorious qui ficut fponfus egreditur de 

beauty of God's ways." Rey- thalamo fuo, exultavit ut Gi- 

nolds on the place. gas ad currendam viam, a 

" Si quis diftindUus habere fummo ccelo egreffio ejus, et. 

velit fen'iiim verborum, ita re- ufque ad fummum regreffio 

folvat, ex utero prodituram ejus. Novat. de trin, cap. xiii. 

cfle innumeram fobolem, fi- (4) Pf. cx-3. f by people Jhall 

cuti ros ab aurora diftillat." lie willing in the day of thy 

Calv. in loc. power, in the beauties of holi- 

(3) Day unto Jay* "Dies nefsfromlbe'womboftbemorn-> 

quidem i^nus, fi fatis at- ing : thou baft the aeiu of thy 

tenti effemus ut decebat, youth. We have elfewhere 

nobis idoneus effet glorise ventured a conjefture on this 

Dei teftis : nox etiam una obfcure paflage. SeeSaurin's 

idem officium praeftaret. Sed /ermons, vol. ii. p. 84, Thy 

quum videmus folem etlunam people Jhall he 'willing in the. 

quotidie fuo ambitu mundum day, when thou Jbalt aj/emble 

compiefti, interdiu folem fu- thy hpfl in holy pomp. We 

per capita noftra extare, lu- have fuppofed the paflage a 

nam fuccedere vicibus, gra- prophetical allufion to the; old 

datim folem afcendere, et fi- Jewifh cuftom of conquerors 

mul propius ad nos accedere, returning from viclorious bat- 

poftea iter fuum refledtere, ut ' tlesj when they, and their ar- 

a nobis paulatim recedat; hinc mies prefented to God a part of 

dierum vel no&ium longitu- the fpoils taken iq war. Thefe; 

dinem confici, et hanc verita- free will offerings were carried 

tem squabili lege ita efTe dif- - in folemn proceffion'by the ar- 

pofitam ut quotannis recurrat, my to the temple. Thus the 

10n ^ e c ^ ar ^ or te ^\ncatio Meffiah lhall clofe the fcene of 

Cafo. in Pfal, xix, his glorious achievements. 

II 3 I His 
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his providential care, he watches over us while we 
fleep, he thinks about us when we forget him, he 
defends, and protects us when we do not fee him, 
he nourimes, and cloaths our bodies, he furnifhes 
matter for our thoughts, and actions, he numbers 
the very hairs of our heads, and not one of them 
falls without him. O .powerful motives to love, 
and obedience! Shall it be faid, that God pre. 
ferves ungrateful and rebellious creatures, who do 
nothing but affront him ? Shall it be faid, his fun 
chears us in the fame manner as it does ferpents, 
and vipers, and that it influences us as it does en- 
venomed dragons ? Shall we keep none of his com- 
mandments, while he keeps each, the leaft hair of 
our heads ? Alas ! fhall we be fuch miferable 
wretches as to abufe his own benefits to iiis dif- 
honour ? 

But all thefe motives, however great and power- 
ful, are nothing in comparifon of thofe, which the 
gofpel does not borrow from die light of reafon, 
but takes from its own fource, I mean fuch as 
come from fnpernatural revelation. Thefe mo. 
.tives are almoft all comprehended in Jefus Chrift, 
and in the myfteries of his oeconomy, and they 
are fuch as muft affect every foul, which is not, 
I do not fay hard and infenfible, but entirely dead 
In fin, or polTefTed by the. devil; for, in one word, 
that. God after all our rebellions, and all our 
crimes, ihould yet be reconciled to us, that he 
fhould give his fon, that he Ihould give him to be 
flefli and blood like us, that he ihould give him 
' . - to 

His followers arid their offer- 'ing brings forth in the youth r 
iingsihall be numerous as the fp'ing of the year, 
drops of dsv;, which the morn- 
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to be our head, our brother, and our example, 
that he mould give him to die for us, to die the 
fnoft bloody, the moft ignominious, and the mod 
cruel death, that could be conceived, is not this 
love and mercy worthy of eternal praife ? And 
what horrible ingratitude muft it be, if after all 
this we mould be yet capable of wilfully finning 
againft a God fo good, and of counting the blood 
offucb a covenant an unholy thing ? (5) 

After 



(5) Motives taken from re- tery. I own, I need at leaft 

wlation. Thus Saurin. " A- all my faith, and. all the au- 

bove all enter into his fane- thority of him, who fpeaks 

tuary, fix your meditation on in our fcriptures, to perfuade 

the incarnate word, compre- methat God would abafehim- 

hend,. if your mind be capa- felf in this manner. But 

ble of comprehending, what if amidfl the darknefs with 

ic is for a God to become of which this myftery is covered, 

110 reputation, and to take upon I fpy a fmall glimmering light 

Inm the form of a /ervanf. to reduce it in fome fort to 

Confider the majefty of God, my fize, this glimmering ray 

approach his throne, behold difcovers to me the puniih- 

his fiery flaming eyes, fee the ments, which God will inflict 

power, and majefty, which on thofe, who defpife fo great 

fill his fancluary, view the ar- a facrifice. After this, the 

mies of heaven miniftering to doctrine of eternal punifh- 

hiswill, and thus, if poffible, ments feems to have nothing 

form fome idea of the fupreme contrary to divine juftice. No, 

being. Think that this God this burning lake with its 

united himfelf to mortal flefli, fmoke, this eternity with its 

in order to fufferfor us what- abyfs, thefe devils with their 

ever the fury of men, and the rage, this hell with its hor- 

rage of devils could invent. I rors, haye nothing, methinks, 

know not, my brethren, what too rigorous for men who have 

impreflions thefe objects.make trodden under foot the Son of 

on you, for my part, I;own, God, counted the blood of the 

if any thing could render covenant an unholy thing, and 

chriftianity doubtful or pro- crucified afrejh the Lord of 

bletnatical to me, it would be glory" Saur.fcr. fur les tour-, 

What it tells us on this myf- nunsdeFevftr. torn. ii. 

3 I ? How 
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After this, fomc moral confequences may be 
drawn from the truth you have proved. As firft, 
that chriftianity is djfhonoured when the outward 
profeffion of it is attended with a bad life, for it 
proves how little efficacy religion has had upon 
us, and it gives occafion to the profane to infult 
the chriftian religion, and to impute to it the vices 
of its profeflbrs. Our comer fations^ fays Tertullian, 
llujh when compared with our fentiments, St. Paul 
fpeaks ftronger (till, the name of God, fays he, is bhf- 
phemed among the Gentiles through you. 2. You 
may alfo fhew how they deceive themfelvesj who, 
without fanctification and good works, imagine 
themfelves chriftians, They are by no means 
chriftians j they fcandaloufly bear a name, which 
they have ralhly ufurped, but which indeed does 
not belong to them , they are bajtards and not fens, 
or rather they are bornofflejh and blood, but not of 
God : but true chriftians, according to St. John, 
are lorn of God, and not of the will of thefejh^ nor of 

the 

How awfully true is the tribute to thee the power of 

following complaint of the giving them pleafure, though 

good Fenelon to his God. indeed inanimate things, 

*' O God ! Men fleep in thy which have no pleafing fenfa- 

tender, and paternal bofom, tions, can communicate none, 

and full of deceitful dreams Of pleafure thou art the only 

are infenfible of the mighty fource. Wert thou only 3 

hand that holds them. Wert grofs, brittle, and inanimate 

thou & barren, weak, and being, a mafs without life, 

inanimate body, fu^h as a the fliadow of a being, thy 

fading flower, a paffing river, vain nature would bufy their 

a decaying noufe, a pidlure vanity, thou wouldeft bean 

which is only an affemblage object proportioned to their 

of colours to ftrike the fancy, bafe, and brutal minds." 

or an ufelefs metal to dazzle Oeuvres philof t torn* it l?&> 

the eye, they would perceive torn. ii 155. 
thee, and would foolilhly at- 
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tie will of wan. 3. The vaineft of all hopes is to 
imagine that we may be faved by the bare profef- 
jfion of chriftianity, without any regard to good 
works. I own the chriftian religion gives life: 
but it is only to thofe, who are fandified. Ton 
jhdllive, fays the apoftle, but on what condition? 
if ye mortify the deeds of the body. (6) The bare out- 
ward profeffion, far from faving men, will oply 
aggravate their condemnation, according to this 
inviolable maxim of Jefus Chrift, that fervant, 
which knew his Lord's will, and prepared not him/elf, 
neither did according to his will, Jhall be beaten with 
manyflripes. In another place, defcribing the form 
of the laft judgment, he fays, many will come to 
him in that day, faying, Lord, Lord, have we not 
prophejied in thy name, and in thy name have c aft out 
devils, and in thy name have done many wonderful 
works? But he willprofefs unto them, I never knew 
you, depart from me, ye that work iniquity, Depart 
into everlajling fire, prepared for the devil and his 
angels. Finally you may add reproofs, and ex- 
hortations. 

It muft not be thought, that thefe/^r ways of 
difcufiing texts are fo heterogeneous, that they can 
never be mixed together j on the contrary, there 

are 

(6) Conditions of fafaation, 36. xii. 4. Rom. x. 10. So 

Our author does not mean to that he is to be underflood 

eftabliih the popifh notion of here in perfeft confiftency 

merit, when he calls holinefs with what he fays elfewhere 

a condition, he only means on Phil. ii. 13. Vol. i. p. 

that it is (as they call it) caufa 197, &c. They are, fays 

fine qua non ; that is, that one, the way to the throne, 

good works are neceffary to not the price of the crown. 

Salvation, not tojuftification. Via regni, non caufa regnandi. 

In this he agrees with fcrip- Bernard, 
tre, Matt, x. 22. Heb, x. 



( 438 ) 

are a great many texts, in which it will be neceflary 
to make life of two, or three, and fometimes even 
.of all the four ways. When a text is explained^ it 
will be very often needful to make fome obferva- 
tions allb, and the matter will require as long an 
application. Sometimes to explain a text well, the 
matter muft be reduced into many proportions^ as 
we have obferved on thefe words, // is God that 
worketh in you to will and to do of his good pleafure. 
In like manner, when the method of obftrvation is 
ufed, it very often happens that fome part of the 
text needs explaining, and fo of the reft. (7) Thefe 
four ways m.uft be diftinguifhed for two reafons. 
ift. Becaufe they are very different from one ano- 
ther : tq explain, to make obfervations, to apply, 

and 

(7) Methods of difcujjion greeably propofition and appli- 
Way be mixed. Mr. Saurin, cation on I Cor.-xiii. 9. He 
on Heb. x. 5, &c. Sacrifice difcufles the fubjeft ;n two 
and offering thou would/I not, fermons. In the firft he fays, 
but a body haft thou prepared " I will explain this hum- 
tne : in burnt offerings and fa- . bling truth in two propc/itions 
trihcesforjin thou haft had no expreffed in the text ; the one, 
pleafure. Then faid I, Lo,I come, that God has not judged it 
(in the volume of the book it is neceffary to reveal himfelfful- 
written of me) to do thy will, ly to us, we know but in part. 
God, firft confiders the words The otlier, that our know- 
as proceeding from Chrilt's ledge of what God has been 
mouth, and fecondly as the pleafed to reveal is very im- 
language of his people. In perfeft, we prophefy but in 
the firft part he fays, there part." In the fecond fermon 
are three things neceflary. i ft, he applies the fubject to n'fe, 
Our text is a citation, it muft and teaches a leflbn of faith, 
be verified. 2. It is difficult, humility, meeknefs, refigna- 
it mull be explained. 3. It is tion, diligence, deadnefs to 
one of the mofteflential truths the world, &c. Serm. par 
pf religion, it muft be folidly Dumont, fur /' impe r f. de net. 
proved. Connoiffances t 

Mr. Duraont ufes very a- 
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and to reduce to propofitions, are four very dif- 
ferent ways of treating a text. A compoier, then, 
muft not confound them together: but he mult 
obferve the difference well, that he may ufe them 
properly. 2d. Becaufe it is cuftomary to give the 
difcuffion of a text the name of the prevailing man- 
ner of handling it. We call that the way of ex- 
plication, in which there is more explication than 
obfervation, We not only call that the way of 
obfervation, which has only obfervations, but that 
in which there is more obiervation than explica- 
tion, or application; and fo of the reft. 
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C HAP. IX. 



Of the EXORDIUM. 



THE Exordium is that part, in which the 
minds of the hearers are prepared, and a na- 
tural and eaiy way opened to the difcufllon. ( i ) 

But firft, a queftion prefents itfelf (on which 
opinions are much divided) whether Exordiums be 

ne- 

(i) 'The Exordium prepares quod oi/xij cantus eft, et citha- 

tle hearers for the difcuffion. rcedipaucaillaquse antequam 

Mr. Claude's rules for Exor- legitimurrt cartamen incho- 

diums are perfectly agreeable ent, emerendi favoris gratia 

to thofe of ancient orators, canunt, procsmium vocave- 

and moft likely taken from runt : oratores quoque ea 

them, to whofe directions no- quae priufquam caufam exor- 

4hing can be added. It fhall diantur, ad conciliandos iibi 

fuffice to obferve his agree- judicum animos prseloquun- 

ment with fome. - tur, eadem appellatione fig- 

" Quod principium Latine narunt: five quod otyot iidem 

vel Exordium dicitur, mjore Graeci viam appellant, id 

quadam ratione Grseci viden- quod ante ingreffum rei poni- 

tur wpooijiiioii nominafl'e : quia tur, fie vocare eft inftitutum : 

a noliris initium modo fignifi- certe progemium eft quod apud 

catur, illi fatis clare partem judicem dici priufquam_cau- 

hanc effe ante ingreffum rei fam cognoverit, profiti , ~ 

de qua dicendum fit, often- /#/?. lib. iv. cap, i, 
dunt. Nam five propterea 

VOL. II. 3 K 
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necefiary ? or even whether they be not in all cafes 
quite ufelefs, and in fome hurtful? "Whether it 
would not be better entirely to omit them, to 
begin immediately with the connexion of the 
text with preceding verfes, pafs to the divifion, and 
fo enter on the difcuffion ? There are many of this 
opinion, and their reafons are, ift. That there 
appears too much artifice in an Exordium, which is 
more likely to diffipate than to conciliate the at- 
tention of your hearers. " It is evident (fay they) 
to the auditors, that you defign to come infenfibly, 
and by a kind of artful manoeuvre to your matter, 
and to lead your hearers almoft imperceptibly to 
it : but this feems a fi'neffe altogether Unworthy of 
the gofpel, and contrary to that fincerity, ingenu^ 
oufnefs, gravity, and fimplicity, which mould reign 
in the pulpit. Indeed, when a wife hearer perceives 
you defign to deceive him,* he conceives a ftrong 
prejudice againft you, and that prejudice will cer- 
tainly be hurtful in the following part of the dif- 
courfe." 

They add in thzfecond place, that" Exordiums 
are extremely difficult to compofe^ and juftly ftiled the 
croffes of preachers. Should fome imall advantage 
be gained by Exordiums, it would not be of con- 
iequence enough to induce us to compofe them. 
In fo doing we mould wafte a part of our time and 
itrength, which might be much more ufefuily em- 
ployed." 

They fay thirdly, that " the principal end pro- 
pofed in an Exordium is either to conciliate the 
hearer's affection, or to excite his attention, or to 
prepare the way to the matters to be treated of; 
but all thefe are to bzfuppofed. As to their affec- 
tion, paftors, who preach to their own flocks* 

ought 
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ought not to doubt that. We fpeak to chriftmns^ 
to perfons who confider us as the minifters of Jefus 
Chrift, whom confequently they refpeft and love. 
As to attention, it ought alfo to be fuppofed ; not 
pnly becaufe pulpit-fubjects are divine and falutary 
to men, but alfo becaufe fuch only come to publick 
worfhip as defire to hear the word of God atten- 
tively : and indeed, if the auditors have not that 
difpofition of themfelves, an Exordium cannot 
give it them. Such a difpofition is an effecl: of a 
man's faith, and piety, and it is not to be thought, 
that an Exordium of eight or ten periods can con- 
vert the worldly and profane, or give faith and 
piety to thofe, who have them not. As to what 
regards the introducing of the matter to be treated 
of, the bare reading of the text fufficiently does 
that , for, according to the common way of preach- 
ing, the text, contains the fubject to be dif- 
cuffed." 

Finally, they add, e ' delivering an Exordium 
is only mifpending time, ufelefsly diffipating a part 
of the hearers' attention, fo that afterward they 
frequently deep very quietly when you enter on 
the difcuffion. Would it not be better then im- 
mediately to engage them in the matter, fo that 
their attachment may afterward ferve to maintain 
their attention, according to the natural inclination 
which all men have to finifh what they have once 
begun ?" 

But none of thefe reafons are weighty enough 
to perfuade us to reject Exordiums, or to be care- 
lefs about them. As to the firft. The art, which 
appears in an Exordium, fo far from being odious 
in itfelf, and feeming unnatural to the hearers, is 

3 K 2 on 
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on the contrary altogether natural. (2) It is difa- 
greeable to enter abruptly into theological matters 
without any preparation. It would not be ne- 
ceffary, were our minds all exercifed about divine 
things : but as, alas ! we are in general too little 
yerfed in fuch exerciles j it is good to be conduct- 
ed to them without violence, and to have emotions 
excited in us in a foft, an4 infenfible manner. It 
Is not finefle, and deceit, fince in doing it; we only 
accommodate ourfelyes' to the weaknefs of man's 
. mind, and indeed it is what he himfelf defires. 
Moreover, it is to be obferved, that hearers are now 
fo habituated to an Exordium, that if they heard 
a preacher enter abruptly into his matter, they 
' would 

(?) The art of introduflion fubvertetur. NequeerjimlO' 

is altogether natural. That is, cuti funt ad hanc regulam et 

It is natural' to' man to enter diligentiam. primi homines, 

coolly and deliberately on a nee procemiis prsparar'e, do^- 

uew/andforeignfubjeft j'and cere expofitione, arguments 

to lead men by an Exordium probare, affe&ibus commovere 

from earth (as it were) to fcier'urit. Ergo his omnibus, 

Jheaven is an art perfectly a- non fola compofitione carue- 

greeable to fuch natural in- runt: quorum fi fieri nihil 

clinations. It may not be mielius licebat, ne domibus 

amproper to fubjoin what quidem cafas, aut veftibus 

Quintilian fays of compoii- pellium tegmina, aut urbibus 

tion, a's the remark is juft ; arid montes ac fylvas mutari opor- 

very beautiful. ' tuit. Qua3 porro ars ftatim 

" Neque ignpro quof4am fuit ? quid non culta nitefcit ? 

efl'e, qui curam omnem com- cur vites coercemus manu? 

pofitionis excludant, atque cur eas fodimus ? rubos arvis 

ilium horridum fermonem ut excidimus? terra et haec ge- 

forte effluxerit, modo magis nerat. Manfuefacim'us ani- 

naturalem, modo etiam magis malia ? indomita najcuntur. 

virilem effe contendant. Qui Verum, id eft maxime natu- 

fi id demum naturale efle cli- rale, quod fieri natura optime 

cunt, quod a natura primum patitur." Inft, lib, ix) cafr, 

ortum eft, et quale ante cul- iv. 
turn fuit, tota haec ars orandi 
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would be extremely difgufted, and would imagine; 
the man was aiming to do with them what the an-. 
gel did with Habbakk.uk, when he took him by 
the .hair of his head, and tranfported him in an in-, 
ftant from Judea to Babylon. (3) Some time, 
then, ought to be employed gently to lead the 
mind of the hearer to the fubjecls, of which you, are 
going to treat. You are not to fnpppfe that, he 
already underftands them, nor that he is thinking 
on what you have been meditating, nor that. he can 
apply it inftantly without preparation. 

The fecond reafon may have fome weight with 
weak and lazy preachers, but it has none with wife 
and diligent fludenta: and, after all, exordium? 
are not fo difficult, as to be impracticable; a little 
pains taking is fufficient, as we every day expe- 
rience. . . 

The third is not more confiderable, I grant, 
preachers ought to fuppoie the love and affectioa 
of their hearers : yet it does not follow, tha,t they 
ought not to excite it, when they preach to them. 
Perhaps their affection is not always in exercife, it 
may be fometimes fufpended, and even oppofed by 
contrary ientiments; by coolnefs and indifference, 
by hatred or env.y, arifmg from the. defects of the 

paftor 



jlantly- than a prophet. Ifisfaidpf 

tranfported from Judea to Ba- the Lord, He put forth the 

Ijlon. He alludes to the hif- form of an hand, and took Eze- 

tory of Bell and the Dragon, kiel by a lock of bis head, and 

verfe 36, where this (paint brought him to Jerufalem : but 

itory is related. The fudden this was done in the <vifians 

tranfport of the prophet has, of God, that is, the prophet 

however, this excellency, that dreamed that he was thus car- 

it is of a piece with the reft of ried to jerufaleni.' Ezek. 

\he hiitory, which defcribes viii. 3 
Pauiel rather as a conjuror 
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paftor (for however able, he is not perfect) or from 1 
the depravity of the hearers. The fame may be 
faid of attention, although they ought to have it 
entirely for the divine truths, which the preacher 
fpeaks: yet, it is certain, they have knot; and 
all that a preacher can delire is, that his hearers 
have a general difpofition to hear the gofpel. 
The preacher muft endeavour to give them a 
peculiar attention to fuch matters as he has to 
difcufs. As to the reft, it muft not be thought, 
that the bare reading of the text, or the connec. 
tion, or the divifion only can produce that effect : 
a greater compafs muft be taken to move the hu- 
man mind and apply the fubject. And this alfo 
may be faid of preparation, for which an exordium 
is principally defigned. The reading of the text 
may do ibmething, connection and divifion may 
contribute more-, but all this without an exordium 
will be ufelefs. 

Nor is it difficult to anfwer the fourth reafon, for, 
befide the advantages of an exordium, which are 
great enough to prevent our palling it loft time, 
its parts are ordinarily fo Ihort, that they can- 
not juitly be accufed of diffipating or fatiguing 
the hearers' minds. To which I add, that the 
exorcjjutn itfelf, if well chofen, will always contain 
agreeable and inftructive matters, fo that confi- 
dered in itfelf fomething good is always to be 
learned from it, 

We cannot approve then of the cuftom of the 
Englilh. freacherS) who enter immediately into the 
literal explication of the text, and make it ferve for 
an exordium, after which they divide their dif- 
courfes into feverai parts, which they difcufs as 

they 
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they go on. (4) Surely the hearer is not fuddenly 

able to comprehend their explications, having yet 

neither 

(4) We cannot approve of through fix editions before 
the Englijh cuftom. Mr. this effay of Mr. Claude was 
Claude died on the 1 3th of written. The book contains 
January, 1687, leaving this rude outlines of compofition, 
piece in manufcript, which, capable of great improvement. 
we have fuppofed, vol. i. The ufual method, I think, 
preface, p. 24, was written was this.. The firft part ex- 
before 1676, that is to fay, plained the terms and fubjeft- 
about the middle of the reign matter, removing the difficul- 
of Charles II. The Englifh ties, and rendering the doc- 
preachers, therefore, to whom trine clear. The fecond part 
he refers, muft be they, who was confirmation, this confifted 
flourifhed about that time, of fcripture and reafoning. 
It is always difficult to give The third was application, 
general characters, it is parti- preffing home the neceflity, 
cularly fo in regard to the &c. Then followed their co- 
time, of which our author rollarys as they termed them, 
fpeaks ; for there flourished fometimes twelve, fometimes 
at that period fome of the twenty, and fometimes fifty, 
beft, and fome of the worft Thefe were called ufes, i. Of 
preachers, thaf: England ever information 2. Of inftruftion 
had. Nothing can equal the 3. Of examination 4. Of 
abfurdity of fome, nothing reproof- 5. Of encouragement. 
can excel the piety, the judg- 6. Of comfort 7. Of fo- 
ment and the tafte of others, bortation andfoon. 
However, the general run- Bp. Burnet, who firft pub- 
iiing method, as Mr. Claude limed his Pajioral Care in, 
fays, was a bad one. Many 1692, four years after the pub- 
great truths were thrown to- lication of this piece of Mr. 
gether, and delivered to the Claude, though he difcharges 
people in a confufed, clumfy preaching from an enormous 
manner. The parts of fer- load of lumber, yet fays, 
mons were called by barba- " Sermons are reduced to 
rous names, taken from obfo- the plain opening of the 
lete treatifes of logick. Ths meaning of the text in a few 
fafliionable book, itudied then fhort illuftrations of its cohe- 
as a guide, was Wilkin's EC- rence with what goes before 
slefiaJleS) which was firft pub- and after, and of the parts of 
Hllied in. 1646, and had run which it is compofed. To 

that 
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neither emotions nor preparation. Methinks, it. 
would be much better gently to ftir them up, and 
move them by fomething, which gives no pain, 
than to load them all on a fudden with, an explica- 
tion, which they can neither clearly comprehend, 
nor perhaps difl.in.6tly hear. (5) 

Leaft 

that is joined the clear Hating exordiums are eflential. Dr. 

of fuch proportions as arife . Calamy's fermons on the Tri- 

out of it in their nature, nity are nine in number, and 

truth, and reafonablenefs, by from eight different texts: 

which the hearers may form yet feven of thefe have no 

clear notions of the feveral exordium at all. The third 

parts of religion, fuch as are begins thus: " Having) as 

beft fuited to their capacities was propofed, given fcriptural 

and apprehenfions. To all proof of the Son's deity, and 

which applications are added, made a few remarks upon the 

tending to the reproving, di- deity that is afcribed to him in 

reeling, encouraging, and our facred writings ; I now 

comforting the hearers." -proceed thirdly to offer fome- 

This is vague, and indeed it thing," &c. Can it be fup- 

is only the old method new pofed, the hearers were fo 

worded, and freed from the ibon brought into a date of 

incumbrances of fathers, ori- mind fit to enter on this pro- 

ginals, councils, &c. found fubjeft ? x 

(5) Auditor? cannot clearly Dr. Owen on Hab. iii. I, 
comprehend an explication on a &c. begins thus. <c Of this 
fitdden. Mr. Claude fup- chapter there are four parts, 
pofes, that the mind is not Firft, The title and preface, 
prepared for divine fubjefts in ver. i. Secondly, The pro- 
the generality of hearers be- phet's main requeft in it, ver. 
fore they come, and that it 2. Thirdly, Arguments to* 
is not likely they ihould be fuftain his faith in that re- 
prepared by hearing the text, queft, from verfe 3 to 17. 
and the connexion. This is Fourthly, A refignation of 
in general true of all religious himielf and the whole iflue of 
fubjefts, and it is a reafon his defires unto God, from 
for the ufe of introductions : ver. 17 to the end. We mail 
but there are fome difficult treat of them in order." Thefe 
ftibjefis, to the underilanding four heads multiply into al- 
of which, I had almoil faid, moil one hundred and fifty 

obfer- 
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Leaft of all do we approve of the cuftom of 
fome of our own preachers, who, intending to ex-- 
plain the text, or to make fome reflections through- 
out the whole fermon, enter immediately into the 
matter without any Exordiums at all. I am per- 
fuaded, they are induced to do thus only for the fake 

of 

obfervations, ufes, reafons, a noife, for they will think,- 

&c. Ought not fo abftrufe an they are fure to hear,, make 

affair to have been introduced what noife they will. People, 

by an Exordium on patience who come Lite, after the, 

and perfeverance ?" Dr. worfhip is begun, are great 

Omen's fermons, and traffs, difturbers, arid they ought 

fol. 238. either to leave' off 1 the lazy 

The people cannot diftinftly habit, or to fit' down as foon. 

hear the explication at firft. as they get in at the door.' 

Mo'ft congregations are for a Coughing, again, is another 

few minutes after prayer in a common difturbance.' Juft as 

little fort of buftle, and the the preacher is going to utter 

belt way for the preacher to that one word, on which the 

obtain audience is either to fenfe of a whole period de- 

jaufe two or three minutes be- pends, out iflues a cough from 

fore he reads his text, till the fome wide mouth, than fhakes 

people have feated themfelves, all the air, prevents the hear- 

and are Hill, or lojing one or ing of five hundred attentive 

two verfes between prayer and people, and gives half the 

fermon. Preachers, who know houfe the head-ach; They, 

how to govern their voices, who have very bad coughs, 

are always very cautious in fhould keep at home, they, 

uttering their firft words, for who cough by rote, fhould be 

if they pitch too high, they reproved, and they, who have 
foon find themfelves obliged colds, and yet think proper 
to bawl out in difagreeable to attend a fermon, mould 
unnatural tones of fpeaking. cough into a handkerchief, 

Moft begin low, and this is .and fo lelfen the noife. Every 
the only way to obtain audi- cough is a kind of attack on 
ence, for it warns die people the preacher's voice, and it is 
to liften, if they intend to miferable for him to ftand up 
hear: on the contrary, if a merely to be pelted. The 
fpeaker fets off loud, they moft and belt a publick fpeakcr 
will not be afraid of makiag can do in fuch a cafe, is to 
VOL, II. 3 L utter 



( 4*5 ) 

of avoiding the difficulty of compofing an Exor- 
dium, that is, in one word, only for the fake of 
indulging their idlenefs and negligence. (6) 

Taking 

utter his fermon by periods, tifully, and fo very aptly to 

and, by making proper paufes the purpofe, that I fhall be. 

between each, to give the forgiven for tranfcribing a 

people time to eafe their few lines, 

lungs. . " Nemo aittem a me exigat 

(6) Some enter on tie matter id pra;ceptorum genus, quod 

without any Exordium. I fup- eft a plerifque fcriptoribus 

pofe, Mr. Claude means, that artium traditum, ut quafi 

Exordiums /wpwmz/ ought to quafdam leges immutabili ne- 

be ufed : but not that they ceffitate confcriptas ftudiofis 

may never be omitted. Cer- dicendi feram : utique pro- 

tainlyitisasproperfometimes cemium, etid quale: proxi- 

tp omit an introduction as at ma huic narratio,- qua? lex 

other times to ufe one. deinde narrandi : propofitio 

Quintilian, after giving, poft hanc, vel, ut quib'ufdam 
rules for Exordiums, adds, placuit, excuriio : turn certuj 
*' Hffic de prooemio quoties erit ordo qusftionum ; casteraquei 
ejusu/us: nonfemperautem eft. quse velut fi aliter facere fas 
Nam et fupervacuum aliquan- non fit, quidem tanquam 
do eft, ut fi fit praparatus fatis juffi fequuntur. Erat enim 
etiam fine hoc judex : aut fi rhetorice res prorfus facilis ac 
res praeparatione non egeat. parva, ii uno et brevi prse- 
Ariftoteles quidem in totum fcripto contineretur. Sed mu- 
id neceffarium apud bonos ju- tantur pleraque caufis, tern- 
dices negat. Quint, lib. ivy poribus,occafione, neceffitatc, 
c. i. Atqueideo res in oratoreprse- 
a.v ^jXo vi (i.e. TsXoj cipuaconfiliumeft, quiavarie, 
KJ X /AixpoK TO wpay/x-a, a et ad rerum momenta conver- 
pooi/Aiw. Arift. Rhet. titur. ! 
/. iii. c. 14. " Quid enim fi prascipias 

See Cicero's fecond and imperatori, quoties aciem in- 

third orations concerning Ca- ftruet, ut dirigat frontem, 

tiline, the beginnings of cornua utrinque promoveat, 

which are not fo properly equites pro cornibus locet? 

Exordiums as propofitions, Erit hsec quidem recYiffima for- 

ftating the purport of the tafie ratio, quoties licebit :- 

\vholeorations. fed mutabitur nafura loci, ft 

Quintilian fpeaks fo beau- mons occurret, fi flumen ob- 

ftabit, 



Taking it for granted then that an Exordium 
tnuft beufed, it may be afked, what are the principal 
benefits we expect to receive from them ? And 
with what general views ought they to be com- 
pofed ? In anfwer, we fay, the principal defign of 
an Exordium is to attract or excite the affeftions of 
the audience to ftir up their attention and to 
prepare them for the particular matters, of which 
we are about to treat. (7) 

The two firft of thefe muft only be propofed 
indireOfty. A preaclier would render himfelf ridi- 
culous, if in ordinary difcourfes, and without cafes 
of extreme neceffity, he mould lafour by this 
mean to acquire the efteem and affection of his 
congregation. This method would be more like- 
ly to make them rather defpife than efteem him. 

You muft not then compliment the people, nor 
praife yourfelf, nor indeed fpeak of yourfelf in any 

manner 

ftabh, fi collibus, fylvis, af- fecerimus : non qina ilta per 
peritateve aliqua prohibebi- tptam aftionem non lint culto- 
tur." In fhort, he reduces dienda, fed quia in initiis 

all to Quid deceat, and Quid maxime neceffaria, per quas 

expediat, and of thefe every in animum judicis, ut proce- 

man can beft judge for him- dere ultra poffimus admitti- 

felf. Quint, iuft. lib. ii. cap. mur." ^uint. ivft. lit. iv, 

xiv. cap. i, 

(7} Introductions are intended " Ubique eurandum ut res 

to excite affeftion and attention, afferantur novse et varise, in- 

and to prepare the auditor for que prsfentibus futurorum 

tkefttbjecJ, " Gaufa princi- femina adfpergantuj : quo ita 

pii nulla alia eft, quam ut auditoris animus detineatur 

auditorum quo fit nobis in quafi fuipenfus, et ad fequen- 

Cffiteris partibus accommoda- tia magis feftinet. Yo 

tior, pra?paremus. Id fieri ?'/?. poet. L iii. c. v. 
tnbus maxime rebus, inter To y,iv aw tx,myy.a,:ora,ro>/ 

aftores plurimos conftat, fi TH irMups^ t^o 

?n, attentum, docihm nwro rtfa$ TO 

L 2 
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manner of way. (8) Thefe are .affectations, which 
never fucceed, and yet fome able preachers flip 
into this weaknefs, especially when they preach to 
ilrange congregations, and above all when they ad- 
drefs affemblies of the rich, the learned, or the 
noble. 

Then they never fail to interlard their Exor- 
diums with fome common place faws. either the 
pleafure it gives them tobecalled to that pulpit or 
an affectation of felf- contempt a confeffion of 
their great weaknefs or fomething of this kind.. 
To fpeak my opinion freely, I think thefe are pe- 

dantick 

Ariftot, Rbet, HI, iii, c. xiv, de have thought worthy of being 

proccmils. propofed to fo great a prince, 

(8) Do not compliment or and to the moft illuftrious af- 

Jftatter the people. Whence is fembly in the unwerfe." Could 

flattery to be banifhed, if Boffuet be ignorant that this 

fullered to ftalk in the pulpit ? princefs was poifoned by or- 

a place where every fpecies der of the Duke for being too 

of infincerity ought to be re- intimate with his brother 

proved, if for no "other reafon, Lewis I4th ? Did not he 

yet left the hearers fnould in- know what pains her confefibr 

fer what the Corinthians did took to keep it from the En- 

from Paul's non-fulfilment of glifh ambafiador Montague ? 

his promife to vifit them. Was he only a ftranger to the 

That is, that thegpfpel is yea, intrigues of Lewis to prevent 

yea, 'and nay, nay. Comp. i a rupture with Charles the fe- 

Cor. xvi..5. 2 Cor. i. 15, 16, cond on the account of it? 

17, 18. How dare he call fuch an af- 

No men fo fubjeft to this fembly the moft illuftrious in 

falfe and fulfome flattery as the urn '<verfe ? How could he 

the French popiih preachers, call, fuch a criminal Jo great a 

efpecially in their funeralora- prince, in the houfe of that 

tions. The Bimop of Meaux, God, in whofe eyes a vile per 

in his funeral oration for the Jon is abhorred ? 
Duchefs of Orleans, clofes his In his oration for the Queen 

Exordium with thefe words, of Charles the firJl of England, 

addreffed to the Duke: he fays, " It would be need- 

e < Thefe are truths, which I lefs to fay much on the glori- 
ous 
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'dantick airs, which have a very bad erTelfr.. Senfible 
auditors do noc like to'hear fuch fantaftical pre- 
tences, 

oils birth of this princefs. We An able critick fays, " On 
fee nothing under the fun the contrary, this funeral ora- 
which equalsits grandeur. St. tion upon the Duchefs of Or- 
Gregory gave in the firft ages leans is a perfect hodge podgg 
this fingular encomium of the of chearful and melancholy 
crown of France, // is as far reprefentations." &c. Elem, 
above all other croivxs in the crit. vol. i. cb. viii. 
world, as the. royal dignity fur- Even the charming Bifhop 
pa/jes a private patrimony . If of Clermont falls into this 
this was faid in the time of dangerous fnare in al moil all 
King Childebert, if the Me- his funeral orations, In that 
rovean race was exalted to for Lewis XIV. he fa\s : 
this height, judge what his " This king was the terror of 
holinefs would 'have faid of his neighbours, the aftonifh- 
the blood of St. Lewis, and rnent of the univerfe, the fa- 
Charles the great. Iffued ther of kings, greater than all 
from this race, daughter of his anceftors, more magtii- 
Henry the great, and offo f cent than Solomon in all his 

many kings, her magnani- 'glory. The world was 

mity was fuperior to her dazzled with the glory, that 
birth." &c. furrounded him, enemies en- 

Judge -what his holinefs vied his power, Grangers came 
would have faid of the blood from the moft diftant iilands 
pfS. Lewis ! . . No. . Judge to vail their faces before the 
what a fordid court chaplain glory of his majefiy, his fu fa- 
would fay for a bimoprick! je&s were ready to erect altars 
Boffuet. oraif.funeb, to him, and theillufions, that 

Rollin fays, " Boffuet's were around him, feduced 

orations, of Henrietta of all except himfelf." How 

prance, Queeii of England, truly is it faid, n'emo omnibus 
and that of the Duchefs of horis fapit ! Majjil. waif. 
Orleans, are full of thoughts, funeb* 
which Hermogenes calls ma- I mention thefe occafions, 
jeflick, which carry their con- rather than any other, becaaie 
vifvion with them, forcibly this fault prevails, inoft with 
feize the judgment, move our us infiincralj/snuons, in which 
pailions, and fire our fouls." lies are lavilhed, with, the ui- 
He quotes' a part of this very moil profufion, common abi- 
.paffage to prove it. Bella -lilies exalted to apoitoiical, 
Icttres. ii. 3. 2. common dudes to unexanipled 

piety, 
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tences, which are both contrary to the gravity of 
the pulpit, and to the decency of a modeft man* 

(9) 

How then, you will afk, muft the affections of 

the hearers be attracted ? I anfwer, indireflly^ by 
an Exordium well chofen, and well fpoken, and 
this is the fureft way of fucceeding. 

In regard to attention^ it is certain, it ought to 
be awakened, and fixed in the fame manner, that 
is, by fomething agreeable, and worthy of being 
heard, a compofition of piety and good fenfe. I 
do not difapprove of aiking fometimes for atten- 
tion, 

piety, and common affli&Ions Is difagreeable. Nothing is 
to the pains of martyrdom, more intimately related to a 
vices are extenuated, virtues man, than his fentiments, 
exaggerated, the whole world words and actions; and there- 
the worfe for the lofs of fore we require here the ftrift- 
They remind us of a French eft conformity. When we 
writer, who, cenfuring a very find what we thus require, we 
different practice, but which have a lively fenfe of proprie- 
affe&s all nature too, fays, ty : when we find the con- 
*' The priejls dance, thefoldiers trary, our fenfe of improprie- 
dance, the gods dance, the de- ty is not lefs lively. Hence 
vih dance" &c. the univerfal diftafte of af- 
(9) Pedantick airs are con- fe&ation, which confifts in 
trary to modify, " It is a making a fliew of greater de- 
matter of experience, that licacy and refinement, than 
congruity or propriety, where- is fuited either to the charac- 
ever perceived, is agreeable; ter or circumftances of the 
and that incongruity or im- perfon." Elem. crit. vol. i. 
propriety, wherever perceived, c. x. 

Hence Shakefpear properly enough to our purpofe. 

" But good my brother, 
Do not, as fome ungracious paftors do, 
Shew me the fteep and thorny way to heav'n, 
Whilft like a puft and carelefs libertine, 
Himfelf the primrofe paths of dalliance treads 
And recks not his own reed." That is, regards 
not his own do&rine. Hamlet. 

Fre-, 



tion, either on account of the importance of the 
matter, the folemnity of the day, the ftate of the 
church, or, in fhort, of any other particular occa- 
fion : but it muft not be done often, for then it 
would never be minded, and when it is done th.2 
fewer words the better, fi) 

The 

"Frequentiffimeveropro- mium exerere non debeat. 

osmium decebit et fenteniia- Oditenim judex fere litigan- 

rum, et compofitionisj et vo- tis fecuritatem. cumque jus 

cis, et vultus modeftia: adeo fuum intelligat, tacitus reve- 

ut in genere caufse etiam in- rentiam poftulat." Quint, 

dubitabili, fiducia fe ipfani- lib, iv. c. i. 

n/r'fl t >i ~ / 

mvouv Tt PJjT'ijp Ej^eycuj, < srp?)XT'7p(fc T sfyittv, 

Verborum que orator ut efies, adtor que rerum. 

Horn. Iliad, ix. /. 443. 

(i) You may fometimes ajk of Chryfoftom, made ufe of 

for attention, A prudent what feme have called preeex- 

preacher will foon obferve ordia, and, they thought, they 

when this is proper. He, that derived the cuftom from the 

hath ears to hear, let him hear, apoftles. Paul begins his e- 

Mat. xi. 15. Hear, and un- piftles with Grace and peace 

derftand. Mat. xv. iQ.Hear be with you from God the Fa~ 

the 'word of the Lord, ye fcorn- ther, and our Lordjejus Chrift, 

ful men, Ifaiah xxviii. 14. In imitation of this, when a 

Hearken, Ifrael, to the fta- father afcended the pulpit, he 

tutes I teach you, Deut, iv. I. ufed to paufe a moment, and 

Hearken, people, every one then fay, Peace be 'with you 

of you, i Kings xxii. 28. all. 1 or The grace of our Lord 

Men, brethren, and fathers, Jefus Chrift be <with you all! 

hearken, A&s vii. 2, The or fome thing of this kind, 

molt ufual, eafy, and natural In return the people an- 

method feems a brief allocu- fwered, And with thy fpi- 

tion. Thus the Athenians rit! And then he entered on 

Ai^p? A$WBIOIJ nfed alfo by his fermon. " 'Non incipit 

S. Paul in the Areopagus, aliquid epifcopus adpopalum 

Ads xvii. 22. So the Ro- dicere, nifi prius in nomine 

mans, )uirites and fo the Dei popunim falutaverit." 

Jews, Yemen of Judea We Optat, Mile-v. Append. HI). 

have fpoken of thefe before, vif. Nicepb. Hift.xiv. 23.- 

Page 172, 173. Chryfoft. ad Colo//', Horn, ui. 

The fathers, about the time 
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The principal ufe of an Exordium is to prepare the 
hearer's mind for the particular matters you have 
to treat of, and infallibly to conduit him to it. If 
this end be not obtained, the Exordium cannot but 
be impertinent; and, on the contrary, if this, end 
be anfwered, the Exordium cannot be improper. 

When I fay, the hearer's mind muft be prepared 
for, and conducted to the matter, I mean to fay, 
thefe are two different things. You prepare the 
hearer for the matter, when you ftir up in him fuch 
difycfitions as he ought to have to hear well, and to 
profit much. You infenfibly conduft .your hearer to 
the matter, when by the natural connection of the 
fubje&s of which you fpeak, you lead him from one 
thing -to another, and enable him to enter into the 
doctrine of your fermon. 

Let us advert a moment to each. The prepa- 
ration muft be determined by the fubjecl, of which 
you are going to fpeak - for if it be a fad and af- 
flicting fubje6t, in which you aim to excite the 
compaffion, the grief, and the tears of your au- 
dience, you muft begin the Exordium by impart- 
ing fuch a difpofition. (2) 

If 

(2) Impart tie difpofitic-n feflation will be difcpvered, 
which you. 'would excite, and it will excite the con- 
Would you affect your au- tempt of the hearers, they 
ditors? be affected yourfelf. will think the preacher a hy- 
Would you excite their grief ? pocrite, who aims to impofe 
weep yourfelf. Nothing can on them, 
be more natural than this The beft method feems to 
method, yet nothing requires be that, which the moft popu- 
greater delicacy. Thefe e- lar and pious preachers ufe. 
motions muft not be acted, They ftudy till they tho- 
they muft be free and natural, roughly underftand the fub- 
They cannot be afted, they jecl. They habitually feel 
may be affefted : but the af- it. They retire ten minutes 

before 



Jf you have to treat of a profound and difficult 
myftery, aim to diffufe elevation and admiration 
among the hearers. If fome terrible example of 
God's juftice be the fubjeft, endeavour to fiir up 
fear. If fome enormous crime, prepare the mind 
for horror by a meditation on the enormity of hu- 
man corruption. If you ha veto treat of repentance, 
and in an extraordinary manner to intereft your 
hearers in it, you muft begin todifpofe them to it by 
generalideas of God's wrath, which we have deferved 
of the little fruit we have borne to his glory or 
fomething of a like nature. If, on the contrary, 
the matter you have to treat of be common and 
tranquil, aim in your Exordium to place the mind 
in its natural Hate, and only endeavour to excite 
honeft and chriftian tempers, which we all ought 
always to have. In a word, the Exordium muft al- 
ways participate the fpirit of the fubject, that you 
mean to difcufs, in order to difpofe your hearers for 
it, Not to ufe in this manner, is to lofe all the 
benefit of an Exordium : and to ufe it to an op- 
pofite purpofe would be to renounce common 
fenfe, and to act like an idiot. (3) 



before preaching, and in fer- divine worfhip were kept. 

vent prayer, to God, poflefs The veftry was that, in which 

their fouls with a full idea of the ministers veftments were 

the importance of the matter, kept. Where there is only 

of which they are going treat, one veftryj and the preacher 

They go from prayer to the has no other convenient room 

pulpit, as Mofes went down at hand, this mould be left 

from the mount from God to free for his ufe before worihip 

fpeak to the people. This begins. 

was the primitive ufe of one (3) An Exordium is intended 

ofthofe little rooms, which to prepare the bearers. It may 

were always added to places happen, the hearers may be 

of worihip. The facrijly was previoujly prepared, by fome 

that, in which the utenftls of awful, o/r pleafing circum- 

II, 3 M ' fiances, 



The fecorid ufe of an introduction is to conduft 
the hearer gradually to the fubjecl:, of which you 
are about to treat. This (as I have faid) 
depends on the connexion between the fubje&s 
of the Exordium with themfelves, and with the 
matter of the difcuflion. I fay firft with tbem- 
Jehes, for they muft, as it were, hold each other by 
the hand, and have a mutual dependence and fub- 
ordination, otherwife the auditor will be furprized 
to find himfelf fuddenly tranfported from one to- 
pick to another. I fay alfo with the difcujjion y for 
the Exordium is principally intended to introduce 
that. 

The firft quality of an Exordium is brevity 
This, however, has a proper meafure, for as it 
ought not to be exceffively long, fo neither 
ihould it be too fhort, the middle way is 
beft. The longeft exordium may have ten or 

t* 

twelve periods, and the fliorteft fix or feven, 
provided the periods be not too long. The 
reafon, is, that on the one hand, proper time may 
be given the hearer to prepare himfelf to hear you 
with attention, and to follow you in the difcuflion 
of the matter j and, on the other, that in giving 
time fufficient for that, you may prevent his 
wandering out of the fubject, wearying himfelf, 
and becoming impatient. If the Exordium were 
too fhort, it would oblige the hearer to enter too 
foon into the matter without preparation enough ; 
and exceffive length would weary him, for it is with 
an auditor, as with a man who vifits a palace, he 

does 

fiances, fomepublick event, or no need of an exordium to 
fome particular cafe known prepare, 
to the Auditors ; the-n there is 



does not like to ftay too long in the court, or firft 
avenues, he would only view them tranfiently with- 
out flopping, and proceed as foon as poffible to 
gratify his principal curiofity. (4) 

2. An Exordium muft be clear, and confequently 
difengaged from all forts of abftrufe and metaphy- 
fical thoughts. It fhould be exprefled in na- 
tural and popular terms, and not overcharged with 
matter. , Indeed, as the auditors are neither enli- 
vened nor moved yet, you muft not, expecl: of them 
at firft a great degree of penetration and elevation, 
nor even a great attempt towards thefe, though 
they may be capable of them, when they are ani- 
mated. You muft, therefore, in an Exordium, a- 
void all that can give pain to the mind, fuch as 
phyfical queftions, long trains of reafoning, and 
fuch like. However, do not imagine that, under , 
pretence of great clearnefs, an Exordium muft have 
only theological matter, or con lift rather of words 
than things. This would be falling into the other 
extreme. An Exordium, then, muft contain matter 
capable of nourifhing and fatisfying the mind, to 

do 

(4) Exordiums muft le of fore a difcourfe, efpecially of 

moderate length. " Ridendi the familiar kind, ought ne- 

vero, qui velut leges pro- ver to be introduced with a 

csmiis omnibus dederunt, ut long period, An example of 

intra quatuor fenfus termina- this fault is in the commence- 

rentur. Nee minus evitanda ment of Cicero's oration, pro 

eft immodica ejus longitude, Archla poeta." El. of Crlt. 

ne in caput excreviffe videa- c . xviii. 
tur, etquo praeparare debet, It is im poffible to infer t ex- 

fatiget." ^ulnt. 1. iv. c. i. amples at length here : but 

" In particular, long pe- there are abundance of very 

riods ought to be avoided till beautiful ones in many mo- 

the reader's attention be tho- dern Englifh lermons, in eve- 

roughly engaged, and there- ry body's hands. 

3 Ml 
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'do which they muft be clear, eafy to comprehend, 
and exprefledin a very natural manner. (5) 

3. An Exordium muft be cool and grave. Con- 
fequently no grand* figures may be admitted, as 
apoftrophes, violent exclamations, reiterated inter- 
rogations, . nor, in a word, any thing that tends to 
give vehement emotions to the hearers ; for, as the 
difcourfe muft be accommodated to the ftate of the 
hearer, he in the beginning being cool, and free 
from agitations, the fpeaker ought to be fo too. (6) 

No 

(5) Exordiums mnjl le clear, ter ought to hufband his fire. 
*' In caeteris artibus id maxi- Thjs reafon has weight, but 
me excellit, quod longiffime there is a reafon ftill more 
fit ab imperitorum intelligen- weighty : bold thoughts and 
tia fenfuque disjunctum'; in figures are never relifhed till 
dicendo autem vitium yel the mind be heated and thor 
maximum eft, avulgari ge- roughly engaged, which is not 
nere orationis atque a confue- the reader's cafe at the com- 
tudine communis fenfus ab- mencement. Homer intro- 
liorrere."- Cic. de Oral. 1. i. duces not a -(ingle firnile in 

Quintilian from Livy fpeaks the firft book of the Iliad, nor 

of a mailer, who ufed to djreft in the firft b.ook of the Odyf- 

liis pupils to render their fey." Elem. 'Crii. vol. ii'. c. 

compofitions difficult, and 21. 

when they complained, they This, however, is a rule 

were obfcure and unintelligi- fometimes difpenfed with. 

ble, So much the better, fays Cicero begins pne oration 

he, / don't underjland them thus, f ? Jamne vides, bellua, 

my/elf. jamne fentis, quae fit homi- 

(6) An Exordium muft be num querela frontis tuae?" 
fool. Mr. Claude?s rule is Another .thus. ". Quonam 
undoubtedlygoodingeneral, meo fa to, P. C. fieri dicam, 
and his reafon weighty. An ut nemo his annis viginti rei- 
author, often quoteii in thefe .publican hoftis fuerit, qui non 
notes, agrees with him. " Vi- bellumeadem tempore mihi 
da, following Horace, recom- quoque indixerit ?" Ano- 
jnends a modeft commence- ther thus. " Quoufque tan- 
jnent of au epic poem ; giv- demabutere, Catalinapatien- 
jng for a reafpn ? that the wri- tia noltra f Quamdiu eti^m 

furoy 



No wife man will approve Exordiums full of en- 
thufiafms, and poetical raptures, full of impetuous 
or angry emotions, or of bold interrogations, or 
furprizing paradoxes- to excite admiration. (7) 

You 



furor iite tuus nos illudet ? heart before thefe altars It 

Quern ad finem fefe effrenata is then in a tranfport of joy 

jaftabit au'dacia?" &c. He thatl fpeak." Qeuvres pkil. 

therefore wifely varied his iom.n./er, i. 

method as he fawreafon. Thus Saurin thus. " Can you 

himfelf expreffes it. " Etfi, have patience with us once 

Quirites, non eft mess confu- more, if we proceed in draw- 

etudinis, initio dicendi ratio- ing the fad picture of your 

nem reddere qua de caufa miferies ;"Saur. Ser, (oat. 

quemque defend/im tamen iv.fer. 9. 

inhacdefeniione,*' &c. Ci-. None of thefe are cool ex- 

ceron. Ofat. in Pifo in Ant. ordiums, yet none of them 



Phil. 2. in Cat. i. fro Ra- 
birio. 

Flechier begins a funeral 
oration thus. " With \vhat 
defign , Sirs, are you affembled 
here, and what idea have you 
of my miniftry ? Am I come 
to dazzle you with the glory 



appear . -improper. Mr. 
Claude's rule is good in ge- 
neral, on particular occafions, 
it feems, it may be laid afide. 
(7) Entkuftafms. Mr. 
Claude means all violent 
tranfports of paflion, fuch as 
thofe, vvith which the poets 



of terreftrial honours and dig- and Delphian priefteffes were 
nities ? Do you come to in- inflamed, which violently a- 
terrupt your attention ?" &c. gitated the bodies of the lat- 
Flechier Qraif. Funeb. de M. ter in delivering their oracles; 
Le Tellier. and which fo powerfully ani- 

Fenelon thus. " BlefTed be mate the defcriptions of the 
God, my brethren, who has former. Plato fpeaks of the 
this day put his word into 'my 
mouth to blefs and praife the 
work which he accpmplifties 
in this houfe. I own I have 
long wilhed to pour out my 



*QuTa <5e xat 



aw/i, 



' f/,E!/ 
EWEWV fOVTUV 

fyvruv, op/AaSui 



pavcra. ei- 
ouz <5 



li-upralai. Plat* 



in lone. 
Virgil of the [aft, 

Ventum erat ad limen, cum virgo: pofcere fata 
Tempus ait : Deus, ecce, Deus, Cui talia fanti 
AnteforeSj fubitp non vultus, non color unus, 
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You muft in the beginning fpeak gently, remem- 
bering that your auditors are neither yet in heaven, 
nor in the air, nor at all elevated in their way 
thither, but upon earth, and in a place of wor- 
ihip. (8) 

4. An 

Non comptse manfere corns ; fed pe&us anhelum, 
Et r able f era cor da tument ; majorque videri, 
Nee mortale fonans : afflatct eft numine quando 
Jam propiore Dei. Virg. JEneid. v. 45. 

Very likely, the heathens, clergyman of that city, who 
ufed long to confider diftor- printed againft them, is in- 
tions as evidences of infpira- titled, " IJhmael and bis mo- 
tion, and obferving that con- ther cafl out into the wildernefs, 
vulfions were common at the among the wild beafts of the 
approach of death, conceived fame nature. Or a reply to a 
the notion of men's prophefy- book put forth by one of lih- 
ingjuft before their departure, mael's children, who calls 
However that be, this we himfelf a minifter of the gof- 
may depend upon, twang, pel, but is clearly made ma- 
and tautology, diftortions, nifeft by the light of God in 
and convulfions, are no cer- his fervants to be a fcoffer, 
tain indications of divine af- and enemy of the gofpel, 
fifhnce. Scripture-enthuiiafm which the faints of God fuffer 
is conformity to the blefl'ed for. Given forth from the fpi- 
God. I John iv. 13, 13. It rit of the Lord in us whofe 
is efpoufing God's intereft names in the flelh are." &c. 
(if I may fo fpeak) in God's This child of Ilhmael is ad- 
own way. Had truth always dreffed by thefe infpired faint.s 
been propagated by love, the thus, Shame cover thy face 
word enthufiafm would have thou full of rottennefs and fit hy 
have retained its primitive dreams, 'what haft thou to do t 
idea, that is, it would always thou dreamer, to profefs thy- 
have been taken in a good filf a minifter of the gofpel, 
fenfe: but now, its friends who art but yet in thy mediate 

have miftaken the thing, and natural conceivings" God 

its enemies the name. forbid, we mould juftify the 

For example, A pamph- imprifonment of men for con- 
let publiihed in 1655 by fcience-fake ; but, in good 
fome, who were imprifoned earneft, do fuch men think 
at Norwich for matters of themfelves infpired ? 
conference, in anfsver to a (8) If you a,re in the clouds, 

jour 
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4. An Exordium, however, ought not to be fo 
cool and grave, as not to be at the fame time en- 
gaging 'and agreeable. (9) There are three princi- 
pal ends, which a preacher fhould propofe, to in- 
ftruft, to pleafe, and to affedl: : but, of thefe three, 
that which mould reign in an Exordium is to 
pleafe. I own, you mould alfo aim to inftruft and 
affecl: : but lefs to inftruct than to pleafe, and lefs 

ftill 

your auditors are upon earth. (9) Exordiums mufl be a" 

Our author rallies the enthu- greeable. What Quintili- 

fiaft, Salluft's remark is very an fays of narration agrees 

juft on this occafion as well exaftly with Mr. Claude, 

as on writing hi/lory j the <c Quantum opus eft autem, 

hearers, obferying the preach- non ita folum accipi volo, 

er's vehemence, and defpair- quantum ad indicandum fuf- 

ing of attaining the like, will ficit, quia nott inornate, debet 

condemn him, and perhaps effe brevitas, alioqui fit in- 

diftrefs themfelves. " Ac doda : nam et fallit voluptas, 

nrihi quidem, tametfi. haud- et minus longa quae dele&ant 

quaquam par gloria fequatur videntur: ut amasnum et 

fcriptorem, et aftorein rerum : molle iter, etiamfi eft fpatii 

tamen in primis arduum vide- amplioris, minus fatigat 

tur, res geftas fcribere : pri- quam durum arduumque 

mum quod fa&a diftis exse- compendium. Nee enim mU 

quandafunt; dein quia pleri- hi unquam tanta fuerit cura 

.que, qua? delicta reprehen- brevitatis, ut non ea qua; cre- 

deris, malevolentia et invidia, dibilem faciunt expofitionem, 

difta putant, ubi de magna inferi velim. Simplex enim, 

virtute, atque gloria bonorum et undique prsecifa, non tarn, 

KizmQKS',quaJtbiquifquefaci- narratio poteft vocari, quam 

liafafiuputet) eequoanimo acct- confufio." Quint, inft. lib* 

fit ; fupra, velutifiSa pro faljls iv. cap. 2. 
Jucit." Sal. Bel. Catal. exord. 

f< Altum aliis affurgat opus ; tu nofte dieque 
Exiguum meditator ; ubi fmt omnia culta, 
Et vifenda novis iterumque iterumque figurls, 
Quod fi longarum cordi magis ampla viarum 
Sunt fpatia, anguftis cum res tibi finibus arcta, 
In longum trahito arte ; vise tibi mille trahendi, 
Mille modi :"' &c, Vida de art. poet, /. ii, c. 339, 
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ftill to affect than to inftrud. Indeed, if you can 
judicioufly and properly introduce any thing ten- 
der into an Exordium (efpecially on extraordinary 
occafions) you may to good purpofe: but, be that 
as it may, the agreeable Ihould reign in this part. 
You eafily fee by this that you muft banifh from 
the Exordium all ill-natured cenfures, terrible 
threatenings, bitter reproaches, and. in general all 
that favours of anger, contempt, hatred, or in- 
difference, and in ftiort every thing that has the air 
of quarrelling with the hearers, (i) Their atten 

tion 

(i) Avoid every thing that There is a fort of loofe 
has the air of quarrelling with living hearers, whofe ill- 
the hearers. It mnft be allow- turned minds give an ugly 
ed, fome weak paffionate men caft to all the difcourfes of the 
have grievoufly offended their moft undefigning preacher, 
auditors in this way, and a Thefe people know they de- 
great imprudence it is. It is ferve reproof, and they ima- 
unmanly to accufe where gine every reproof given in 
decency forbids the accufed . the courfe of a man's labours 
to anfwer. It never produces is pointed at them. What is 
any good effects, either in the the good miniiler to do ? 
accufed, or in other hearers.; There is a method to .avoid 
and it always finks the preach- giving offence to this fort of 
er's reputation with both, people, but a faithful preach- 
The former are provoked, the er dare not ufe it. What 
latter are filled with pity or mould we think of a paftor, 
contempt. It betrays a total who mould give publick no- 
want of felf-government, and tice, that, as he defired to 
exhibits nothing but paffion give offence to none, and as 
and revenge, and thefe in a he had reafon to believe many 
place, from whence, of all of his congregation lived in 
others in the world, they fome practices, which they 
ought to be for ever excluded, would not choofe to hear re- 
However, where thefe fad proved, he would oblige them 
cafes have happened, the by omitting to cenlure all 
good people ihou id overlook fuch practices; and that, in 
them, and remember their order to afcertain thefe, he 
jninifter is but a man. would always fit in the veftry 

half 
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tion muft not only be excited, you may fufficient- 
ly do fo by cenfures and reproaches : but you muft 
foftly infinnate yourfelf into their efteem, fo that 
they may not only not oppofe.what you fay, but 
be well fapsfied you are an honeft and well-mean- 
ing man. (2) 

5. f'he' whole of the exordium mufl I e naturally 
connected with all the matter of the text. I fay firlt 
the whole -of the exordium, for great care muft 'be 
taken to put nothing there foreign to your fubjeft: 
therefore the beft exordiums are thofe, which are 
compofed of two proportions, the firft of which 
is naturally and immediately connected with the 
fecond, and the fecond naturally and immediately 
with the text. Each of thefe propofitions may be 
either proved, or amplified : but the laft muft al- 
ways conduit you with eafeto the fubjed inqueftion, 

nor 

half an. hour before preaching make a chriltian minifter 

to receive fuch lifts of errors blufh. ' ' Men bad letter be 

and vices as they would pleafe born dumb) and even dejlitute. 

to have fpared ? Could honeft of reafon, than pervert tbcfe 

Micaiah have done fo, even gifts of providence to pernicious 

Ahab would not have ex- purpofes. Mutos enim nafci, 

claimed, / bate him, for be et egere omni ratione fatius 

never propbejieib good unto me . fuifiet, quam providential 

2 Chron, xviii. 7. munera in mutuam perniciem 

(2} Satisfy your bearers, that convertere." Quint. /. xii. 

you are a well-meaning man. c. i. 

Hence Quintilian fo much " Ad docilkatem autem 

infifts on his orator's being a reducere heec omnia potent ii 

good man. The whole firft quis velit atque illud etiam ut 

chapter of his twelfth book is quis vir probus appareat, If- 

fpent in proving the neceflity tiufmodi enim viris libentius 

of this ; and, if this be fo attendere confueverunt." A- 

needful at the bar, how much rift. Rbet. lib* iii. cap, xiv, 

more fo is it in the pulpit! deprocemio. 
His conclufion is enough to 

VOL. II, 3 N 



nor'muft the firft be very diftarit. According to 
this maxim, all exordiums muft be condemned, 
which, inftead of leading you into the text, make 
you as it were tumble from a precipice into it, 
which is intolerable. Thofe alfo are to be con- 
demned, which conduit to the text by many long 
circuits, that is, by many pfopofitions chained 
together, which is certainly vicious, and can only 
fatigue the hearer; I add in the fecond place, the 
exordium muft be connected with the whole mat- 
ter of the text. It ought hot merely to relate to 
one of its parts, (or to one view only, if you intend 
to confider it in different views) but to all. One 
of the principal ufes of an exordium _ is to prepare 
the mind of the hearer for the matter to be'dif- 
cuffed. If, therefore, the exordium refer only 
to o'ne of its parts, or to one view only, it will 
prepare the mind of the hearer for that one parr, 
for that one view only, and not for the reft. (3) 

6. An 

(3) Tour whole exordium ranged and mutually con- 

mtift be conneEled with the nefted, bearing each of them 

whole text. *' We are framed a relation to the whole, fome 

by nature to relifh order and more intimate, fome lefs, ac- 

conneciion. When an object cording to their deftihatkm; 

is introduced by a proper con- When due regard is had to 

rieftion, we are confcious of thefe particulars, we have a 

ai, certain pleafure arifing from fenfe of juft compofition, and 

that circumftance. Every fo far are pleafed with the 

work of art thatis conformable performance. The two pre- 

to' the natural coiirfe of our faces of Salluft, look as if 

ideas, is fo far agreeable ; they had been prefixed by 

and every work of art that re* fome blunder to his two hii- 

verfes that courfe is fo far difa- tones : they will fuit any 

greeable. Hence itisrequir- other hiftbry as well, or any 

ed in every fuch work, that, fubjedl as well as hiftory. 

like an organic 'fyftefn, its Even the members of thefe 

parts ihould be orderly ar- prefaces are but loofely con- 
nected :. 
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6. An Exordium muft befmpk. We would not 
entirely banifli figures : on the contrary, we would 
always employ fuch as may render the difcburfe 
pleafant and agreeable : but pompous and magni- 
ficent expreffions muft be avoided, as far as the 
things fpoken will permit. Do not ufe a ftyle too 
elevated, bordering on bombaft nor periods too 
harmonious nor overftrained allegories nor even 
metaphors too common or too bold, for indeed 
the hearer's mind, yet cool and in its natural ftate, 
can bear nothing of this kind. (4.) 

j. An exordium muft not be common. As this 
is a rule much abufed, it will be needful to explain 
it. By a common exordium, I do not mean an 

exordium, 

nefted : they look more like a quite loft: till, after the re- 
number of maxims or obfer- formation, with other bran- 
vations than a connected dif- ches of ancient polite learning 
courfe." Ehm.ofcrittvol.i, it revived; but it has not 
c . i. been carried to any great per- 

(4) This direction of Mr. fe&ion with us. Our faihion 

Claude's is fo nearly allied to is the clear, and not the mu- 

what he fays on. the //&;Wpro- fical. 

perty of an exordium, that Wonderful are the prejudices 

is, that it mould be cool and of fome againft it, it is 

grave, that I ihall refer the thought tob trifling for a 

reader to that, only begging grave mind, and it is faid, a 

leave to fay a word on bar- good ear is worth a th'oiifan^ 

monions periods, about which rules, 

he adviies not to be too nice. Indeed, it fhould feem, it & 

The harmony of a period anarttoptriAingfoTth.e/^//; 

flows from the proper ar^- but in all other productions, 

rangement of the words and and even in fome printed fer- 

fentences, of which the period mons, it has inconceivable 

is compofed. This art was charms. In f.petry,it is intole- 

invented by the Greeks, car.- rablenot to attend to it. Prp- 

ried to a great degree of per- npunce the two following, and 

by the Romans, a- try the contraft ; 
Awhile, .and jtf length 

' 3 N 9 "I'll 
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exordium, which will fuit many texts ; for, if the 
texts are parallel, and the, fubjecl be managed with 
the fame views, and in the fame circumftances, 
what occafion is there to compofe different exor- 
diums ? By a common exordium, I mean, in the 
firft place, one taken from trivial things, and 
which have been faid over and over again ; thefe 
the people already know, and your labour will 
be infallibly thrown away. Such are exordiums 
taken from comparifons of the fun of kings-^ 
of conquerors of the ancient Romans, &c. r-or 
from fome hiftories of the Old Teftament, which 

have 

s ' I'll caft him down as deep 

As Tartarus (the brood of night) where Barathrum doth fteep 
Torment in his profoundeft finks ; where is the floor of brafs 
And gates of iron : the place for depth as far doth hell furpafs, 
As heaven for height exceeds, the earth." 
This is infufferably harlh. The following is as foft : 
*f Teach me to feel another's woe, 

To hide the fault I fee ; 
That mercy I to others fliow 
That mercy Ihow to me. 
If I am right, O teach my heart 

Still in the right to flay j 
If I am wrong, thy grace impart 

To find that better way." 

Can any man be infenfible Every ear muft feel a difFe- 
to the majeftick and melodious rence, and though true wif- 
gravity .of the firft verfes of dom may be conveyed under 
St. /John ? (Mr. Mafon, in his very difagreeable founds, yet 
EJ/ay OH the Power and Har- how defirable is it to have 
many of Profaic numbers, has found and fenfe agree ! 
thus meafured them. chap. With us, this kind of kno\v- 
viii.) ledge is moft ufeful in read/? 

In the beginning was | the ing the fcriptures in publick, 
word, j and the word | was or in giving out the pfalm or 
with God, | and the word J hymn. There are fome lines 
was God. | The same j wag in in our pfalms and hymns, in 
the I begin [ning with God. which the reader muft either 

facrifice 
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have been often repeated or of fome well-known 
types, as the.Ifraelites paiTage through the Red 
Sea and many more of the fame kind. In the 
fecond place, I mean, by a common or general 
exordium, one, which may be alike applied to 
two texts of different matter, or to two contrary 

interpretations 



^ovfenfs, for he churches: but they, who 

will find he cannot preferye cannot read, old people, 

both. A good render of a whofe eyes are dim., and the 

hymn in publick worfhip will poor, who have no books, can- 

edify the people by giving not fing, If, then, the 

out line by line, fpr he will hymn be read line by line, 

found fo as to explain and great care mould be taken to 

enforce the fenfe : but unlefs choofe expreffive ones, and 

the hymn can be well found- great decency and propriety 

ed by him, who gives it out, Ihould be regarded in giving 

it would be better only to them out. They fay, had 

name the pfalm to be fung, David heard fome men read 

read only the firft line, and fome of his pftlms, he would 

let the people fmg on. This have gone mad. 
is the method ufed in foreign 

* ' Expreffion is the drefs of thought, and ftill - 
Appears more decent as more fuitable : 
;A low conceit in pompous words exprefs'd, 
Is like a clown in regal purple drefs'd, 
For different/o#^, with different fub'jefts fort, 
As fev'ral garbs with country, town, and court." 

Pops on Critic. 

This fubjeftis handled with ' If this fcience (fays he) 

great accuracy by Mr. Mafon be fubjed to abufe, (and 

in the above quoted piece, what is not . ? ) does it ihere- 

and many eafy and excellent fore deferve contempt? If 

rules given to publick fpeakers fools and fops lometimes ap i - 

in hit- EffisyonElocittioq, which, pear in rich and gay attire, 

however infignificant they that is no reafon that a man 

may appear to fome called of fenfe mould be a floven," 

preachers, are not beneath On the poiver of fro/ate numb* 

the notice of any man, chap, x. 
learned, or unlearned, who 
Would be heard with pleafurc. 



interpretations of the fame text. It is in this fenfe 
that common exordiums are vicious and diilafte- 
ful. 

8. Even in metaphorical or figurative texts, it 
is quite puerile to make an exordium join the 
text by a metaphor j for, whatever ingenuity there 
may feem to be in it, it is certain, there is no 
taite, no judgment dilcovered in the practice, and, 
however it may pafs in college-declamations, it 
would appear too trifling in a gofpel-pulpit. The 
exordium, then, muft be connected with the 
text by the matter itfelf, that is, by the fubjefl 
intended to be conveyed by the figure, and not 
by the figure. I would not, however, forbid the 
joining of the exordium to the text fometimes by 
the figure, provided it be done in a chafte and 
prudent manner. 

Let us give one example, He that eateth my 
fe/b, and drinkctb my Hood, hath eternal life. John 
vi. 54. An exordium to a fermon from this text 
may be taken from the idea, which holy fcripture 
teaches us to form of our converfion, as if it were 
a NEW birth, which begins a new life that for 
this purpofe, it fpeaks of a new man, a new bea- 
ven,' which illuminates, and a new earth, which 
fupports him that, attributing to this new man 
the famcfenfes, which nature has formed in us, as 
fight, hearing, feeling, fmelling, tafting -, it attri- 
butes alfo to him objects proportioned to each of 
thele myilical fenfes, and afcribes to them efefls 
like thole, which our fenfes produce by their na- 
tural operations. It tells us that our eyes con- 
template the casleftial light y which illuminates and 
guides us in the ways of righteoufnefs that our 
ears hear the voice of God, who cajls us, and who 

by 



by thefe means makes us obey our vocation. It 
tells us that the. gofpel is a favour of life, which 
communicates falvation to us.- And finally, ic 
attributes to us a mouth to eat the /<?/&, and drink 
the blood si the Son of God, in "order to nouriih 
us to life eternal. It is this laft expreffion, which 
Jefus Ghrift has made ufe of in the fixth of John, 
and which fays in my text, be, that eateth my flefo 
and drinketh my Mood, hath eternal life. 

This exordium joins itfelf to the text by the 
figure made ufe of in the text, but in fuch a man- 
ner as not to be chargeable with affectation, or 
witticimv, for it is by a ferious reflection on the 
fcripture ufe of the figure, acknowledging it to be 
a figure, and preparing the hearer to attend to the 
explication. 

To thefe rules, I fubjoin a word or two on the 
vices of exordiums, i. There are fome preachers, 
who imagine it a fine thing to take exordiums 
from the perfons of their hearers, or the circum- 
fiances of times, places, general affairs, or news 
of the world : but I believe this is altogether a 
vicious method, and mould never be ufed but on- 
extraordinary occafions. Firft, there is too much 
affeftation in it. Is it not a vain parade to begin a 
difcourfe with things, which have no relation to 
the matter ? It is certainly contrary to the chaftity 
and modefty of a chriftian-puipit; Secondly, 
exordiums of this fort are ufually pulled in by 
head and moulders. How mould it be otherwise, 
when the articles, of which they are compofcd, 
have, if any, only a very diftant relation to the 
text ? By fuch means you defeat the principal de- 
fign of an exordium, which is to prepare the 
hearers minds, .and to conduct them infcnfibly to 

the 
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the fubjec"t. And finally, it is very difficult in 
iuch exordiums to avoid faying impertinencies ; 
for what in a publick difcourfe can be more indeli- 
cate than to fpeak of yourfelf, or hearers, or 
times, or news ? In my opinion, fuch . exordiums 
ought to be entirely rejected. (5) 

2. You rnuft alfo, for the moft part, reject 
exordiums taken from profane hiftory, or what 
they call the apothegms of illuftrious men, (6) 
This method favours too much of the college, and 
is by no means in the tafte of pious well bred 
men, Alexander, Csfar, Pompey, all the great 
names of antiquity have no bufinefs to afcend a 
-gofpel-pulpit, and, if they are not fuffered now- 
a-days, either in orations in the fenate, or in pleas 

at 

(5) By vicious exordiums away, "Urbem Romam its 
the principal dejign of an exor- excoluit Augultus, ut jure 
dium is defeated. " Nee mi- fit gloriatus, marmoream fe 
nus diligenter, ne fufpecli relinquere, quamlateritiam ac- 
fimusin ullaparte, vitandum; cepiJJ'et. Meliori-jure gloriari 
propterquodminimeoftentari poteft multo Auguftior Au- 
debec in principiis cura, quia gufto Petrus, cceleftem fe 
videtur ars omnis dicentis feciflb RomairijquamTartaro 
contra judicem adhiberl. Sed addiftam invenit. Petrienim 
ipfum eft evitare, fummae in terris Dei vices gerentis, 
artis." Quint, lib, iv. de coelefti cathedra, cceleftibuf- 
Exord. que clavibus, ita eft adornata, 

(6) The apothegms of il- uc cceleftis, potius urbs, quam 
lujlrious men jhould feldom ap- terreftris merito debeatappel-i 
fear in a fgrmon. We may Jari. Dabat olim orbi jura 
venture to add, they fhould terrena, nunc jura dat ccelef- 
never appear without peculiar tia; in corpora dominatum 
difcernment in the choice, olim obdnebat, nunc ob- 
and peculiar propriety in the tinet in ipfos etiam animos ; 
application. A famous Jefuit ligabat olim, ac folvebat fer- 

, expofitor relates a remarkable reis compedibus camera, nunc 
faying of Auguftus, applies ligat folvitque fpiritalibus 
it to S, Peter, and thus fpouts vincwlis fpiritus, Lateritiam 

Rom am 



( 483 ) 

at the bar , much lefs ought they to be allowed 
in chriitian fermons. It may not be amifs, if they 
appear now and then in the difcuflion, or in the 
application : but even there we ought to fee them 
but feldom, notoftener than once a year at moft : 
but to introduce them at the beginning of a fer- 

mon 



Romam accepit, marmoream, 
immo auream reddidit Petri 
cathedra." Ah Father ! were 
an acute proteftant to call you 
adexamen on thefe articles, at 
the tribunal of hiftory, fcrip- 
ture reafon, or confcience, 
he would excite in your foul 
fuch an idea of turpitude, 
that your reverence would 
blufh for thus declaiming ! 
Yes ! you have obtained the 

city-- -the fee and 

the keys : but you have de- 
throned princes traduced 

the apoftle butchered his 
defenders and betrayed his 
mafter to obtain them ! Se- 
baft. Barradii comment, torn. 
xil lib. i. cap. I. 

Almoft every vice has been 
at one time or other in famion, 
and this vicious way of preach- 
ing had once a great run. It 
was accounted learned, pious, 
and ingenious : but it "was 
unnatural and unedifying,and 
foon fell firft into difufe, and 
then into difgrace. 

We will fubjoin an example 
or two. " Brutus, confult- 
ing the oracle, who ftiould 
be conful, received this an- 
fwer, that he fliould be con- 



ful, who firft kifled his mother^ 
he by and by fell on his face, 
kifled the earth, returned 
home, and was created con- 
ful. Thus men of the world 
do," &c. " Cyrus and Dio- 
genes lived both but for a 
time, and both in a time, 
though not both in a tub; 
and, Plutarch fays, they both 
died in one day. Death, you 
fee, makes no difference.'* 
&c. &c. Geo. Hall's fermons, 
1641, on Gen. iii. 

" As Pompey faid, when 
going on a publick, but dan- 
gerous expedition, Necejfe eft 
ut earn, -non ut vivam, fo muft 
we," &c. . . "As Ju- 
venal faid of children,Mfl;m*a 
debetur piieris reverentia, fo I 
may fay, in ANOTHER fenfe 
of the holy fcriptures." Dr 
Reynold' ifer. bef. the aj/embly 
of divines, 1652, Self -denial. 

" Cajfar was wont to com- 
mand his {oldiersfaciemferire, 
to ftrike at iheface : the laws 
of our fpiritual warfare give us 
another rule." * Pythagoras 
faid, Above all things, be fure 
to makeyourfelf mafter of your 
belly." &c. Bale's golden re- 
Ser. i. l Cor, v^ 1. 
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mon is intolerable. I fay much the fame of ci- 
tations from profane authors, they muft be for- 
borne,, unlefs it be fomethingfo particular, fo a 
greeable,,and fo apt to the text, as to carry its 
own recommendation along with it. Of this 
kind, I think, was the exordium of a fermon on 
this text. So leach us to number our days^ that m 
may apply our hearts unto wifdom. It was taken 
from Plutarch, who relates, that Alcibiades call- 
ed one day to fee Pericles, and was told by his 
domefticks, that their mailer was bufy in preparing 
his accounts to lay before the republick : to which 
he immediately replied, Inilead of labouring to 
make up his accounts, it would be incomparably 
better to render himfelf not accountable to them 
at all. It was added that this is the notion of 
almoft all wicked men, who, being ignorant of 
God their governor, and feeling their confciences 
charged with a thoufand crimes, think only of 
eluding the judgment of God, and of avoiding 
that account, which they will one day be obliged 
to give to the mafter of all creatures that if only 
one man, or two men were in queftion, the attempt 
of Alcibiades might fucceed : but as it was God, 
with whom they had to do, it muft be worfe than 
foolim to imagine, his tribunal could be avoid- 
edthat there was no other way to take than to 
prepare to give an account to God, nor any adr 
vice more reafonable than to labour continually to 
do it well and that, for this purpofe, even felfr 
intereft mould oblige us to have recourfe to God 
affift us by his grace this is what the church 
aims to teach us in the words of the prophet, So 

teach 
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ttacb us to "number GUT days^ that we may apply our 
hearts unto wifdom. (7) 

In general, the beft exordiums are taken from 
theology ; for, as on the one hand, they have al- 
ways more relation to the matter of the text, fo, on 
the other, they much better prepare the hearers" 
minds, being more grave, and free from the puerile 
pedantries of the college; 

In order to compofe an exordium, after you 
have well confidered the fenfes of the text, and ob- 
ferved what are the principal matters, which ought 
to enter into the difcuffion, and after you have 
made the divifion, endeavour to reduce the whole 
to one common idea, and then choofe foine other 
idea naturally connected with that common idea, 
either immediately, or by means of another. If 
it be immediately connected with the fubject, en- 
deavour to reduce it to one propoiition, which may 
be cleared and proved as you go on, or if it have 
parts, which require feparate explications and 
proofs, it muft be managed fo. as to include them, 
and finally, by the natural connection of that propo- 
fmon with the difcuffion, enter into the text. If the 
proportion be connected with the text only remote- 
ly, then eftablifh the firft, pafs on to the fecond, 
and fo proceed from the fecond to the text. (8) 

Exordiums 

(7) Citations from profane render every thing proper, 

authors may be vjed, when they and every thing improper. A 

are pertinent , and carry their fitting of composition to thefe 

ownrecommenJationiuithtbem. circumftances is the true art 

Mr. Claude is to be underftood of compofing. 

here, as almoit every where (8) Conneft the farts of tie 

.elfe, as reprobating only im- exordium with the fubjett of 

proprieties. He wifely ob- the itifcourfe. " Quoties autem 

.&rves, that circumftances may proceniio fuerimus ufi, turn 

V . : 302 flVJ 
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Exordiums may be taken from almoft all the 
fame topicks as obfervations, that is from genus* 
fpecies, contraries, &c. For there are but few good 
exordiums, which might not go into the dif- 
cuffion, under the title of general obfervations. 
Of fuch obfervations that muft be chofen for an 
exordium, which is leaft effential, or leaft ne- 
celfary to the difcuflion, and which befides is clear, 
agreeable, and entertaining. (9) A comparifon may 
fometimes be employed in an exordium : but not 
often, nor muft trivial comparifons be ufed, which 
all the world know, or which are taken from any 
thing mean, nor muft they be embarraffing, taken 
; from things unknown to the people, as thofe are, 
which are borrowed from mechanicks, aftronomy, 
&c. of which the people know nothing at all. 

Bibk-hiftory may be ufed: but fparingly; and 
the application muft be always juft, agreeable, and 
in fome fort new and remarkable. 

types may alfo be employed : but with the fame 
precautions, always confulting good fenfe, and 
taite. 

The 

jive ad expofitionem tranfibi- ordiumreidcmonftrandts pet am', 

mus, five protinus ad proba- quod qu&fo, judices, ne molefle 

tionem, id debebit in princi- patiamini. Principiis enim 

piopoftrenmmeffe,cuicommo- cognitis, multo faciliui extrema 

diffime jungiinitium fequen- intelligetis" Pro Cluent. 

tium poterit. Ut non abrupte Quint, inft. lib. iv. de exordia. 

cadere in narrationem, ita (9) Exordiums muft be agree- 

non obfcure tranfcendere eft atteand~entertainiKg."Verum 

optimum. Si vero longior quoniam non eft fatis demon- 

fequetur, ac perplexa magis ftrare difcentibus, qujefintin 

expofitio, ad earn ipfam prze- ratione procemii, ied dicen- 

parandus judex erit : ut Ci- dum etiam quomodo perfici 

cero fepius, fed hoc prscipue facillime poffit : hoc adjicio, 

loco fecit : Paulo longius ex- ut di&urus intueatur, quid, 

apud 
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The beft method is to compofe feveral exordiums 
for the fame text , by turning your imagination di- 
vers ways, by taking it in all its different rela- 
tions, for by fuch means you may choofe the moft 
proper. But after all thefe general precepts, which 
indeed ought to be ki^own, and by which exor- 
diums muft be regulated, it is certain, the in- 
vention and compofttion of an Exordium can only be- 
tome eafy by $raftice. (i) A young preacher ought 

not 

apud quern, pro quo, contra efcapes not their obfervation. 
quern, quo tempore, quolo* The molt minute differences 
co, quo rerum ftatu, qua in the human countenance, 
vulgi fama dicendum fit, quid fo minute as to be far beyond 
judicem fentire credibile fit the reach of words, are dif- 
antequam incipiamus : turn tinftly perceived by the plain- 
quid aut defideremus, aut de- eft perfon : while, at the fame 
precemur, ipfa ilium natura time, the generality have 
eo ducet, ut fciat quid pri- very little difcernment in the 
mum dicendum fit." Quint, faces of other animals to 
ut fujira, which they are lefs accuilom- 
(\)Pra8ice makes compofition ed. Sheep, for example, ap- 
fafy. The very ingenious pear to have all the iame 
author of Elements of criticifm face, except to the fliephcrd, 
fays, " faftemuft be improved who knows every individual 
ly education, reflection, and in his flock, as well as he 
experience" and adds the fol- does his relations and neigh- 
lowing note. f< That thefe bours. The very populace 
particulars are ufeful, it may in Athens were critics in Ian- 
be faid neceffary, for acquir- guage, in pronunciation, and 
ing a difcerning talte in the even in eloquence, harangues 
fine arts, will appear from the being their daily entertain- 
following facls, which Ihevv ment. In Rome at prefent 
the influence of experience Jin- the moil illiterate ihopkeeper 
gly. Thofe who live in the is a better judge of ftatues, 
world and in good company, and of pictures, than perfons 
are quick fighted with refpedt of the higheft education in 
to every defeft or irregularity London. Thefe fafts afford 
in behaviour : the very flight- convincing evidence, that a 
eft fmgularity in motion, in difcerning tafte depends flill 
fpeech, or in drefs, which to more on experience than oil 
a peafant would be invifibie, nature." Chap, xxv. oniajle. 



not to complain of trouble, nor to be anyway 
negligent in the matter, for lie may be fure of fuc- 
ceeding by attention and application. ; 



CHAP. 



CHAP. X. 



Of the CONG L u s i o N. (i) 




UiE Ccnclufion ought to be lively and ani- 
mating, full of great and beautiful figures, 
aiming to move chriftian affections as the love 
of God hope -zeal repentance felf - condem- 
nation a defire of felf- correction conlblation 

admi- 



(i) Condufion, This In a 
fermon anfwers to what in an 
oration is called the perora- 
tlsn. " It recapitulates, or 
fums up the ftrongeil and 
chief arguments, and by mov- 
ing the paffions, endeavours 
to perfuade the hearers to 
yield to the force of them," 
Arijl* Rbet. 

The fire of the preacher 
ihould blaze here, he iliould 
colled the ideas of his whole 
fermon into this part, as rays 
are collected in the focus of a 
burning glafs, and inflame 
the hearts of his auditors. 
The three following general 
rules feem very proper. ' ' i . 
Let the peroration, or con- 
be ihorb, 2, Let it 



be bold and lively. 3. Let 
fome one or more linking 
idea, not mentioned before 
in the difcuflion, be referved 
for this part, and let it be ap- 
plied with vigour. Bucholt- 
zer ufedto fay, A good preacher 
was known by his condujton, 
He often clofed his fermons 
designedly in a curt, terfe, 
abrupt manner. Here, my 
brethren ! I Hop, and I leave 
the holy fpirit to preach to 

you. -Now, chriltians ! I 

have done my part. May the 
Lord condefcend to do his in 
your hearts ! I have planted, 
and watered. May God give 
the increafe ! I have been 
preaching to you, and fetting- 
before you the gofpel of fal- 
vatioti. 
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admiration of eternal benefits hope of felicity- 
courage and conftancy in afflictions fteadinefs in 
temptations gratitude to God recourfe to him 
by prayer and other fuch difpofitions. (2) 

There 

vation. May the Lord God face, the bifhop's method of 

apply it to your hearts, for his preaching, by faying that 

glory, and for your eternal " What formed the diftincl 

felicity! May the Lord fet character of Father Maffillon's 

home to your hearts what I eloquence was, that all his 

have been preaching ! For ftrokes aimed directly at the 

my part, I am only his mef- heart, fo that what was fimply 

fenger to you. He is the reafon, and proof itr others, 

fhepherd and bifhop of your was feeling in his mouth. 

fouls IWith fome "one fuch He not only convinced, he 

fentence he frequently con- affected, moved, arfd melted 

eluded his difcourfe." tfbe his hearers. Hedidnotcon- 

words of the 'wife are at goads, fine himfelf to difcover only 

end as nails fajlened by the the injuflice, and unreafona- 

mafters of aJjemUies. Eccl. blenefs of vice, he fhew it in 

Ixii, \\.-Keckermanni Rhet. fuch a hideous, and hateful 

EccL lib. i. cap. x. light, that you could no lon- 

(z) A conclufionjhould excite ger fuffer yourfelf to be under 

cJsriJUan difpofitions. Bifhop the empire of fuch a cruel 

Burnet fays, " A fennon, tyrant; you could no longer 

the conclusion whereof makes confider it in any other light 

the auditory look pleafed, and than that of a fworn enemy 

fets them all a talking with of yaur felicity. Entering 

one another, was certainly into an .holy indignation a- 

either not rightly fpoken, or gainft yourfelf, you would 

not rightly heard ; it has been appear to yourfelf fo blind, 

fine, and has probably de- fo unjuft, fo miferable, that 

lighted the congregation ra- you would fee no other re- 

ther than edified it : but that medy than that of falling into 

fermon that makes every one the arms of virtue." After 

go away filent, and grave, this defcription he fubjoins, 

and haftening to be alone to t( -Sermons comppfed in this 

meditate, and pray the matter tafle cannot fail of being 

over in fecret, has had a true heard with extreme attention, 

effect." Pajt. Care, cb, ix. every one fees himfelf in the 

ThepublimerofMaflillon's lively/ and natural pictures 

fermons defcribes in the pre- in which the preacher faints 

the 
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There'are three forts of difpofitions, or emotions, 
the violent the tender and the elevated. The 
violent are, for example, indignation, fear, zeal, 
courage, firmnefs againft temptations, repentance, 
felf- loathing, &c. (3) 

The 

the human heart, and difco- (3) Some emotions are vzo- 
vers its moft fecret fprings of lent, and muft be excited by in- 
action. Every one imagines, dent condufeons. Example of 
the difcourfe is addreffed to the violent from Saurin's fer- 
him, and thinks the orator mon on the feverity of God. 
meant him only. Hence the The text is Heb. xii. 29. For 
remarkable effefts of his in- our God is a confuming Jire* 
ftrudlions: nobody after hear- Having fpoken of fudden un- 
ing him flopped to praife, or prepared deaths, and the un- 
criticife his fermon. Each certainty of fick-bed repen- 
auditor retired in a penfive tances, he adds, et God's 
filence, with a thoughtful air, thoughts are not as our thoughts. 
downcaft eyes, and compofed True, we have feen fome few- 
countenance, carrying away examples of people, who have 
the arrow, which this chriftian proved after their recovery, 
orator had fattened in his that they were converted in 
heart. Thefe filent fuffrages their ficknefs; and who make 
exceed the loudeft applaufes. us prefume that fome dying 
When Father Maffillon had people may alfo be converted 
preached his nrft advent at in the fame manner : but yet, 
Verfailles, Lewis the XlVth Our God is a confuming fire- 
faid thefe remarkable words How. rare are thefe examples! 
to him, Father, I have heard Need we. prove it ? Need we 
many fine orators in my chapel, demonftrate it ? You are our 
and have been much pleafed proofs, you are our demon- 
witb them : lut as fcr you, ftrations. Which of us has 
always when I have hard you, not been fick, and (I fpeak of 
/ have been very much dif- perfons of a certain age) which 
f leafed vjithmyfelf- Annifh- of us has not feen himfelf 
ed encomium, which does e- fometimes at the brink of 
qual honour to the tafte and death? Who has not made 
piety of the monarch, and refolutions in that, terrible 
the talents of the. preacher." moment, who has not pro- 
Serin, de MaJ/ilion. pet. car, mifed to reform himfelf? 
ref. The laws of thefe exercifes 
VOL. JI, 3 P forbid 
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The tender emotions are joy, confoktion^ 
gratitude^ tender fubjefts are pardon, pity, prayer, 

. &c. 

forbid me certain details, it is no hope for you, you are loft 
ot allowable to name fuch without remedy : but yet, Our 
of you as hear me: but 1 ap- God is a confumlng fire, and 
peal to your confciences, and there are hundreds of paffages 
if your confciences be afleep, in fcripture, which authorize, 
I appeal to the immortal God. What do I fay? There are 
How many perfons are there hundreds of pa/Tages which 
amongft you, who have made forbid us, under pain of being 
us the depofitaries of your re- punifhed with all the judg- 
folutions, who engaged fo- ments referved for the crimes, 
leiiinly to renounce the world to conceal any thing from the 
and its maxims ? How many criminal; there are hundreds 
of you by thefe appearances of pa/Tages, which command 
of conversion have impofed us to tell you, you who are 
on us, and impofed on your- fifty years of age, you who 
felves too? How many, are'fixty, you who are four- 1 
whom we mould have alledged fcore, you who after this put 
. as new examples of people off your converfion, that it is 
converted on a death-bed, if a madnefs, an excefs of hard- 
God had not reftored you to nefs, and indolence, which all 
life ? Are you converted in- the flames of hell can never 
deed ? Have you renounced expiate, 
the world, and its maxims ? < < After all, this is an arti- 
Ah! when we would judge cle, of which your paftors 
by the conduft of thofe, who hope to render to God a faith- 
are raifed from ficknefs, of ful account, how undeferving 
the fate of thofe, who are foever we acknowledge onr- 
are dead . . . My brethren, felves of his patience. How 
I dare not examine this mat- often have we reprefented to 
ter to the bottom, and I leave you the dreadful confequen* 
it to your meditation. ces of your delays ? We would 
" God's thoughts are not as take you to witnefs, walls of 
our thoughts. It is true, there this church ! if you were ca- 
is nothing in our fcriptures, pable of giving evidence. jBut 
which authorizes us to iliut you mail be our witnefles, ye 
the gates of heaven againft a difcour.fes preached in thefe 
dying man, who difcovers aflemblies ! a remembrance 
tokens of repentance : Nor is of v/hich lhall be awakened 
there any thiug, which autho- in that great day, when our 
rizes us to tell him, There is hearers mall give ap. account 

of 
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&c. (4) The elevated are admiration of the ma- 
jefty of God, the ways of providence, the glory 

Of 



of the ufe they have made of 
them. Confciences ! you 
fhall be our witnefles, you 
have heard our directions. 
You yourfelves fhall be our 
witnefles, gainfayers ! you, 
who have fo often pretended, 
by reverfmg the ideas, which 
the gofpel gives us of the mer- 
cy of God,-to obfcure others, 
which it gives us of hisjuftice 
and vengeance We are inno- 
cent of your blood) we have not 
ftunned to declare to you the 
whole counfel-of God and 
though, when called before 
his tribunal, we muft fay to 
him under a lenfe of the weak- 
neffes, with which our mini- 
ftry was accompanied, Enter 
not into judgment with tbyfer- 
wants, O Lord ; yet will we 
even then venture to fay, when 
we recoiled the overtures we 
have made, and the intreaties 
we have ufed to ftir you up to 
improve the prefent moment, 
/ have preached righteoufnefs in 
the great congregation. Lo, I 
have not refrained my lips, 
Lord, thouknoweji, and though 
I have laboured in vain, and 
fpent my Jlrength for nought, 
yet my judgment is with the 
Lord, and my work with my 
God. 

" Ah! May God animate 
s with nobler motives ! God 
grant, not chat the torments 



infli&ed on our hearers in the 
ceconomy of eternity may be 
the apology of our minilhy, 
but rather may God make 
you our crown and joy in the 
day of the Lord! Amen." 
Saur. tier* torn. vi. fer, qua- 
triemf. 

(4) Tender c onclujton. Ex- 
ample of a tender conclufion, 
from a fermon of Bp. Maffil- 
lon to his clergy. " And 
indeed, my brethren, can a 
paftor live either without 
prayer, or can he pray but 
feldorn, or can he pray with- 
out fervour, and zeal, or can. 
he confine all his prayers to a 
cold, inattentive, and hafty 
rehearfal of his breviary, while 
he pafles his life amongft his 
parifhioners, and fees the 
greateft part of them living in 
fin, and perifliing every day 
before his eyes ? When the 
high-prieft Aaron faw a part 
of his people fmkten by the 
hand of God, and expiring 
before him, he ran between 
the dead, and the living he 
lifted his hands to heaven- 
he wept for the mifery of fuch 
as fell before his eyes he 
cried he wreftled and his 
prayer was heard, the plague 
was flopped, and the fword of 
God's anger retired. A good 
paftor never prays for his peo- 

in vain. And Aaron Jlood 

3 P $ 
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of Paradife, the expe&ation of benefits', '&c.' 

(50 

There 



let<we?tt tie dead, and the 
living, and the plague was 
flayed, 

" This, my brethren, is the 
image of a good paftor. A- 
jnongft his people, (as I may 
fay) he walks between the 
dead, and the living ; he fees 
jby his fide foine of his flock 
dead, and others ready to 
expire, having pnly fome 
flattering figns of life. He 
dees the invifible fword of 
God's wrath hang over thefe 
people, he fees reigning 
crimes, and haftening death. 
All this he beholds, and it is 
a fpectacie, which he has e- 
very day before his eyes. If 
he is not affected with this :' 
jhe is not a pallor, he is a 
mercenary wretch, who fees 
In cold blood the deftrudtion 
of his flock. He is either a 
fninifter fallen from the grace 
of the prieflhood, or one who 
has never received it. |3ut if 
this affects him, ah ! what 
jiiuft the firft motion of his 
grief and zeal be ? He will 
addrefs himfelf to Gpd, who 
yvounds and heals he will 
offer to him fecret tears of 
grief and love for .his people- 
he will remind an angry God 
of his ancient mercies he 
will move his paternal heart 
by his fighs and offer him- 

felf to be accurfed for his 



brethren, Aaron flood be- 
tween the dead, and the living t 
and the plague 'was flayed. 

" No, my brethren, a prieft, 
a paftor who does not pray, 
who does not love prayer, 
does .not belong to that 
church, which frays 'without 
cea/ing. He is not united ta 
the fpirit of prayer, and love. 
He is a dry and barren tree, 
which cumbers the Lord's 
ground. He is the enemy, 
and pot the father of his peo- 
ple. He is a Itranger, who 
has'ufurped the paftor's place, 
andltp whom the falvation of 
the flock is indifferent. 
"Wherefore, my brethren, be 
faithful to prayer, and your 
functions will be more ufeful, 
your people more holy, your 
labours will feem much fweet- 
er, and the church's evils 
will dimini/h." MaffiL dijc. 
Jynodaux, torn. ii. dif> x. 

(5) Elevatedconclufion. Ex- 
ample of an elevated conclu- 
iion from. Saurin. et I am 
God's (thus fpeaks the be- 
liever) l'am God's, not only 
becauie he has a fovereign 
empire over me as a creator ; 
not only becaufe as a redeem- 
er he has the right of a mafter 
over a ilave, whom he has 
purchafed ; but I am God's, 
becaufe I love him, and be- 
caufe I know God is worth v 

- - 
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There are fome chriftian paffions which may be 
excited either by a tender, or violent method. Re- 
pentance 



of my love. The lively im- 
preffions, which his adorable 
perfections have made on me, 
make me impatient with 
every thing, that intercepts 
my view of him. I could 
not be content to be any 
longer upon earth, except 
his law, vyhich is the rule 
of my conduct, ordained 
it: yet the law, which or- 
dains me to live, does not 
forbid my defiring to die. 
Death I confider as the fum- 
mit of my defires, and as the 
eonfummatipn of my happi- 
nefs. While I am in the body, 
I am abfent from ibe Lord. 
But it is incomparably better 
for me to be abfent from the 
body, and prefent <witb the 
Lord, and what mould ftay 
me upon earth, when God 
ihall pleafe to call me to him 
felf! 

"It mail not be you, criminal 
objects. You I never loved, 
and, if I have fometimes 
fuffered myfelf to be feduced 
by your deceitful delights, I 
have been ib puni/hed by the 
griefs you have caufed me,, 
by the confufion the remem- 
brance has made in my con- 
fcience, that I have no fear 
of your entering into the plan 
of my felicity. ' 

'* It mall not be you, lawful 
objecls, how tender foevgr the 



bonds, which unite me to 
you are ; you are only rills of 
happinefs to me, and [ go to 
the fpring of .felicity ; you 
are only emanations of good- 
nefs, and I go to the bleffed- 
God. 

" Nor ihall it be you, objecls 
a religion. You are only 
means/ and death will con- 
duel: me to the end. You are 
only the way, and death will 
bring me home. True, I 
ihall read no more excellent 
books, in which fuperior ge- 
niuffes have drawn the tru.tli 
from an abyfs of prejudices, 
and darkneffes, where it was 
buried. I (hall no more hear 
difcourfes in which the preach- 
er, animated by the fpirit of 
God, endeavours to raife me 
above the prefent world : bat 
I mail contemplate, I mall 
hear the eternal wifdom, and 
therein difcover the views, 
defigns, and plans of my 
creator 5 and I .mail learn 
more in one moment of that 
union, than ail books and all 
religious difcourfes could pof- 
fibly teach me, 
" True,.Ifhall no more give 
myfelf up to you, Clofet-ex- 
ercifes, holy meditations, ef- 
forts of a foul, that fceks its 
God, and which cries to him, 
Lord, Jheiv me thy glory, Lord 
diflip'ate thefe clouds, and 
darkndli-s, 



pentanee is of this kind, for which extremely ten- 
der motives may be employed, as the love, and 
bounty of God, which we have fo unworthily 
treated. Violent motives may alfo be ufed, as 
cenfure, an enumeration and defcription of the 
enormity of the fins reigning amongft us, the hor- 
ror of our ingratitude, the fear of God's judg- 
ments, the juftice of his fcburges, and chaftife- 
ments,.&c. (6) 

In 



darkneffes, which hide thee 
from my fight ; let that light 
approach me, which has hi- 
therto been inacceffible : but 
this light will be approached, 
thefe clouds and darknefl'es 
will be diffipated, I fhall be 
no more in the clofet : but I 
mall be like the feraphims at 
the foot of the throne of God, 
and the lamb. 
" True, J mall no moreknow 
you holy facraments, auguft 
ceremonies which have fo ofr 
ten filled my foul with confo- 
lation, which have fo much 
contributed to unite my heart 
to God, and which ,have fo 
often been to me a heaven 
upon earth : but I {hall re- 
ceive you immediately, effu- 
iions of divine love 1 Plea- 
fures at God's right hand ! 
Fulnefs of joy I 1 fliall . . 
Alas ! Per- 
haps your hearts efcape me, 
my brethren, perhaps thefe 
difpofitions, fuperior to your 
piety, are no longer the fub- 
je&s of your attention, I have 



however no other direction to 
give you, and the abridgment 
of all this difcourfe, of all 
my preaching, and of all my 
whole miniftry is, LOVE GOD, 
be to God by inclination 
what you are by condition 
and engagement, then the 
miferies of this life will be 
fupportable, and then the 
approaches of death will be 
delightful. God grant you 
this grace, to him be honour, 
and glory for ever, amen." 
Saur. fer. torn. viii. fer. ii. 
fur I* empire de Jefus Chrift. 

(6) Conclufan may be mixed* 
Example of a mixed con'clu- 
fion from Maffillon. " The 
annihilation of the foul is the 
laft refource of impiety. But 
what puniihment would it be 
for a wicked man to be no 
more ? He wifhes for annihila- 
tion, and propofes it as his 
higheft hope. He lives tran- 
quil in the midlt of his plea' 
fures in this agreeable expec- 
tation. What! Will the juft 
God punifh afmner by giving 

him 
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In like manner, firmnefs againft temptations 
may be difcufled , for tender motives may be ufed, 
as the vanity of the promifes and hopes of this 

world, 



him what he defires ? Ah ! It 
is not thus that God punifhes. 
For what can the wicked find 
fo very bad in annihilation ? 
Would it be the privation of 
God ? But a wicked man does 
not love him, he does not 
know him, he will not know 
him, for his god is himfelf. 
Would it be annihilation ? 
But what more pleafing to 
fitch a moniter, who knows* 
that if he lives after death it 
is only to fuffer, and expiate 
the horrors of an abominable 
life. Would it be the lofs of 
worldly pleafures, and of all 
the objects of his paffions ? 
But when he ceafes to be, he 
muit ceafe to love. Imagine 
if you can a more defirable lot 
for the wicked, and mall this 
after all be the fweet end of 
his debaucheries, horrors, and 
blafphemies ! 

" No, my brethren, the hope 
of the wicked Jhall perijh : 
but his crimes mall not perilh 
with him. His torments will 
be as endlefs as his pleafures 
would have been, if he had 
been mafler of his fate. He 
would fain perpetuate upon 
earth his fenfual pleafures. 
Death limits his crimes : but 
does not limit his criminal 
defires. The juft judge who 
Jfearches the heart wild pro- 



portion then the fuffering to 
the offence, immortal Hames 
for intentionally immortal 
pleafures, and eternity itfelf 
will be only a juft compenfa- 
tion, and an equality of pu- 
nimment. Thefe fhall go away 
into everlafling punijhment. 
" What is the conclufion of 

this difcourfe ? That a 

wicked man is to be pitied 
for placing his higheft hope 
in a frightful uncertainty a- 
bout revealed truths. He is 
to be pitied, in that he is not 
able to live peaceably, unlefs 
he lives without faith, with- 
out worfhip, without God, 
without hope that he is to 
be pitied if the gofpel mull 
be a fable, the faith of all 
ages credulity, the confent 
of all men a popular error, 
the firil principles of nature 
andreafon childim prejudices, 
the blood of fo many martyrs, 
whom the hope of a futurity 
fupported in torments, a con- 
certed game to deceive man- 
kind ; the converfion of the 
univerfe a human enterprize, 
the accomplifhment of pro- 
phecies a lucky hit, in one 
word, if all that is beft ef- 
tablifhed in the univerfe muft 
be found falfe, fo that he 
may not be eternally mifer- 
able. What madnels to be 

able 
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world, which are only falfe, and delufive appear- 
ances the confideration of the miferable ftate of 
backfliders and apoftates the dignity to which 
God calls his children the eternal rewards which 
attend perfeverance the joy of a good man when 
he has gained a fignal victory over temptations- 
Violent methods may alfo be employed, as infpir- 
ing an holy ambition to defeat the defigns of the 
world a contempt of the plots, and powers a- 
gainft us the hope, or rather the inviolable af- 
fu ranee we have that all the powers of earth joined 
together cannot ihake us. St. Paul ufes mixed 
motives at the end of the eighth of Romans. Who 
Jhall feparate us from the love of Chrift ? Shall tri- 
hdation, or diftrefs, or persecution, or fainine, or 
nakednefs, or peril, or /word ? Nayi in all thefe 
things, we are more than conquerors through him that 
loved us. For I am perfuaded, that neither death, 
nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, 
nor things prefent, nor things to come, nor height, nor 
depth, nor any other creature Jhall be able to feparate 

us 

able to contrive a kind of and not by doubting whether 

tranquility made up of fo he fees you. The peace of 

many foolifh fuppofitions ! the wicked is only a frightful 

" man ! Iwillfiewyoua defpair; .feek your happinefs, 

more excellent way. Fear this not in fluking off the yoke 

futurity, which you force of faith, but in tafting how 

yourfel'f to doubt. Aflc us no fweet it is. Pra&ife the 

more what paJTes in that other maxims it prescribes, and 

life, of which we fpeak: but your reafon will no longer re- 

afic yourfelf frequently what fufe to fubmit to the myileries 

you are doing in this. Calm it propofes. Futurity will 

your confcience by the inno- ceafe j;o be incredible to you, 

cence of your manners, and when." you ceafe to live like 

not by the impiety of your thqfe that confine all their 

fentiments. , Set your heart felicity within the narrow 

at reft by calling upon God, bounds of life. Then far 

from 
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us from the love of God, which is in Jefus CMf our 
Lord, (7) 

A conclufion fhould be diver/if ed. I mean, we 
fhould not be content to move one fmgle chriftiant 
pafiion, many muft be touched, and a proper 
length of difcourfe afligned to each, in order to 
ftir up the pafiion. Too long time, however, 
muft not be fpent : but, when the effect is evi- 
dently produced, pafs to another paflion. As the 
conclufion ought to be compofed at lead of four, or 
five reflections (naturally arifing from the text, either 
general, Jrom the whole text, or particular, from 
fome of the parts, into which it is divided) fo if 
pofllble thefe reflections muft be placed in prudent 
order, fo that the weakeft and leaft powerful may 
be the firft, and the ftrongeft laft, and fo that the 
difcourfe may become more rapid as it runs. ' 

I think, however, it would be vicious to finifti 
with motives too violent, as fubjects tending to 
horror indignation or heavy cenfure. It would 
be much better in general to clofe with a tender, 
or even with an elevating motive. Different mo- 
tives may be (and indeed they ought to be) mixed 
in the fame conclufion, that is, violent, tender, 
and elevated, in order to ilir up many pafiions of 
different kinds. 

Conclufion fometimes delights in examples, fi- 
militudes, fhort and weighty fentences, the inven- 
tions 

from fearing this futurity, his kingdom all fuch as have 

you will haften to it in defire, lived in expedition of a blef- 

you will figh after the happy fed immortality." Majfil. 

day, when the fon of man, fir. Car. torn. i. pour le lundi 

the father of the world to de la I . fern. 

come, will appear to punifti (7) St. Paul concludes with 

infidels, and to receive into mixed motives We cannot 

Vot. II. 3 Q. 
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tions of a fine .imagination, and, in one word, -it 
need not be either fo chafte or fo regular as the body 
of the fermon, where more "accuracy muft be ob- 
ferved. There is no danger when a preacher in a 
conclufion gives himfelf up to the (8) <: fire of 

his 

omit this opportunity of ob- be attended to in a fimilar 
ferving the beauty of that fine manner by the people, 
method of concluding pub- (8) A preacher may gi<vg 
lick worflrip, ufed after apof- himfelf up to the fire of his ge- 
tolical example in chriftian nius. The Archbifliop of 
churches. The preacher fhuts Cambray, that fine cool rea- 
up all by lifting holy hands foner in his other works, is 
in prayer to God, by fpread- remarkable for this fire in his 
ing them over the people, and fermons, particularly in the 
by faying, fke grace of our conclufions of them. The 
Lord Jefus Cbrift, the love of following fpecimen is from a 
God, and the fdlonvjbip of the fermon of his on the feait of 
Holy Ghojl be with you all. St. Bernard. 
Amen. Some add other words <e Who are you, you pro- 
of their own thefaving grace fane men, who laugh when 
of our Lord Jefus the ever- you fee a renewed finner fol- 
lafting love of God the fa- lowing Jefus Chrift, and coun- 
ther the Jkvect and comfor* terafting the torrent of all his 
table communion of the Holy paffions? What then, you 
Ghoft' be, and remain with cannot endure that we mould 
you, and fo on. When mail declare ourfelves openly for 
we ceafe to be wife above the God, who created us? 
what is written ! When lhall According to you, it is a 
we be content with the lim~ weaknefs to fear his eternal 
plicity of revelation! This, and almighty juftice, and not 
though fliort, is a finefignifi- to be ungrateful to his good 
cant part of facred worihip, nefs. According to you, it is 
and che people mould be a folly to live by faith, in 
taught to avoid that hateful hope of 'eternal life. Who 
cuftoin of hurrying out before then are you, you that make 
it is completed. It fliould be game of religion, as well as 
uttered gravely, deliberately, of the religious ? Are you of 
affectionately, and kindly by another religion ? Do not you 
the preacher, and it fliould believe any'.? Go then out of 

our 



his genius, provided he fay nothing extrava- 

gant, 

our churches, be gone from to you every day by his writ- 

our myfteries, go live with-, ing's, and by hiftories of his 

out hope, without Chrift,, times vvhich.atteft what he did? 

without God in the world. Let us hear him, my brethren ; 

Go where your impious, and at leaft, at leaft in this day 

brutal defpair would hurry harden not your hearts. O 

you. But- alas ! who would my children, (Thus he fpeaks, 

believe it ? You are chriftians, and thus he has a right to 

and you have promifed to re r fpeak to you) O my.children ! 

nounce the world, and its Muft I then rife upinjudg- 

pomps, to carry the crofs af- 'ment againft yon . ? . The light 

ter Jefus Chrift, to defpife which your fathers faw, and 

all you fee, and to afpire after; which from generation to 

invifible realities. You have generation has been refleft-. 

proinifed, you dare not deny ed even on you, does it only 

your promife, you dare not re T ferve to djtfcover your iniqui- 

nouncejour falvation, you ties ? What have I not fuffer- 

tremble when approaching, ed that I might prefent you 

death mews you the abyfs. all together as a virgin with - 

that opens under your, feet, out fpot to the holy bride- 

Miferable wretches! fooliifh groom ? But what do I fee a- 

people ! You would have, us, mongft you ! Omy children! 

think you wife, and you treat I have offered you a blefling, 

thofe as fools, who, hoping and you have rejected it. The 

for benefits which you pretend curfe will come, it will come, 

not to have renounced, labour and you will be overwhelmed 

to obtain them. Odeftruftion with it. It will diftill on your 

of common-fenfe ! O mon- heads drop by drop to the 

ftrous folly ! O devils, you end. No, I will no longer 

poflefs them, it is not they be your father. I will harden 

that fpeak, it is" you" who my heart, and my foul fhall 

blafpheme in them. We rejeft you for ever. I will 

want, my brethren, another forget you, I will be afhamed 

Bernard, though I know not of you at the coming of Jefus 

whether the impiety, un- Chrift, and I will demand of 

known in his age, but fafhion- him vengeance for my words, 

able in ours, would not refift or rather for his which you 

alj his doftrine, and all his have fo often defpifed." Fen. 

miracles. Does he not fpeak Qeuvns pbilof. torn, ii./. 270. 

3 Q^2 I con- 



gant, or capricious, nothing that favours of en 
thufiafm, or declamation. 



I conclude thefe nptee with 
one word of Bp. Burnet's, 
and one of Bpt Wilkin's. 

The former fays; *f Artificial 
eloquence without a flame 
within, is like artificial poetry, 
all its productions are forced, 
and unnatural, and in a great 
meafure ridiculous. Art 
helps, and guides nature : 
but if one was not born with 
this flame, art will only fpoil, 
and make him redundant. 
A man muft have in himfelf 
a deep fenfe of the truth and 
power of religion. He muft 
have a life and flame in his 
thoughts with relation to thefe 
fubjecls. He muft have felt 
in himfelf thofe things, which 
he intends to explain, and 
recommend to others. There 
is an authority in the fimpleft 
things that can be faid when 
they carry vifible characters 



of genuinenefs in them." Pafti 
care, chap. ix. 

Bp. Wilkin fays, " As the 
milder affe&ions to, *>$y, do. 
beft fuit with the introduc- 
tion, which ihfinuates into the 
love, and attention of the 
hearers; fo TO, waSy, the 
more eager, and vehement 
. affe&ions will beft become the 
eonclufions." t( But (adds 
he from Luther) bene orafib, 
eft bene ftuduifle." Andthis 
indeed is the foul of all. 
Wilk.EccleftaJles. 

Give attendance to reading^ 
exhortation, and dottrine. Neg-, 
led not the gift that is in thee, 
meditate upon thefe things, gi<ve 
thyfelfnuholly to thtm.Take heed 
to thyfelf, and to thy doftrine* 
continue in them ; for in doing 
this, tboujhalt bothfave thy 
felf, and them that hear thee* 
Paul to Tim* 



THE END. 
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ABRAHAM, his character, 57. 
His covenant nothing to do with baptifm, 423. 
Abbot, Bp. read Greek to awake fleepers, 384. 
Abfolution, its influence in monkery, 46. 
Abfurdities, what gives them currency, 36. 

Some monftrous ones laid down by fome epifcopalian 

vines, 69. 

Abufe, oftopicks, examples of, 103, 104. 
.Every fyltem of religion fubject to, 411. 
Accents belong to grammarians : not to expositors; 20$ 
Accuracy of compofition, what, 249. 
Action, proper pulpit, 335. 

Violent, nofign of eminent zeal, 472. 
Activity, a property of divine love, 55, 
Actors, religious, who, 236. 
Adam, an aukward heretick in Tertullian's eye, 312. 
Adam, Melchior, his high encomium on Bucholtzer, 134, 
Adams, Dr. example from him, 23. 
Adam, how he paraphrafes Rom. iii. 25. 377. 
Addifon, his remark on the partiality of thofe, who judge of 
ftyle, 83. 

Reproves raillery in religion, 112. 
Additions, human, to divine ordinances, dangerous, 318.' 
Admiflion of members of churches, various methods of, 139. 
Affectation, univerfally difliked, 464. 

Hurts a preacher, 466. 
Affection, effential to a good preacher, 340. 
Affections, religious, what mould be done to excite, 148, 1491 

Wifely treated of by Edwards, 361. 
Age, a topick, or a principle of perfuafion, 103. 
Agency, free, how fome reconcile it with neceffity, 242. 
A goniftical games, frequently alluded to in fcripture, 123. 

Ayun^ofAui, what, 346. 

Agricola, the reputed parent of Antinomianifm, 260. 
Alexandria, who founded the church there, 160. 
Succeeded to the trade of Tyre, 49. 

Allegories, 
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Allegorifts, the fathers were great, 174. 

Modern do great injury to religion, 87; 
Allegories mould be governed by fcriptural explication, 142, 

: 143; - ; . -. -. , 

How thofe in the Old Teflament are 'quoted in the New, 

164. 
Alliance between, church and ftate, what it refembles, 202; 

Allocutions, various, 172. 

Alois, Abbot, his extravagant myfticifm, 52. 

Alvarez, his myfticifm, 52. 

Amalarius toolc the Pelagian fide in the controverfy concern- 

. ing grace, 153. 

Ambition, clerical, how it operates in fome communities, 27; 
Ames, Dr. how he pleaded the puritan caufe, 166. 
Amplification, where neceflary, 175. 
Amjterdam fucceeded to'the virtues and the trade of Antwerp, 

49' ... 
Ananias and Sapphira, their punimment no precedent, 251. 

Anarchy, whence, 352. 

Anaximenes, how he Hooped to obtain attention, 129, 

Andrews, fee Ely, vol. i. , 

Ann, Queen, how her clergy fettled her ecclefiaftical ac- 
counts, 72. . 
Her bounty to refugees, 209. . 

Anonymous orations 'bound up with the fathers, what proba 
bly, 170. ' ' 

Anfelm,' his bja.fphemy concerning the Virgin Mary, 267. 

Anfon, Lord, what fault fome divines find with the hiftory of 
his voyage, 338. ...-. 

Antanaclafis, an elegant' one in S. John, 27. 

Anthems, in publick worjhip t a fymbolizing with papifts, 307. 

Antinomians, who, 260. 
How Saurin reproves them, 358. 

Antithefis, beautiful one in A&s-, 238. 

Antwerp, fuceeeded Venice in trade, and trade virtues, 49. 

Apes, Bu'iiyan's, had long tails, 106. 

Apollinarians, who, 198. 

Apology, what, 276. 

Apoftles, the xii. had mean thoughts of a Mefliah at firft, 

237- : 

How they underftood their commiffion, 186. 
Whether they would be admired now, 222, &c. 
Why they did not make creeds and canons, 132. 
Why they did not cenfure infant fprinkiing, 132. 

Apolties, 
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Apoftles, thexii. how far their conduct is to be imitated; 250 
Apoftles, falfe, debafed chriftianity, 253. 

How the twelve treated them, 303. 
Apothegms, fhould not be ufed often in preaching, 482. 
Appello Ceefarem, the fpirit of that vile book, 322. 
Application, perfonal, fome hearers make it and unjuftly lay 

it on the preacher, 474. 
Appliation, the ufual clo/tng part ot a fermon, 30. 

Abufed by fome, and rejected by others, 327, &c. 

One common fault of, 8. 

Sometimes compofed of concomitants, 30. 
Application, continual, what, 325. 

Perfectly confiftent with the doctrine of decrees, 335. 

Properties of, 333, 364. 

The beft, 392. 

Approbation, effential to mental fin, 28o/&c. 
Aquinas, his definition of faith, 263. 

Defcription of fear, 40. 

Of avarice, 70. 
Of venial fin, 310. 

Taught Popifti preachers the Ciceronian method of ad- 

dreffing the Virgin Mary, 172. 
Archbifhops, when their titles were fettled, 37. 
Archives, papal, precarious grounds of action, 300. 
Ariftippus, to what he likened great readers, 381. 
Arifto, Titus, his character a model, 92. 
Ariftobulus murdered by Herod, and then lamented, 304. 
Ariftocracy, to what it tends, 352. 
Ariftophanes, his buffoonery fatal to Socrates, 112, 160. 
Ariftotle, how he defines matter, 263. 

Diltinguimes letter from fpirit of law, 143. 

Thought appearance of integrity effential to perfuafion, 

475- 
One of his laws of imagery cenfured, 342. 

Referred to, 270, 460, 461. 

Arithmetick, political, converted to a religious topick, 360. 
Arminians, how they expound S. Paul's epiftle to the Ro- 
mans, 295. 
Arminius,,hi account of the ufe of the moral law, 199. 

Cenfured after his death by James I. 199. 
Arnobius, a .reprover of pomp in religion 3 237. 
Articles of faith, human, contain the ideas of the compilers 
of them, not neceffarily thofe of infpired writers, 138. 
Subfcription to any, a fa tire on icripture, 78. 

Articles 
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Articles of the eftablilhed church, fome unintelligible, 243 i 

How defended by fome, 314. 

The title of them fpurious, 314, &c. 
Aflcewe, Ann, burnt by Cranmer, 210. 
Affembly of divines, mifreprefented and abufed, 99. 
Aflemblies, publick chriftian, mould be accommodated, 384. 
Affociations, fanciful ones make mirth, 78. 

Of irrelative ideas produce ridicule", 85. 
Aflumptions in reafoning, what, 149. 

Examples of dangerous ones, 147. 
Aflurance, falfe notion of, 375. 

Scripture doftrineof, fadly abufed, 169. 
Afteifmus, what, 113. 
Afterius, or Afturius, Bp of Amafia, his juft notion of merit, 

318. 

Aftrology, judicial, deftroyed by chriftianity, 247. 
Athanafian creed, antifcriptural, unintelligible and cruel, 

283,428. 

Atheifm, modern times faid to be inclined to, 337. 
Atheifts, who, in the account of fome divines, 42. 
Athenagoras, ufes the argument taken from univerfal con- 

fent, 407. 

Athens, the fcandalous idolatry and vice of, 1 1 1 . 
Atonement, proved by ChriiPs agony, 195. 
Attention, ihould not be acquired by fanciful methods, 129, 

How beft acquired, 464, &c. 
Atterbury, not preferred for his piety, 131. 

How he proves the genuinenefs of the title to the epifcopa! 

articles, 315. 

Attributes of God, Saurin's wife caution to thofe, who dift 
cufs them, 313. 

Fine topicks of application, 370* 
Audience, preachers mould try to obtain at firft, 459. 
Auditors, how they difcover a good fermon at their departure^, 

490,491. 

_ Audland, his reply to a flanderous perfecutor, 216. 
Auguftine, St. advifes preachers to begin early, 176. 

Recommends an imitation of the apoltles, 282. 

One of thefiril difputants about grace, 153. 

Not aperfecutor till foured by controverfy, 108. 

What makes his gloffesgo for arguments, 203. 

His fenfeof i Cor.ii. 14. 353. 
Auguftus, a faying of his applied to Peter, 482* 
Aufterities in religion, whence, 45. 

Authority, 
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Authority, church, cannot produce faith, 135. - 

Submiffion to it is no part of religion, 320. 

The ultima ratio of church-tyrants, 322. 
Authority, on what topicks divines may allow it, 360. 
Avarice, what, 67. 

Injurious to fociety, 76. 

Incompatible with chriftianity, 71. 

Its 'fatal influence on religion, 68. 
Ayerft, example from him, 23. 

B 
Bacchus, the infamous celebration of his feilival at A- 

thens, in. 
Backfliders, to what refembled by fcripture, 342. 

Contrail, a proper topick of addrefs to, 193. 
Bacon, Lord, on topicks, 270. 
Baius, Dr. or Michael De Bay, revived the controverfy about 

grace, 153. 

Baker, the nonjuror, fome account of him, 208. 
B ptifm, primitive, 4.22. 

Cannot be explained by circumcifion, 163. 

Original form of words, effential to the right adminiftra- 
tion of, 318. . . 

How Tertullian wrote about it, ioz, 

How to be reftored, if loft, 184. 

Praftifed by immerfion in the year ccclxxxvili, 92. 

Of infants, why not cenfured by the apoftles, 132. 
Baptifts, the ground of all their arguing for the immeriiort 
of adults, 423. 

Perfecuted by Cranmer, 21 1 

Abufed by Featly, 98. 

Mifreprefented by Neal, 8r. 
Barbon, his ranting defence of liturgies, 319. 
Barclay, his apology contains unanfwerable arguments for 

religious liberty, 55. 

Barker, the part he took in Salter's-hall fermons, 231. 
Barradius, how he mifapplies a fayingof Auguftus, 482. 
Barrow, Bp. directed prayer to be faid for his foul after 

death, 225. 

Bafil, what he thought of merit, 218. 
Baitvvick, his prayer, 42. 
Bates, Dr. ufed anecdotes fometimes in fermons, 272, &c. 

Far fuperior as a divine to fuch a man as Bp. Cofins, 



Baxter, Rev. Richard, a better divine than Bp. Laud, 131. 
VOL. II, 3 R Baxter* 
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Baxter, how he defines venial fin, 310, 

His faint's reft, an excellent book, 66. 

Referred tp, 134. 
Bayle,' his excellent remarks on reafon, and volition, 403. 

His apology for Shaftefbury, 113. . 

What he faid of Claude's defence of the reformation, 178, 
Beads, in religion, offspring of hypocrify, 52. 
Bears, how thofe in the hiftory of Elifha may be examined, 120; 
Beaufobre, how he pleads for toleration, 108. 

-His accoijnt of Saul's converfion, 109, &c. 

Exonerates minifters from the charge of avarice, 82. 

Example of mixed obfervations from him, 1 27. 
Bebelius, complains of abufe of the Latin tongue, 80. 
Becon, applies medical and mu/ical images to theology, igo, 
Bede, his account of Eafter-homilies, 135. 
Bel and the dragon, a filly fable, 455. 
Bellai, Bifhop of, what puzzled him in the Hate of preach- 

. ift g. 337-. 
Bellarmine, his marks of the true church, 75. 

Belfhazzar, fcripture does not fay he was damned, 71. 
Benedi&ion, a fine part of publick divine worfhip, 500. 
Benefices, how father Paul wrote concerning, 224. 
Bennet, Dr. ill fitted 'to confute popery, 293. 
Bentley, Dr. .what he faid of free-thinking, 15. 
Bernard, St. thought pomp injurious to religion, 237. 

What he thought of good works, 437. 
Bernardine, of Sienna, his blafphemqus addreffes to the viiv 

gin Mary, 266, 

Bertheau, example from him,' 258. 
Beveridge, Bp. his wild reafoning for the liturgy, 18. 

Example of difcuffing a ferm'on from him, 24. 
Beyerlinck, his defcription of hope, 64. 

Of fear, 40. 
Beza difliked kneeling at the facrament, 77. 

On 'Rom. viii. 31. 
Bible, prefent Engliih, ill divided, 378. 

Court influence ufed in tranflating it, 101. 
Bielfeld, Baron, what he fays, are the properties of a gopd 

iyilem of religion, '396. 

Bigots, mercenary, contemptible animals, 72. 
Bigotry, the national fin of the Jews, 187. 
Birkenhead, Sir John, a hiftorical fharper, 99. 
Biihops, Englifh, the incongruity of the form, of their ordi- 

jiation, with their practice, 141. 
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Bifhops, the pliablenefs of CU Ann's, 210. 
BifTe, how he pleads for epifcopacy, 17. 
Blackwall, his encomiums on the ftyle of the apoftles com- 
miffiton, 186. . 

Cenfures the prefent divifion of the. bible, 379. 
Blair, Rev. Robert, his method of preaching, , 364. 
Blandford, Bp. prayed for the dead, 225. . 
Bpa&ws, in the Grecian games, who, 39. , 
Bradbury, had an excellent talen,r for irony, 1131 
Bradford, Bp. example from him, 29. 
Bribes, prevalent arguments with bad men, 81. . 

Benefices are, often church, 224. 
Britain, proteitant fucceffion to the crown of, favourable to 

primitive religion in Whifton's account, 66. 
Brochmand, his account of Chrift's kingly office> 4. 
Brown, how he anfwered Shafte.{bury, 112. 
Bona, Cardinal, a profound myftick, 44. 52. 264. 

Makes divine love the principle of all fciences, 58. 
Bonner, Bp. what he faid of the reformers retaining popiih 
ceremonies, 125. .. 

Borromeo, Qardinal,- his excellent rules of preaching, 168, , 

A fine contraft of his, 197. . 

Example of figurative difcuflion from him, 189. 
BofTuet, Bp. his extravagant flattery, 462, &c. 

Referred, to, r 26. 

Boilon, how he confiders the moral ilate of man, 114.. 
Bougy, Marquis de, did not think fo highly -of- the Englifh 
epifcopal church as fome did, 21.2. . , 

Bourdaloue, his reflexions p.n venial fin, 3 1 1 . 
Eoxhornius, his arguments for indefeifible right, 97," 
Bozius. makes out 100 marks of the true church, 75. / 

Buddeus, whence he thought myfticifm came, 265. 
Bucholtzer hated difp.utes in religion, 134. 

His method of introducing application, 326. 

Thought a good preacher might,. be known by his con* 

clufion, 489. Y .,' . 

Bugg, . not carefled for his abilities or piety, 131. 
Buiiyan, his ufual method of preaching, 364. 

Not flighted for his want of abilities or piety, 131; 

His indictment, 228. ' 

Eurgh, Efq.-hisjuftcenfure.qf.hiftoricalaffumption, 148. 
Burnet, Bp. fets very light by artifical eloquence in the pul-r 
pit, 502. . . . 

3 R 2 Burnet, 
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Burnet, Bp. his directions for applying doftrine, 333, 

For conclulions of fermons, 490. 
1 When his pajioral care, was firft published, 457. ; , ' 
His account of Harry VIII. injunction to his .bifhops con- 

earning preaching, loi. : 
Proves the, title of the articles a forgery, 3 1 5 . 
Says the cafe of loft ordinances was debated by the re. 

formers, 184. 

His contempt of James I. 200. 
Example of difcuffion from him, 26. 
Bufinefs and piety not at variance, 344. 
Bufy-bodies, pelts of chriftian focieties, 363. 
Butler, Bp. his character by Dryden, 271. 

An incomparable writer on the nature of evidence, 147* 
Butler, Sum. proved nothing by Hudibrafs, 113.^ 
Buxtorf on Pfal. xviii. 2. 31. 
Zeph, ii. i. 328. 



. 
Csefar, referred to, 251. : 

. Caefariu'Si gftards from prefumption and defpair, 359; 
Calamy, Dr. wrote well on the'trinity, 13. 
Ufed no exordiums in fome of his fermons, 458. 
Too compl'aifant, 180. 
Calendar, Shepherd's, cenfures dominion over confcience, 

38. . 

Caligula, his intentional wickedhefs, 281. 
Calovius, on Pfal. li. 4. .'366. : 

Calvin abufed; when fet up for a mafter, 106. 

Quoted, 47, 48. 237. 377. 433. 
Calvinifni, preferable to other fyitems in regard to the un- 

pardonable fin, 391. 
Calvinift divines, how they confider fpeculative wicked- 

nefs, 280. 

Cameron, example from him, 261, &e. 
Canada, favages of, believed a future ftate, 406. 
Candidates for orders in the ep'ifcopal church, obliged, to 

profefs themfelves moved by the Holy Grhoft, 141. 
Canons,- church, a fatire on a -p'erfeft code of religious law, 

7?'- . -.--. 

Canoriifts,, explain away their own definitions, 202. 

Cant words, 90. 

Canterbury, .fome account of the French church there, 212* 

Caracalla* 
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Caracalla, .like the old Pharifees in venerating the dead, 



. 
Carolina, French refugees had fome defign of fleeing. 

thither, 212. 

Carthage, a Tyrian colony, 49. 
Cartwright, a greater divine than Whitgift, 131.. 

How he was forced to plead the caufe of religious liberty, 

203. 
Cafaubon, Merie, his injudicious way of accrediting fcrip- 

ture, 140. 

Cafe, various ways of itating a, izi. 
Caflander, propofed a re-union of papifts and proteftants on 

wrong grounds, 225. 

Caffian, the father of Semipelagians, 153. . : 

Cafuiils, what Saurih thought of complaifant, 357. 
Cafuiftry, what.neceffary to it, 126. 143. 
Catechifm, epifcopal, abftrufe on the iacrament, 7. 
Catechumen, ftate, the revival of it defirable, 139. 
Cenfures alone only alarm, they do not convert, 364* 
Ceremonies, human, in religion, whence, 52. 

No church has power to decree, 262. 

It is impolitic!? to retain papal, 125. 
Chaldeans, their national character, 57. 
Chandler, Dr. his fevere cenfure of popery, 185, 

His part in Saltef's-hall fermons, 231. 
Chapels, royal, and collegiate, what fort of preaching pro* 
per in, 175. - . 

Private, what allocutions proper in, 172. 
Chaplets, the fruits of hypocrify, 52. 
Chapter and verfe, when to quote, 379. 
Characters, topicks of illuftration, 29. 57. 232. 
e How beft defcribed, 82. 

A great aflbrtment in fcripture, 177. 

Difference between real and fictitious, 235, 236. 
Charnock, why he calk fin deicide, 282. 
Charie'ntifmus, what, 113. 

Charles V. Emperor, ordered the interim to contain the reli- 
ligion of his empire as long as it fuited him to have ie 
fo, 260. 
Charles I. court-divinity in the time of, 42. 

A patron of church-tyrants, 322. 
. His illogical declarations, 84. 

Mifreprefents the puritants, 78. 
Charlevok, Father, his account of the Canadians, 406. 

Charondas, 
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Charondas, why he attributed his laws to a defty. 

Chaftifement quickens religious love, 47. 

Chinefe, their ignorance of chriftianity, no argument againft 

pcfitive proof of the truth of it, 412. 
How the catholicks accommodated chriftianity to the old 

religion of the, 306. 

CHRIST, a real, and inimitable character, 235. 
Chriftianity, how formed by Jefus Chrift, ^30. 

Incomparable in point of holinefs, 276. 279. 
Its iuperiority over philosophy, 24.7. 

Reprobates paffive obedience and non-refiftance in matters 
of religion, 136. . " ., 

The apoftles commiflion elucidates, 186. 

When effentiaUy corrupted, 252. . 

What Whifton thought revivals of, 66. 
Chriflians, primitive, neceffarily non-conformiits, 178. 

Taken- for a feft of Jews, 187. 

Why they built no temples, 237. 

Many judged for them felves in ccclxxxiii, 02. 
Chriitiancraft, what, 236. , 

Chronology, a neceffary branch of pulpit knowledge, but 

not popular, 13. 

Chryfoftom, angry with one, who did not own facerdotal au-; 
thority-, 37. 

Whom he thought the Herodians, 256. 

- J)efcribes .the debafing of tkegofpel, 253. 

On John v. 14. 203, 

On Als i. , 145. ' ... 

On Romans viii. 169. . 

On 2 Cor. i. 24. 291. . - 

Referred to, 465. 
Church, primitive chriftian, how it admitted members, 

139- 

Greek, .when it adopted tranfubftantiation, 6. 
Roman, ordains ceremonies on a falfe principle, 163. 
True, not known by profperity, 178. 
Epifcopal, afts on papal principles, 307. 

On what. Stillingfleet placed its rites, 130. 

How Trapp pleaded for it, 229. 

Gained by the revolution, 72. 

Whether it be a tolerant conftitution, 202. 211, 212. 

Has changed its do&rine and temper : but not its creeds, 
canons, and tefts, 131. 

Whether it be a wealthy corporation, 6s , 

Church, 
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Church, epifcopal, what it requires of candidates, 141. 
Its jealoufy to prcferve its name, 101. 
On what diffent from it is grounded, 291. 
Church-government, how defended by fome, 160. 
Hiftory, mnft be cautioufly examined, 210. 
Power, an unmeaning phrafe, 262. 
Cicero condemns obfctirity, 470. 
Afcribes pagan idolatry to popular enthufiafm for liber- 
ty* s l - 

His account of the abufe of philofophy, 41 1. 

Diftingui/hes letter of Jaw from fpirit, 143. 

How he underfiood Efyoi 1 , II. 
: Defcrihes Anthony's vomiting in court, 343. 

Examples from him, 24. 28. 117. 120. 460. 470. 486. 

His oration for Archias cenfured, 469. 

Referred to, 270. 
Circumcifion, impertinently urged in difputing about bap- 

tifni, 423, 
Circumftances, determine the nature of actions, 114 485, 

Often afford evidence, 130, 243. 

Vary cafes of confcience, 126. 

Innocent, may be hurtful, 152. 332, 
Clarendon, Lord, his hiftpry neceflarily partial, 41, 

Mifreprefents the puritans, 78. 

What thought the fin again ft the Holy Ghoft, 41. 
Clarke, Dr. Samuel, his excellent defcription of moral ob- 
ligation, 404. 

Clarke, Rev. Mr. Samuel, his lives contain many improba- 
bilities, n 8. 
CiAyoE, his advice to a great reader, 381. 

His difpute with Dr. Nicolle on tranfubftantiation, 6. 

His reafons for liberty of confcience, 3 1 7. 

His defence of the reformation, a golden book, 178, 

His wife method of application, 340. 

Exceedingly averfe to EnglHh imoJerance, 212. 
Clearnefs of ideas, how obtained, 15. 
Clement of Rome, his zeal for ^olinefs, 278. , 

Referred to, 89. ' ' 

Clement of Alexandria., when he fays Gnollicks arofe, 301. 

His advice to allegorisers, 80. . 
Clement XI. Pope, accommodated Chrifl to Confucius, 

306. 

Cleornbrotus, how he abufe4 the pagan doctrine of immor- 
tality, 4Ju 

Clerc, 
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Clerc, Le. See Le Clerc. 

Clergy, no countenance as a diiUnft order from fcripture, 

292. 

Not fairly taxed with avarice as a body, 82. 
When, and why they affumed titles, 37. 
Romifff, not all bad, 82. 54. 53, 
Their fervile ftate, 63. 
Slaves to intereft, 224. 

French, whai; they do, when hard driven, 221. 
Englifb epifcopal, not by divine right, 293. 
How they flattered James I. 200. 
How they preached in the time of Charles I. 42. 
How variable from the refloration to the death of Queen 

Ann, 8 1. 

What Bunyan thought of them, jo6. 
Some gar nifh them felves with Hate feathers, 211, 
And yet complain of contempt, 17. 
Cocceius, hisfenfeof Zeph. ii. i. 329. 
Coercion, none in religion among the di/Tenters, 62. 
Collefr, the laft prayer mould be a recapitulatory, 337. 
Command, divine, eil'ential to a pofitive iniUtute, 131. 
Commiffion, chriftian miniiter's, 186. 
Common places, what, 24. 

Muft not be ufed promifcuoufly, 1 17. 
Common place preaching, mere, ridiculous, 14. 
Company, trading, proper fubje&s for fermons to a, 375. , 
Compari'fon, a beautiful topick, 174. 265. 
Caution in the ufe of, neceffary, 177. 
Compenfation, what, 288, 

Complaining, too much cheri/hed by fome preaching, 300. 
Complaint, a curious one prefented by the French prelates 

to their patron, 221. 
Complaifance, when a crime, 37. 55. 

A publick nuifance in matters of conference, 357. 
Compliments, produce ill efFefts in religion, 179. 
Olfenfive in a place of worfhip, 122. 
Deteftable in preaching, 173. 462. 
,Compofition, in theology, what, 290. 
Of a fermon requires tafte, 21. 

The chief art lies in a conformity to circumftances, 485. 
Compofers ,of fermons, fome would go mad to hear them de- 
livered, 334. 
Compound words, 90. 
Compreheniion, in Englilh church hiftory, what, 400. 

Concealment, 
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Concealment, rhetorical artifice, 327. 

Conceits, a favourite topick with fome preachers, 322, &c 

Conclufion, what, 489. 

Loves contrail, 197. 

Violent, tender, elevated, &c. 491, &c. &c. 
Concomitants, what, and of various ufes of, 30, &c 
Condition, a vague word, 266. 

Offalvation, an innocent phrafe with fome, 437. 
Coneybeare, his propofitional points, 399. 

His proper reply to Hobbes's noftrums, 403. 
Conference-meetings, may be very ufeful, 246. 
Confucius, Chrift made to conform to him, 306, 
Confutations, how properly introduced, 155. 
Connection, natural to us, and pleating in all addreffes to 

us, 476. 
Connections, worldly, neceflary mud be diftinguimed from 

arbitrary, 345. , 
Confcience, publick, an abfurdity, 68. 

Doubtful, cant, as applied to diffenters,. 69. 

Of a good man unpliable, 55. 

Complaifance plays the cheat with, 37. 

Dominion over, a violation of the gofpel, 38. 

Subject to no authority but that of God, 317. 

Liberty of, England always allowed it to refugees, even 
while it was denied to natives, 209. 

Addreffing, a fingular talent in fome preachers, 126. 
Confent, univerfal, what, 405, 
Conferences, a topick, 146. 

Conftantine, his reign fatal to true religion, 37, 82; 237; 
Confubftantiation, 7. 
Contemplation, higheft degree of moral excellence with fome, 

280. 
Contradictions, feeming, of fcripture, how reconciled, 129,,, 

162, 182. 

Contraft, a fine topick, 193. 196.369. 
Contrpverfy, what, and how belt managed, 215. 244, 

Church, how fadly intereft affects it, 68. 

How it might be rendered a privilege, 152. 

Popim, what neceflary to be ftudiedin it, 125. 
Converfion, ordinary fhould be diftinguimed from extraordt* 
nary, 357. 

Treated very injudicioufly by fome, 375. 
Converts, new, to what prone, 344. 
Corinth, why the Romans facked it, 126, 

.II, 3 5 Cornelius? 
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Cornelius, Bp of Rome, a plain brother, 36. 
Corruption of chriftianity, when fundamental, 252. 

Various, whence, 297. 

Cotelerius, the proper ufehe makes of an apothegm, 146. 
Coughing, a great difturbance in publick worlhip, 459. 
Country, a topick, 103. 
Q.Q\\rt-di<vinity, what in James I. time, 159. 
What in the reign of Charles I. 41. 
Sermons, church-gazettes, 159. 

Chaplains, Saurin thought the French publick pelts, 115; 
Coverdale, far fuperior to Cox, 131. 
Cranmer, tolerant to foreigners, 209. 
Bloody at home, 210. 
Flattered by foreign pensioners, 21 it 
His piety no argument for the truth of his do&rine, 314* 
Crantz, his hiftory of Greenland referred to, 406. 
Craftiaw, ridicules papal holinefs, 75. 
Creduloufnefs a great blemiih in a minifter, 119. 
Creeds, do not preferve doftrines, 131. 
Wrong rules of interpretation, 138. 
Chriftian s n eed none, 132. 

Crellius, reafons a great point from a Greek article, 172. 
Cretians, their national chara&er, 57. 
Crifp, Dr. not a practical Antinomian, 260. 
Criticks, verbal, poor expofitors, 295. 
Crofby, complains of Neal's partiality, 8 1 . 
Relates what the old baptifts thought of reviving a loft or- 
dinance, 184. ( 
Crofs, where the fathers found it, 173. 

Sign of, in chriflening, where the chief evil lies, 285. 
Crowley, ufed trade-images in religion, 190. 
Curioficy, dangerous on fomefubjefts, 156. 
Cyprian, his fraternal epiftolary ftyle, 36. 
How he expounds Deut.xxxiii. 17. 173. 

D 

N Damafus,,Pope, extravagantly complimented by Jerom, 3.7. 
Daniel, Prophet, s. difienter in Babylon, 178. * 

Weeks of, not a popular fubjeft, 13. 
Data, fliould be fettled previoufly by difputants, 2471 
Philofophical, proper grounds of reafoning, 92, &c. 

And of fermons, 12. 

'Deacons, primitive, their character, 57. 
Death, a fine applicatory topick, 348. 
A favourite one with (bme preachers, 347. 

Deception, 
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Deception, eflefltial to the dominion of vice, 343. 
Declaimers, mere, poor tools in the pulpit, 20. 
Declamation, ftyle of, no fafe ground of faft, 176. 
Decrees, two ways of itudying, 156. 

How Saurin preached, 133. 

Calviniftical doctrine of, rational, 155. 

And confident with moral fuafion, 335. 
Dedication of the temple at Tyre, Eufebius's fermon at the, 

2 37- 
Dedication of books, the falhion of, in Q^ Elizabeth's days, 

211. 

A fingular one by James I. 200. 
Of the Englifh bible, a courtly effay, 101. 
Defective phrafes, examples of, 378. 
Defence ofchriftianity, the beft, 231. 
Definition, a topick, 260, &c. 

Of terms eflentialto aminifter, 151. 
Degree, a topick, 249, 

Degrees, academical, why cenfured by the reformers, 37, 38. 
Deicide, what, 282. 
Deifts, enthufiafts, 118. 
Delaune, his fine plea, unanfwerable, 63. 
Delicacy, finical, to be avoided in the pulpit, 341. 
Delivery, of a fermon, fliouldbe adapted to the fubjeft, 334. 
Dell, why he cenfured titles and degrees, 38. 
Del, Rio, his ingenious turn. on Eccl. vi. 3. 81. 
Demetrius, intereft made him a bully for Diana, 75. 
Democracy, to what it tends, 352. 
Democrates fometimes ufed coarfe imagery, 343. 
Demonax, what he faid to a young declaimer, 176. 
Demofthenes, an expreflion of S. Paul's contrailed with, an 

admired one of his, 83. 
Sometimes ufed coarfe colouring, 343. 

Depravity, human, very great, 419. 

Defcriptions, good ones affeft, 364. 

Defign, of a writer, muft be ftudied, 132, &c. 

Dejlgn ofChrtftianity, fome account of that book, 104: 

Deipair, how precluded, 364. 389. 

Defpauterius on epithets, 100. 

Defpotifm, the corruption of monarchy, 352. 

Detracters, how they ought to be treated, 151. 

Diana, Chrift's church is not fupported as her corporation 
was, 75. 

Diafyrmus, what, 1 13. 

Dictionaries, precarious helps, 149. 

382 Differences, 
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Differences, of fubjefts, muft be remarked, 175. 

Of opinion, may be innocent, and ihouldbe tolerated, 185. 
Dignity, human, phyfical, 419. ; 

Diogenes, what he did to obtain audience, 128. 
Diotrephes, a church-tyrant, 197. 

Modern, execrable, 160, &c. 
Dionyfms, Monk, how he defines myfticifm, 264. 
Difcipline, church, occafion regulates it, 183. 

Should be very cautious and tender, 308. 
Difcontent, an argument for immortality, 351. , 

Difcretional power, how far allowable, 183. 
Difintereftednefs, effential to religion, 73. 

The beft qualification in aftudent of divinity, 255. 
Difpofition of fubject, various methods of, 5. 
Difpute, what, 245. 

Why fome hate it, 245, &c. 
Difputants, why fome never fucceed, 259. 

Often do damage, 227. 

Diflent, from eftablifhments, when neceffary, 136. 
Diflenters, ancient, 178. 

Englifh proteilant, two forts, 230. 

Their prefent ftate in regard to religious liberty, 62. 

Need not have a lord brother, unlefs they will, 161. 
DiJ/snters Sayings, of what fuch books are compofed, 84. 
Diitinction, a topick, 258. 
Divine right, an obfolete plea, 42. 101. 293. 
Divinity, hurt by pretendedly learned definitions, 263. 
Divines, Greek and Roman not all reprobates, 218. 

Foreign, fome are penfioned by England, and not un- 
grateful to their benefactors, 209. 211. 

Epifcopal, what forry arguments fome of them ufe to fup- 
pon their hierarchy, 314. 

Old, many of their words andphrafes now obfolete, 32, 

Of what fome complain, 1 54. 

What fort of preaching they loved, 271, &c. 

Not very clear in the do&rine of law, 162. 

Some do too much honour to pagan writers, 140. 

Mercenary, what monftrous pofitions they lay down, 6,8. 

Fraudulent, how they ftate objections, 229. 

Why various forts affect candour and execrate controverfy, 
244. 

Why fome moderate ones ftate obfcure points, 227. 

Some run mad with a fpirit of panegyrizing, 210. 

Why they ufe imagery, 190. 

Mere doctrinal, not very confident, 328, 

Doctrines^ 
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D-o&rines, what taught in the Jewijh church, 162. 

QfChriJi, fublime becaufe all fafts, all true, all practical, 

and all admit of popular proof, 233. 279. 228. 
Of grace may be mifunderftood, 410. 
Of popery, encourage pride, and other vices, 298: 
Doddridge, Dr. how a zealot mifunderftood him, 150. 
Dodwell, a learned man: but a wretched divine., 321. 
Domeftick principles neceflar-y to a tniniiter, 141. 
Dominicans, took S. Augultine's fide in the controverfy 

concerning grace, 153. 
Dornavius, the proper ufc of his Sapientiajoco feria, 99, ioa. 

207. 
Dort, fynod of, did no good in their attempts to fettle contro- 

verfies, 153. 

Doubts, mould not be cherifhed by preachers, 300. 
Concerning the hierarchy, diffenters have none, 69. 
Very dangerous to it in the account of Harry VIII. 101. 
Downame, Bp. referred to, 268. 
Draco, why he attributed his laws to a deity, 63. 
Drawling, intolerable in a preacher, 335. 
Dreams, time important to, n8. 
Drefs, of a preacher, Ihould incline to negligence, efpecially 

in fome periods, 334. 
Drunkennefs, applauded, 99. 
At Athens univerfal, in. 
Druids, imperious tyrants, and the model of modern priefis^ 

251. . 

Dryden, his ufe of the word mercy, 151. 
His fine character of Bp Butler, 271. 

E 

Eafe, in the pulpit, what, 16. 

How acquired, 175. 
Eafter, a human invention, 284. 

No fuch word in S. Luke, 10. 
Eber, Paul, improved fynergifm, 154. 
Ecclefialtes, not competed by modern rules, 137. 
Ecclefiaftical words, K. James's care of them, 101, 
Edgar, King, a curious form of confeflion in his time, 373. 
Edification, pleaded with an ill grace for the liturgy, 18. 
Edward VI. England tolerated refugees in his time, 209. 

His name and authority proftituted by priefts, 314. 
Edwards, Rev. Jonath. his ufual method of preaching, 364. 

What he thought of great talkers of religion, 361. 

Edwards, 
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Edwards, wrote well on religious afFecTions, 361, 

Example of juft inference from him, 149. 
Egan, his renunciation of popery, 46, 
EXsyHo?, what, 220. 

Elements of Criticifm, judicious remarks of the author of, on 
- various fubje&s, 19. 35. 463. 464. 469. 470. 476,, 

487. 
Eleufis, the abominable myftenes of, in. 

E.limelech, neceffarily adiflenterin Moab, 178. 

EHma, the cafe of his killing forty-two children Hated, 1 20. 

Elizabeth, Q^ Whitgifc argued from her godlinefs to her 

fubje&s fervility, 203, 
. Tolerated refugees, 209. 

And was flattered by them, and by her epifcopalian na- 
tives, 211* 

Elliot, his ufual method of preaching to the Indians, 364, 
Elo.cution, a fe\v hints concerning, 479. 
Eloquence, natural, belongs to the pulpit, 250,* 

Affe&ion effential to it, 340. 

Various in various places, 175. 

What does full as well in fome places, 

Artificial, excluded the chriitian pulpit, 250^ 
Elymas, characterized, 57. 

His punimment no precedent for perfecution, 108. 251. 
Emotions, what, 30. 

How excited, 33. 340. 491, &c. 

Cannot beafted, 466. 
.jEmphafis, Le Clerc's neceffary caution concerning, 43. 

Fondefsfor, greatly mifleads, 173, 174. 
Emulation, fometimes mifleads, 2. 
End, atopkk, 158. 

England, wifely joins trade and toleration, 210, 
Enthufiafm, what, 472. 
Enthufiafts in all parties, 118. 

Cannot excel in exordiums, 471. 
Epiphanius referred to, 198. 
Epifcopacy, the divine right of, an old. fable, 101. 

Some hirelings fay, it is more neceffary than morality, 

3 21 ' 
With how ill a grace it ridicules puritanical gloorninefs,, 

77- 

Should not be flattered by non-conformifts, 179, &c. 
Epiltlesof Paul, what expofitors of them mould attend to,, 
124. 165. 294. 

Epithets, 
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Epithets, ufe and abufe of, 100. 

Wftat neeeftary to the difcuffion of, 170. 
Erafmus, his jocular preference of folly, 207; 
His account of topicks, 102, &c. 
His direftions concerning place, 122. 

How he expounds fpeating to the heart, 126. 
His fenfe of Luke xiii. 24. 346. 
How fcurriloufly he treated Lee, 166. 
Efi'ov, what, ii. 

Erotefis, a beautiful example of in Matthew, 83. 
Errors, old, mould not be refuted in preaching, ng. irr. 

Cannot be fuppreffed by penalties, 251. ' 

Efcobar, his loofe morality, 279. 
EiTenes, who, 93. 

Eunomians baptized by fingle immerfion, 92. 
Eufebius, how he ranted at the dedication of a chriflian tem- 
ple, 237. 

Eutychius, his old noftrums no arguments, 160. 
Evidence, a topick, 243. 

Various degrees of, 247. "* 

Probable and demonftrative,. 147. 
Examination, a powerful topick of application, 229. 
Excommunication, a brief hiftory of it, 251. 

Why the Pope inflicted it on Q^ Elizabeth, 209. 
Exerdfe, frequent, neceffary to a young preacher, 176. 
Exordium, what, 452, &c. 
Experience, improves tafte, 487, 

Religious, eflcntial to a preacher, 125. 

Miniller mould ufe cautionin preaching his own, 316. 

The fame in all ages, 163. 

Whence the cultom of fpeaking one at admiffion to church- 

fellowmip, 139, 
Explication, absolutely necefFary to fome obfervations, 8, Sec. 

And obfervation mixed, 4, &c. 
Expofitors, fome are great triflers, 171, &c. 165, &c. 
Extacy, religion does not confiit in, 44. 

None in a good exordium. See Exordium 
Exekicl, happy at defcription, 48. 342. 

F - 
Facility of fpeech, how to obtain, 393. 

Factory, proper fubje'ds for fermons to a, 375. 
Fads, the only fafe grounds of inference, 148. 
The fureft grounds of .preaching, 424, &c. 

Pafts, 
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Facts, the dating of, a fine mode of preaching, 364. 

Mud not be fated rhetorically, may be illujlrated fo, 
228, &c. 

Should be differently difcufled, 199. 
Fairs, proper fermons at, 375. 
Faith, cannot be produced by power, 135. 

Dominion over it inadmiffible, 291. 

Falfe, what, 375. 
Familiarity, what, 16. 

Familiarized, fubjefts may be, till they have no force, 347. 
Family, a topick, 103. 
Family-reading, how belt conduced, 381. 
Far-fetched articles, abfurd, 17.. 97. 
Fails, regular church, wrongly deduced from Judaifm, 163, 
Faft-day-fermons, view a proper rule of composing, 158. 
Fathers, the firft, bent all their attention to propagate noli- 

nefs, 278. 

Did not perfecute, 108. 
Confidered martyrdom as a reward, 124* 

Some were great allegorizers, 87. 
All loved the marvellous, 173. 

Ufed falutation in the pulpit, 465. 

How fome fpurious cafes came to be afcribedto them, 170, 
Fear, what, 40. 

A concomitant of love, 39. 

Servile generates fuperftition, 49. 
How guarded againft, 388. 

A vague term, 390. 

Featly, Dr. a persecuting calumniator, 98. 
Feelings, religious, what, 385. 
Felicity, eternal, a grand object, 65. 
Fenelon, in what he places the eflence of religion, 54. 

His fine foliloquy on the brutality of impiety, 436. 

His maxtms of faints, 26$. 

Cenfures vague noify preachers, 392. 

Reproves too nattily an image of Horace, 342* 
. Hot always cool in his exordiums, 47 1 . 
His fine irregularity of conclufion, 500. 

Example from him, 330. 

Feilivals, church, why they cannot be reafoned from Judaifm, 
163, 

Papal, whence, 52. 

All, human inventions, 285. 
Feuardenuus on i Pet, ii. 9. 287, 

Figures, 
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Figures rhetorical, compofition by, 189, 124. 
Filiutius, his loofe morality, 279. 

Fiflier, Bp. the title of his funeral fermon for Lady Mar- 
garet, 208. 

Flattery odious in a pulpit, 462. 
Flavel, what he thought of great talkers, 361, 
Flechier, on the religion of the heart, 54. 

Begins fometimes warm, 471. 

Examples from him, 98. 181. 338. 
Fleming, his natural images, 190. 

Florus took S. Auguftine's fide in the difpute of grace, 153* 
Foote, his Minor, a fenfelefs piece of buffoonery, 154. 
Forbes, Bp. held purgatory, 225. 
Forcing texts, what, 16, &c. 
Foreign proteftants, what value we ought to fet on their 

praife, 209. 212, &c. 
Forefight muft not be confounded with a fpirit of prophecy, 

35 2 < 
Foulks, her intolerant zeal for toleration, 159. 

Fowler, his ill treatment of Bunyan, 104, &c. 
Fox, John, his merit greater than that of Cranmer, 131. 
How he expofed the pride of popery, 298. 
Relates fome miraculous events, 118. 
Francifcans, a ftupid blafphemous church fa&ion, 45. 
Franck, Profeftbr, his ufual method of preaching, 364. 
Fraternities, papal, examples of avarice, 82. 
Free- thinking, neceiTary to a preacher, 15. 

And to his hearers, 188. 
Freedom of fpeech neceffary to a preacher, 16, 
Friars, raife fyftems on fubtilties and fophifms, 45. 
Funeral fermons, how properly compofed fometimes, 158; 

Very apt to degenerate, 463. 
Funigeri, why the Francifcans call themfelves, 45. 
Furedere, his tale of a bad preacher, 334. 

G. 

Galatians, the defign of the epiftle to the, 164. 
Gale, Dr. John, on what grounds ^he argues for baptifm^ 

and church- fellowlhip, 186. 
Gauden, Dr. his Steliteutick, 95. 
Gauzza, his jocular praife of flattery, 207. 
Gender, is grammar in Greek, and rhetorick in English,. 

386. 

Generofity, the genuine fpirit of chrilUanity, 71, &c. 
Genus, a topick, 22. 
VOL, II. 3 T Gerfon, 
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Gerfon, how he defines myllicifm, 264. 

Makes fifty properties of love, 58. 
Gefture, pulpit, 16. 

What leads co unnatural, 383. 
Gibbon, what fome think of his decline of the Roman empire^ 

148. 

Gibbons, Dr. examples from him, 149. 
Gifts, extraordinary occafional benefits, 183. 118. 
Gilbert, Abbot, how he illuftrates Rev. iii. 15. 194. 
Gill, Dr. his wife advice concerning univerfal knowledge, 
360. 

His fenfe of Mat. v. 20. 275. 

Referred to, 259. 

Abufed by a zealot, 150. 

Gillies, his excellent fucce/s of the go/pel, referred to, 3644 
Gilpin, his ufual method of preaching, 364. 
Glanvil, his rules of preaching, 335. 393, &c. 
Glaffius, Solomon, cenfures thofe, who warp fcripture, 

296, 
Gloria patri, &c. not very confidently ufed by diffenters, 

307-' 

'Gnofticks, who, 301. 198. 
Godefchalcus, what fide he took in the difpute concerning 

grace, 153. 

Gomar, his violence againft Arminius, 153. 
Good, and bad, a topick, 205, 

The produ&ion of the greateft focial, a noble rule of ac- 
tion, 1 88. 

Goodnefs, divine, fliould not be preached alone, 364. 
Goodwin, Dr. diftinguiihes mercy from love, 150. 
How he confiders mental immorality, 280. 
Innocently occafions a falfe inference, 152. 
Complains of mifreprefentation, 154. 
Goflavius pleaded a doctrine on a Greek article, 172. 
Gofpel, not made for a regal tool, 42. 
Forbids dominion over confcience, 38. 
Degraded by perfecutors, 108. 
To be preached to unconverted fmners, 186.' 
Government, civil, the beft, 352. 
Takes cognizance of only overt acts, 139. 
What high church-men fay of its origin, 42. 
Church, drawn from wrong principles, 160. 

Cannot be argued from the Old Teftament, 164. 
Ought to be analogous to civil government, 138, &c; 

Govvnsj 
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Gowns, clerical, the wearing of them by diflenters is a need- 

lefs fymbolizing with impofing conformifts, 307. 
Grace, the beft notion of any one chriltian, 300. 390. 
Doftrine of, a brief fketch of the dilpute concerning, 

152, &c. 

Should not be mixed with that of works, 267. 
Not inconfillent with moral fuafion, 327, &c. 335, &c. 
Graces, whence the fexes of the, 386. 
Graduates, have no right to monopolize divinity and the 

pulpit, 38. 
rpa^//, what, 143. 

Grammarians fometimes force fcripture, 138. 
Gracian, by whom perfuaded to perfecute, 302; 
Greenlanders believed a future ftate, 406. 
Gregory of Nazianzum, how he argued againft the domi- 
neering party, 178. 
On the converted thief, 259. 
Gregory, Pope, his extravagant flattery of the French 

kings, 463. . 

Grey, Dr. Zachary, a bitter enemy to the Puritans, 225. 
Grindall, Archbifhop, hard driven to defend ceremonies, 77; 
Grotius, William, his fine character of Arifto, 93. 
Grotius, Hugh, a promoter of re-union between papifts and 

proteftants, 225. 

His opinion of Elijah's vifion, 386. 
Thought the gofpel a new law, 258. 
How he underftood 2 Theff. iii. 5. 30. 
Mat. xvi 22. 213; 
Zeph.ii. i. 329. 
Ecclef. iv. 8. 67. 
Mark i. 24. 59. 
Ground, a topick, 198. 
Grove, Dr. his plagiarifm, ' 79. 
Quaker, a penfioned panegyriit, 209. 211, 

H. 
Habbakuk, carried by the hair of his head into Babylon, 

455- 
Habit of thinking, Chrift meant to form in his followers a, 

142. 
Habits, church, vainly argued from Jewifli polity, 163, 

Erafmus ridicules that of 8. Francis, 46. 
Hagemeier, his injudicious arrangement of truths, 225. 
Hakfpan, his fenatorial ftyle, 171. 
iiis rule of reafoning, 172. 

3X3 Hakfpan, 
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Hakfpan, an enthufiaft to points, and grammaticifms, 205. 
Hale, his ufe of apothegms, 483. 
Hall, Geo, example of apothegm from him, 483, 
Hammond, Di\ on Rom. viii. 19, 61. 
Pfal. cxxiii. 3. 24. 
Hampton-court conference fpread into foreign countries by 

the prelates, 166, &c. 
Hand of God, what, 25. 
Harmony offtyle, 477, 478. 
Harris, Dr. his part in Salter's-hall fermons, 23 1 . 

Example from him, 232. 

His juft notion of John vi. 7. 
Harry VIII. by what rule he made his bimops preach, 101. 

And they made his godlinefs an argument for his tyranny, 

203. 

Health, to drink the king's no crime, 85. 
Heart, tojpeaktothe, what, 126. 

An admirable pulpit talent, 490. 
Hebrew, grievoufly tortured by feme expofitors, 417, 
Hebrews, defign of the epiftle to the, 164. 
He&or, on what principles he foretold the death of Achilles, 

35 2 - 

Hedericus quoted, 8. 

Hegendorph, his jocular execration of drunkennefs, 90. 
Hegefias, what fad effeds followed his good inftfuclions, 

411. 

Helding, had a hand in drawing up the Interim, 260. 
Hell, the doctrine of, how to be preached, 407, &c, 
Hemmingius, what principles he thought neceffary to a 

preacher, 141. 

Thought difmtereilednefs the tell of a good paftor, 73. 
Hehry 3 Matthew, his liberal fentiments, 185. 
An ingenious expofitor, 3, 
On Pfal. li. 4. 366. 
Mat. v. 20. 275. 
Herbert, Lord, an enthufiaft, 118. 

Herbert, Rev. George, prefers one figh above all ceremo- 
nies, 289. 

Herefy, grammatical, what, 90. 
Hereticks, what made one with Chryfoftom, 37. 

How we came by fo many, 302. 
Herod, the great, a great hypocrite, 304. 
Herodians, who, 256. 

Harvey, 
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Hervey, Rev. James, what he cenfured in Anfon's voyage, 

338. 

Heterodoxy, what in the reign of Charles T. 41. 
Heylin, his curious method of arguing, 314, 
Hickeringill, his abfurd reafoning for prelacy, 68. 
Higgins, could not find one word of toleration in the tolera- 
tion aft, 159. 

High-church faclion in Q. Ann's reign, a vile fet of men, 73. 
Hilary, advifes attention to fcope and defign, 142. 
Hilderiham, Arthur, an excellent preacher, 226. 
Hincmar took the Pelagian fide on the article of grace, 153. 
Hiilorians, fliould not take facts from declamation, 171, 

Faihionable with them to aiFecl infidelity, 337, 
Hiftory, texts of, how todifcufs, 2. 

Church, mould be iludied impartially, 209. 
Fatally debafed by intereft, 81. 
Hoadley, Bp. contended for the fpirituality of Chrilt's king. 

dom, 229. 

Hobbes, his wild notion of moral obligation, 402. 
.Holcroft, his opinion of the Englifli hierarchy, 130. 
Holinefs, the fpirit of chriftianity, 277. 
Indifpenfible, 428, &c. 
Habitual, characterizes a good man, 428, &c. 
Popilh, ridiculed, 75. 

Holland wifely unites Trade with toleration, 210. 
Holy Ghoit, what Lord Clarendon thought the unpardonable 

fin againit the, 41. 
Homer, abounds with compound words, 90. 

His firft books of his poems cool and unadorned, 470. 
His advice of Phcenix to Achilles applied to minifters, 465, 
A mode of fcripture fpeech compared with his, 43. 
- Homilies, Englifh epifcopal, how proved to contain a whole- 

ibme doctrine, 314. 

Honour o'f epifcopacy, no teft of truth, 91. 
Hooke, a remark of his on Roman policy explained. 64. 
Hooker, whence he fays, errors on the doctrine of Chilli's na- 
ture proceed, 198. 
Claims dominion for priefts, 293. 
Hooper, his martyrdom a teft of truth with fome, 314. 
Hope, the lovveft chriftian grace, fuperior to the higiieii pagan 

virtues, 64, 65, c. 

Horace, a rough image of hisjuftified, 342. 
Hofpinian cenfures Jefuitic.al morality, 280. 
Hoft, a blafphemous prayer at the elevation of the, 135. 
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Houfholds, afford no argument for infant-fprinkling, 270. 
Howe, Rev. Mr. a fine preacher ; but more complaifant 

than his enemies deferved, 180. 
Hudibrafs, proves nothing, 113. 

Hughes, Dr. his fevere fatire on popifli invocation, 232. 
Hume, his motive in writing the hiitory of England, 147. 
Humfrey, fanciful example from him, 20. 
Humility, concomitant to love, 39. 
Hunnis, 4 ufes natural images, 190. 
Hufs, why he cenfured degrees, 37. 
Huffey, defign of his book of operations , 327. 
Hymns of private compofition fung in publick wormip in 
ccclxiv. 92. 

The convenience and inconvenience of reading line by 

line, 479. 
Hyprocrify generates fuperfrition, 51. 

Celebrates the praifes of the dead, 304. 

Cenfured, 296. 
Hypocrites, chriflians forbidden to refemble, 305. 

I 

I%Su?, what in the ftyle of the fathers, 102. 
Ideas, confufion of, produces con trove rfies, 154, 

Arbitrary affociations of, produce endiefs abfurdities, 83* 

&G. 
Idioms, who ought to let them alone, 170. 

Are rules of explaining, 417. 

Muft not go for arguments, 386. 

Church, what, 266. 

Idolatry an inclination of depraved nature, 50, 
Ignatius zealous for holinefs, 278. 
1. H. S. a myfterious amulet, 206, 

Illation, a fair mode of reafbning : but requires caution, 146. 
Imagery, rhetorical, may be fometimes coarfe, 341. 

Various kinds of, ufed by divines, 100. 
Image- wormip, whence, 52. 
Imagination mult riot fport with preaching, \g. 
Imitation, 306. / 

Immortality, known to the pagans, and abufed,4n. 
Dr. Young's fort of arguments for, 351. 
Impertinencies in theology, ill placed, 102. 
Implication, what, 89. 
Imposition makes trilles important, 185. 

Unfavourable to free enquiry, and true religion, 66. 

Impofmgn, 
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Impofition, none among diflenters, 62. 
Impoftors, who in the primitive church, 303. 

Modern, 235, 236. 

Impofture early infe&ed chriftianity, 1 19. 
Indelicacies, 32. 

Indifferent, nothing impofed can be, 185. 
Induction. See Illation. 
Indulgence, papal, whence, 51. 
Infallibility, an improbability, lor. 
Infant-fprinkling, an unwarrantable innovation, 423. 
Why not cenfured by the Apoftles, 132. 
What lays the ax to the root of, 247. 423. 
How bell attacked. See Injlitute pofitive. 
Infants, various opinions of the ftate of, 414. 
Inferences, a rule of valuation of, 146. 
Infinite, what, 34. 
Love, 33. 
How fin is, 372. 
Infirm people, how they ihould be treated in our churches, 

308, &c. 

Infirmity, fins of, ihould be diftinguifhed from thofe of en- 
mity, 308, &c. v 
A topick of illuftration, 236. 
Inflexibility, a virtue in matters of confcience, 55. 
Inhumanity, a mark of reprobation in a minifter, 235. 
Innocent III. Pope, eftabliihed tranfubftantiation, 6. 
Inoculation for the fmall-pox, averfion to it accounted a fign 

of juftifying faith, 428. 
Infpiration, pretenders to it forget time, 1 18. 
Inllitutes, politive, a knowledge of, neceflary to the under- 

ftanding of fcripture, 124. 
On what founded, 258. 
What efiential to them, 423. 
Intention elucidates, 142. 
intentional virtue and vice, 281, 
Intereit, a topick, 254. 

Partial felf, warps mankind, 224. 
Fatal to religion, 68. 
Of one party no teft of truth, 91. 
Interim, what, 260. 

Intolerance, the endlefs mifchiefs it produces, 185, 
Introduction, natural, 454. 

Properties of a good. See the whole dap, on Exordiums, 
Inveftigator of truth, his qualifications, 93. 

Invitation, 
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Invitation, not inconfiftent with the do&rine of decrees. See 

Grace, 335, &c. 
Irony, feveral forts of, 113. 
Irrclatives mould not be affociated, 84. 
Irrefponnbility of kings, how argued for by feme, 365. 
Ifidore enumerates nine vices that flow from avarice, 70. 
Iihmael, how fome infpired men ferved one of his children, 



. 
Ifraelites were diilenters in Egypt, 178. 

Ithacius, faid to be the fir/1: man, who introduced civil perfe- 
cution into the chriltian church, 302. 

J 

Jacombe, Dr, example from him, 30. 

James, Apoftle, his ne defcription of divine wifdom, 55. 

James J. the difmal liate of thepulpit in his time, 42. 159. 

What orders hegave the tranilators of the bible, 101. 

His curious bookagainft Vorilius, 199. 

Would have played the hypocrite if he had been endued 
with fenfe enough, 236. 

Dedicated a book to God Almighty, 200. 
Janfenifis, embrace S. Auguftine's doctrine of grace, 153* 
[apanefe, improper evidences againft revelation, 412. 
jealoufy of divine love, what, 42. 
jerom, St, whom he thought the Herodians, 256. 

Thought pomp hurtful to religion, 237. 

His fenfe of Zeph. ii. i. 329. 

What make his glofles go for proofs, 203. 
Jefuits, take the Pelagian fide in the controverfy of grace, 

153- 

Wretched moralifts., 279. 

Jenkins, or jenkyn, Rev. William, complains of the pla- 

giarifm of his perfecutors, 79. 
Padicules the cant of fcrupulous confciences, 69. 
Died in Newgate, 80. 
Jews, their theology, 1 24. 

Their national character, 57, 
Job, his characler, 57. 
John, Apoftle, the vi. chapter of his gofpel has nothing to do 

with the Lord's fupper, 7. 
The harmony of the Englifli of the firflverfesofhis gofpel, 

478. 
John, a Monk, how he defines myftical theology, 264. 

John, 
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John, of Segovia, Ms definition of chriftian liberty, 202. 

Advifes preachers to ufe fober addrefles, 172. 
Johnfon, Dr. his definition of mercy, 150. 
Jonas, Juftus, penfioned by England, 209. 
Jonathan, on Zeph. ii. i. 329. 
Jofephus referred to, 236. 
Jubilees, papal, whence, 51. 
Judaifm, in what the fame as chriftianity, 162. 
Judas fingularly defcribed in fcripture, 71. 
Jude, example of rough images from him, 342, 
Judgment, the laft, a powerful topick of application, 348* 
J unification, what; 267. 289, 437. 
Juftin Martyr, a lover of the marvellous, 173, 
Juftinian canons, good hiftory, 92. 
Juvenal reproves fordid flatterers, 322,] 

K. 

Karaites, who, 93. 
Keckerman, Profeffor, his caution concerning allegory, 



Rules, for acquiring eafe, 176. 

Of tranlition and application, 326* 
Of conclufion, 489, &c. 
Of confutation, 155. 
His account of a preacher, who made a fad miftake in read- 

ing an old homily, 1 18. 
Kennett, Bp. his injudicious afperfionof the non-conformifts, 

89, 90. 

Kefler treats the doftrine of quotation accurately, 164. 
Kimchi, Rabbi, on Pfalm 11.4. 365. 
Zeph. ii, i. 328. 

King-craft, what James I. called, 236. 
Kings, Ihould not write on religion, unlefs their fubje&s 

rifle nothing by contradicting their opinions, 200. 
KAjjfo?, what, 292. 
Kneeling at the Lord's table goes along with tranfubltantia* 

tion, 77. 

Knox, John, his ufual method of preaching, 364. 
, what, 60, 61. 



L 

Laberius, calls an old fcold a grunting old fow, 342* 
Laftantius, cenfures mere fpeculation, 301. 

Perfecution, 108. 
I, 3 U 



532 I N D E X. 

Laftantius, contrafts paganifra and chriftianity in point 'of 

holinefs, 276. 

Juftifies chriftians for not building temples, 237. 
Laity, a name of inferiority given by priefts to all except 

themfelves, 292. ' 

Their miferable itate in the popifli church, 63. 
Governed with the clergy in dccxlii. 91. 
Laney, Bp. his curious fermon on comprehenfion, 400. 
Langford, Dr. a blafphemous preacher, 17. 
Language, neceffarily obfcure in fome cafes, 234. 

Obfolete, fliould not be ufed in preaching. 
Lanfdowne, Lord, what he faid of the teft ac~l, i8cv 
Lardner, Dr. his account of love-feafts, 1 1* 
Lafco, John a, his prudent plea for toleration, 210. 
Latimer, Bp. his ufual method of preaching, 364. . 
Preached toleration for refugees, 209. 
What application had like , to have coil him, 333. 
Law, moral, its ufe, 132. 

HowS. Paul ufed the word, 162. 
" 'Of the church of Rome is the Pope's will, 75. 
Lawyers, in the Jewiih church, vyho, 93. 
Lawyersj a maxim of theirs applied to expofitors, 142. 
Lawgivers, pagan, knew mankind, 63. ; 

Lawrence, St. the coals thatroailed him: kept in England, 50. 
Layman, the head of the epifcopal ckurch being one makes a 

puzzling queftion for the clergy. 

Learning, human, not eflfential to the knowledge of chrif- 
-' tianity, 38. 

Revival of* friendly to religion, 66. 

Why fome are difgulted with it, .191. > 

That of the reformers no t.eli of their orthodoxy, 314, &c. 

The Engliih reformation was carried on with very little, 

19 !'. ' 

Contemptible when proftituted, 321. 
Le Clerc, John, his excellent canons of interpreting fcrip 

Cure, 43, 174. 

His diflinciion of letter and fpirit, 143. 
Reproves allegorizers, 89. ' 
Lectures, morning and evening, how they, may be made ufe 

ful to the poor, 344. 

Lee, Archbifnop, how he anfwered Erafmus, 166. 
L'Eiirange, a colleclor of nonfenfe, that proved' nothing, 42, 
Leigliton, Archbifhop, what lie thought of high life, 125.- 
His fenfe of i Cor. ii. .14. 353. 

Legends, 
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Legends, unmeaning declamations, 170. 
Jaeger, example from him, 220. 
Legi/lation, church, belongs toChriil alone, 186. 
Legislator, in what fenfe Chrift was one, 258. 
Lent, an unprofitable human inftitute, 285. 
Leflbns, what Superville calls fo in afermon, 397. 
Letter of fcripture, neceffarily fubjeft to difficulties, 2281 
Letters, fingle, fanciful expositions of, 205, 
Lewis XIII, whathe.faid of our Solomon, 200. 
Lewis XIV. a' great difTem bier, 236. 
Exceffively flattered by his clergy, 463 
His encomium on Maffillon's fermons, 491. 
Lexicographers may innocently miflead, 31. 
Lexicons, precarious helps, 150. 

Libertines, in a chriftian church, are vain,pretenders to know- 
ledge, 279. 

If cenfured no argument againft the church; 410. 
Liberty, .civil, left by Jefus Chrift to the care of reafon, as he 

found it, 185. 

Has a fine influence on learning and trade, 50. 
Favourable to religion, 66. 
Empowers men to diffent, 230. 
Cbrijlian, what, 62, 63. 
Allowed by Jefus Chrift, 185. 
Endangered by complaifance, 37. 
Unknown in the church of Rome, 63. 
In what degree the epifcopal church in England has it, 

62. 185- 202. 
On what terms, and in what degree the Englifh diffenters 

enjoy it, 62. 

Life, a holy, the chriftian preacher's befttopick, 271. 
Lincoln, Bp. of, his weak reafoning for vifitations, 28. 
Lindfey, Rev. Mr. what fame think of his reafoning, 148. 
Linguift, good, not neceflarily a good divine, 38. 
Literal fenfe, what, 142, 

Littleton, his good dictionary may eafily miflead, 149. 
Liturgies, curtail, fpoil, and ftiut out fuificient preaching, 

337- 
Diffenters, fteps toward conformity, 307. 

Liturgy, the Englifh, eftablifhed by violence, 77. 
Supported by weak reafoning, 18. 
Martyrdom of the compilers no proof of its propriety, 

3H-. 
Lives, caution muftbe nfed in reading, 170. 

3 U 2 Livingftone> 
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Livingftone, his general method of preaching, 364. . 
Livy ridicules a tutor, who was fond of obfcurity, 470 ] 
Lloyd, Dean, Walker's fulfome praife of him> 79. 
Locke, his account of infinite, 34. 

Of univerfal confent, 405, 
Logicians fometimes force fcripture, 138. 
Long, his fenfelefs cenfure of feperatifts, 6$. 
Longinus, what he calls fublimity, 233. 
Cenfures an affe&ation of novelty, 27 1 . ; 

Aoyo$, what, II. 

Lord-brother among diffenters, how to make and unmake a, 

161. 
Lord's-prayer, frequent repetitions of the, fymbolizing with 

liturgiils, 307. 
Lord's-fupper, a poijtive inftitute, 258. 

Original form of words mould be retained, 318. 

Why it cannot be parallelled with the paflbver, 163, 

ProlHtuted when made a qualification for office, 180. 
Lot, a diffenter in Sodom, 178. 
Love to God, the foul of religion, 30, &c. Sec. 
Love-feafts in the primitive church, what, n. 
Lowman taxes popery with fchifm, 10. 
Lucas of Bruges, his fenfe of Luke xiii. 24. 346. 
Lucretius quo ted, 3. 
Luther, what he cenfured the Francifcans for, 4$ . 

What he meant by cenfuring academical degrees, 37. 

On what he fuppofed the reformation founded, 162. 

His ufual method of preaching, 364. 

Recommends prayer more than ftudy to a preacher, 502^ 

An enemy to Agricola, 260. 
Lycaonians, their propenfity to idolatry, 50. 
Lyra, Nic. De, thought Chrift was a minorite friar, 45 . 

Recommends attention to fcope, 142. 



- 
Maclaine, Dr. remarks the policy of popes in availing them- 

felves of the Druidical power, 25 1 . 

Magiftrate, civil, the danger of leaving religion to the, 403. 
Magiftratical authority over conference, pleaded by vile {o? 

phifms, 6p. 
Magnificence, of chriftian temples, whence, 52.. 

Of popilh temples cheriihes pride, 298. 
Majefty, a topick of illuftration, 232, 
Alajor improved Synergifm, 154, 

Manner, 
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Manner, a topick, 166. , 

Manton, Dr. his juft notions of the bell fermons, 272. 

What he calls the higheft degree of fin, 303. 
Manufactures improved by toleration, 210. 
Marckius, his fenfe of Zeph. ii. I. 329. 
Marks of a chriftian, 428. 

The whole church collectively, 75. 
Martial, ridicules avarice, 76, 

Martin, accounted the belt vindicator of i John v. 7; 13. 
Martyrdom, how the fathers confidered it, 124.. 

No argument for implicit obedience, 106. 
Marvellous, love of the, a fource of innumerable errors, 173. 
Mary, Virgin, h.ow confidered in. the church of Rome., 266. 
Saluted by Cicero's rule of addrefs, 172. 
Some of her milk in England in mdxxxv. 50. 
How fome proteftants defcribe her, i j. 
Mafon, his defcription of harmonious ftyle, 478. 
j^afs, Romim, whence, 51. 
Mailey, his cenfure of inoculation, 428. 
Maffillon, Bp. his notion of the religion of the heart, 53, 
His argument for immortality from difcontent, 352. 
Example of difcuffing by genus, 23. 
By particular idea, 26. 
By fpecies, 27* 
By place, 123. 
By principles, 144. 
By contrail, 195. 
By inveftigating caufes, 201, 
By reafons, 204. 
By fuppofition, 219. 
By evidence, 248. 
Byinterefts, 257. 
By propofition, 397. 
By mixed topicks, 350. 420. , 

Of tender conclusion, 493. 
Of mixed conclufion, 497. 
Exemplifies prayer in preaching, 3 39. 
The general character of his preaching, 490. 
His funeral orations are fulfpme, 463. 
Mafter, his learned fermon at Oxford, 116. 
Mathematician not neceflarily a divine, 38. ; 

Mathurin, St. his bufmefs in the church of Rome,. 232. 
Matincour, Father, celebrated for his naftinefs, 45:. 

compofed the title of a book of fuppofitiou, 04, 

tyaunfett 
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Maunfell referred to, 191. . . 

Maxims, what Saurin calls fo, 398. 

Mead, Mat, his fermon on two flicks, 240, 

Meaning, double, whether in fcripture, 1421 

Meannefs, a topick, 236. 

Medical images in divinity, 19.0. 

Meeting-houfe, fhould be rendered commodious, 383. 

Melan&hon ftruck out Synergifm, 154. 

Men, divines ihould ftudy them, if they would underftand 

books, 224. 
Mendicant friars, 45. 
Mercy, a vague word, 149. 

Doftrine of, mould not be taught alone, 364. 
Merit, religious, various opinions of,. 218. 

Whether the fathers held the doc~trine of, 267. , 
Meffiah, his part attempted to be acled, 236. 

Attachment to a temporal, a perpetual error, 237. 
Method ihould be neglefted fometimes, 332. 
Mexicans improper evidences in the caufe of deifm, 412. 
Mezzabarba, a&ed on the fame ground as the Jefuits in regard 

to the Chinefe rites, 306. 
Middleton, Dr. what is proved in his difpate concerning mi- 

racks, 119. 
Milton, cenfures hypocrify, 296. 

And the forcing of fcripture into modern rules, 137. 

Thought mutual affe&ion the matrimonial bond, 139. 

Some lines of his applied to Chrift, '235. 
Mimeiis, what, 113; 
Mimickry, hateful in a pulpit, 335. 
Mind, month's, what, 208. 
Minifters of religion, their principal bufinefs, 188. 

Different defcribed by Saurin, 254. 

Degrade themfelves by fervility to a diclator, 161. 
Minorites, who, 45 . ' 

Minos, why he afcribed his laws to a deity, 63. 
Minutius Felix juftifies chriftians for not ere&ing temples^ 

2 37 
Miracles. See Gifts, Middletcn. 

Mifers, fome extraordinary, 68. 

Modejs, pagan writers not ftandards to biblical ones, 140. 

Modefty recommended, 166, 470. 

Monarchy, the corruption of it, 352. 

Money, 4he fnpport of popery, 63. 

Money., 
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Money, only the immoderate love of, cenfurable, 70. 

Will always purchafe praife, 211. 
Monks, an expenfive, ufelefs, mifchievous fet of men, 45, 

50. 280* v 

Monopolizers of divinity, who, 72. 
Moore, Dr. how he taught paffive obedience, 18. 
Morality, independent on opinion, 404. 

Immutable, 162/163. 

Indifpenfible, 290, 

That of the Jefuits extremely loofe, 279. 
Mortification, what, in tha papal community, 45, 
Momeim, miftook Englifh antinomianifhv 260. 

Quoted, 6V 251. 302. 
Mofs, Dean, example from him, 5. 

Motion, naturally governed by mental emotions, 33. 
Proper pulpit, 1 6. 175. 335.' 

Moulin, Du, Lewis, cenfures ceremonies, and the ground, 
of. ordaining them, 131. 

Ridicules the pretence of retaining popifli rites, 125. 

Taxes the epifcopal church with advancing toward Rome 

78. ; 

Mountague, Bp. how that firebrand reafoned, 322, 
Mufculus, a great divine: but no mafter, 106. 
Mufes, fexesof the, 386. 
Mufical images in religion, 190. 

Mufick, inftrumental, cannot be reafoned from Jadaifm, 16*3; 
Mycterifmus, what, 113. 
MyMcifm came from Plato's fehool, 265. 
Myliicks, extravagant divines, 52. 264. 280. 
Mythology, pagan, may elucidate fcripture, 124; 

Was not derived from fcripture, 140. 

' ' 



( " 



. . 
r, Rev. William, example from hinv 127. 

Nalfon abufes the puritans, 78. 

Nantz, the relocation of =the edicl: of, a cruel unju.ft 

' 



.... 
Narration, Qqint,ilian'srule.of, 473. 

Nathan, his parable, a fine pi&ure'of avidity, 73.-' 
Natural, religion, imperfecl:, 127. 

Images, may be fancifully applied, 190. ' . ' 

Moil may be ufed in certain cafes, 341, &c. ' ' 

Ninuralizaaon-aft, conneiSs toleratioji and publicfc wealth 

210, . . / 

Nature, 
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Nature, human, confiderable by divines in two points of 

light, 419. 
Neal, Rev. Daniel, his part in Salter's-hall fermons, 231. 

An impartial hiilorian except to the baptifts, Si. 
Neceffity, popular, is that of fcripture, 240. 

Metaphyfical} writers on, 241. 

Rhetorical, a topick, 240. 
Negligence of drefs, air, and appearance, when neceflary to 

a preacher, 332. 
Nero, his infenfibility, 273. 
Newcome, Dr. example from him, 17. 
New man,' what, 390. 

News-mongers, pelts in religious focieties, 263. 
Newton, Bp. quoted, 50- 
Nicephorus referred to, 465. 
Nicholls, Dr. his notion of the government, 42. 

His ftrange way of reafoning, 314. 
Noife, in the pulpit, rude and unmannerly, 16. 33$. 

In pjtblick tuorjbip, rude and offenfive, 383. 

Preachers fhould ftrive to diminifh it, 459. 
Hon-conformifts, the difciples of revealed religion are ne- 
celTarily, 178. 

The Englifh, difguifed, and plentifully abufed by mer- 
cenary writers, 89. 

What they require exprefs fcripture for, 283. 

Uniformly attached ro revolution principles of govern-* 

- ment, 73. 

Do not difturb fociety, 229. 

Unjuftly taxed with bigotry, for complaifance has been 

their bane, 179. 
Non-refiftance, a political queftion, 136. 

Converted into a theological one by priefts, 42. 
Norden, an example of the artifice of authors and title 

pages from him, 211. 

Nouet, father, to what he compares the fathers, 174; 
Novation, expounds Pfal. xix. of Chrift, 433. 

How he argues for the neceflity of the holy fpirit, 241, 
Novelty, no teft of error, 91. 
Nudipedes, who, 45. 
Numa knew mankind, 63. 

Nurfmg- fathers, Princes called fo on religious accounts ac- 
cording to fome priefts, 211. 

James !. was a very aukward one, 200. 

' : " ' 



I N D E X. 
o. 

Obedience, moral and pofittve diftinguimed, 284. 

Univerfal, effential to proof of piety, 44, 428. 

Pajfi<ve> no part of religion, 18, &c. 
Objections, a topick, 222. 

Obfcure, language, why Jefus Chrift fometimes ufed, 142. 
Obfervations, the way of preaching by, i, &c. &c. 
Obfollers, a nick-name given by Butler to puritan preachers^ 
225. 

Half of it the- property of their predeceffors, 225. 
Occasion, a topick, 182. 
Occafional conformity, indefenfible on proteltant principles, 

178, &c. 
Oeconomy, the grand article in which the Jewifh differs 

from the Chriftian, 162, &c. 
Offence, a method of avoiding to give, 474. 
Official principles neceffary to a minifter, 141. 
Office, Chrift's kingly, how Brochmand explains, 4. 
Oligarchy, whence, 352. 
O^o^vfACdooy, what, 8. 

Opera-glaffes, rude and abominable in a place of worlhip, 
122, &c. 

Ovj^swa, what, 210. , 

Optatus, his account of pulpit falutations, 465. 

Optimist, Voltaire's, proves nothing, 113. , 

Orator, Homer's perfect, 465. 

Oratory very apt to miflead, 170, &c. 

Order, the furprifcing increafe of that of S. Francis, 46. 

Ordinance, 'the cafe of a loft, 184. 

Ordination fermbns, defign a proper topick of, 158, 

Organs in publick worfhip, iriconiiftent with diffcnting prin- 
ciples, 307. 

Origen, whom he thouglttthe Herodians, 256. 

Original fin, a fad fact, 312. 

Orleans, Duke of, infulted, that is flattered, by Boffuet in 
a fermon, 462. . 

Ornainents of ftyle, muft be varied, 175. 

Orthodoxy, a convertible word, 41. 

OJtentation odious in a preacher, 272. 

Owen, Dr. John, ufed no exordiums in fome of his fermons, 

458. 

Cerifured fymbolizing non-conformifts, 307, 
His fenfeo'F i Cor. ii. 14. 353. 

Ovyen, Bifhop, Dr. Walker's fulfome praife of, 79. 
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Pagan writers, not ftandards of writing to infpired men, 140. 
Palatines, Queen Ann's bounty to them, 210. 
Panegyricks, hiftorians mould not be guided by, 170. 
Panigarolle, or Paricirola, or Panigerola, his account of ec- 

clefiaftical titles, 37. 

Example of puerile contraft from him, 196. 
Pappa at Alexandria, who, 160. 
Parallels, fome afford a fair and eafy Hate of fafts, 63. 
Parker, Bifhop, Sam. his ground of church-polity, 68. 
Parkfnirft, on Pfal. xviii. 2. 31. 
Parliament, long, mifreprefented by Clarendon, 41. 
TLcippyaia, what, 16. 
Parfimony, exceffive, 68. 
Parlley, a learned definition of, 263. 
Parfon, a mere, what makes this cold creature in law does 

not make a minilter of the gofpel, 235. 
Particles, Greek, improperly argued in the difpute of bap- 

dfm, 423. 
Partifans, do infinite damage to fociety by adhering obfti- 

Jiately to a faction, 72, 

Pafchal, what he -charged the Jefuits with, 297. 
Paffions, chriftianity does not dellroy : but it regulates them, 

40. 

Muft be diftinguiihed from arguments, 228. 
Sources of eloquence, 340. 
Not eafy to affect properly, 195. 
How to addrefs them, 334. 
Paffive obedience, what fort of a fubjeft, and how far theo* 

logical, 136. 

Whence fome derive it, 134. 
Scripture does not require it, i'8. 
Pathos neceffary in conclufions, 502. 
Patriarchs, who, 160. 

Their tides comparative, 37. - 

Patrtotifm, charafterized in Nehemiah, 57. 
Patroclus, on what principles he foretold the death of Hec- 
tor, 352. 
Pattens, no enemies to Chrift: but inveterate foes to publick 

popular devotion, 383. 
Paul, Apoftle, his converfion, 109? 
Well acquainted with the world, 62. 
How he considered judaifm and Chriftianity, 164. 
His method of preaching, 364. 

Paul, 
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Paul, neceflarily a diffenter at Athens and Rome, 178. 

Whether his conduct to Elymas juftify perfecution, 108. 

How he characterizes love, 58, 

What he calls change of voice, 129. 

Ufes various topicks, 114, &c. &c. 

How ill his language becomes fome profeffors, 170. 
Paul III. Pope, iffued a commiffion to reform before the re- 
formation, 75. 
Paul Sarpi, Father, wrote a good book, that nobody minds, 

224. 

Paufanias on Athenian idolatry, m. 
Paufe between prayer and preaching recommended, 450. 
Pedants, fond of raillery at religion, in, 112, 

How Saurin defcribed theological, 192., 
Pennance, Saxon form of, 373. 
Penfioners praife is no character, 211. 
Perfection, the human mind is in fearch of, 35; 
Perkins, defective in his knowledge of the two ceconomies, 

162. 
Persecution, enmity to mankind, 188. 

Who firlt introduced it into the chriftian church, 302. 

Generally on the fide of error, 108. 

How carried on againft the French proteftants, 221. 
Perfecutors, whether religion require faith in their princi- 
ples, 42. 

Englifh reproached the Puritans for gloom with an ill 

grace, 77. 

Perfon, atopick, 102. 106. 124. 

Perfonal principles of aminifter, to whom cognizable, 141. 
Perfuafion implies ignorance or inattention, 175. 
Peter, Apoftle, his method of preaching, 364. 

Curious explication of Chrift's prophecy to him, 2, 

To what heilikens backfliders, 342. 
Pew-opening, difturbs publick worlhip, 383. 
Pilug, had a hand in the Interim, 260. 
Pharifees, what they held, 99. 

Their righteoufnefs inadequate to their pretences, 275, 

To what Chrifl likened them, 304. 
Philippiansj defign of the epiftle to the, 164, 
Philology, to whom neceffary, 170. . 

Philofophy, pagan, may elucidate fcripture, 124. 

The bounds of, in religion, 424. 
Phrafes, indelicate, mould be avoided, 32,, 

Rhetorical ihould be fifted, 170. 

3X2 
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Picas, John, Earl of Mirandula, fatkizes modern 

207.. 
Pierce, cenfures the teft aft, 181. 

Referred to, 167. 
Piety, eflential to a minifter of Chrift, 125. 

No argumenc for the truth of all his doftrine, 314. 
Very, little attention paid to it in popery, 299. 
Too little regarded by high churchmen, 226. 
, Placed by fome in finery, by others in abfurdity, 280. 
( - 52, &c. 
Not incompatible with diligence in bufn.efs, 344. ; . 

PrMfiice of } an odd book, 280. 

Pilgrimages, whence, 52. . 

Place, a topick, 120. 
Plagiaries, who are the meaneft of all, 79. 
Plato, a great admirer of Socrates, 223. 

Complains of Athenian drunkennefs, ill. 

His account of poetical enthufiafm, 471-. .. 

His doctrine milunderftood and abufed, 411, 

Ufed coarfe colouring fometimes, 342. 

Afcribed his laws to Apollo for a good reafon, 63- 
Plautus quoted, 24, 294. .' . 

Ploivfuan's complaint of graduates, what, 38. 
Pluche, Abbe, on idolatry, 247. 
Plutarch, his jocular praife of an enemy, 206. 

TLnvpa, what, 143., , . 

Pocock, Dr. why he publifhed Eutychius, 160. 
Poetry, harmony effential to, 477, 
Boints, theological, what, 399. 

Hebrew, have been ufed very ill, 205. 
Poole, Matthew, quoted, 29.47.234.422.378.366. 
Politeueis, what fome fay is true, 173. 

Pulpit, what. See Eafe* 
Polity, J : e--wijb ) not practicable now, 163. 
Popifb church., of what it confifts, 185. 
EplJ'copal, who praife it, 211. 
Civil, principles of rieceffary to a paftor, 141. 
Polybius, on what principles he foretold the fate of Rome, 352, 
Polycarp eagerly. propagated holinefs, 278. 
Pomp in religion hurtful, 237. 
Pope, Alexander, cenfures unapt ftyle, 479, 
Pope of Rome, his title in the fuperlative degree, 37. 

His infinite pride, 2.98. 
Popelings, who, 160. 
-.-' ' . . Popery, 



I N D E X 54$ 

Popery, whence It rofe, 238. 
On what founded, 300. 

A great fchifm on principles of fchifm, 10. / - 

Eftablimes falfe humility, 300. 
Clierimes ambition and lawiefs pallions, 298. 
A devilifli mimickry of a godlike ceconomy, 297 
What conciliates men to it, 63. . 

The proper method of fubverting it, 63. 
Popular perfuafion, what necefiary to it, 402. 
Popularity, a dangerous rule of faith and practice, 128. 
Porphyry, what advantages allegorifts gave him, 87. 
Pofitiveinftitutes. See InftituUs.. 
Poltlethwaite referred to, 360. 
Powers that be, fubmiffion to the, makes religion uncertain, 

229. . 

Praiexordium, what, 465. 
Prayer, how Socrates fpeaks of it, 61, &c. 
JMeetings for focial-, reading improves, 381. 
In fermon time, proper, 336. 
Laft, generally too fhort. See Collefi, 337. 
Makers, thofe of Charles I, capital hands, 84. 
Preachers, mould not preach rhemfelves, 315. 

Of other men's fermons fometimes make fad miftakes, 11.8. 
Why fomelove figurative texts, 376. 
, Howfome abufe application, 327. 
Who begin late ihou Id preach often, 176. 
Toting, what they mould attend to, 176. 
Affeft the ftriking, 195, 
A tale of one, who made his auditor fick, 32.. 
Popijb, addrefs Mary in every fermon, 172. 
Spanijhj their faihionable mode of composition, 189, 
Court, what Saurin thought of, 115. 
Cathedral, plagiarifts formerly, 78. 
Ejiablijhed'^ the reigns of the Stuarts, 42. 159. 457, 
Parliament, grofly mifreprefented and abufed, 42.' 78. . 
Whom Hilderihamthought the bell, 226. 
Whom Dr. Manton accounted beft, 272. 
The moft popular., what methods they uled, -466. 
^reaching, original method of, 364. 
Beft aim in, 271. 
Principles, effential to, 140. 
What mode of, would exclude difputes, 425. 
Manner of, very, important, 167. . 

Predeftin^tion, arationaldoftrine, 155. 

. '. -' Preferment, 
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Preferment, church, a lure to bad men', 63, 
Some afpire at nothing elfe, 128. 
Sometimes comes at an unlucky moment, 130. 
Prelates, how the reformers treated them, 191. 
Preparation for death, a beautiful idea of a chrtfr n life, 

66. 

Preparation, young preachers mould ufe great, 176. 
A mafter of his fubjeft wants but little, 393. 
The bell is by privacy and prayer, 466, 
Prepofitions, 395. 397. 

Prefcience, the fame in the deity as preordination, 155, 
Prefumption generates fuperftition, 51. 

How prevented, 364, 
Prefumptive evidence, the value of, 147. 
Prideaux, whom he thought the Herodians, 256. 
Prielkraft, what, 236. 
Principles, a topick, 137. 
Religious, notobjecls of civil government, 139. 
What neceflary to a paftor, 141. 
Printing, the inventing of, favourable to religion, 66. 
Prior, Mat. his generofity to Baker, 208. 
Prifcillian mifreprefented by Ithacius, 302. 
Probability, what, 147. 
Proceffions, whence, 52. 
Prpclus, Patriarch of Conftantinople, beautiful image of his, 

164. 

Profufenefs, a lefs evil than avarice, 67. 
Prophecy, fpirit of, muft no.t be confounded with human fore. 

fight, ^ 5 2. 

Prophet-craft^ what, 236. 

Propagation of the gofpel, how carried on by papifts, 306, 
Propriety, what, 464. 

Of preaching determined by circumftances, 1 89. 
Profelytes, Jewifh, baptifm of, whence, 259. 
Profperity nofign of piety, 128. 
Proteftants, foreign, ofFended at Englifh ceremonies, 77. 

Why tolerated here, 209. 

Proverbs, what eflential to the investigation of, 143. 
Providence, a practical doftrine, 279. 
Prudentius, an Auguftinian, 153. 

Denied magiftratical authority over confcience, 6g. . 
Pruffia, why tolerant, 210. ' 

Prynne, William, aviolent enemy to drinking healths 85. 

And to the Quakers, 216. 

Pfalra, 
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Pfalm, prudence mould be ufed in fele&ing and reading it, 

479- 
Pfalmody, a gift in the primitive church, 290, 

Ptolemy, why he forbad Hegefias to teach, 41 i. 
Publick worihip, the pleafureof it is derived from many in- 
coniiderable things, 382. 

Reading the fcriptures. in, recommended, 381. 
Pulpits, modern, inconvenient, 383. 

Should always fpeak plainly, 175. 

And uprightly, and impartially, 228. 
Pungency of a fermon, whence, 274. 402. 
PunUhment neceffarily connected with moral obligation, 404? 
Puritans, whether gloomy and morofe, 76. 

Grievoufly andunjuftlyperfecuted, 68. 210. 

Their fermons abufed and preached by the fame men, 78, 

79- 
What they called Lords of confcience, 160. 



Quakers, people called ; abufed in fcripture ftyle, 215. 
Quality and quantity of a cafe, what, I2i 
Queens, Englilh, whether they be clergymen, 293. 
Queftioa, modern, the controverfy fo called, on what founded, 



. 
Quintilian, his univerfal rule, 461. 

What he thought elTential to gaining a caufe, 8. 
On exordiums, 452. 460. 

Connection of, 486. 

Length of 469. 
On time, 117. 

Place, j2o. 

Divilion, 265. 

ObjeftioQs, 2301 

Genus and fpecies, 28, 

Modefty, 465. 

Art, 482. 

Agreeablenefs, 486, 487. 

Urbanity, 15. 

Composition and common places in general, 24. 454, 
Thought an orator muft be, and appear to be a good man, 

475- 
Quotations, from the Old Teitament, 164. 

What proper in a fermon, 407. 

Of chapter and verfe, when proper, 378. v 

R. 
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R. - <- : ' 

Rabanus, a Pelagian, 153. 

Rabbies, fuperftitious expofitors of letters and points, 205. 
Racine, what happened to his tragedy of Alexander, 334. 
Rsilcr, the prefumption is againft him, 166. 
Raillery, what, in. 
Ratramn, an Augnftinian, 153. 
Readers, advice to great, 381. 
Reading focieties, 381. 
Reafoning independent on fyllogifm, 364, 

Mere, goes by diftrefs to defpair, 364. 
Reformation, much fuperftition at the time of the, 337. 

The epifcopal rule of preaching at the, loi. : 

Wrought by weak literary inftruments, 190, '191. 
-"' Whifton thought it preparatory to purer days, 66. 

Claude's Defence of the, 317, 
Reformers, all execrated papal dominion over conscience/ 38* 

Yet fome founded a hierarchy on papal principles, 307. 

Were perplexed about the Lord's fupper, 6. 

Their perfcns no tcfts of truth, 314. ; 

Refugees, all wife ftar.es tolerated foreign, 209, &c. 

Perfecuted one another, 202. 212. 
Regeneration ridiculed on the ftage, 154. 

Relation, a topick, 83. 
Relicks, popim, whence, 218. ; 

Indelicacy- of, 50, 51. 

Whence adoration of, 52. 
Religion, originates in God, 290. 

What men difcover of it in nature weak and imperfeftj 
in. 127. 

Pagan, total darknefs and hypocrify, 287. 297, 

Jewifo, partial light, 287, 
. Chriftian, wherein it agrees with, and differs from the 

jewifh, 162, -' 

Needs nothing but expofurs, 343. 
Bell propagated by example, 
Its higheft excellence, 276. : ' 
What follows a fubjefting of it to human authority, 

167. 320. . 

Remi-, airAuguitinian, 153. - : 

Repentance, legal and evangelical, 385. 
Reprobation, the do&rineof, no plea for a finner, 157. 
Reproof, requires great wifdom and prudence to give pro- 

>>tO \r si n * ' . - . - 

Relblutions, 
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Refolutions, 281. 380. ,. -...'. --. 

Re-union of papiits and proteftants, an injudicious impradti- 

cable fcheme", 225 . 
Revolution, who gained by it, 72. , ; _, . 

What done for religious liberty then, 62. 
Revolutionifts, how they feryed the Stuarts, 9j.7. . w . , 
Reward, heceflarily connected with moral obligation, 404. 
Rewards, cannot produce faith, 135. 
Reynolds, Dr. example from him, 30. 

OnPfalmcx. 433. . . 

His ufe of apothegms, 483. 
Rhetorick, fometimes difguifes fa&s, 228. 

Muft not go for argument, jSo'. 

Forces fcripture fometimes, 138. 
Ridicut^, rioteft of truth, ii2. 

May fometimes illu'ftrate, 1 13 . . . 

What excites it in fermon's; 316. ., . ., , ; 
Ridley, Bifhop, his martyrdom no teft of .truth, 314.. .. . 
Rifibility fhould not be excited even by innocent circum* 

ftances, 332, ..,..-,.- ; 

Rituals do great'damage to principles, 188. 
Rivet, his notion of ufury, '71. 
Roger, Friar, his heavenly rhapfody, 44* 
Rollin, how he defines taffe, 21 , SN 

On univerfal confent, 406. 

On policy in religion, 64. 

On fcripture morality, 127. , ., . , 

ttis ; affohlming pai-tiialit'y' forhis countryman Boffuet, 463, 
Romans, pagan, their national character, 57. 

Their vindictive treatment of the Corinthians, 126. 

Cbrijtidit, defign of the epiftle to the, 133. 164. 
Rome, church of, an apoftate community, 176. 

Full of blafphemy, 266. 

Superliition, 52, &c. 
Erithufiafni, 118. 

Its polity, what, 185. 

And pretended uniformity, 9. 
Romulus, faifed none to office without affecting to corifult 

the gods, .64. 

Rondeau, Rev/ JaineS, who tolerated him, 212. 
Rbotsy Hebrew', how e'afily they may miflead, 3-1, 
Roques on Elijah's vifion', 386. 
Rofary, Wheiice, 52. 
Rubrick, a fatire'oii an infpifed prayer-book, 78. 

VoiVJI. 3 Y Kubrick, 
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Rubrick, Englijh, rallied by Beza, 77. 
Rudenefs, mould be baniihed from the pulpit, 16. 335. 
And from publick worfhip, 383. 459. 
Preaching felf, one branch of, 316. 
Rules, all are fubjedt to jufe and abufe. See Commonplaces > 

Fopicks, &c. " 

Rufhworth, his juft diftinclion between an honeft man and a 
partizan, 307. 

' - s.; ' 

Sacrificing, a noble aft of worlhip, 22. 

'Sacrifty, what, 467. .''.'.'' 

Sadducees, what fcripture theyheld, 93. 

Salluft quoted, 74. 473. ' ' 

Salmafius, his account of the hiyfteries of Eleufis, in: 

Salter's-hall fermons confound'p'o'pery, 231. 

Salutation, primitive pulpit; 465. 

Salvian, a fevere writer, 303. 

Sanftification, what necelTary to, 255. '. ... 

- Should be carefully diftinguifhed from juftification, 267. 

Should not be treated of .negligently, 277. 
Sandeman, his doftrine'not libertine, 285. 
Sanderfon, Dr. example from hinv 175. 
Sapientia joco feria, on what topick it runs, 206. 
Sarcafm, what, 113. ' 

Satan the father of hypocrites, 296. 
Satire, fome examples of, 76. 
Saurin, Rev. James, a great, becaufe a peaceable divine, 

.'227.-'- : : '. ' . . 

His modeft way of treating a fubjecl, 158. ' 
His rule of expounding the epiftles of Paul, 165. . 
On what occasions he decries human learning, 191, &C. - 
Wrote well on the.divinity of Chrift, 220. 
How he advifes divines to treat the divine attributes, 313. 
And to preach thedoftrine of hell, 408. 
How he treats the fubjeft of the converted thief, ,355. 
The doftrine of univerfal conferit,' 405* 

Of converfion, 357. 
Example of prayer in fermon-time from him, 339. 

Of animated exordium, 329; 471. ., , . 
Of elevated, and Vi6le'nt' conclufions, 491. 494. 
iQf mixed topicksj 5; 13. ' 

Of compoiition by philofophical data, .13; 
Byplaie, 120. 123, 

Saurin, 
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Saurin, Rev. James, example of composition by proposition 

from him, 397, 398. 

Example of competition by confequences, 155, 

By di/Hnftion, 261. 
By qualities, 213. 
By perfons, 132. 
By fuppofition, 222. 420.. 
By ufe, 103. 

By revealed motives, 435, 
By condition, 115. . 
By characters, 57. 
His defcription of preachers, 254. 
Of avarice, 71. 82. 
Of holinefs, 282. 
Of the uniformity of God, 183. 
Of fuperftition, 51. 
. -Oflibertinifm, 358. 

Of the abufe of affiirance, 169. 
His fenfe of Eccl. vii. 29. 430. 
His method of application, 329. 
An apology for fo many quotations from him, 2231 . 
Schifm, an old bugbear, 179. 
How Dod well -wrote againft it, 321. 
Popery faid to be a great, 10. 
All impofers raife this fpeftre, 134. . 
Bp. StiJliugfleet in it by his own reckoning, 130. 
School-divinity,' the negleft of it favourable to religion, 66. 
Schoolmafters, the odd fate of prefbyterian, in the reign of Q., 

Ann, 210. 

Schoolmen, how they define fear, 40. 
Schools of literature, their rules of compofing orations not 

applicable to fcripture, 137. 
Sclater, Dr. hisjuit cenfure of perfecutors, 188. 
Scolding in the pulpit, unmanly, and unjuft, 474. 
Scope, neceffary to be attended to, 158. 
Scotus, a Pelagian, 153. . 

Scribes, of Chrift's time, who, according to Triglandius, 93, , 
Scriptures, the holy, a plain popular book, 371. 
Not compofed by modern rules, 137. 
The letter of, neceffarily fubjecl to many difficulties, 228. 
Whether more than one meaning, 142. 
Unconnected fentences of, generate difputes, 155. 
Preferye a ftricl: relation of ideas, 86. 
Abound with contraii, 193. 

3 2 "" Scriptures* 
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Scriptures, ufe blunt homely images, 341 . 
Sad confequeiices of ignorance of, 318. 
Should be read in private, in families, and in publick, 381. 
Scripturifts in the Jewifh church, who, 93. 
Secrets, dealers in, publick pefts, 363. 
Seels, what among the Jews, 93. 
Selden, his ftrange reafoning from ancient fables to modern 

errors, 1 60. 

Selecl: fubjefts eflential to application, 332. 
Self-applaufe rude anil offensive, 314. 
Semipelagians, who, 153. 
Senfibility, no good preaching without, 235, &c. 
Sepulchres, wbited, what, 304. 
Sergius Paulns, his character,' 57. 
Sermons, accurate, jewels out of popular reach, 250. 
Plain and popular do moft good, 4, 
Opportune, highly commendable, 184. 
What makes them pungent, 274. 
Much depends on the delivery, 334. 
Puritan, oddfateof, 78. 
Salter's-hall, defcriptive of popery, and deftruftive of it, 

231. 

See Clergy, Pulpit, Preachers, &c. &c. 
Serranus offers violence to a dialogue by analyfing it, 137. 
Sex, a topick, 103. : 

Shake fpeare quoted, 185. 363. 464. 
Shafteibury, Earl of, how he attacked, revelation, 1 1 a. 
Sheldon, Archbilhop, a poor divine, 225. 
Shepard, what he thought of great talkers, 361. 
Sherlock, Bp. example from him, 2 16. 
Shutte, his trade-images, 190. 
Sibbs, Dr. quoted, 39^. 
Sicknefs, a fine applicatory topick, 347. 
Silence, highly charafteriltical in Tome cafes, 232. 
Silvanus, Abbot, how he taught a Monk the ddftrine of con- 

fequences, 146." 

Simon, Dr. perfecuted for Spcinianifm, 212. 
Sin, the doftrine of, alone drives to defpair, 364. 
How infinite, 286. 

Chriftian minifters have great advantages in Hating it, 310. 
Againft the Holy Ghoft, 391. ; ' : 

Singing, Ihould be conduced prudently, 459. 
Slanderers, an infernal fet of men, 362. ' 

Sleepers 
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Sleepers hi religious affembljes, publick nuifances, 383* 

Sleidan, John, the hiftorian, penfioned by England, 209. 

Smeaton, a furious-zealot, 28. 

Smith, Henry, his mufical images, 190. 

Smyth, his part in Salter's-hall fermons, 231, 

Snape, Dr. example from him, 26. 

Social reading, praying, and conference, very edifying, 381, 

Socinians, French, persecuted at Canterbury, 212. 

Socinus refted too much on the article 0, 172. 

Socrates the philosopher, fuppofed by fome to foretell the 

advent of Chrift, 61. 
How Plato admired him, 223. 
Fell a fecrifice to raillery, 112. 
Socrates the hiftorian, .referred to, 198. 
Sohnius, his advice to composers of fermons, 117. 
Solon, a Ihrevvd politician, 63. 
2o<pi, what, ii, 
Sophifms perplex a fermon, 402. 
Sophocles, how he ufes tf^oc, 11, 
South, Dr, the low vyit in his fermons, odious, 11.3. 
Souverain, Rev. Mr. perfecuted, 212. 
Sow to thefpirit, Bp. Laney's. profitable fenfe of, 400. 
S. P. Q^ R how expounded, 206. 
Species, a topick, 22. 
Speculation, a. curious, fubjecl, 153.279. 
Spelman quoted, 373, &c. 
Spil/bury, Rev. Mr. what he thought of a loft ordinance, 

184. 
Spirit, holy, what method of preaching he ufually blefiea 

moft, 364. 

Split-devil, Bilhop, ,98. 

S^antatieity, a, bright character of divine lov,e, 56. 
Stafford, Richard, his incautious,fupp i ofition, 94. 
Stanhppe, D.ean, examples from him, 268, &c. 
Staring about, rude and ofFenfive in a place of worlhip, 122. 
State, the civil it is that tolerates, 21-2. 
State, a rhetorical topick, no. 
Stating '.a. cafe,, vy.hat, 121. 

Stennet, Dr. his proper method of treating baptifm, 247. 
Stephen, Proto-martyr, his character, 57. 
Stephens, Robert, how he publiflied the, Ke.vy. Teftament, 

379' 
Stillingfieet, his medical imag.e, 190, 

Hjs.lelf-contradiftion, 130. 

Stones, 
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Stones,, precious, of fcripture, not medicinal, 173. 

Strigelius improved Synergifm, 154. 

Striking-/ what necelary to it, 195, 

Strype referred to/ ! '268". 210. ' " : '' . . 

Stuarts, See James, Charles, Revoluiionijls, &c. 

Style, may fometimes beiinaccurate, 332. " v A'.- 

Muft never be indelicate, 32. -. 

Sententious, what leads to it, 194* 

Rhetorical, 'when execrable, 386. 

Blunt, does not always' argue depraved manners, 341. 

Has peculiar characters, 233. . 

Suarez,< his myfticifm, 52. ' . 

Suafion, moral not incontinent with decrees, 335, &c. 
Subfcribers to human creeds are all orthodox meri^ 260. 
Subfcription arid filence well met, 245. 

How argued for by fome, 314.41. 

Does not preferve a fyftem ofdoftrine, 131. 

Is the deftruHon of religious liberty, 185. 
Sublimity of a doctrine, what, 233. 
Subilitution, what in theology, 288, &c. 
Succefs no rule of judging in many cafes, 128. 

On what it much depends, 159. 

What mechod of preaching has ufually been attended with 

good moral, 364. 
Succeffion, uninterrupted, an old quirk of church-lawyers, 

184. 

Suetonius quoted, 61. 272. 282. 

Superlatives, how exprelled in Hebrew, 366. . . 

Superitition, its principle, 49, &c. &c, 399. ' 

See Superjlition, Vol. I. 
Superville, examples from, 339. 397. 
Supper, Lord's, very little understood at the reformation, 7. 
Suppofitibn, a topick, 88. 98. 215. 
Supralapfarian divine, his curious fermon on I Chron. iv. 22. 

243- 
Swift, how he iludied human nature, 125. ' 

Proved nothing by his Tale of a Tub, 113. 
Swine, Smalbroke's account of their pofleffion according te 

Wolfton, 98. 
Syftems, what, 396. 
Synergifts, who, 154. . . 

T. 

Tacitus cenfures chriftianlty as a feel of Judaifm, 187. 
Quoted, 6j. Talk, 
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Talk, religious, a precarious fign of gr, ace, 361. 

Tafte, 21. 487. . , . ' .'"''' 

Tautology, 472. 

Temper, foft, eflential to a good applicatory fermon, 332. 

Temples, whence Chriftians took their models of, 238. 

Why primitive Chriftians built none. See LaElantius, 

Arnobitis, &c. Pomp, &c. 
Tendernefs a real character of Chrift, 235. 
Tenent,. Rev. Gilbert, his ufual method of preaching, 364. 
Tennifon, Archbimop, his mild management of mifchievous 

polity, 131. 
Terence quoted, 24. 
Terms, original, mould feldom be difcuffed in publick, 10. 

Single, fadly abufed, 206. 

Mifconftruftion of, generates difputes, 154. 
Terror mould be preached : but prudently, 393. 408, .&d 
Tertullian, his quaint fetch on a faying of Chrift, 323. 

On Adam, 312. 

On baptifm, 102. 

A violent difputant, .158. 

Yet an enemy to perfecution, 108. 

Quoted, 17. 124. 276. 308. 
Teft-aft, none in fome pagan countries, 178. 

Engliih. See Pierce, Lanfdown, &c. 
Teftament,0/</,fpeaks of future rewards andpunifhments, 407. 

New, how it quotes the old, 164. 
Teftimony, the only evidence in fome cafes, 156. 
Text, how a preacher did, who had forgot his, 379, 
Thankfgiving-fermons, a good rule of compofing, 158. 
Theatre, the airs of the, mould not be practtfed in religioui 

, femblies, 122. 
Theodoret quoted, 170. 
Theology, its peculiar, 424. 

Admits of popular proof, 402. 

Theophilus, patriarch, a confufed genius, and afTociated 'ir- 
relative ideas, 88, &c. 
Thefaurus, Eman. justifies the ufe of coarfe colouring, 342. 

In what he places the art of popular gofpel preaching, 402. 

His rule of applying, 348. 

Theflalonians, the firft epiftle to the, when written, i io. 
Thief, the converted, caution muft be ufed in urging his 
cafe, 355. . ' V' 

Thorndyke, his loofe maxim of church-government, 69. 

Did not underftand the grouad of the reformation, 225. 

Thoy, 



554 INDEX. 

Thoy, Steplien du. See Rondeau. 

Tillemont quoted, 355. 

Tillotfon, Archbiftiop, a gentle driver, 131, 

His high encomium of the church that benefited him, 130; 
Tilly, example of far fetched pleas from him, 19. 
Time, a topick, 117. 

Who ought never to forget it, 1 18. 
Timme, his medical images, 190. 
Title to epifcopal articles, the fubfcribers cannot agree 

whether if be genuine or a forgery, 315. 
Title-pages, the fafhionable, in Q^ Elizabeth's time, 2 n.. 
Titles of books, divines have ufed very queer* 190* 
Of laymen, whence, 36. 
Of clergymen) whence, 36. 
Include dominion, 37. 

Some are fatires on the men, who wear them, 80. 
Academical, why cenfured by many reformers, 37. 
Toleration, how Paul treats of it, 184. 
How Saurin cdnfidered it, 1 34. . 
What the reformers thought of it when it fuifed the intereft 

of their governors, 269. 
And what fome of their Aicce/Tors have thought of it 

fince, 400. 414. 
Tombes. See Ordinance. 
Tones. See Silence. 
Topick, a principle of perfuafion : but fubjecT; to ufe and' 

abufe, 21. 103. 270. 
Tournon, Cardinal . See Mezzabarba. 
Trade, what the Jews had at Tyre, 48. 375. 
General, its feat in various ages, 49. 

Goes along with liberty and virtue, 210. 
Religion mould not be a, 73. N 
Traditions precarious grounds of a&ioh, 300. 
Trajan a perfecutor, 1 1 . 
Tvanfition, 326. 

Translation, Should be accurate in difputed points, 91, 
Englifli, of the bible, a good one, 10. 
Yet partakes of the flyle of the age in which it was 

made, 32.. 

James I. gave laws of, 101. 
Sometimes miileads, 239. 
Tranfubftantiation, what, and when invented, 6, 
An ocean of errors, 101. 232. 

Trapjp, 
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Trapp, Dr. oppofed Hoadley's notion of a church, 229,; 
Trent, council, not very eager about piety, 290,. 
Trigland, his account of Jewifli fefts, 93. 
Tropological fenfe of fcripture, 142. 
Truth, the life and energy of preaching, 274. 

The fublimity of every fubjel, 233. 
Tunes, theatrical, are hurtful in religion to thofe, who had 

been before ufed to them, and the ideas aflbciated with 

them elfewhere, 307. 
Turner, Dr. William, his images, 190. 
Tyrant, what makes one in fome diffenting churches, i6i 
Tyre, 48/49,50. 

\J 

Uniformity, 9. 10.414; 

Urbanity, a moft excellent pulpit ftyle, 14. 

Urfmus, advifes preachers to regard time in composing, 117. 

His rules of confutation, 155. 
Ufefulnefs, fuppofed, an ignis fatuus, 128; 
Ufes, why fome great preachers have omitted them, 328. 
Umer, Archbifhop, a pretended prophecy of his, 118. 

Quoted, 266. 
Ufury, what, 70. 
Utica, a colony from Tyre, 49. 
Utility, a topick of illuftration, 242. 

V. 

Vatablus on Luke xiii, 24. 346. 
Variety of addrefs neceffary to a preacher, 175, 
Venial fins, what, 310. 
Venice. See Trade. . 

Verbs, Greek, the copioufnefs of, 234," 
Verfe, hexameter, in S. James, 290. 
Veftry, the beft ufeofa, 467. 
Vicar of Bray, immortal, 8 1. 
Vices, whether private be publick benefits, 70, 
View, a topick, 158. 
Vida quoted, 470. 473. 
Virgil, his account of oracular enthufiafm, 471. 

His fourth eclogue is true hiftory of pagan expectation* 

61. 
Virtue independent on volition, 403, 

Its influence on trade, 50. 
Virtues, pagan, the higheft inferior to the Joweft chriftian, 

65- 

How they came by fexes, 386. 
x VOL. II, 3 Z, Vifton, 
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Vifion, Paul's converiion in a, 109. < 

Vifitations, epifcopal, &c. how argued, 28. 

Voice, in preaching. See Glatwil, Racine t &c. 459, 

Volition. See Virtue. 

Voltaire, a fuperficial reafoneron religion, 113. 171. 412. 

Vorftius, K. James would have nurfed him, that is burnt 

him, 200. 
Voffius, apologzies for Hinkelman, and others like him, 

" 268. 

On exordiums, 461. 

Vows of the Francifcans, what, 46. 
Vulgarifms, ihould be none in a fermon, 15. 402. 

W. 

Wake, Archbifhop, made groundlefs fuppofitions, 91. 
Waleus, his rules of application, 325, &c. 
Walker, Rev. Mr. example from him, 196. 
Walker, Dr. a folio collector of falmood and filth, 42. 78; 

79. 160. 

Ward, Bilhop, examples from him, 14. 413. 
Waterland, Dr. example from him, 6. 

Reafons weakly for the church, 229, &Ct 
Watts, Dr. his opinion of topicks, 21. 

Of conceiving clear notions, 15. 

His rules of definition, 7.63. 

His example of inductive reafoning, 147. 

Mifunderftood and abufed, 150. 
Wendelinus, his notion of ufury, 71. 
Whifpering, rude in time of publick worfhip, 122. 
Whifton, what events he thought preparatory to revival, 

66. 

White, Dean, aperfecutor, 322, 
Whitefield, the Rev. George, his ufual method of preach- 



Whitgift, Archbiiliop, his enfnaring plea for "_epifcopacy,- 

203. 

Not preferred for his merit, 131. 
Wickliffe, why he complained of degrees, 37. 

His ufual method of preaching, 364. 
Wilkins, Bp. when his ecclefiaftes was publifhed, 457. 

Recommends pathos in concluding, 502. 
Will, human, the fource of error, and the foul of popery, 

75.285. 

Wit, in fermons. See Bradfary> Railhry, &c, 
Puritanical, 77. 

Womerij 
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Women, well-bred, patterns of politenefs, eafe and ad- 

drefs, 15. 

Wolf ridicules the habit of St. Francis, 46. 
Wood, too bad, andftruck out. See VoL I. Advertifement, p. $. 
Woollton, abufed allegory, 871 

And perhaps flandered Smalbroke. See Split-devil* 
Words, moft, are vague and equivocal, 150. 

Fine, are foufces of error, 170. 

Single, generate difputes, 155. 

Obfolete, indelicate, 32. 

Fancy makes fine work with, 318. 
Works, good, confiftently taught in reformed churches, 

219. 

Worfley quoted, 376, 379. 
Wright, Dr. his part in Salter's-hall fermons, 231. 

Y. . 
Young, Dr. execrates mifers, 74. 

Argues for immortality from human paflions, 351. 

How he was touched at feeing his auditors fleep, 384, 

Quoted, 56. 267. 
Youth, religious, ihould Ihive to excel in bufinefs, 344. 

Z 

Zanchy, a learned divine : but not mailer of even a Bunyaa, 

106. 

Zepper, his rules of confutation, 155, 
_Ziegler, his notion of^he intention of Chrifl in fpeaking 

obfcurely, 142. . 

Thought Chrift an interpreter only, 258, : 

Zuinglius, why he cenfured degrees, 37, 
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